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Vognesenakiy Collectjion: Blanketsa apnd Feather Mantlews
Submitted by Elens Dikladnikowvs

Traditionally suppoasd that the history of Amercrican collections of
the Muzeum of Ethhegraphy and Anthropelogry of Peter the Firat {HAE)
in eaczluslively connected with the histery of one of the most
ancient mugeums lrn owur ceuntry. In California, e=thnographical
apecimens ars aecattered in a geprien of collectiona {568, BT0 N, 8520,
1998, 24873, 4291}. Az one of the mpat precicus parta, they are
included in the large collectione of the American department of the
museum. ©On the one hand, theze collectiona are clogely connected
with the history of Rumaian Academy of Srcience, and on the other
hand, with the hiatory of Ruaeian America and Fort Roag.

Thate are gome giaregtyped aspecta jpn egtimation of the abilecta in
MAE Ametican collaection. Therese aapacte are atipalated by teadition
that 18 bagsed on the niztakes and neccuracy of the fireat
regliatrare,. This article 18 devoted Lo the reconsideration of one
of such setimations, concerning the feather mantelz of the J. Cook
callection.

Both of them were done from the feathers of American Durk (Anem
Aamaricana). Together with the threm other mantela, made of the fur
of the otter, they werm defined am Tlingit or Chilca blankets,
This defltition caused the regietrare to put them in the American
callecticna of MAE. lcel. H.2EZ0). A note waer mwade in the
inventory that all of them originated in the J. Caok’a caollection.
It meanz that the blanketz belonged with the earliest received
itemem of the mnuseunm. There werse no other documenta in the
inventory except theese notation=. All the information for the
inventory catie from the catalog of 0. Belasv, card cataloge by K. K.
Gilsen &hd »ld lmbels.

The intereal in the ethbhography of the aboriglosl population of
Ametica occnreed th Hunaisa tr the Limes of Peter the Flrak, 9o auch
an esarly appearance of Ameprlcan ethhographical effeclis in Peter’s
"Hunotcamera” was not surprising. The information mbout North
American aptpeatred in meveral newspapera of the Peter the First's
times "Vedowosty", "Ruzmian Vedomoety", snd others. For example,
on Hovember 25, 1750, in "5t, Petersburg Vedomosty” aditer M. V.
bamonosoy published an article entitled "The Hews about the Englilah
and French Settlements in America”.

The geogravhical discoveries of Ruzslsn sallors were closely
connected with the political and econowmical intereats in imperial
foreign policy:. They stimulated the sclentific reaearch works of
famroues historian=m, @, F., Muller, for one. In his "Outlook of
Harine Yoyages in north gea {or cold eea) and Ematern Sea, executed
from the Ruesaian S5ide" Huller ogutlined the idea about the



ovtetanding and valuable coptrlbutlon of RBumslean smilors to the
world science about the Earth.He mentioned V., Bering'e voyage, and
ite instigmtor, Peter I. The auvccesre of the firat vovage dictated
the pecensity of organizing the Second dreat Merth Expedition in
1741, In 1725 Peter I wrote the instructione for Baring. They
forced Bering Lo move along the NA cogat up to Hexico and
Californim, Peter was thinking about the political and esconomical
gorle of Russjia: competing with the SpAanish croWn A% a pDresences on
the American coastbt, and accumuelating the legendary HMexican Eold.
¥. Beripg and hia crew never resched California but reached the
north coast of NA and "investigated the iglande which lie between
Agim and Americe”. Thia expedition became the ¥¢irat complex
acientific expedition on the Northeast of Agim. It put the
beginning of the academic inveatigmtione in American, thanke to the
activities of 0. Stellar. (%)

In later times, after Bering'e voyage, the journale and newgpapers
in Russim periodically published the informatieon about the
cceurcence in "Kunetcameras” of the ethnogracvhical itema. {149

The informatlon about coming to Lthe museum of the firet WA items
waa publighed in one of the earlieat old muaeum catslogs, compared
by . Beleey, Particularly, Belasvy announced =thnographical itema
from the ag-called J. Coock collectlnn caming te "Hunatcamers" in

1780 and 1T7B2. English =eafarer J. Cook, on the twe a8ships
"Regolution” and "DMacovery”, undertocok three arpund the warld
galling expeditions. The bthird of these waz devoted to the

definition of the locatlion of thre commt of HNorth Americm. It wans
during this expedition that the large ethnographical collection was
abtained. {11}

According to Belaev's cataleg, the items from Cock’a collection
cam?® Lo the wmuseum in bwe parts., The firat wam gent in L¥8O. "On
1730 under Lhe aAeglis of the high eanjoin varioua curlous thing from
KEemchateca and the recostumes af pevernl amevican tribes wers
presented to 'Kunskamera’ by premier-major Buhm". §1Z}) The items
fraom the Coock collection were transported to muaeseum by mediatars.
Cne of them waz premiser-major K. Buhm. He wazm the man to whom the
succezgor of the late Captaln Cook, Captein Klerch, preaented the
callection as a aign of gratitude for the Rugplan hosplitalits. In
winter 780, Pubhm brought the items to 5t. Peterabure. In the
Journal of the mugeum It wap noted: “"Under the megis of the high
enjelin melor Buhm delivered te Kunabteamersa varisum Hemchatca's
ftems and the handlcrafts of amerlcan tribes. Buhm arrived in 5,
Petergbuprg on February 17B0. Coek’a aguadrvon returnsed te Frgland
only Ipn Auguat 1780. The thinga menticned befare were acgulred by
Cook on the ialand=z, particulasrly, Sandwich Islands. These things
were the first that reached the Eurcope." [131)

The aescond mediator who paased to Kunsatoamers the last part of
Conk'as caoallection was Prince A. A. VYayremakiy., " Hie majesty
Aleksan Alekaeevich Yayoemakiy donated +to the muzeum varicus
curious thlhngas collected by [ameous Lraveler Captaln Took, The
thinga <oame from the land of Chukotkas and »ther lslapda bebwesep
Asie and Ameclican”, ae neted in the catalag of O, Belamv, [14)



Hoat of the items brought by Bubhm to Petersburg were nbjects

from the igland of the scuth Pacifie. The contenta of the
collection distinctbly proves thiz statement. The wajority of thet
collection ta now atered in the department of Australla and Cceania
of MAE. Amang the items which came through the hande of Ai.ﬁf
Vayaemehk]ly were of native Korth American tribea. Bo the ijtemg from
the Cook ¢ollection were put in different departments of MAE. (Let
ua c¢all them the "Hawaiian"™ and "American” collectieons). The
lergest, Hawaiian aection was regiztered ar Col. N 5095 and the
other aa Col. N 2520. Five "mantelets”, twe of which were waven
From the duck feathera, were in the last callection. In the List
of objecta done by R, 5, Rasurymovekiy in 1964, mll Lhe mantelets
were degignated sa Tlingit or Chileoat blanketa. Indeed, only three
af them are real Chilcat blanketnm. They were woven aof wool and
ottar fur {Cal. N 2520-5, 3520-E, 2520=T}).

In the liat of {temn by K. K. Gllzen in 1311=19]5 in 3ald that the
mantelet W 2220-5 was prepared by Tiingit Indians from the down of
the wild goata and decoarated by {ringe. There waa a labkel on it
that was prepared from the old card, in the getyle aof the labhelz on
the itema from the Cook Collecticon, which hed the number "4" and an
inacription in brown ink: "a blanket of otbter fur. Aleuts."” Selish
Indisn® produced clmasesical Fur bLlanketa. The atrips of bark were
used ams the bapiz of weaving. The fur or the satripes of down
overlapped them. Ph. Drucketr desacplbed the bBloankets ol the Maknah
Indians, who borrowed the art of weavling blankets [rom the Selish,
in the following: "A robe of duck down, collected [rom the Makah,
who learned tas makem such textiles Trom thelr Sallsh nelghbora,  The
warfis, which run horizontally ag the specimen shows, s made &f
bork fiber intoc which guantities of down were ceught, The widely
spaced cedmr bark wefks are ot viesible, beipng concealed by the
dowty. The predominant calor of the robe ja the rich goft brown of
mallard down, with a few strips of white. It ia remarkably light
in weight, maft and warm.”

F. P. Lutke in ethnographical descriptlon of the 1ife of the
Tlingit Indimns stated: “"Indian women are vory skillful In weaving
blankets Trom gont's dewn. They alse wenve hats frem rocta, and
many coloared working haaketr which mare very 1ight, tightly woven
and could be profitably epld in Celifornila.” The trading connected
the rorth and south perts of the coaet. PBasnkets were not the only
trading itema. Indimne highly ¢atimated shell= and mantelets. Bul
the technigues ured differed greatly. Northern culturea preferred
wonl and fur or down while the peoples of California made their
blankets of grama, towing ropes and duck feabthersn.

The mentles N 2520-8 and 2620-9 2ook 1like the Chilkats hlanketr
because of their rcectangle formx, but they were made of the
feathers of Amerlican duck. They have two white atripes on both
ends and & grey field between. They are double sided. In special
editions devoted to Cook's callection, the mantelets were
designated as North American Tndian blankete. The Leading
specialiat an Cock'a collection, L. 0. Rozina, identiflied them an
traditional Tlingit desigm (17). Other epecimliats of Cook'a



collectian have cerrohorated t14),

After closs Investigetlon of the Callfornima collection of MAE and
the collection MN2530 particularly, ! am hezmitant to affirm the
truth about the identifleation = the Feather mantelets [rom that
collectlion. Tt seema doubitful that all the objects from that
collection are connected with the name of J. Ceok. The nmajority of
that collectlon cama from 1. . Vozpeaenakly whe ceollected [rom
amang the Tndiansg of northwest coast of Worth America, the Al=uta,
and citizena of Kodliak Jsland. The infermation about Voznesenakly
Az a collectar af the H25E20 collection covld be Foaund amonZ Lhe
dacometits Which accompanied the 1tems and in the Artitele about then
by B, V., Kinhzaloy L1D),

Voznespennkiy's important scientific activity wae connected with Lhe
Buenian Academy of Science. He came to the Academy whap he waa A
5 vyear old boy, s A pupil of an asmniastant zoologist. The hoay was
talanted m= an artiat. In his youth, he took part ipn an expedition
te the (Caucarua. In 1839 he jolped fthe crew of Lhe Rusaian
expeditian that gsailed araond the sarth,. He collected zoological,
botanical and ethnographiesal examples in America. (201

He landed at Fort Rofa in the hegipning of the summer 1841. His
subasauent  investigationsa proadoced zoological =mpd  botenical
collectiona swhich are now atared in the Atchlye of Academy of
Science in Petersburg. The namea of the plants and manimelas were
written in Latin, HARussisn and "lIndien™, acceording to academy
inatructliona. He waa agsiated hy several people it gathering the
apecimeps, one of them bBeing & young miseicohary named Tijoe. Tijes
prezented Vozneaengzkiy with the Tollowing gifite: a "kala", s kind
of hell vhich the native chlefa wore duting ceremanies Iworth 25-30
plastersa amongst the Spanlah, 2 high prize at that time); & "aipek”
or man's hatr pin; an "alock” or =arringe; ar "uegaliku®, at ‘Indlan
boa or womsn'as hand {or haltr??) band. {Theme are= the native words
four Lthe itams, ]

The informatlon written above was dene by VoZnesenokiy in s linst [N

Eﬂflll} #hich is now stored in the arxrchives of the Academy of Sclence
and In a letter to F. F. Shreader from 16 Februacy 1841, Shrader
was Lhe curator of ethnographic cabinet of the Acadewy of Science.
The belt was done In the same techhligues a5 the mantlesa, the
feathers believed to impart sacred power to  the wearer.
Voznesenshly wrote: “Fhis thing was highly appreclated by the
Spaniah [Cagtilian) and Europesn travellers because the indiane did
not want to sxchange zuch a skillful work for livere of glaas heads
or blankete. Approximate cocat of thia preaent is 30 pissters or
150 rubles.™ {22}

Another donatlen bto the RAussian Acedemy of Sclence vas pade by a
Mr. boramwan whe YoZnesenskly met in Sitha, Alasksn,., Foremman became
the governor of the Kurll Nepartment of the Nudacn Bay Company and
acld A batenical collecttisn to Fhe Buaslag saciantint. This inesluded
halta of drasafn ftowimpg ropea and feathers. In the lixr M.¥I1I1
VYozrpesenakiy mentlioned his bargain in thae fallowlng way: "Tuon



Indian belts, very preciour becaume of skiliful work. Hade in the

Bata Californim. Preaented in Sitka by Forsman.” (24) Probably
theege helts are now atared in the collactjan M 570 of MAE,

In the firet montha aof his atar st Sitka, V., made acquaintance with
two cther peracns whe helped him in hig ethnagraphiec investigatlon.
One of them waz Captain John Sutter, the owaer of the ranchs «ast
of Roes, in the wvalley of Secramente, in Californin. Sutter
invited VY. to hie ranch, New Helvetia, whirh waa located on the
lapda of the Nisenmn Indimne. Nimeomn ware the trading partnera of
the Maidu Ltribe, It ia remarkmble becauzme Haidu and their clozme
rneighbors, Konkow, weres the most sklllful in wemving the festher
mantlies, Duting the stay with Sutter,; Yoznesenakiy bought from him
the collection of ethnographic ochjecta. He made a&a liat of hia
acquisitions, which included the coetume frem Canada, itema from
British Columbim and from the Maidu. The 1imt, numbhered V],

ix the sarli=at {dated March 1B41} enumeraticn of abhjectr collected
by ¥. and i3 now in the archives of the Academy of Sclence at
Leningrad [(Fetersburg).

Yoznesenakiy wrote: "On the lands of Ceaptain Sutter during the
vimit to indiesn village oan the bank of Sacraments River T saw the
shaman costumes,. Captmin Subtter helped me to purchaae the coatume
Tur the ethnoegrarhical cabinet of the Academy:

A. Kuksghuyl {ln cossomneas language)] - an indlan coatume of raven
fenthers, n kind of parka, used in ceremonies. The cloak was aent
“n the ship ¥abocouver 1842, N.3E, 12 arshins of calico wers paid
fﬂr iLl

B. Holok. The person whoe s dreszaed in this clomk iz called
'dimbolo’ {devil} during the cercmonles. The cozatume waz traded
for one thread of bugles from Ric de Janeiro and 1/4 funte of
motley glass beads. " {(24)

According to the information din thie list, Sutter =old to
Voznerenakiy =zome other thinga:
* 1. The heand bapnd, Sgisun tribe. The list N VI. States its
valye at 1/2 piagters.
2+ The mantle of duck [(eathers.
3. Hair pin, alss from Suiaun btrlbe, named {eipeck), decorated
with woodpeckera' scalpa, Liat I1!. Eatimated &t 3 piaztera.
4, Two qgulivers, with a2 bow in «<ach. The qulvers made of
California Fux shkins.
A. Quiver N 29, menticned in the liat of 1842, has 20 arrows in
it snd one bow. The arrows ara from 9 different tribes.
B. The quiver, Nl4. Bow HN15, mentioned Iin the list of 1Bd4d5,
containa 25 arrowa, from 1B differsnt tribes. Both gquivers nare
egtimated gt & piastera."” (25}

Sa, the firat infarmation about the mantles made of duck feathersa
ita given in the list NMumbher IY of 1B4%2. The mantle waa mentioned
amcng the ethnographical itema bought by ¥. from Sutter. In the
other liat of 1242 i1m the Bsame informaticn but may be nore
variable:

"HE, Hantle made oF the feathers of Anerican duck {(Ana=



americenas}. NT7. Eatlmated at 6 piasters.” {2R)

he mantle wmade of the duck femthers im mentioned in the lixt
gtIII. Thie 1iat was prepared by ¥. in Petergburg. It =said!
"ME. (Cloak or = kind of blanket, made of Aperican duck f=athers
{Arnas americanma}. Sulaun indiana. N 7." {27)

F K. Gilawn, in him genaral catalogue (=33 Voznesenakly
ethneogtaphical collections, mentioned this mantle in 1517, (28}

The gecongd person who rendered assistance to V. in gollecting waa
the governor of Fort Roam, A. G. Rotchev., Voznesenakly wam fond of
him and descrpibed hia warm feelingm in a letter to F. F. EBrapdt
daled Mmy 1, 1842, (29}

Rulchey helered V., to abtaln the sacond feather mantlie, The
informatlan 18 in one of the preliminary 1lsta which was loat fFor
aome time Aamang Lhe papsra of Vorneaenakiy, Belng A peracnoml 1ist
of the items donmied by Rotchev, 1t has never been published:

"M 16, Haglaml. Feather head drege. It was put on the top of the
head by indians.
A+ (From Kachlemt)] the whlie pelican.
B, Hmglal. The white Teathers were colored by Juics of alder
trxe, Thlas maglal connlata of the feathers From different bhirds,
. Echal,., Dane ftom raven feathers.
I Kubonuw, Thia isr ancother garment worn by women during
cereannler, Bodega indiana or tundra Indimsns made it.
Severnovekie dn not know how ta meake them.
N Z9, Enlaiy. The head net of Ffeathersm.
H 2%. Hadita. The halr pin. Three ltemm. It was wuaed for
fantening the head attire. Fayakaliy. In Rusaelan, bearberry, a
tree growa in the vicinity of Roanm.
H 24, Shimamudria. The bkird bonea which they wse as earringa.
N 25, Ishi. The bones {probably for haly pine uzed aa gambling
bonea or for #=atringe). A - female, B - male, Ammam, The pame of
gh anlimal {a here), the Fur waa uwaed for makinog Lhe mantles.
KN 27, HKudtm., The pecklace of indian work made of shallas they call
kidta., Widely wuyaed.
H 28. Ie-che, A aack.
H At. Chottokiy. The play with aticka, 46 itemsa.
H 31. Akka. TFour beonea used for gambling game.
N 3. Moo, The ishkat without the bottom in which they beat up
HEha.
H 34d. Batpu. A scoop for preparing ucha.
M 35%. Kal. Ishcat witheut the bottom. A Btone e put under 1% to
pound ucha.
37. Uchyshsex icve for slfting uchm.
iR, ¢A,b,cy Chid Ishkate for eerving menl.
A9. Urha. The main indian men!.
0. ©Ottoeko. Sea cabbage. The indlian delicacy.
41. Nalaolan. The head of the wild gomk, worn while hunting
goat.
R 42, Ualliy. 1Indian spearcs used [or huntlsag goats and other wild
animale.
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H 43, The ilahket of Columblian Indiana.

N 46, MNukkul. The pestle used to pound w#ild barley. Echabe. The
stona uaed by severnovakily indlana. Theaes peatles Are preclious snd
CArE .

H 47. HMass. The guiver. MHMade of the skin of an animal named
Wuiy. There are 20 arrowe in it. Arrows are called 'shisu'!, the
bow, 'shegmi'.” 131)

So, mm it 13 menptioned in the 1ligt of ltema preaented to
Vorneastpokiy by Hotchev abt Fork Rasn, the myetericus "ammam”™ iz the
name o7 both the mantle and the animal whoss alkln wax used for
making mantles.

The nole done by ¥. under N 25 probably way be read In the
fellowing way: "Ammam" or mantle, blanket made nof feathera. Such
mantles indiane used to weave from the akina of the harer. In
Indian language the sgkin®: of the hares and harea thenselwen are
celled 'mmmam”.”

The analyata of the liste in which the chjects received by ¥. Ffrom
Suvtter and Rotchey are mentiocned deplcocited the fact that among the
ethnographical chjecta of Yozrneaenakiy®™a Californin collection were
nct one, but two, mantles. Now these are in the American
Department of MAE [(ecol. NERZO-§, 2520-pg).

Along with the fur blankets, the feather mantles were made B &
kind of cloth for cold scampcna and were used az blanketa to aleep
cn, in the hot semsont, Haidu Indiahs preferred to make the
blankets from the fur ol «ild sanimala such Am cats,; harea, rabbits.
Eonkow Indianz uaed feathers for mantlee. The moet widely used
were feathera of duckzs and ravena. (31} R. Dixon =ztatea that the
gkill of weaving feather mantlee wasn a rpecinl part of fabric arte
of the Maidu. He did not make a diffarentiation between feather
cloaks of Konkow and mantles of fur made by Matdu. He wrote: "The
making of robes and blanketa from stripe of rabbit and wildcat
akina epr af the ekin of geeae and crows wag almg an important
hranch of the weaving art maeg practiced by the MHaidu. The fur
bBlanketns were more commen Iln the mountain region, 1t would agem;
the bird-skin, in the SaAacramepnto valley. The akin, wikth fur or
[eathers left on, woas prepared by cutting it inte atplpa from one
to twe centimeters in widtbh. The stripa, on drylpg carled or
rolled, leaving the side out, and forming thus a fur or feather
rope or cord of great softness,., A sufficlent length having heen
prepared, it was3, in the case of the birdskins, wsually twisted
with & F[ibre cord to give added strength. Two poles ahout fwo
meteras in lenglh were then set up about one meter apart. The fur
or feathers wa= then wound back and forth about the two polea till
B gufflcient length of wrap waa made. The procezs of acwing then
began, and consisted merely in a slow and laboriows twinlog of a
double weft over the succesrive warp atranda, knotting the cord to
the outer warp strand at the top and bottom as they were
alternately reached. The caompleted blankets were loome in texture,
but very warm and were highly prized.” [33]



Cultural traditiong of Maldu Ard Monkow are very bimilar. The name
"Maldue" ia derived from anglici=zatlon of the native term "Kovo
mkawi"” meaning "low meadow”. (34} *Honkow ueed to live on the
meadow terraces in the canyone of the rivera. Maidu l1ived on
meadows in the wvalley of Sacraments, In the spring and autumtb bolk
tripea waed to gather s&eda Apd berries and go [isghing for eels and
almon. In winter time they hunted for deer. They used to catch
ducka and geesae with the help of tracks or kill birda with bow and
arrew. {35) To¢ obtair fur they used to klll rabkita and hares in
trapa. The drearing of the aking wasz the woman's occupation. (34)

Kukzu cult waa wildely apread among the Kopkoew Indlana. Durinog the
Kukau ceremonies Konkow lmperacnated varleoyga bird spirlta: raven-
Kuk=zu, the benefactoar and taacher of homapkind, ducks and others.
They performed a zpeclal sacred duck dance, Only men could take
part in the performence. That meane that the dance waz extremels
gacred. The bhird cult in the religicus practice of the Kankow and
Maidu tribes 18 Lthe evidence of wide use of rvitual feather regaliag
in ceremonlml prectices. Feathers of eagle, raven, falcon,
pellcan, awan were uged for ritusl costumez and pergonal aderAament
diuring the dancee. The duck feathere wers uwuaed Far ceremonial
belta, blankets and headdresses, [(head-dresm, head=-gear, attire}.
Dne of them, moade of femthers of the game species 83 the feather
blanketn, was collecled by Voznesenskiy {6TU-81.

The dancer in feather regalira was the personificatlon of
ornithimorphic deity: cendor, raven or duck. The idantificealicon
between the personality of the dancer and the deity wea due to the
logic of mampocintive magic that meana " a part inetead of Lhe
whole"”. According te that loglesl conclusion, the duck's foathers
svmbolized the duck :itbteelfl. The perscn in the blanket of duck
feathers was Lhought as the duck ghoat. The duck ghoet waa &
aymbal al ornithowmorphic deity, conmnected with the water element.
The magicml force of the gheat can penetrate in different
directiona from delty to real duck and then to the peracn in thse
cloak and even toa each Feather of thae bird., As Indians aaw them,
featherg were gracred and [ul]l af supernatural power. A, Lhe
clrpakse made of the feathers were considered to be highly =zacred
abjecke. This suggesation made it pogaible to Eere them ar cult
cbjects more than the elewents of evaryday cloth. ({386)

Similar ideas were widely epread among the peoples of Siberia. For
example, the fringe on the hunting coatunezs symbolized the elk's
wool. The hunter in the costuwe recelived s part of the elk'a magic
power. The power cbtmined by the hunter helped him in the hunting
expedition.

KEonkew Indians were famour smong other tribesa becavge of Ltheir
gkillas at making blanketa. Particularly, Hupa were fond of Konkow
feather blankets. In Hupm wmyths, Konkaw are mentloned as
monopoliate of weaving aecretn. A young hero of one inittimation
m¥th of Hupa tribe !a gald to pteal the feathoar blanket in the
neighboring village {Xonkow? ) during the sscred initimtion ritusel.
He made fenthering for hia arrows out of the blanket. Thanks to



cee?

the maglical feathering the arrows brought him fantastic success in
huntitng., He becAame & famous huntear and married two sisters, the
daughteras of the chief., (37) '

Feabther manteletrn were highly appreciated not anly by Indimna but
by callectore. They are represented by only a few =xamples in the
callections of American museum=. The earliert acguisjtions are in
the Feabody museum. 't wman given to the FPeabody of Harvard
Univeraity in 1913 by Mi=s L. H. Eaten of Borten. It waa obtained
in California about the yesr 1B2] by W. dmle. HMHr. Gale amiled ae
cglerk on the "Albatrona"™ from Poston to California in 1800,
remaining on bLhe comsat mm agent for Bogant and Sturgee, Boston,
until {235, He gave the blanket, eevernl finse old Chumash baakets
and othey ethnographical sgpecimens which he had collected In
California ta the family of hls friend J. Eaten, swhose desughter
{abavae] presented them to the muaeum, (33}

Anothetr blanket was dotisbed by the family of Hutons in 1830 to the
Amarican Huseuw of Nmtural History in New York. The blanket had
evidepce of long wearing. (39) The third blanket 18 in the Muss=um
of ¥atural History in Washington. Lizutenant Bingold who wea
prartlcipant of the expedition of Captaln CTh. Wilks of 1841 to fhe
Facramente angd Feather River valleys brought the blanket ta the
muiasum, [d40] During the sxpedition Ringeld visited the villades
of Halde and Konkew whers he obtained the blanket. (41} The dates
of Ringold's and Veznesspakly*a expeditiona, 184), colncide. Both
travellers obtalined feather hlanketa. Honkaw hlankets of HAE more
elogaly regzeamble Hajide blarkets publiahed in Ch. Willaugh’a article

X and K. Fiﬁﬂt'ﬂ bonk, than feather blankeaete of Maka Tndiana of the

northweet roagt af Horth America. (d2)

The history of femther manteletm of the Californiae collection of
MAE ia cloeely conmected with ethnography of Eonkow Indiana and the
peracnality of Russian callector 1. 5. Voznezanakiy, but not J.
Cook mand K. Buhm mAm 1t was traditionally etated before. The
history of bklanksta mare alec connected with Ruamian-America and
Fort Boma which rcan be conesidered a3 ElDorado of Ru=zazian
ethnezraphical aclence aof the nineteenth century,
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