Bk

S T S
FOERT ROSS
COMEEAY ANCY

s 19005 Coast Highway One, Jenner, CA 95450 w 707.847.3437 w info@fortross.org = www.fortross.org

Title: The Kayak Voyages of Father Ivan Veniaminov
Author (s): Wolfgang Brinck

Source: Fort Ross Conservancy Library

URL: http://www.fortross.org/lib.html

Unless otherwise noted in the manuscript, each author maintains copyright of his or her written
material.

Fort Ross Conservancy (FRC) asks that you acknowledge FRC as the distributor of the content;
if you use material from FRC’s online library, we request that you link directly to the URL
provided. If you use the content offline, we ask that you credit the source as follows: “Digital
content courtesy of Fort Ross Conservancy, www.fortross.org; author maintains copyright of his
or her written material.”

Also please consider becoming a member of Fort Ross Conservancy to ensure our work of
promoting and protecting Fort Ross continues: http://www.fortross.org/join.htm.

This online repository, funded by Renova Fort Ross Foundation, is brought to you by Fort Ross Conservancy, a
501(c)(3) and California State Park cooperating association. FRC’s mission is to connect people to the history and
beauty of Fort Ross and Salt Point State Parks.


http://www.fortross.org/lib.html
http://www.fortross.org/
http://www.fortross.org/join.htm

The Kayak Vovages of
Father Ivan Veniaminov

Ou July 19 b4, van Vemiarmmow, a Bussian Seihodes
rigds dooan she Stberan ool irtkask, soepped ashore
I ahe harbor of Unalaska His monlsery mno1ne prople ol g
raseern Acmatzaz slands bl begua, Qwer the nese 10 pears,
Faclier Veztiomanuy seamld ea ke prarly wisits e vaonus vitlages
i B clivtol, foegquensey traveling sy kavak, uz Inidarka. 15 3%
Fussian called at.

While Favher veearmney weas dirsn and furemsso o qnes en
she Bussian Omtslox Lkurch, he was xlso a2 mar of many
ather salents He designe:d and partally e che chioeeh in
Unataska. e ol his vawil Tacniture aod 3 clhiwx, L|.l|'|'.|.‘l|'.|.'d
£ dut ey sl the Adeor Tanguage, toenslated seopiares i
Alewr and kepr deailed record: ol Tee weaiher on Unalaska. He
wat gl rhe pimacy erhzegrapher . e carly & e ugs. As oo
wermiracy Ruassiae antiropsloged 23 vaney pot e T Darring
e time Ihe Aleur stll presersed their Uepical culluze, onaly
are eilznagraphes, vy pianizey., visited thewn When oo Lhao
hall a cen®ary later. soch specialived rescarchbiees as Waldeioar
Juchelon appodied va e Alvunan Iadrads, hardly acd of e
srigmal Alrur calore was vxgans Even wedaw, e seosty dlen
:lhnngr.cl.ph'r'_ sy man pse ke werk of Yenjaminow -

The ridunopraptie weerk ERal Ivar: relers b iy Yenananays
Muler om The Tstardd JF thie L'raldslad Guenice. o7 Molis s sl -4
Ao reenns that coveess geere speon of Aleu cuaiaee N Lo
lnhene v cheir eradimonal religioas helieis B vernaminoy
lel? Ly wich groadher ser ot ilecpmeans, che josimals o Fos day
i day aciecilies ay o priesd The poainals esser SEwe ritire jeemmd
il i 13- prar stay in Dolasdea, While (R puzpsese ol the ;uar-
1als wras Do doane it Yenn ey refeghody A0 e, S0 o
the balding of 3 chiusch, baprisms and ceremenies perfommed.
They abse give s an ewceawana b ghepse of 2 inler-isbanad iy
v Iy baidarka

Veramenay Tere ey,
Ve niamima s meneeny snothe Alsngans was finansed by he
Rusiian-Azngrican Lempeny, ar e Coznpany” dur ko, The
Corpany Lad o < harler Droee Loe Sossza crows, which gave
therm a momepsdy vs e fuz nade in Alaska Qe ol 1her ob-
lipauons under e chaner was o0 (und he a0ivites of (ke
clecgy ir adgska U oweas 1his soppor that hasd brought Bacher
Yeriacnimay b Lnalaska

Vet jrarikl weesil wersl as Ldr as Dok Island. D
wenl 025k a5 [ae as the Shdoagn Dacids 1w the sauch of the
Alakan Yempsuta and ncaded Al che islaods i bevaven D
Al o luded sme Prbalal ards, whooh are Secaced roushiy 2
hundeed aules o e mamlh of Unalaska. Tlznugh Yemarnnoy
iraveled mimcly by baiclerka. e Pezlitaly were ool ol andazka
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P oF byan Wam airroy 5ome pagrs attar g lef; tha sleyt.ans and had
e Meirrlilan o Moscoe, he hghetl ranteg Sarg nthe Ayssan
Orthodux Zhurch. ICauteyg v Yailyang Onwb

A Russian priest sent 1o hring the
church to the Aleutian Islands was a
keen and respectiul observer of the
people who lived there.




sans aztil he wisitee the by when a
Curpany b =aeebed iz vhen dinee
s, Thooe wwere 27 vlapes an his parain
will a wal o! Lasd phabuams deer
she 1-venr pensd he was ther proes,
ar prokall visised emoall naess ol

e mre Lhan cneer

o wol oan evd nl The caloiel ol
Vere Aot eI e s L R Lo sk
ar a4 map of the castem Alewnan:. The
Alepiian 1slamds are areicked oz [iLe
= viting ol pearls noan are thal c=ackes
Irm e Ansskan Peiamsula o the cast
ler Riowwia s Eaglarza  Peztisisula o
e west The Aleduans also onm the
houndare bouween she Benng Sea aid
ke Menh Faghc Wlen pides rua, ghey
lend w1 runt nori-wsnh, ourrmng che
skzaibs Terlweeen: Blwnnds izzie Tasd-2leswing
sreary ath urrenty ulles oscecsding
5L Hules per louz,

Zaands noche easietn Aleerians aee
spaces] daicly gl copenher s 1has e
leppey: Ppxpanie ol wanr Yerdamonew
lracl lererass was vy alww? lve iznley or
su. But 1he thoacs of e islands Lhicm-
s [ves were cfien seep and dnapproach-
ahle, Landing places on the islands wipe
risnfned a0 cowes and bearbey synpeae
val’ews el 1l weas And Beacl:es were
Appruacfahle anly " prd wralher
when o sin was rdiaming. s, «dole
A map makes cras el =0 he Alencians ok
laithy cavy, weaziier and Lthe Lepaspraphy

Tihe islarde ofoer made woa chiadlenpe.

'In_:...-e:in.g Ay Badgrha

Yemiammee's st badarkas rsocney 1.
place v 220, three aed 4 hald peas al-
ier b frst arpved e Upalaska He had
laken theer previnus j=ameys boooufly-
inzg tslandy, pae iy wailicg ship and sea
sy Bazlara, Wir Jazwe. upcn skio-brat ol
the Aleuts. ’

His tairmal cneey om0 Apnl 17, IR2E,
reads, "] 4et oy Az 9o clodk tnoa itee-
man Matdazka wn the company o Leer
Lweweator AIEer sailing thanogh 1
thoee s1rans betveocon aslads, weo oar-
nved salely a1 & o'vlock a she wallage
v gl novdios on The sland ol Ak
Axua dies ol the aprtheasiern cngar 48l
falaska at & clsBaree ol al feast 120
verslz [30 nonry] past the islands ol
Laalga and akuzan © 12 a nowe on thes
ey b seases, "This disance 5 [adged
L Spe pragress o he Jaidarka asium-
izig that a basdarka can covrer al least [
wrrsly |k title] am finaz, v even riore
wills o lyvardale carseni.”

Tie  dislange besvéeen L'nalissa
apgd Ak onoacaally 8% mines, wemich
Vepriamanny and Miv greop ceeeeeed o

hevam lar ae averags saoed ol tive
Wdley an loean cw$ seder 4 F Rbeers,

Wizianzizies Gnes suel saw where hie gl
the digure of 10 versts an hoar Do the
soced of & baidarka. bt on Laces psornal
it he reviscs 0 down o the 20
versts o foee miles an har nzagle i
el Byotle oz wn Akan. 2 seper chat
At sume pasinl by Tovond ool 1lie cernect
dislazzie boiween Dnalatha gzt Azxun
axid ad-usied ke dveage specd ol the
Latdarka accordingly

IULIICH . SR SR H T |

[n Nedes, Yemaanznay re ol thal, by Lis-
Lalaruuis, baidaz kas traveled ot greater
spcrd 2 thnes 257 T ke disd an the

TEEOS, o seeie? arccrdiag T bis izlor-
Sl weas i e use ol Aondaseas- - Isine
uz YOFE jiEaTes dECTled ko B varionss
s o the baadarka Hovewwori when
Yenminow had a theee-harch badarka
vrh Lopacke: baily {as nim, he Toend
shaz b weas e asler than a ropeemnnnal
aidarka. T seezst of specily ridarkas,
al there war one, had cheady leon s
el v Venzaamanoy afrived in e
Alzugns,

While the Fwe.mules-per-hage cruseng
sl il a aadarka w0 Yeoirngws liome
wukfl wdnily lw wliieved by lexlav's meeoe-
Aticatal paddlcn. cngicdainiag it fuc 11

bogat I S4a Kypyelrar 15
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Pcars s gli 2 leas bevnnd e rapaaciines
nf al e ke Mg ol paaddlers, And
O VT RN T TERTH L L T vl
Aty paddlad inogeesl wratken 1Rey
did=L vmwopn Lisr breaks, 50 althoszh sares
pasaed dlaieds oo oone [ron: Shralasi s Lo
Aken. dor cnsanee. thes wanelds’l stop
a0 these slands G Bacak bol vl
wnlelle kbl ivle rru plhok ey <SS per-
trape [ s - e - wWaer resc

Woyle Frve mtles porr looan weas 5 cnilsi-
an cruaens sperad oo 1he lRasdargs,
Mgler apevds weere aio sRerved In
Waer Vonianliziees reantls. The et
prescot-dav bandarks canoae ganim! e
fastesl currea fn the sezails, av lor -
A, 0 cradganskaa Stred whers ol
capes, the Cznrent ramy uze 1o e 5 Kool
|=.% mphl.”

According B Yemlanmined on
ey ol a lreg paakle Alecis adid
gt becaune Thes cineeed Liae val-
imp wwruld ozake acin thersly Touns:
iz e weuld bead o dnnking. and
dokasg wonra Tead oo 3 Tell Wladder
Thiy gl explpon huw Tne A
cotihd ez pazlzle 20z 28 e siraichs
PsEIECLIOEY ovezl p L el wetiiout
tppag, 00 oAk, shodessy, o dsuabl,

Arernale n e mfe searal a Feep-haten bada'ka. oru 13300000 ey al Gegige Do ]

preveAted Yoot nay qeimn addressiog
thus toguc, 5o JlL jouineyy weere docle
withomn ILIersusnoiL. Somennies che
wind came o oand progress ecame
imapemsilale, Jarcing e nsacnicos: aned s
savmpaitic s Lo duck inte the noaicst e
L1 Do shelser.

A 2riest &itheot g Paddle®

L Yermastionor paddie bies vz Sadaska
uEdd he sempy e abong as 3 passen -
pern gy middle byl g chree-haich
Theickaria® 100 as b @wplzade aae BBy sapns
Cerldiztly, ceewbiere Lo lzis joccoals does
M penhos leamang by @ RLandle a

0 e KAyaker | Augent Z00E




taadaiea
et had e dewae Bie o paldlieg T
Sated e o es sloaas awcoeis o
absivlies af the Alewss s mneceginyg, ke
handackar Baae b o reder o apy gy -

veliic b ke weanid fone ha! o

ey el Irwizip e padd e bz ovan

A Termrer s e vz she cdea has
cenzpmion ddnl g b e paddloog
o The mEre e leliog iz sewecral per A0l
entaars ol opmelng oo thzoe-tatch
Madazka, The ahreemach wadarka,
Tenslneg da T acmungs, was Tl
l‘|l.'1-'l."!l'l|'.l|.'l.1 uahl whier (e arewval uf il
Homsizns anc was esigesl aoowaoy
Busmian maabhe oy ke codile Bah
witl Aalewes paddingg in ke e and
sterne T Yermzammpmos & e, Kossam
suficly . ncaadicg thay pan ol ic 0w
e IR TR TR TS o TTET SN PR YL (P
Al st less Encs. Ahosl Busacazis i
SUMESECH WETC 0N s D class levels
alavre Al Mewrs wih Aol leinnng
e hvesl alass 1 meam thay Aleus
Were Iepensble Taroail the syl
‘aber wineh e paz presunie il
vil paddhing & badarka  Vhgher-dae
Rumiares such 35 Weahaanasne vesdd e
Adve been ablpaed o carey loads or
paddle u Lhasl.

i an chitey wn Seler, Neqaminos dells
i hat o e ewcision, when Lad
wrdller 2arced s panty Leosles il sl

Pl Sk i G

oo s Koo’

oy

Mirciow Group,

Kywpeo Saand

Eritich ke
~Cr Tiitel

thotr deanmartaan, 1ieey deendmed o wale
mverland mscesed ol gocngg cal By Ll
Tar Alcnty, wlaa head son ol uf Soand,
carzicel ali the geat wennous complaine,
did (ke Ruimans enole pame thoagh
ey hed (ol swemachs and wese el
LEmyIng oy wran ool hardis keeg e
with rhem. Tha linhe staas tells g 1het
Her Fesszaes, when ey, toedbded
e Alewls s Js Eavei SeRpliian: or
q_-qu.al-:. bk zarthier a2 To'horesy hircazglan i

i ihe Tovavy wrk,

il cven ol Yooy dadnT du s
it aaddlig. ravel by Baddarks was
sl srreaonus apd fall ol advenoire The
Aunsy fre ez & hallenae ooy proshebly
the wematbier, The weasan lar Bailacka
travel way conzglly April we S=ploznber.
Wenzarninoe Jdoseritod winiwd a8 lashng
[rua Chtobel 10 March Teavel pepond
these Jdares was 122 anpredicabls b
etz ol lzeguens slrms and Zigh weands

i .I|[||.r|

Gver M models For recreotongl, shor
ronge, lerg range and pedermente fauring,
all built 1@ the highesl standards o qualing.
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T wiraar the days weee poo shom s
Irlps by peiphbring wstands, Fvee ddo:-
irsg the graveel sepson, haptt wends vianlid
e U and sep & ereup ot hdind AL w5,
lozeng ko oy sock reluge wnereves
thow eould. And noAomme cases, Lhe
soorm celd make e wnpleawnl evea
il ezavelers wrere aloeacly o Laond  ©f
September 2T, LA1G, Wesiazulia v winie
“That wight the wind grew exrmely
stoeng aod theee waz o heavy raun. su
that despiee a1l eser effurts, we coud
nuot keep Lthe tenl slanding. AL mtdnighs,
it nerelle darkness, e wers reed e
nuewe inka & deemed pan ”

Yeruacnitoy had cak=n by lomizy wih
bz ro Unalaska  adetiocyl: an his jour-
n3ls e dges wol owagsaan of mssmg
chemn, Les jeearnevs odien laned several
ks, wnd 105 sepazareee dosm b L.
Uy w0 deabr was an aikbtional Laritstop
wip him

Ewar-Peaseni 9i5as

Ful there wepe ncker bspeers biesicdes
b iz mt lnzechness, T ase vedry Ter
Seplentsr 7. 1A, Venivimioey 1wel1s us.
“Whle sailigg aloingside Ak wLaz. e reer

> runsbee of whates and Taced domgeron

[rassa Erony thens e whae saughe
st il o Baiilares o le he o zs abaay
L sndace, grew imphlomed ooy s,
Al hiracead sodae nl:.-. Thid czedied a Dr-
okl wvake Lk, 1 Fehsl oo capsize
the basbarka

oo .\pr'.l Tw TE2E, Yeigcnrew e
copaered Tus Lt Lidle rize 3 Lasaccd
Exnecil iz Lhe itadls Do slapds - A
Cicle vig.” wenaanvnoy wlls us " acih-
IR we1er 1har a3 abnormatly siceps amgd
trecueng dosoyrbatee, Saary om st
places, wlicle cucls wp Lke a abwe al e
tup. Titit prlcsimsivoan ooz drloeo the
sl and ceuglaness of e o g ageins
tae direction of 1he cuerent. Tlweie i no
vy 10 save ol v ben o 1he =i e
ol 3 arong nde 19 i a baudara, a2nd
ey Mo Ao je 3 iexidarkal™ awvhien
Yoemaaminoy ared biis compaciions e
cornteresd Lide mpe e5iey Tud i o twice
bt Liz wraid Fer citiien tha ndad sl or
The wprpsrlip wrilnd e slsep.

Add hen thers was awaxs 1he paa-
wibilite ol seaming a lobe oo i ke ol e
Wntidarka In ey entey [or Sesiendlae 27,
1229, Yenudaninuy Sepuzi - Ad0er ariv-
ing 31 Lhe village. wie daseovered 1hat woz
bawdarka bad beem wtn along gae kel
a5 a resule i was almeed JallFilled with

weatey, W Eeube taze i when either
Landing vy puilig st foaan e hiiule s
lard. Foocnacy, she dstanee had nos
Liepm wreal. or Qo n:-l.-i:q"_hm;g vl s
have @oles wel, ool o menten it
A lin g wote cuuld have lappesiod
s swch a lugh wond wnd oeelyear-
able correzl.”

Thnle bamdaika Iriz wvmre nflepn Sl
lenging. the faa1 chal ¥enaaaimey sr-
e L owears of wnrer-asiand renel iz-
sheales thar 2 weas nas nr{fs,mn',f.- [aral
Erucleonce and espesiviee helped 2
Alcualy siacvve thivir poerizeys. adlhiugh
VroLidinicsey  ropwa Dy e inlicdn adoa-
dealy o lis Juuinals o Nans e ntee-
v s sorae of the salery eguipmcit and
salery pesoedures 2eailoale 12 che Adeils
toodeal winn: aecidenes Fach Tee hail g
Taailicg inbe ghat eorlel b cyed gn suce
wialer oo ol ebe CHIRRazi ol Lhie [sal, A
Bixal ritiglil alau fazre a4 Sprooge Lo ol
uz snallee guaantes of wacr

Early Faddle Foare

Yentazniciry alsie regasls thal on loraeer
Licnes, wedien Aleul padder Eeguoizdy
wralutod ol done, edilh Basdatka weenld
carre 3 zladder made Jrem the samEch
nf & seal ar sation, Incase ol @ capsise.
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Ine  twa o tkrea match Eaidareas, Bxdudk islanes 1805 [Coramheay nl George Dpeor

the paddler could os the basdarka and.
witlt e help o1 the mmed Bladder.
climn ba<k imek the cockpis e methogd
he desrnted was ewaentially the same as
WAL Eeziiawy i pel back ol e
kavaks witl: the help sl o paddle tloat.
YVelsidfanoy makes o reea ok of inll-
ispmaneesers a5 3 worm of sel-resoue

The Leal alws had orher omes. "1 has
bepprnced thatl. when poeasiaoally 1o
haiclarka sheatbiag §uil suznchosy, 1
paddlcr. with the bl ol e bladder.

el caal oF Lhe Pacilazka, warmesl i

cer repaered e s i then dhinnbed
in. previded thowghe wetanmer v as caln.”
Coean ke emperaiane o aleusam s
ters, ey fonm af resice rust have been
nrizye Foor e amest hardy af paddler-

The bladder cuald alsss e oweed a- a
Joar mag. allowang 3 paddler e paddle
A parally seeamnped 'I;::.'licl,]rl-.;.;l 1t shwaree,
Hawerwver, Dy Neoiamenows lirmme, frwe
Al pachles ased socl Blacleders azny
CLFC, Sizies Bhiey aawa s SCF saul T o
thiree sl e and vouid help cach ushaes
s el

Vemamaneey Bemsell eever raveled
Alone. Hiv wimssy panaliy oo sew-
cral baclarsas sreilizzg ol o2 oo Lz 1
seezrie Ll lusiges riges were altore e
at relavs Dnie deg ol samdarkas wewld
sake b ey nne sland 1w 1te e
Ihen (hew vl soturn Biame whele
Venraniziey perferznced les clerieal b
ew, Then len thie czeal log ! Ly posirney
b weould havel w3 Jiflerens landarss
o semenmes 3 badata His journals
aive the imoressnn rha slere was o Tair
crsinr iz aZan! smavel poiep en,
and Be ocoahd nlen owecel werd alwesdd
TeotIne mend willage o havr e grooop ol

Cazkasy carne Lo el

Thr End af 3 Qrcasds
IR Al Yempmunoe  avemaped e
Taidarka Iripa A wear Tis Lt Tericlarka
i encled oo May Y9 LEX Bl Laal cay
win Lrialunka ended weith a scanmn, Ths
quurmal eneey oy thay day reads wn npare
"Immebaely afier the serminm, ©ose
i [orothe ship, acrompaciss by sacd
and ey Alent The sineere gratitucde
aril spiograthiy uf cvery Aloul were at-
Wslerd lsx Doy dog lears, A1 one ok oz
the sanae day, we weghed anckier ond
wrzil Bu Sika. Thos coraleded oy slay
sad Uatalasha, 3 stay ko1 Bad lased 10
vears and 17 davs Treem Dely 2% 1933
My AT pase | 15%a 7

And u, Yemmooesy perfoaned s
sorastry i ot AleuTaaze azdd el us
withe ™ ioacy acoad i e anly of
Alean culiere by also wf whar = veas ke
1o eeayel arenme! che Alesdians i a sinall
sk Bl Toeme welbn might beoinler-
relvd i avEzaing Yeniamimess uenney s
me e lebaie vl ind thar the geogra-
phe and 11 weacher of the Alewstans
has chapped very diggle decan whar he
Eescritied i hiy jowroaly e pnziter
il villages vt e UnaZaska clisirigd T
wurunk Irmm 27 in Yegianimoy's e 2o
soven Lnday, Bor mees ulther thangs are
the same The wond s blows and 5l
Lide rips agill Anom an 3o siraic Belbwesn
islands. SK

Woybeng Dok i aalioe 2 THe ATvinan
Kuvak kg e e 1 ocicting reaatene!
rreratEr e ang ddeeran Lgvale sineg [ GER
RS e ragadr saresd dnnding af Axa
S Tlind Sy o the 2lenticns, That e
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