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:· S~~~ ·~~~ ,:~go the Library of Congress acquired 
Russian church officials inN ew York a .collection of ... ",..~• 
manuscripts embodying Alaskan ecclesiastical archival 
rial. This group of documents, carefully preserved in the 
of the 'Library, has not been classified and has ·never been 
by bistorians. The present writer was privileged to make 
exmiinafion of the collection and feels .that .a survey of 
:::ontents will be of value ·tothose interested in Russi:~n 'ctn,,...;~ 
n the history of the Russian ·colonies in .America, and aDe--,~ 
jally in ·the social and economic history of Alaska. The mate
·ials contain much specific .and detailed information, which 
hould offer :a useful supplement to sources to :be found in 
tussian ;archives and in various ..collectio-ns :throughout 

- ~-"'t,·trj.U~'f&_~:.r··-,;; ~ . ·•':·-~. ·~,~:· .··..k . :-'~:~<!f'' :,· ... ,"-.},..*~~>'~· 

..__,£te~ives, wbich consist of 'l_J6 pa.Ckages, :cover the period 
:-oril i J(>2 :to :relatively recent times. Most ;of the ,aocumentl 
r.e iii \a !Satisfactory ·state ·of preservation:, though ':SOllle -parish 
3oks'·ob:ecord.had been damaged~y· • · ··. . "' .. · · · 

. -~~ . - ' 

. 
i"JtMPJ!VJ· ·a ·~ieJomosti, annual accounts 

.diocese, concerning the clerg 
·could be ·styled the cursus hG .. -·--.J 

. docume~ts concerning ecclesia~ 
of missionaries and document! 

ty .of missions .and the evan 
........ 

,. ''f''J '.• .• • .. 

OO<J•unts .. · of- ~ecclesiastical property, e" 
·~•n••r ·documents: letters, bills, 1'~ 

t elegrams, ·etc. 
u~;uu=o .. ~· ..... cach of these ,groups: 

_1 ~arriagesl :an 

~:$§:o! .Hb.ra.~ ·. . 
, . .'· ' .... ~ ,: _,"; ', . 
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.' Documents 10£ -the Drat lullf'.itif :the· 'TCign·cof ·_· 
.21 !Weill ;as those of the eighteenth ~:Century, :have .:._ .:· .u 

j'ICDgx·apltlic ·peculiarities and .a sligbt1y .different :vo- . · 
·many words of forei_gn rorigiD., mainly 

French embellishments 110 cbaracteristic of that . 

ves, as regards content, may·be classified as follows·: 
~u.a ... u metricheskiia zapisi, that is to -say, records of 

· marriages, and burials, which . correspond to vital 
parishes. 

n.tJmealr&vl·:a rospisi, records of participation by parish 
their duties to the cult, or records of confessions and 

K-.litra~nvt •. n. "Diedomosti, annual accounts and reports to the 
the diocese, conc~rning the .clergy. We find there 

,.,x·oo·aD.lj could be styled the cursus honorum of clergy-

documents concerning ecclesiasticat jurisdiction. 
~-a:•or:ts of missionaries and documents :dealing directly 

·vity :Of .missions ·and 'the evange1ization of the 
• I ' ~ ~' • • ,. ' ' • 

lttou:nts of .ecclesiastical property, :expense hooks, etc. 
documents: letters, bills, .receipts, diaries of 
telegrams, ~tc. · · ·· :. 'y: , .· 

.. u&.••u ........ _each of -these a.,.,.,n,.,•c~" ·: ln ; .. t'.:'.':.~"-"·~'lt"?•H~A" .ti:.IJ['i.::fi.m-1\':~~.~-~~~r;Hin -: '·; ' 
., r ~ • ,f'l . 

. b.ap.ti:sm'S,~ ":mariiag"u, 
!~r:.r<!J.f,fw' ' •t! .. i"' .. ,,:J. >i~:~ tl ;~ ... ~- '·1~iP.Jti~,!.;; ~~ ..,,.A ( ' • .. ;t ~~~ ~"'11 'fif I 1' II' - ~:1 

manuscnpU is'~yfar;fue m<)StlDl1lmero1Jii':reJ~~ 
one third of the eritire collection. · · 

t~rnto'llllrn that the churches ln Russia, until ~e ~~lution~ · : <·. ~ '. ; 
- '"'''--·· detailed records .. These r.ecordi :wcr.e m .a .COri~~~. i ... ' · -
~£1tlaractJ:r' and meoretically ,reflected~lely~~·gtving ·=:· . ·;... . . 

:CrJun•ent:s~ As the ~sacraments':Corrcsponci':cxactlj·lt()_1he . ·:·.· ~~· ··. 
• . • · , . ··~r·- 1 .. • .'- ,., • i' · ~-}- .• ·• · 

~~1 .. , ... -birihs,.marnages,:and deaths, 1:hc~r.actl~:al.T.CStilt .. 1 ·~-:~. +-' 
f.j)lres1enre .a .fairly :accurate account ·of 'Vit&l 'Statistics for 
tJ)04:1ox_populatioh. The parish priests of ·other cults ~ere · .: . . 

,_ '• J ; ,, ' ' . '•I ;,~;- ,'-,' l ' ' :.' _• \ _... ,: ... ;·· i • ;;;-,.~~;;, ~;;:'-. 
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charged with the;&ame'auty:for•their;respectivespiritual Docks, 
so that from .all atbese.accounts it is .possible 10 .piece ·together 
with considerable ~-and security .a complete picture of ·vital 
statistics in Russia.:· · .. , 
· Such cannot be ;said in the case of Alaska. The Alaskan 
records under discussion, ·by their very nature, present the vital 
statistics only of the orthodox population. The native popula-
tion not yet converted was outside their field. While the im
portance of the records as vital statistics is therefore limited, 
their usefulness is still considerable, and .a wide variety of 
information may be obtained from them. The records were 
kept by responsible priests, so that we have an annual account 
for each parish in rubrics, as follows: number of people, num
ber of births, number of marriages, number of deaths, number 
of those who confessed and participated in holy communion, ~ 
number of those who were not at confession and communion, 
number of new converts. 

The records mention the causes of deaths. The terminology, 
.however, is neither uniforril nor exact, and it would therefore 
be difficult to formulate conclusions concerning the conditions 
of mortality. Careful mention is made of names, place of origin, 
and .social class of people who participated at sacrament, in t 

whatever quality .it may be, either :as :parents of the .child to 
be baptised, .or .as -godfather and godmother, or .as bride and 
.J>lrid.e2T!.OOltil ,~~ .as ~~tt;tesses. ",~ ·~· '.¥~';"":'+ -·~." ~ . . .;;, .. ; ··-.H~r :•, >,: . 

.us give 11ome samples: ; ~~ · , .. · · . • 
' \ l ..._-... ~~ ; ''J • ~ .-, • ·~ .t 'J'I· 

~:t! ... ., - .. -. ;n: '2 Boo1l.of .the :Church · :OJ. '.A.rchi.Str:ategos .Mich.sel · 
• '• • ' r( Jo•· ' t; .":j ~ ••. 

. J:)io~e".;rif./,r,'lui:U.!Y#tuateil fi.n.~~e ·fPtJ.?fny-Dfi/~!.. · 
. .American Company on the Island of Sit1udn the port of 
.#,rchangelsk for t he rec~rils of births, marriages, anil 4eatlu 

. . - .. ,fr.o,;, N OfJemi!er:. .20th, I838, Le~, from :the .Jay of .departure 
. , ·:. ,~-- -~1;~;,·--.sitka of JhePrie;i ~nil Knight, I oann. JT :eniaminofJ . 

.. a •• .~.. . .... ''!" •• • • • •" > ;:_ • 

. . . :S,J :have. D0:31eetf tD -.elQilaiJl that my citatiODI are -<Of Deeeait;y pnm'.c,rJ oaea. 
·j':; ... ; '·· Jaa'riD&_. .. arveyed the -packet~, . one by one, 1 put a number, with .a ftd peac:il, on ·uS. 

of them. 't wn :deaipwe oe material by pack 'llamben and .uature of documeata. Uadl 
• - · - the eollec:tioli ii diUifieil, ~ .ia the only 'JIC)IIible method of citation. Tr&llllatiODI 

· · l, • ltuuiu .tat .an -ill :I sive .a• :nearly ·••. ponible the Rulaiaa ape Iliac of 
0 ~: ~ f J; ., ' 11 • ~ r , I .. J i \1~ f , • C ~~ ' '••.- ... 

N.uc1 

September : 
Nicolai Pono: 
Yaroalavl, co 
chilr II of UkJ 
creole" girl ) 
Burdukov1ky 
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it: ' ·by the priest of this church, .Andrei Si.zoi. In the "Part First 
',·Of births" under 1841, we find 

NA:WI! AND PAUNTACI! 

DATE OF 

BAPnaM GoorATBU. 

1: September a3rd, 1838, waa bom from SepL a6 Mieahchianin of 
Nicolai Ponomarev of the province of Tiumen, Aleui 

\. Yaroalavl, county of Danilovak, yamab- Stepauovlvanov 
~; chik 8 of Ukborevaky yam a and from 
f creole" girl Maria, daughter of Vaaili f Burdukovaky an illegitimate aon Ivan 

~~. We are thus quite satisfactorily informed about three, pos
t sibly four people, as Vasili Burdukovsky's place of origin and 
l social class could be found in an earlier book in connection 
t with the reGord of baptism of his daughter, now mother of 
~ the illegitimate child,.just baptized Ivan. That there should 
: be such a record within the archives is clear from the fact that 
·.'·his daughter is mentioned as a creole, that is, born from a 
· :;mative woman. The father of the child is apparently of peasant 

rigin, as there is no mention of his belonging to another .class. 
is profession is stated 1:oo; his place of origin, Y aroslavl 

" rovince, in the heart of Great Russia. The godfather is a 
· ~~ieshchianin, that is to say of the petty bourgeoisie, of the City 

' lTiumen. 
is clear that .a thorough study of these records may give .. .,. . . . 

~ complete and exact picture of the ·soc'ial .stra.ta to which : '><·' 

~·vu,:; .... u the .early·.co1onists, .as well .as of their former :geo- ; ... ~');j ".'. 
i ... ...,111u~ ... cu distribution. It "is a rather striking feature ,.that .we ~.,,~\ 

_..v.w.u find on this side of the Pacific · -a ,peasant post driver 
Yaroslavl during a period when the means of ·transport 
rather .primitive and travel highly expensive.• 

majority of the colonists were .PeaSants and representa-
~--
~~r .. u.6•:1rtl.·-poatboy, driver of a poat carriage; -,.•-poat•ormaU -unit'With•tation 
!Dil'trullpo•rt organiation, before railroada. . . . • :.., ... .. : 
P Lir1•u ia uaed in the archivea, inatead of mitis, io; peopl; ~m · from ltunian 

..aad native mothera. · ,_. . ':'"r .,t~~ -

J>ack :xvu, Dielo o .diacbke .IIlarione .Chemykh, where we .find ~e account of . · 
•ezpenaea of a clercman who, in order 'M ·be conaec:rated ,pnett ad man '10 hi• 

ilr'ilaamlh. waa-obliged to make a 'trip of :about !,oaO miles. Tbeae doc:aJDeDtS ~ ·u. 
r..!CIIri01DI pictures 'Of ·more• ·OD the .other aide .of the Paciic:. - , · , ·~ · ', 

': .• : !,' 
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.) . { 
tivcs of the-pe~ :bourgeoisie, sometimes merchants, :and only 
exceptionally :people ·of the personal or hereditary nobility. 
It is, however, characteristic of .a new society that its social 
strata .are not .always determined by the classes to which the 
newcomers belonged in the old country. In Alaska, well-to
do merchants, and officers of the Russian American Company 
were the leading element, and people of the lowest degree in 
the social hierarchy of the mother country sometimes became 
socially prominent in the colony. Let us give a picture of the 
social life in Fort Ross, California, in 1841. 

Baptisms were generally the occasion of social parties in 
Russia, especially among the lower classes. It was also the 
custom to choose as godfather and godmother the most promi- · 
nent and important people available in order to secure the child 
further support on the part of his spiritual parents. In this way, 
godparents usually belonged to a higher social strata, and in 
a small colony where everybody knew everybod;y we should 
. consequently find in the rubric of :spiritual parents only socially 
;prominent people. The same book, in the section of baptisms 
.and holy .unction, Fort Ross division, July and August, 1841, 
reads as ·follows : . 

ful wife Pelqueia ·. · 
- •· I 1, • • .., ~ ., ,. ·~ .. ._;. .. . .. ...:1:~~ )...' " 

• ., r ~ • ~ ~ ~ ' ·.~:~-~..:· •· 

.]oly9, 1841 MatreDa, daughter .. of' "the 
, .; . . . AleatiaD from dae leland 

KDcliat. Philip Pashab, .. ·! , . , 

· aad of hiela....-fal ,..Ue AJeu- ,-,.·, 
tiao woman ADD& • 

Auoa, illeJ 
of the eerf 
mao 'Rotc 
lvaoova 

Alexan 
daughter, 

Athaouia 
pupil of th 
Zakhar I 
aod of his 

as par 
-Chichinev, aJ 

of the Ru~ 
::rJJ»ecc>mc::s the god( 
- .... ~;~ the son of t 

It se 
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Dec. ·6, tl58 July 9, Jl.p Anna, illqitimate dagpter Pupil ehhe Compaay creole 
of the aerf girl of the DOble- . Zaklaar Petrov Chich inn- ••• 
man Rotchev, etc., Acafia -
Iva nova 

Apr. 10, 1841 Aug. 12, 1&41 A 1 e :1: and r a, illegitimate Pupil of the Compaay, etc., 
daughter, etc. ChichiDev ••• 

July 5, JS,p Aug. u, 114J Athanuia, daughter of the Mo- DObleman'a Alaan
pupil of the Company creole der .RotdaeT won Coutantine 
Zakhar Petrov Chichinev and sub-lieutenant's .of the 
and of hi• lawful wife body of na-vy pilotaAlaander 

KaaheT&rov Seraphim& Ala
eieTa 

What kind of conclusions may be made on the ground of 
these records? 

Let us examine the two left columns. We observe there some
what striking features. The holy unction which generally fol
lows baptisms immediately is delayed from four months to 
three years. As the baptism may be performed by .anyone and 
'1-"e holy unction cannot, all these children to be .anointed were 
'-- .iged to wait till the next visit of the priest. He arrived 
·:apparently after April 10, 1841. Then a series of happy social 
'events took place, certainly with several parties where the ·most 
ibonourable place among the guests belonged to the godparents 
.of the child. Let us ·now pass to .the right .column. In .almost all 
filiese parties the godmother is :a :.certain serf girl~· personal 
~~?erty of a noblem~n ·from Mosc?w~ This person, : des~ed . 
litt.--lhe prominent .role of godmother., ·.appears somefimes::as·:.:,, 
~~m-a" (godmother as partner of godfather) of the pupifof ' ' 
~e Company Chichinev, apparently .a socially prominent man 
?in :the service of the Russian American Company., whose . 
~ughter becomes the goddaughter ·of ·the nobleman .·~otchev .- -- ·. ·: :; .. , 
f'IUJLU"'".u., who is the son of ·the owner.,of·our :society:leader.erf -· ' · .. ,J 

.Agafia Ivanova. It seems then, ·that Rotcbev; 1r.!; ·.came 
Moscow with 'his serf .co-ncubine~ and that .her acquain.: . 
with --the fine manners of the high life of the .remote 

,..,_ . ., ... , ...... and ·the influence of her semi-officialpositiodnused 
J!h,. ....... n the top rank in the -social ·scale. · > .. ~;~_r· ' .. J<:_:-r:;.:;;~'h~f- · .·· .... ·' 

-observations are necessary on the American' period .:.- ·. 
" ·. ,: .. : .... \. . . ( 
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of ~aska. Mr~ Andrews in his attractive ~k.Siory .of AltUka, 
qu1te recently published, .tells us that during the first two dec
ades, the people in .Alaska lived without law; they could not, 
for example, ge~ married, or raise lawful families, no officer 
who could .celebrate marriages being in the territory. How
ever, one should take into consideration the fact that the ortho
dox population did not suffer at all from this state of affairs. 
Parish priests performed their duties as before, celebrated 
marriages, recorded baptisms and consequently births, so that 
even American citizens of another denomination, when they 
chose their wives .among the orthodox population, could cele
brate their marriage in the orthodox church (which admits 
mixed marriages) ; and being so recorded, the marriage was 
legal everywhere. In the archives we find evidence of marriages 
of this kind. Furthermore, among other names of Russian 
spelling mentioned in the records of the early eighties as those 
of active members of St . . Paul parish on Kodiak Island, there 
.appears that of Joseph Rodgers, .alitU Osip Rodgers. From 
some 1ater documents it appears that he was one of the church 
trustees (Pack IV, Divorce of Helen Fendrik), and that he , 
was really an American (.Pack XIV, Record of marriage of 
Julius .Fendrik :and Helen .Fendrik). The case of. Joseph 

. Rodg~rs may be JtD: exce,Ptional one._ It would be very . . 
'llll~~~¥i~lh'J; tO know exactly wbatwas'thc'partplayed by 'the ~.LAiliA.AM_, 

UUIU\JI.A. •.• :churches i n' die:· ·sociC:tf·3oftlle.transitional 'ft"'Y"'n""~ 
m uCh the' fust'.:Of ~tli'ese-~o'tp~-,(,l ~c Russi~m .... h ... ..,. .... 

- ... ,,.,,.P,,,....., ... . ~·- .. :u~. ~;:.."': ~- ~· I :ri. ..... t f' ·'f : ~· :' . »t t*"t ..... '· J~.,_·..#"r --•~-~1 •' • •• ·• ! \ 10·. I-· · ' • ~- , ,. 
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