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The. Cblirnander '~· ·h~use is ~~r;:~··-j . 

. b~1ld1~ 'ot· the J:'ius;ian period which now can be 

found at ;ro~t Ross. From tb.e records of.tl;l.ose who 

visited ~·r~ Ross during the Russian occupation, 
.. 

1811 to l~41,1t seems that this building was one of 

· the most orne.tely furnished buildings in the whole 

of Cal1f!l»n1•· ~·here were tap1stries on 1 ts walls, 
·' 

the finest t¢ carpets covered. 1 ts floors. The 
f ,. ? ·~:·.'·' 

::.· 

furh~ture was that of a princess. In the pantry was 

cut e;lass and silver and service ,agual to any iD. 
;+ . ' '--' 

Europe41 Th:e ;r;>essibili ties tor enterte.impeilt and 

comfCj)rt t~.: this building must have seemed beyond 

belie~ to the early guests at Fort Ross, 



,. 

l' 

. ' 
c ' 
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This trra.wing ·.represents the fort as 1 t f.lppeared ln 1826. 
It wai drawn :f'rGm a poiillb. directly; west_ of the fort. lt 
seems the artist drew two scetches ·of the ;fort and later 
addod the details of the hills and'neighboring buildings. 
Dr. Essig o.:t 'tJ. 'ef Cal. have copies. The build.ings outside 
.the stookade_,resemble Aztec indian dwellinss not California 
idian. f3well1:al$8. in one d r&.WLlg. 
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A view from the east d.rawn by the 1!'rench explorer Dahout­
Cilly abeut. l6~£5,; and appears in "Voyages Around the 'Horla .• 
Paris. 1835. ·· 
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A monument and plaque placed at the fort by the 
p~vis~en et JUgh11vays in ·October 194e. 

~ ,'J' ' 

'There are •w~ such plagues at the fort the tther is 
~n-the Old. Russian Chapel. They differ mainlY-. ill the 
date given fgr the departure ot the ~uss1ans to Sitka. 
The sale .te · J ghn Sutter was aranged shortly after 1839. 
Bu;!t the oelonists did not leave the fort until 1841. 
The 'Russian agents remained until 1844 to complete the 
trausf•r,•t the property. lieuce the other. plaquo gives 
the date lS~4 as the date gf departure. 

•": ,· 
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The Chapel at Fort Ross ~.f.~s ·one of the fort 1 s most 
outstand.ing buildings tLild still cornuunc1.s the interest 
of thous£:-nds who visi. t the fort. 'l'be oriii:ine.l clJ.E.\.J?el ~. 
'ut:.s 36 feet long uno ~~-1 feet v:H e 1 ·1 th the; bell tJv cr 
und. cupa.lo as shown in tho :picture. ln 1906 the Great 
earthauake caused this buil0 .int; to <.;Ollupse fT'J;. the 
eaves dovm. Later tile ch[•l,el V.·&B tal-ce:n apart ancJ 
re·assembl(;d, .t'art u:f tr~c 11(;·,, lur,:ber v.as. te};:.:::n from 
ot: er Russian build i.r1e;s 1. hich -v;cr(' tvru c'L:A· 1 r.t thnt 
time, The present stl~uctur, i[; 1_:s~~cutiall~r tht) f)~:-.>; r ~> 
the original building in size .:.11cl c1c::::icn. '1.r1e grcHl r•,>vf 
gvos ln1ck to the ri2:..:r~~: \;Leu v,oocl replucec'l slJcet C'.)}?}?C::J:' iLl 

Chapel and. Church r' .. vf.f,s •. jjetlOV! is D. View of th:'r,C-""'· c.t 
the possible locatic1n c:,f ~ho Russian cemi tary. BJ ~~·:~ss'is 
U. of Cal. Entom0l03ist. V:t!T ~ 1t>-7. 

. . 



~--- t. 
~his is one of'the three bells which originally 

hung in the Old Russian Chapel at li1ort Ross. The other 
two were taken to Sitka vchen the H.ussians left. The 
prominent lettering is in the Russiun language and reads ; 
"Cast ill St' :Petersberg factory of l.taster J.;J.erchant Ma.chaa 
Makarov Stokokena." There are tv,o figures in baso-rcli;:.f 
one the sid:es of the lhell • ..Lhe mule figure facing the e;ur.lC ra 
bears the inscription in a Greeko-slavin language , "Jr::Dus 
Christ". The feli'...ale figure, possibly that of Mary, on t[1J 
opos1te side of the bell carries ·a scrolc on which is 
written a prayer'' Dear J....orcl, Fort:;f;i vc us and Receive 
everybody." 1'his. is also in the sl~vio scri1)t. ulun:r mo:1 
~hQ are fumilear ~ith rr(scnt-day casting ~ethoas have 
re~p.arked about the delicate and intri0ate b&se-relief i:~ll<~ 
scrole ~ork on the bell. ~hey remark that it wuula be 
almost impossible to ~lJI:licute the bell to,ay. 

-3-
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·.rhis remarkable olo bell has hac1 quite n his tor;'· • 
.1. t hung in ths l.ihapel long before there v•as a priest t:ct 
.. t!'Ort .li.OSS. :rho first l:::U0\'!11 rJrto~:;t ·~-:.:.s J..l'ather lvan 
Veniaminov VJho. stayed. from July 1,1836 to beptcrnber of 
the same year, ""••hen John A. Sutter ,,n.:r·chased the fort in 
1939 he took the bell to his fort ~t ~acru~ento. ~here it 
vvas user~ us a signal unr. alarLJ bell . .a..s such it ::--.cr::ms to 
huve been a· considerable uno:'a.nce to some of t:e pione.~rs \'.ho 
shared. .Mr.sutter's hospitality. 1t ('!is;;..1)pearec: from .Suttr,r's 
forta.nd Wfi\.S not :found. until 12()6 • .Lll that year the ci t:r of 
retaluii1S. organized a. fire fl e1;artment &.nr. bU.Ui:bt the bell 
from a San :&1runc1sco Junk y&:J.",. 1n 1916 the bell ~tv'J.s taken 
clown and stored in the c::al bin of 1 he jD.il at .tetuluma. 
until 1925 1 t remained in the coal bin unf! er the -~·Jarcl.inn­
ship of the chief of police. ~his gentleman W&s iriterestcd 
in the bell and t!me and_ n.gu.in refused to <.illO\i·, the rewovul 
of therboll. ln 1925 the bell w~s presented to the ~ative 
Son of the ~olden. west. This organization store~ the bell in 
an old adobe near ,retaluma until 1945. un September 3 'they 
v, are instrumental !n returning the bell to tbe old chapel 
~t ~ort uoss. L~was gratefully !eoeivaa with fitting oerimony 
by the Division of Deqchcs ~nt rarks. 

" 

!iround The WorlO. in Eit;bt Hundred :r.ea.rs.-
l.lampson. uobin · 
11& tional motorist/~ -6-
J.~ationt:\l ~utomQbil4t ~.;lub • 
• ~roh 1938. p~.5-6.et se~. 
~urisy •iss.~.Call • 

. I' 
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·xb.ie iSAl viev-1 ,:;f the inte;;rior of. the en};Jt~lo of the 
H.tllssian i;hapol • .1. w~nts of intex·e:;t ure; the rGun~. winll o~.,s 
dm oppesi te sides vf tte -cupulo c~m1 the long tongue and 
groved boards which line the cufulo. As the intarior,shown, 
is bell shap~d ruther than sim~le barrel-sh&pea these·bo~ras 
require. car.c:ful fi ttint th:cir entire lEH'lt,;th. :J:h~ p/Jf.l 
ceiling here is mora thr..n c;ichteen .tel!:<t hir~t:.,-~:hilt::7 that of 
the chapel 1e onl;r ei;:ht :'eot :ti.·h. ·.t:he Ofening is ten fc ·t 
in ~&ammter~at the b ttom en• ubout ei(ht feet in diamrtPr 
u t _the 'top!. 

. ,;,:,;._->' 

.L t is interestinr to not.:: th&.. t th' s cupalo was orit:ino.ll~r 
covered by a domed roof reser:J.bl ing tl~,e _present structure. 
:rhis roof w~s made of 13 or 11 mu.tchec} nne. naturallY curvcc1 
bru.hches r,r! local .uU.adrone ':.ooc ..• .Lh~r,c may also ·be ::>Qmc­
argu.ememt about~ the :prer.cn6e of. the\ .. sm8-ll circular wins ,,.,..s 
in the or1g:1,nal. tov.'t-;r •. d,is roint is not shov;n cl~t:.rl;r in 
many ·ot 'i;he early ~.ru,, in;.;s aml rhotograph~. 
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This photo shows the aspect 
uf th~ typical half dove-tuil 
corner in th~ ComnJander 's 
House at Fort Ross.~he slope 
of these dove-tails is c.tbuut 
1} to 2 inches to 8 inches. 
On each face there is t.. Li0 c: t:u 

1cey or lock extending c1 ovJll 
froril the slar.~.ting lov. er fue;c 
into the face be: low. Tti.s :-:.ey 
~cner~lly measures ~ i~0Lus 
lo:rl;:; cdld expands from 2 inuh.s 
in width to about 3 inches in 
·vvidth toward .. the enr. of ~-.l1e· lot;.! 
Ti:HlS there is a dove-tail anr~ · : 
key lock alternately at ri'-'ht 
an.:;;lea tv the one above u~lcl tL<..t 
below on euch c3'tact face sbG· .. ~l. 

Iu th.is phvtosraph the to 1• 

three logs on either side of t 
t111s corner are untastdrtt:::c 
orisiHc:.ls. The walls avbl'c:<:.z 
Dl i:Q.cbes in thickness. ?u<..:i" i3 
, rov~d on ita lower surf&ce tu 
rti:oei ve the curvature of -'..;),.:· 
r-::.catd lot;: above t..nd -the.u 
u("U.!l:ec1 1,itb nc;1tive mos~>. 
TLis oet:si:.s tv have bec'n c~.o.1c 
. ·r +'-t:. uc..oe Of the. adze.._.., 1 •'~1.. + :.. .. "Cl u ~ >J Ll ~ .-, '"' · . 1 \,M.,I,... 1 ,;.; .. .....,.... -1. \... v ~ ., .. 

~,he picture here T r----·-·- · ------ ···-- · -
cives some idea gf the • 
Lev c:::.ud. dove-tail cut. 
'"his viuv, s@.01JS the 
puint~d inside surface 
of a wall log and it 
lower surface ~etail. 
~'l1e uotch to the left 
of the curd is the 
w::.rro~. cud of the wedge: 
cat to TQceive tho key · 
ill the n.ex log. · 
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'.:'his victure hus ;;,evt:r<:.;l roLJ,t~; w:l' L,;.t.c~rc$:t • ..,.,L· r.;•.: lo 
in the fure~.::rounc'l. is ilJVf'rt,J1 •. ,s re,_:-•.j'•" its ~ .J~ ition lu 
u.se;. ~~vte the grove ,_ :iL::. ;;_; typil:sl o ~ the lu~-Jr :l.cle ~<~.' 
i;,·.st wall logs. The c.:•Jt .. itL. t:H.. tri· lt;ic,1L ... r :.'';::..,c(~ ctci' is 
the u:p,per half of an eEl' to c.id l.h.:;: j .)L"t. "';I L.: '-'::' l'G•. ,., 

to tiE':i the first and L~:~~, lo:·s L: tL.'' l;,;;:.t; .;.i~1: ~.alls of 
the Conuuunclers houst:. Thus t!n: l;rul!:L•;:d o:;:.· t:lcin""' tl,.:: i:.:.ll 
to.L;ethvr VJU.f::J solvefl. 'l'he :fh.thl<tcc1 lOi in JcL,, 'l:ack:..:ro'-,"11 
Vvi th the large JrOOVC ill:Jctrut,;S :·nc llt.lf Clf tl1e !:!OfJt 
0 :n::m on end t o end 1 o z J u 11 .. t t < :;; c: r' i I·l t ' , ' · 1 · a l L:: .; .C t ll :t 3 L ...; " s (~ • 
Its chief claim was ~>i1::.i/l:r t[H,t .it l_r .l' !-lu· lo~·f-:. fro::J ::.·Llli11__;. 
''.'hen ~~~incLow or d.oor OtH r•.in -~, v· ere r_,_.,l e (:_ t..~u ... _:cl:: \_,,:; le:l't L:, 
e::.H.:h log and the v.in~j·,. fr:;,,r~ \,c:G .._:rJJVd t·.) u.~1e;bor tl1c lot:~::. 

111 the center o.r tUc pic.:t::lf'e i:-.:; ,, loc; 1 iliuil i~~--s 1H:Ul 
flarJed_ out to receive t:1e cue: ti of loc_ tJ~: >·' ;:..;s the ±'c.cr: '·11'" 
riL:e of u stairway orl tbc ·)ut·•i(1c Y.:: 7he tuil<'lin,s. 

( f.£he l)eoul~c.r s~,ut~ on the 1 lt .. te (;:'e };Dtibu.bly (\ :.:tc 
to an accic.ent in -'!,wclop.iHc •.-il'1 ::;i..)v- LlGGt-.l_l:t:.' 
:;olution of rl<:~vt::LJ:":r u'':•st'-<1::>.) 
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TLis is a cross-sect-• 
ion study of original 
flooring as found in 
the Comwanser's House. 
The boards shown here 
are 16~18, and 26 
inches wide· respect­
ively and 4 inches 
thick,es~eciallj at 
tht:t end. cf $ach board 
a~d at points where 
the boar4 crosses a 
floor joist,The loWer 
si~e is often l•ft 
rouzh as slip ... 

'.Lhe av~rage board is : 
about 20 inches wide. 
The rabbiting along th~ 
ed ces overlaps :f'roro 1~ ~ _ 
to 2~ inches ano. is quite 
V1ell· done. 

::lome partitions reseted ,-'1 ireutyy on the fl•.iOl'inc; ul1ii the c1 Gor·f, 
frames were tenened. into thcj floc.•l'. ~I'L.c: pret>ence 0f the old 
r:1ortis s<.:ars.ruay assist in loc.uting ~'-'Ut:! of the original 1.urti t­
luns. 

ihe picture on the ·~ 
right shows the way ; 
the :floor joists were' 
fraied in. The notched 
lo3 in the cehter does 
not support the tloor 
but seems .to b•~a ' 
cross tie to hold the 
1 og wall in plac• •. , 

'," ·.,,,:.. ·.· 

The lower limi$s t,i;f{ · 
the white:calsiminef 
may 1nd ica te the · :: 
level of tbe old flter 
or the top ~f the 
mold board., The reason 
f0r the patchad'holt 
a'L ove this j t;}ist ha:a 
not been determined"·; 
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This · picture shows the cuts 11eede(l to put a <'1 oorwo.y 
through an interior los ~all,in this case. The detail is 
also true of the other door~.uys through log ~alls, in 
the Commanders! . House. The tongue shown on the sid.es of 
th~t opening fit into tbe groove rr.entioned on the side of 
the door frames. The extreme height of the opening is 
necessary to allow the header to come down on the tenons 
which rise f»om the fr&me. As in the window frames a •ide 
shim is ~riven into the resulting opening above the hoaoer, 
one from each side of the wall,und wedged tight. 

The lighter colored rings of wood in these original logs 
is.the sapwood, This doorv,;8.y is not original but a luter 
mutilation Which requires restoration in the. patern of 
an original dQ.orway. 



~n Origihal Door Frame. 

The oj?ening is 78 inches 
high and 28~ inches Vvio e • 
The fram$ is made ~Diliid 
aud helCl tot.;ether b~r u 
set of mortis and tenln 
joints and bevels. Each 
side of the frame is t(non­
ed. L1to the floor.'Dovm the 
side of each frame is ~ 
:plo~.; 3~ iHches vH.dtt una_ 
l~ inches deep intQ which 
tile edge of the partition 
or the ends of logi-? are 
LluC1 e to fit as a tenguu. 
Tims anchoring the wall. 
'!'l~t: ~.id&st d.iwension of 
the frar.1o is 7" by 8". 
On the side a~uy tram the 
cu.r;,era there is a steep 
bevel.The Jamb is a solid 
~art of the whole frame. 
'f'he door fitted flus.h 
with the camera side. of t 
the frc:<me as shown. The hi 
hinges do not huve losE> 
piue,are iron and wiug­
t~'1,e,C'' long with 4'' 
wint::s,aud se<Jured. by s<Jrews. 

'.rhi3 figure shows 
the detail of the 
joining of the sides 
ana header of both 
t!odnr ah4 wicl ow frame. 
!!ote the groove and 
the bevel shown. The 
te~der is on the Fti 
riJht.The typical 
wottis and ten~n . 
~oint is seen center. l 
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This sho~s an orieinal 
window fra~e in place ~ith 
the old :noHU11g. 1'he sill 
Gas been cut through in 
later mutilation. Note the 
d~o~ bevel. Thbre is a 1} n. 
rub'Lit on the outside \,Lie:1 
fJrus the v.indov, jaLJ, All 
j oin"'vs are moris and. te.:£H.;'"c;". 
The header issecurb'l 1iy t::s 
\~ire shim ~Jhich shovvs .:;J.Jove 
t ht~ top m~,.;ld.ine. 

The picture below civcs a 
b..::tter viovi of the detail in 
t lHt header of th~ v,incl oVJ ulcl 
also the typical Cl oor :fr.::cJ !.t.~. 
"Jotice tbe cteep illside Ut:Vc:l, 
tbG rabbited. wiud.ow jum,~;:_w~ 
the mortis • 

. -----·-----·--' ---- ·--·-

·- -~---· .. .. -·~- ·i 
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He:re is shown the meetin ui' hio ue:iling bez,ms aml a 
pillar. All are dee~ly sr00v~~ to receiv~ the boar~s of 
the Vdlll in the intc,:rier> ':f tl co Co;JL.a.u:'l <.:r 's House. T:lis 
secured. the top and si(1 FS of the v;t..ll boarr1~s. J!t the ·lj. 
floor these b~~>ards · '-Jlfr} rcsdler1 on tile floor ana. ~\ere 
held in line by a· three inch r_;_uarter round mold bourd, 
\Jhich in turn was daped into t1v:: 1 c.ll log at one Gnd. anr 
viedged in at the pilar end. _,_ruc.:es of the old 1~;-all r:nrer 
an<'! the tacks Which helc1 it L:u;r iJG ser.·n in tlH• picture. 
Belo~ is "sh~wn an old lo~ ~ith the phinking moss in 

place nnd on the lO~'.er sic~ o , uenter, the notch and bor 
~~ plapecial joint usod to tie th• sides of the building 
in place and prevent bowing. 

,, 
_...:...._ ______ ..:o..---~-~--------------~-- ~·· ____ _;._ _____ -----·-···:' 
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This is the eld double' 
fireplace in the Command­
er's HGuse at Fort Ross. 
No .. records have been 
found concerning the age 

r--··------~,..;...,-------~--
1 

' ,. 
I 

or or~gin of the fireplace. 
It was placed in the large . 
est room. The notches on ' 
tllG ends of the fireplace l · 
were part of large closets wj 
which termed ,part of a wall.i 
These were built to the ! 
ceiling l 

There are several theor- f 
ies regarding the fireplace;: 

. I. · f 
. . I 

a. Built by Russians after l 
they 'had .beon ,tl.ere quite 1 

a while.· 
b. Built by later owners 

while using the build­
as an hotel er tavern. 

c. Stene out in china and j 
brought to San Francisco ,j 

as balast for. sailing 1 

ships. Sold te lumber L ... l 
baron ar1d asembled 
here. 

The rook it seems does not resemble an~,. common local rock. 
There are no other similar firer)laoes in tbe nei.shborhood. 
None of the early records,as far as is known, mention such a 
fireplace or other heating faoility. Visiting Russians are 
uncertain in thei:r E>pinion.some claiming it as Russian and 
others just as ~mphatic that it is not. · 

+ ···' ,· 

The rock on themantel is a piece of prehistoric r.::ud which 
1H;came cracked by the sun's heat and later herdenecl to stonA. 
It was faund under· the Co.tnr:Ltncler's homre cl.uring reBtorr.,tion. 


