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The Context of the Cametery at Fort Ross
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home-grown, and would stress the economic and
time resources of an already fragile enterprise. At
Colony Ross, the nearest Russian settlement was
1100 miles away in Sitka, Alaska, and even priests
came to the colony only once or twice in its 29-
year history. Supply boats were not comymon, and
information from Russia was rare.

The Russians did not come to Ross alene. They
brought Alaska Natives with them 10 assist in the
fur harvest. The Russians had much experience
working with these people in Alaska, and had
already intermarvied and organized work groups
with them. Although they did not consider the
Alaska Natives equals, they were an important
part of the Russian American enterprise (cf. Black
2084). Upon arrival at the Ross location, the
Russians encountered the native populatien of
Kashaya Pemo, who were living in the vicinity
and were familiar with the risks associated with

the natural hazards. The Kashaya knew, for
example, that it was a bad idea to live in an exposed
environment on the coast. They also were familiar
with plant and animal resources. In this context,

it is ciear that the Kashaya Pomo may have been
vulnerable to the cultural hazards associated with
the Russian arrival, but the Russians may have been
even more vilnerable to the natural hazards of the
setting,

Finally, although it 1s difficult to measure or assess,
there are psychological factors of isolatien. The
people at Ross were far from heme or anything
they knew, they often were without their families,
and they lived in a harsh environment, interacting
with different and unfamiliar cultures. There seems
little question that at least some of the inhabitants
would be psychologically affected by this setting,
although the consequences of this isolation are
unclear. Because Celony Ross was what is termed
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were unable te overcome their vulnerability to
hazards.

The cemetery remains today as an example of a
place at risk. The multiple lines of evidence and
the multiple research questions allowed us to
address a number of issues about Fort Ross that we
had not anticipated when we began our research,
The cemetery represents an important place for
Russian Orthodex individuals from both branches
of the church, as well as a place of note for Alaska
natives and California natives. Before our work, the
cemetery had Little visible substance; now, itis a
place of honor and value.
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Endnotes

1. One burial was recovered north of the present
cemetery location in 1972 during a road widening
of Hwy 1. This was an isolated burial of an aduit
male, and his relationship to the rest of the cemetery
remains unclear, but he probably dates from the
earliest occupation of the settlement. His grave was
in sight of the chapel. These remains were reburied
in a grave in the cemetery with the rest of the Fort
Ross burials during reburial ceremonies in 1992.

19

2. Biological/buman hazards are lumped tegether
in this geographic hazard classification system only
as a way to distinguish them as being broadly more
like each other and more different than the rest.

As a hazard grouping, it works, even if it does not
work so well-in anthropological thought.
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