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itanver lcnq.t·c,. McK.n'zte "'as 
' ' ' ~· .. ' ' 

Ros.s Stat'~ :llt•'q'.riqal Monurael\i fQr· 
4rni while there spent,· c~ris id~r·a,.l,e. 

'- :.:, ,, 

mor.e about. the Fo~t a~d Hs Ruad~:l) o~cf\J~i'll!l•,,-,' . .·.' '· .. ,_ .. -. ,.- ., .. ' 
~~- ··:.-· ', . ' 

two of ihe studies m;ade. ~V lobfl,; o.~':i~<;h·~
ol d well an~· tb• . othet·. o~- .t •. e ~;»arr~,~~ .. ::"~#~i~·~~---~< .. • 
make up this month's 1\l:PPl~.ni~~t.n.t.. t · ·· 

- j 
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--·. 1 



.. Whe.nthe Russian:ArneFi~lf. ccinn~hy offel(~~- ~helr~~Y ROss -for,al~ tn 184l~·-~i 
. presente4 an inventocy cif·tllett .Ss~s to·Johfi'A~' autt,er':tutf;I'Ge~ ~-. 0~( Vall.Jo ... ln.·~ dOc~..;. 
ments a well was menttoned at fort ~··. . · .·t'' .. ,~ · · 

} ,· __ ,, " ' 

; _-·.--: . - '·- '_-f -:·~·-: ::~';_"..,·"", ·:~ .. ···~'"-</' ··_-· ,f,"','' . ··- ,< '"~-- - ,"''' _--/ 

·· In time·t~\VellJ.wal.fill~ in and:~ ex~u;iti~~'"S:~IJ•t•ri~··~~-~~~·r,:. 
series of stories. _and le~ends ~~~'the wt~U~ ·'!&~~ ~~tJJ·'4t.s atldc~.l~s&i,fnc{~~i~•;,:.· 

~rown orlost:J.n,the,old•rill.. · ,·,.~ '' · ·~:::> · .. :(' ' .. '·· · ·., . ·_:,;_· ... -~·.:.·_._;~_:.i.;_ •• _:_·.········.0_•_~-~ .•. ~.-.~~·.: 
The only l?.oS1tlve r•~iit ret~ee ;to-~ wbiQK: ·'~ >~ "~ it) .lr$i2 wu'tnlfte' . ~ .· 

work records of thenetolibor1ni] ~·~· 'f!tis·'~.tl'i~i~· -~· ,$~-lt~tdhpJMd~-:~)· .,>·~·.~ 
filled in by 14f·· .Oados A~ C.ll,.in:Jlt$$ •. The tJll 'l!l&"*l. ~~ .. . .. . . i;~-~i~~8{·~j!eef . . : · : ~·):~ 

~~::J.~~;::~~~~"':<i<i~!'f'~~' y ~"? W"<l;~<t.~; C,,,?_•;t~~~~~~.-·.'_ji_1.l.~-.·.·. 
. . .There s~em•d•;'!aw~~r, ·~flbe a·f~~~- f;h~~--;t4t't~¥1{',~~i~t~~;~-~~{' :}'': ·\ .. :.,;~;:,·:j 

might be retrieved from the well~ Witb.tl'!;i,& anstfor '~'-of; /: _·. ·t_.~v;.Uon'~thifWeU.'''' ·T>~· 
was begun UJ.. Auou~Jt ot 19$3. by a ~~ of. archMolog··~ ~f::ttte· ~e ~ct~ ~ ·l)i~ 4~"£~,.' · · ,_':l~-:;.·,,::~ 
Treganza of S•n Franc1scc;>$tate CoUege.• · · · ,.... · · · .. ,·· .>·':'•·:'~';?~ 

The site of tbe. ~elJ;:w4!l.~ocated mor!~ Ot:'less 1n thlt ce.r <?(I~~~, t~er~(~•":)'\· · f~)>:.:_ ... ~_ .. ·.·.·.·.-~··.····_·._._·.· .. ··.····~.'"-~,: 
evidence of awQO(len.-crib..of~avy,~rtfl:l.lll.~et ~~~·u ·· .... · ·· . · ·h~~·~~;~' . 
a well cate abc)ut ·~·tn¢.es squartr. .Ql~• ccmt~rs -~~:&lillQtt o . ·.· . -~'the,~-·~· ~~-of- ', 
the·cempass• ... 'l'he c>uterbo$rds b~~beeJ1 nAil~'from'Q\~'~~~~tb&a:J)e~•~~to'~,··• 
corner posts fh>m the UNfide. All'tbe .~.hadi ~en split and ~ J:*tea4bf''._ · ·. :a~A :-,../ · ' . -', ,_ ·:. . _ '. ,'. ", ; , _. .· ... ·., ,:•.>,,.'.- ! -:l~ .. j:,; •r> ' : - '• .·J ·--~."t-. ~c,,· --~,."~.·!·' ·.~(:,!,) 

clear r-edwoOd was used .. ' The Mils were typical macttine cut sq~ ito ~~: . ·.·. . . .A*UUlt-.: 
1800s. The topmOst b()ards were bedl'r aterioratefll to' ~th'¢~#{~e)e '. .. . ·.·.wt . tl\tt:~~f.rtll ; 
w4s f~und:to be in p.lacea.t!the excav-auons w~nt<~own·t~:~~uki:~j~oft~·~ilt.·~-.;~ .. · 
water {()r-eed thewor"-'to$-top. 1'hefill w~·fou.natc>·l!le t~~moUild sll)tl~ ~-·Ota·we~t 
found. . ' . · · . · . ··· · . ' ·. . . · .. ·· '~~ . ·.· , ' · ' ,, ·. ( . ·· ::.·:·.: ~. ·· ; 

• ., , • • , .... ' ', •
1 

.' • , :· ~,~, ~ ~;/'.<~::·· : -.. \., 1 •• ~~~· ••• , ... • ;,_,·~ ~::.:? ·, ,··u·P<t 

The ~¢ctvat1QM was QOritinued _by a State'f.~rlt .crtM~ ifJ,Ql'~J'l9'"1anJ•'·t. ,Chattfj$· ~· J~Nfll.\\o;. ·,, 
Curator I.: fobn c. MQiten:Z .. , ~:9a~mer .N~vin ·s ~ ~b, 1~ -~~ :c»' 'its a:> If ~:a;s~:. ·~.~--.. 

'1954, tM well bad beepdeepenedto'._d8Pth.of.3'5le'et &a·th•old.~ aa~··to·ll'••. Tl'l1t! ~,··· 
to bave been the com~lete .~ oft~ old wet~-•. AU :ctfficient .Puiif>:'·to .qantroi :tile ri~ing water :~de ... · 
this work' possible. · · · · · · · · · · · ·. ·· 

.. The .first ~iad,Jt~tolieal~ifa~~~re f~at:a'~pth~~l;~{:~.1~.~~~t. 
of white tr~stone:chi~; th~ a pteee·ol.finewhite· ¢hih,a.,4d~.a•9teen.flota:fkie,S1;ti"We•:~~·· ·.· .: .. ·, 
Then a {«tlter'modern a~r~ ~~ted: tlli)le fOnt was· found., tt··~~ iriono,ia._ '"R"fiiet~ 'u>· · 
elabotate horse_shee. ont~e·handle. This was a product of··~.~·. ~~e.r.; ~de, ~tt~.•; ~y, .;: 
Well-ruSted bOrae!aftoe WaS found~ Wlth 8 large l)indwrollght it~ naiJ ef~ JncJii8~f,~ ~j .. -~; 
head an<l.sllaft. Thesft _..found atr. ~-af J:4 feiiit. ,. ' · , · "" ·· 

. .. ' ., . ' . .. ., . /' 't 'i.'f·:~ -~ . ,f; 

At 14 f'et a ~- sei of -~it> ~-was touneil~. The ~t#$; ·~·t.ru;rea~ tQ.~b®t.;;~2'··~-
on the side. Sbort·•tuidr.redwood bleck•·hat.l·.~en.iJl.aeed ac:r.Q$1· e.ch·ct:·tq.~ff~er'~r'~s .. to .••• _,· 
(conttnued .on the fQllowillg;' page:): · ,. ·· . · ' · ·: ~ · .: ··· · · 
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ALOG o~'l'HBOLD WELL 
, , at Full'!' lOSS. · 

Th• oricinal·~cav•tion 
waJ about 5 ~-- s4_uare · 
'l'ha corners ware· orient4ad ·· 
n.early north, east,aouth, 

• . and vest. 
~-B. WOod Q4 •11• ver. badl'f 

cleter10!'&te4 to about the 
31 4apth old)'. · 

Crib. boards-Reclwood, 
19 - 40 inches long, 
9-U. inches wide,2 to 3 
inches thick. 
Comer po~u •rOugh 
4 by 6 irlpes-redWood .. 

Ctlti boal'~s ott ~QUtl:l..-t . 
d~e ton heti · ot coJ"ner 
post and d;rben ,cimwart:l. 

· E• Top· and l)ottr6a tsoarcta in 
, . place. . ·.· . . . . . P.r 1 2 ,Jtlt_. , Four l.arge sandstone 

, ooulcfl~ra ·tilling· the well 

Framework· of ·five boards 
attaeb.e<l to uuthwest side· 
of' well cri_b. Top~ c:ent•r b'oar~ 
has. tour thrtta'ded: bOlts . 
s9t: with hteds held egainst 
well crib boar'ds. · · 

·_·Four i",i_· .. ;~".lag_ .oolts 
. Hol4lis;bt ·crib lfA ig · 
pla-ce·.· . · · , 

1 :•C.tb1dfts with-·!J.••~ oorraer 
poet.: an4 aaooth · 12" aide 
.b~ .... 

· fll{J: EMCAYAtl0Wi9F .'f!Ht OLo•w~:L (continued from the previous page) 
I '-' , . ',-·. . ' ' ' • 

.. h~J) ~~P~:~l1.,P~.r:~~l.O~~~qbo~~~~ cThe hodl1l0l1t~ ,side. boafdsw~r~ a pit:tbicket:than thos~ 
ki~':t,tp~,,li·~l·~,Jt$,•~-~~;, ~el}:~velll!ld by~ a~.,tope~t the l,l:;e of,l;ather short machinc;rcut 
,sql.lci\t~ 'll'~~.~Jt~ ~·~e··~l)e~Jt Jn :P!~~.. · o·n~ again th!'! _t~ails ~4 t>een . ~ven fron. O\ltside the .crib. 

··~ 'l.···. ·_,.~ .· :,~~. -~·-·~~t·"'·;:,~ .... ·· .. · '<~~-<·· )·~· . ·. . ", .. · ' -.. -~: : ·: < 1_, ·, 

• .· ' 3•. , 1~$,0• he¢a~:*I)V~~Ob4t, ttte s~t®>estsi.~·Qf this ~ib 1\eid,PeeR~ttamaged.. Th~ 
. ~'o/l#)ti~-~~ w~e'f9Und to~be;tom free pfthe comer pos,t$ • .Manybad:Qeen driven down-
wart:!·wltb g'reat'~enbe< The,Otber three sides of the well remained unaffeCted. . . 

'•:··, ·- '),,'' '····· . ' ,. ' :;· ':: -.- ·, . ·, 

.,, -~ 1\ 

, · ·-~- .,· : .,. ,.,jf#'~ii,~t·,t~i~ ~&t,i?n m4de it n~cE!.ssary<tp x:em.o\l'e all the·old cribbitiq and set~ a new 
G:f'tb.in P,laqe't,.O.a ~P*l;l of 20f-eet. $his new cdb was made 48' inches squal'e~ .Three.!J}ch by 12inch 
~~ttn:ue'd' oo'tne1·foli¢Wthq paqe) ' ' . . "' 

-r -~-· .. <" . . . '. -., :··, ,. . . . , . . 
• .:.;, ' >:::~, 

'- { 

,, 
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THE EXCAVATION OF THE OLD WELL (continued from the previous .page) 

redwood was us~d for this purpose. It was l~ered by undermininJ the tiers and. ~dding to them at 
the top as the new crib worked downward. . 

There. was a change in the nature of the fill material between 14 feet and 20 feet in the 
well . Indian mound soil gave way to rock, small boulders, and clay. No artifacts came to our 
attention. 

At a depth of 20 feet a third and wider set of redwood- aibbing was: revealed. This crib 
measured about 48 to 50 inch~s on a si~. Once again short block.s of wc»d aaros~S the ·corners_ pre
vented the upper crib from telescoping down into this third structure. Split and hewed boards and 
corner posts were. found •. Th.e nature of the nails was not positively determined. 

Mr. Knight ,vas somewhat startled to find the opening of; the well ·almost completely 
blocked by a great tan sandstone boulder. He removed it by slawly shattering it with a steel bar and-. 
a pick. Below it was another boulder of equa~. size. Eventually-four weat boulders were broken up 
and removed. The lowest one was £ound to be resfing upon the uprlcjht' comer posts of a fourth set. of 
cril:>bing at a depth of 29 feet. This was certainly the explanation for the damage noticed in the · 
cribbing between 14 and 20 foot depths. · ·.. · · · 

An even more puzzling feature came to Ught while the ftr$t of tl\$fe/.,r.-t ~- ._,al b,etriq 
removed. A one- inch board a·bout fiye inches Wide and 45 itlcheS··lO~ ·w~ ·:fobnQ· .. tC1" ~ rf8,tened ~;·a~;~ .. ' 
horizontal position in the center of the southwest side. of _the welHtt! at)o.,;t tt~:e<Zl JOC>t depth • .A · •. 
sturdy redwood board about an inch and a half thick aqd ,12 incheswlde•itb:ligntttr boarils about ~· .. •· 
inch thick and five inches wide on either side extende~ down the st4e Qf. the 'Well. ~s• 0fJI.~ the ... · . 

. impression of a small door with the usual header and stele :f~ming. 'soon.fot.ir.~ded bolts were . 
discovered protruding from the central board in a rough llquare. Wb • .nfi-Ml.ly- rt;vealed·, this f~ture ·. 
was found to be made of two heavy boards about three feet J'Oiig, · set: ~nd to. ~nd dow.n the side Of .~bEt 
well. The narrow side J:>oards were only five feet lon~. Hea\fy n&ll~-nad.onee secured ~U tnesei::IOeids, 
to the side of the well,_ but. they had long since rusted away .. The ~ire s~ruct~e sobri .. feU· ~~of -itad , 
own weight. The crib of the well had been planed flat t~;nder the bOa~dt:; QtbetWi.Se there wu ~1119 -
under the boards • · · . 

. ' ' 

The fourth set of cribbing fou.nd at 29 feefwas unique. lt measured l~ incJles wide on the · 
northeast and southwest sides .and 38 inches on the opposite sides. ! The redWood side bOards w-. ' 
only about an inch thick and of uniform widths, smooth as: miUedlu~bet~ !'fl'lll f6ui.by'fourt.ndbcomer 
posts had been cut on a large circle saw. The corner pGSt,S extendedciPwn 1lome· alx fEfet-.or so arid. 
rested on an irregular large bbulper which seemed to ~ithe bottom oJ tffe well;;· The bOtfzc.ntalidde 
boards stopped about two feet short of the bottom of the comer post~ •.. 

Near the top of this set of crib boards it was found tha~ Jour .large lag bolts. 01 drift pins · 
had been driven through this set of side boards and anchorec:Nnte .th+' lOWeSt boards .oftbe \ll)per crib. 
Obviously this was necessary to prevent this wooden st,ru,~tUre fti::>rn il~finO' free ait<l rtsinqwlth'the 
water. ·.· 

,.., 

A fifth set of wall boards was found set in below this peculiar crib ancfset at an acute 
angle leaning outward. These narrow vertical boards. had evidently been so set to pr~vent the fill 
material between the cribs and th-e surrounding rock from working dawn into the bottom of the welL 

When it seemed certain that the bottom of the well had ®en found, an effort was made to 
screen the accumulated mud on tlie chance tha't artifacts m1ght be fol:lnd, The only item found was a 
delicate pink china pitcher with fine green floral designs. The hancl).e.w_as brOken and part·of it was 
missing. It bore the inscription "Made in Austria" .in English as a mark on the ~om platJ~ 

·Our inquiries since 1954 have failed to add to our information about this 'well ... ·'file 
presence of "machine.., cut, square iron nails" would suggest that the cribbing WhiCh w• foUnd ~~been 
placed after the Russians left in Ia44 .• The Russians made their own-nails·an<t they·w.ei$ ofa;dtflerimt 
design frpm those fou.nd 1n the well's: cribbing. We can or:lly ~ess that the.wotk was'~• by-4~~ 
between the years :1844 ~arid 1874. No reason has been found for the ~nsicms of the v-arious. J$_ts of 
cribbing. · · · 

When the lowest l$Vel$ of the well were cleaned out there was· a. change irt the water 
(eontill\Jed on the fe>llOW:ing page} · · ·· · · · · 
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THE EXCAVATIOl-i OF THE OLD WELL. (continued from.the previous page) 

problem. The water, which had been a' continuous problem, seemed now to leave the well faster than 
if' ca~Jte in. The well went relatively dry for a time. A porus strata was now draining the water out of 
the well. j Had this occurred when men were trying to deepen the well to improve it$ supply ofwater? 
It seemed this may be the case. It could explain the hurried filling of the well. wUh sand, soil and 
those gl;'eat boulders. 

The little china pitcher with its English inscription remained a PJ.lZZle for four years. Then 
it was revealed that a sympathetic neighbor, seeing our fruitles·$ search for historical artifacts, had 
quJ.etl y placed the pitcher in the well so. we vrotild not go empty banded for all bur months of effort I 
The donor has remained anonymous to this day. · 

N/V 2/64 

JOHN C • .McKENZIE 
Curator I., Fort Ross State Historical Monument 

, •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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SIDE VIEW as seen from the' 
South. 


