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~j~G"'d)i' 1re turn to that l>l t'Y bee-hi1·c~ of : 

1~1H.\\ indut;try, the l\Iuscovite t;e t tlenlCnt ;,r l•'urt . i 
~\~ Hos:; . \Ve lta1· e tiomewhat in adv;wcc of I 
1b30 shown ll'ltat hall been acco tn plioll\.:(1 i•y 
chat co lony. The time bad nvw come w: w;, its 
i'll t \ll'e exi :;tence had to be detennined. T i11.; re 
": ., 110 1110tive fo r the H ussian:; to hold an occn-

, ,~y liutited by Bodega Bay 0 11 tlre so iith and 
(3ualal« Hi\·er on the north. At he;; t, 

"' l<JrC \\';t t; i>Ut a na rrOW 1JCI1Ch Of Seel.UO<t rd iiY aiJ
;,:Ji\0 for eitlJel' f:m uin g- or g razing purp , > ~e s. 

True, tl: ere 11·as a 1yealtlt of for e:; t lmck ot' rll is 
111 e::>a, but they had already leamed tha t. t! 1 i:; 
tint ber \\'as no t. duraule a::; 111 ate rial fu r ob ip
huilcl ing. They had 1~ retty well exhausted the 
:mpply of t imber from whi ch pine pitch co uld 
be IIHlllltfactured . Tan bark fur the carry ing 
on of the ir tanner ies was thei1· mo::;t pr01n ising 
continuing supply for the fntu1·e. The agents 
of the Alctoka Fm· Company had already signi
tied to th e California authorities a willing ness 

1-lJ ntcate Fo rt J ~065 ll j)OII payru ent r .. :· i:: . i> · •J\'8-

:I lt..: llts . Tl ll'Oilgh the intri cate cndJi ti "n ;; .,;·red 
' t 1 • t . t I t ' . . L:tpe -illS 11' <-b ralt:;tlll Je\ u t1.c \' lee<>:-y ut 

~fexicv, and a,; tbat fu nctiona ry t·,",].; ii ,,.~ ;lll 

01·idence tlmt tiJC l:nss ian eolnl•.)' ; . . l: v~;; 1ras 
.. 11 ih la::;t leg:' , refu::;:-.1 wa:; made,; , . ile k ' .1 nd 
~ :.at the ltns:;i anti, lntvi11 g 111ade : .... ~ ·o1·c . ;: r, 

vn ~-'p<ttJi:;h tol'l'i1ory , with 111<H r.· : _,, a, :~· 1 - d 

;·ru~. r :::;l,ani sh so il , t hey ott;,)tt :,J: to , ·- •c.:!t 
p:•yntent for tho same. \V h: Jc th is is ;,. : Ire 
Lmgnage, it is the sp iri t ol' th e ,-i e \1' the l' icc; ruy 
took ol' the ::. ubj ect. .-\.s a le_:.;;., ; • r~.>p u~itivii 

tl tis was doub t less trno , but as a rr t<tt ter ,_,( :·a,·t. 

at any t ime aftm· 18:25 the superintend v .l t 

Hoss l1 ad at hi ..; eommand t; u tl·icicnt " r the : • .- . . : •. 
ntent a.1d mnnitions of W:-L r to Ita · . ..; n~: ;,· .. . : 
fm 111 l:o:;s to San Diego wi tlti.Ht~ . ..;t or 
dr·;lncc, oo far :Lti the viceroy .;( :. cxicl• 1 ... , 

eoucel'lled. T lwse Dons and Hid,, <gus ~cc : . ,.. . 
hulr e,·cr, to c<> nside1· their rn hrics to be m.;r8 

po11·erful thil.n swords or cannon. As thei r 
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, 1·utn re:> for sale had l.>een tim:; ~ \lmn taril y dis-

... ,;c11 of, th e cu ld, im p:1&siw Mu scovites pursncd 

:. ,. 0ren teno r ,of the ir way, anll as the lamb 

.. :·, ,; ; ;d Fort l (os:> l>ecame exhausted by eontinn

u.:., :·arming they exten,led their farming O]Wra- · 

: ..... -; son tlt1rnrd between the .Russ ian H.iver and 

,; ,,,: ,:g :t Bay, and ult imately inland to th e neig.h

.. .,cilourl of' tht.: p resent village of Bodega Uo rn e rs. 

·-::~Tttiu latter place there were several Huss ian 

;.;ra l·cs, in th e mid st of which there stoou a 
.( ; n:ek cross, long :1fter the Americans (;:11110 in to 

;:.n:p:1ncv. The earliest Americfl.n settlers in 
~ 

~ighl,orhoo ,l aver that the Ru ssian s had a 

. · ·< -m ill some t ii'O or three mi les easterly fro m 

' ,, ,lc;"·:t Corn ers. Certain it is that the an thor-
"' i 1 i ,;~ , t San Franci sco h ~lll · notification that the 

I ~ IIS ;;ia ns c:ontt.: mplated occupation for fa rming 

.. :: :pu~cs as t'ar inland as th~ present site of 

:-. .. 1t:t Hosn.. Tlwse rnltt o t·s, wheth er trttc ot· 

; ... l'. do ub tless :t(·c·clcratetl the mo1·cmcnt of 

:" j,:ll ti~h eoloniz:1tio n in that d irect ion. , 
(l( ,yernnt· \ \Trangell, now lmving contt 'lJ l 1n 

.\ !aska , ~ C(~ .1 ., ru han~ taken an intelligent viPw 

,.~ · <w wLuie ~irtlfttion, a nd realizeLl that nnless 

:::,; company, vf 11· hich he was head rcpresenta

ti l' c, could obtain nn disputed possessi,on of all 

tl,e; kl'l'itory nortlt of the Hay of San :Francisco 

and castlranl to the Sacramento, :it was useless 

l.u attempt n. continnance at Ross. To achieve 

th is end the Alaska Company was willing to bny 

the es tablishments all'Cacly at San ·Hafael and 

~ot1oma. The fact that the Cal ifornia an tlwri

tie~ submitted these propositions to the M exican 

go vemm en t , now free from the yoke of Spn.ni sh 

rn le, would ind icate tl1at by them sneh a p ropu

:; ition was not ~onsiclered in the light of a 

Jt ,•inons offense. Alvamclo was then at the 

Lc:lcl of the Cal ifomia government and no donbt 

!.c: lvoketl wi th g reat clistrnst, if not alm·m, 

L/111 tl1e nmnLcr of Americans who were bc

{.tn ing to find their way into California. Dnt 

(;,. :;e ra] Vallejo, who was now almost autocrat 

on th e north sitle oJ' the B ay of San Franci sco, 

11':\s not, probably, so averse to Americans, as he 

had already three Lmthers-in-law of Yan kee 

],Jur"l. T h t'llt lg h these kinsmen, who were all 

--- - ---------

gc ntilm tcn of gr.od intelligence and educati on , 

V n!lejl) !tad l.ccclln c well informed in refe rence 

to tl tc pnsl1 and energy of th e 1\ m eri ca11 people. 

an d hence i t is r1 nitc cer ta in t.!ta t l10 did not 

fanJt' any pcn nanL: JH oeen pane.)' h e re by a ny 

Enropcnn power. In trnt.lt, wl1i le tit, · C:tl iforn ia 

gov L: rnm en t hrul eonJinecl it self to wordy 1wn 

rcm(Jnstrances ll'it lJ tlll~ occ upan ts of I ~oss , in 

1840 Vall ej o seems tu li<l.Ve mad e <pite a siJ0 \1' 

of calling Rotv,h ef, the then snverin tende nt at 

R oss, to acconnt.ahility for ha ving :t 11 uwed tlte 

A meri ean ship Lausanne to lnnll and d i ~charge 

passenge r;; at ll udega as tho ngh it v;f're a i'r<' L" 

port. SulllC of these passengers, wL (j went ,, . 

Sonoma, were incarcerated l1y the i raie Yallt.:jl• , 

and he even sent. a fi le of solclie r.s to Hodcga tu 

give waming tltat s 11 ch infract ions wo nld lt: :<d 

to :;e ri ons eo nse, ltl Cni·.e,; if pe rsistf'd ~.. . T l1 is 

wa,s Ll1e nearest tO an open r np tnre uf <LIIlicaL!._' 

relat ion s thatevcl·occu n ecl between Spaniard a r .. . 

·.l\I nsco l' itc on t hi s .coast tliat wo tinJ any rC('OJ\.l 

of, and tlti s co nl J not ha 1·c l>een of a ,·2 ry s:w 

gnin a ry 11:1.t 11rc, fur · it SL'Cnts tlJ<i.t \- ~, ::ejo :m ,l 

tcu~.eltcf \Y ere on social good terms nfrenntJ\ 

Til e proposed ac<lni:;i ti on of territory ;·.'.' 

Gov ernor \Vrangellm et with no encourage tnL ... 

fru m the J\'rexican Govemment. L1 ref~t·e :l.'. 

to tltis mat ter Ihncroft says: "The iJ:tc: nti o; . .. . -

the Huil;;ian;; to aLandon l~oss and their wi sh t u 

sel l thei r property there, l1ad, as we lm1·c seen, 

bee n an nonncecl to Alvamclo, and Ly him to the 

1\f ox ican governme nt, bcfo t·e the e nd of 18±0. 
In ,January 18±1, Vallejo, in repor ting to the: 
minister of war l1is controversy wi tl : Uot.ch ef 
and 1\rupicnrof, m enti oned the pro puscd a ~ • :li• 

donm ent, raking more credit to him se1r' than t.:e 

fact s conld justi t}' , as a resnlt of tl 1at co1Hro 

versy. Th e 1\nss ian s had consulted him a:; -

their power to sell the buildings a;; well as li\·0-

st~)ck to a p riv:1te person, and he had l>een told 

that 'the nation had the first righ t ,' :tnd wou : · 

have to be consulted. The fear that in q•c·: .. . i 

him at that t ime to answer thu s cam i,·,;I sly ,,. .. ·. 

that some fore ign ers from the Colnm Lia or ei~c: 

wh erc might ontbid any citit:en or' Cal ifor 1ia, 

and tl 1us mi,;r a qnestion of soverei gnty, wltich 
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migh t p ru\'e t rnnld e::>o1 ne in the future ru 1\{ex i

~.:a ll intc>t 'l.'::it~ . Vall ejo al,;u urg ed tll (' go ve l' l• 

lllf'JJt tu lurni,;h a garriwn , and antl1orize tl1e 

pl:111ti i l~· Ill' :t colo ny at t ll e .d .. wduned l'(J::it. In 

J.'ehrJI<ll'_)', l1u wever, Kost ro1nitino f, re prcsc n t in ~ 

t he co1npan_y, proposed tv sell tl1e propl' r ty Lo 

\ "allc_i ,> h int ~elf' for 830,000, pa_y:d .. de l1 alf i:1 

lll\) n,·y Ul' [,i ll:; (\r the I r ml::>Oil B<ty C onlpan y , 

, fu rt: IJlael\:.;n.itll sh (•p, l<lll lll' l'Y, hath-lion s<: . 

cuoper' s ,;!Jup, l;akery, r·al'j Jl' l, t<.: r' s ~l 1o p , ~yo 

wi mlmi ils i·or gri nd ing, \Jll C :: 1ill lll,,\·ed Ly 
;iTitt'ials, th r('e t· l l n ~.-<hinu fi<HII ' . ..: , : we:! , a st:1hh·, 

;':l h ee l2_-COtc, l10g-;H'Il, ]ll!il,;t· , t \\' 0 C0 11· 

st:d>le::;, eorral , ten siJed,;, <: i :.;·l1t i,;,r ;,,_ _ ten 

J~itcJ J cns, :tll l1 tW\)II Ly-f'on r JI U II:-:i <!~ , l l ( ;t: ·:;· e l· e r_:

~ I IC havi na an orchard . .\c Ko~u·rd 1·r in of 

. and h :ll f in rrqdncc deliverC(L at Ycrkt Bnena. 

The (; eneml exp ressed a willing ne:;s to make tl1e 

p urcl :asc, bnt eould not promise a deti ni te deei

~ion on the snhj eet befo re July ur 1\ ugu ot. 

PE'nding the decision, the l{u s::; ian age nt ~cents 

tn hal'c ente red, perhap::; secretly , into negot ia

tions with Jolin <\.. Sntte r, \\·ho at th a t. time was 

not d ispo,;od to lmy :mything unt mo veab le ' 

pn,pcrty. \[eanwhile a reply came front 

~r e:-.:i eu, though hy no mean:> a sati sf:tctory on e ; 

~inee th e gO \'l' l'I Jment . -evi dently with some ki nd 

of an id e:l. that the Rn s::; ia n uflicials had bee 1 

fri ~l1tenecl away, leaving a floll!'ishing se tt le

ment to be taken posses~ ion of b_y th e Califor-

u ians-si Ill ply sent useless instructions ;tbou t t he 

details nf occupati on and fo rm of go l' emment 

to Ge C6tablished . In July Kostrom itinof rc- • 

tnrne,] f rom Sitka, and negotiations we re reco m

mended . ,\_] varado was urged to come to 

Sonoma, bn t · <lee] i ned; though he ad vi sed 

Val lejo th:lt in the absence of in st ru ctions from 

l\Jexieo the Russ ians had no rig ht to dispose of 

the renl estate. A n elaborate inven ):o ry of the 

p roperty offe red fo r sale at 830,000 was m ade 

out, h ut V allejo's bes t pfl:'er seems to have been 

B9,000 fo r the live s tock alone." 

1 n a foo t ll Ote Ban croft g ives the in ventory of 

p rope r ty offered for sale which is as follows : 

'' S<1 n:ne fort of logs , 1088 feet in circnmfer-. 

ence, twelve feet high, with two towers; com 

manLlan t's honse of log s (old), 36 x48 feet don ble 

hoarded roof, 'six rooms with coni<ler and 

kitchen; d itto (new) of logs, 24x48 fee t, six 

r oo ms ancl corridor; hon se for revenne ofticers , 

22:-.:60 feet , ten room s ; barracks, 24x66 feet, 

eight room s ; three warehouses ; new kitchen; 

jail; chapel, 24x3G fee t, with a belf1·y, aml 

a well iiftee n feet ll eep. Ont;; id e of t he 

ran cho, house, farm IJtJi id ing.,;, c·vJTa l "~ll boa t 

for eross i11g the ri ver i::llavi:uJb. ; \ t !\.t ,, ..;l.nikof 

ranclw, aduLe !JotJ::;t· , f:trt1 l l;ni l . ~i1 tgs, · .. :~ri •. mill. 

cu iT<II. At Tse! Jcl'll iel1, .or Dun .To r,!.:\ · .. :·:uw ltu , 

house, sto ~ , i'e nccs, ete. At Hode~;l, >.1 :. r.·Lunse 

30x60 feet, th ree Slllall hou6..; ~ , IJa tJ: , ,. w:ns, 
eonals. 

made out Ly J ~ 11 s ;;ian lt:uJd5 i t , ; , ; ~y l>c acecprell 

a:; a trn e .;tatelll ent nf th e condi tio n, ;,r ,:n<l in 

the neiglJI;nrlwod of I : o~s in : , ,e i.." y ear uf 

H nes i an oceu patiou tl1ere . 'l'L..; on ly ;, n , i ~sion 
of co nsequ enee seems to have bc..:n tl:e .:u·ch ;1rcl 
w me distance I mck of the f,;n, llll ; : .• , 11 il side, 

and a l'ineyard of 2000 vines a t. wl.: .· :~ c!esig 

IHLted "Don Jo rge' ,; ram·h o ." ~ n 1\ .' :; -: , ·:t..:e to 

this ran cho , Belcher in hi:; note:; o f : . :.;·<:] in 

1837, mentioned a rancho bt: tween l.Coss and 

Bodega cla im ed by a ci-rleva/nt Engl is i .J r,~tn (D. 
Gorgy), yielding 3,000 bushel s of grain in g oocl 

years. 

Go ve rnor .Alvora as "·ell as V all ejo e\· 'de n tl y 

t hongh t. t hat th ey had .Kostromitinof in." e; .. me r 

so fa r as hi s ability to sell the Ro~" r :·vpt: rry 
was con cemed , ·an d their vnly re:1.l CltJ. ,·, ·l'Jl was 

lest ·he would make a bonfire of rhc l.;Ji] , ings 

ra ther than leave them for ~[ cxican occ11patiun. 

J3nt in t h is they were m is ta ken , fo r a p .... ,.:tase r 

was fonnd in Captain J ohn A . Sutter. 'tjfe r

e nce to the sale thns con summated Banc ro 't says: 

"Sn tter, like Val)e_i o, had at fir;;t wi shed to pur

chase the l ive-stock o nly; b n t he wonl(1 perhap,; 

h a re bought anyth i ng a t any pricejf it c- ould 

b e obtained on credi t; a any rate, after a brief 

hesitation a bargai n was made in September. 

T he formal contraet was signed by K ostrom i

tinof and Sutter in the office of the s nb -prefec t 

at S:tn Fmneisco, witlt \ ·i ,>get and Leese as 

witn esse;;, Decembe r V 3. J:y irs tc nn :> SutteJ· 
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.. .. , ... . ~ in po:;:;cs:;i on of all tl10 p roperty :tt i 
. "' ' " .nJ l~od l'ga, e:-.:ccpt the bml, as SJ)ceified 
. . · ··' i11 Yentory, and he was to pay fur it in 
. .. . :· yearl y in:-: t;lll nwnts, beginni ng Septe mber 

1 ~ - 1 :~ . Th e iir:; t and seco nd payments wen' 

:u :," 2j ,OOO c:tch , aml the ot hers of 810,000; 
.. :i r.- t th r,;,; \\'Crc to be in produce, chit•ll y 

.. ·· ' :.,, .~d ii'Cl\'U :1t San Fmncisco free of duties 
,, ... : ~ - 1 ; .:1age ; :wd the fourth was tu l1c in muncy. 
' ... , o:: ~tabl isluncnt at .::\ cw .1 [el vetia ;<ml t.lw 
... \ ,,·::.\· at j1lhl,•g :t and the tii'O rancl1os of 
l\! .. ,:.: .:ku f aml Tsehc rn ich, whi ch p roperty was 
tu :,.., ,..,i 't intact in possc;;sion of the company's 

:t:.;,·: . :., \\'e re pkdgod as gnaran tees for the pay-
1,. ,. . • . It w,>u ld seem that Alntmclo, whi le 
i: ,,. :- r:l ,_:_;· t lmt the land did not belong to the 
.. : .. _,:t ::y and conk! not be solll , had yielded his 

l' <~i:.t ahunt t.he h ni ld ings, perhaps in tl 1e beli ef 
tl1:;t 110 pu rcl1ascr co nhl he fonnLI; for the l~u s 

:ian~ ~a.r that rhc ,••)n t ract wa,; app roved by tl10 , 
C:tl il'om i: L gol' cr lllllent, ami i t is certain that 
tlll'l'l' '.1':1:; no ollic i: tl u isapproval of its term s.' ' 

~ u '· .• : ue UO !'ll e in mind that Kostromitinof, 
11·1. " . ; ., ~ ..: n tcu tll is contract with Captain flnt- ' 
h:r, 1r:.,; t.lw ho:-.d ofhcer of the Alaska govern
lllel.t. ,,·i1ile, at the t ime, Uotchef was manager 

ar l~v o~ . \:YilCn it cnllle to n delivery oLth.e 
pn']l<.: rty Sutter ·eems to lwlUJ indncerl JH~na

;;er llotchef to g ive him a writing ante-dating 
tJH::--Coinract a iJO ,'C referred to one clay, jn wlJj c l1 
'!'"[rJtdlet' certi fied that the lands held . by the 

M~' for twenty-nin e years wap incl ndPJ.....i.n 

~~-~~!~.I? 1L _I.e Capitai ne Sntter of the other 
ell'ects of the company for tl!G s;1m of 830Jill.Q 
ft \\'as npon the shadowy title to land thns ac
•p1ll-cd 'by cerfi11cate of a snborcli t '.c.ei 
~i'iYo l1ad i1o j1o\.vcr to confirm any such sale, tl1at 
l : u~;r;'iltJtle to land along the coast became.._ a 

staibng spectacl e amonD' American se ttl ers in 

:~ 
l' rl'l-i on s to t.ll i:; sale of the J~oss and 11oclega 

l•l '"Jierty l u i:ln tter, a portion of the fonner oc
enp :un~ t here had been t ransferred to Alash1. 
,; :.tion~ . :Manager Rotchef, together with the 

r.;1nai rring em ployes of the company, took 
th ,:: r departu re f rom Hoss in the late day:; of 

1841 vr carl y in J:<J ill ary of 134-:2 , on board tlte 
Cvnofrtnt·ine, uonll( l for Ala:; ];a. ·wh ile all of 
them, do ubtless , har l elleri,;ltnd aswcia t inn,; ami 
mern ori e,; vf the hwd to which they retnrnf·U, 
we im agi11e that it was 11 ot. with ont sorc and 
sad heart,; many of th em wateh eu the rccl·clin g: 

outli ne,.: 11f Fort llo~:o awl the OYcrg recn f"n~"t " 

t.hat t'ot'll lS its ench;~n t ing back -gron nJ . Tl111 ", 
i n n. day , wh ere t'M near ly a thiru of a <:e: ntury 
had bePn hc:ml the r ingi ng of h:tmn 1er and 
anvil ; the noisy la uo r of ship-carpe . te r.-' al' •l 
cal h :rs <ll ll; t l1e din of coopers, a :;n ,], len ::; ill'J ir '<:· 
fell, seemingly li h tl1at whicl1 l10verl'. l o,·,•r 
tlnt t. <)_ n iet spot jnst :;onth of t he fc,rt wLe re :t 

(l reck cross marketl the last rest.i1 rg l_J lace of 
tho;;e who h:1d encied their l ife -work tl1erc. 
Even tl1 c stock that had been reared the re wer~ 

gathered together :111 <1 d riven to the Sacramento 

valley mn ch of Ca]'ta in Sutter. .\ nd ""' :r· t l:,· 
hand of fa te l1 ad tu rn ed entirely agai1 s t I ·~o~ ,., , 

Su tter, by moans or· a schooner l10 hau aer1ni rec 
in th e purchase from the Ru::;~ i an s , even c:1n ie. : 
away from Hos;; sc,·eral buildings with whicl. 
to ad urn the inner co nrt of hi:; fo rt ~ .t X ew 
Hel vetia. Thi t> will <teco nn t fo r th e ' usencc at 

Hoss of many lmildings enum era ted in (1,<; cat
alogue a t tlH:> time of sale by the Rn ssia1 1S. ;\;., 
Fo rt 1-to:;s ocenpi es n fi rst prom i nen cc in t he 
history of Sonoma Co nnty it will not be ont of 
place to follo w its histo ry to its end in thi s 
chapter. -

In ref:2·ence to tlw departn re ot' the 1\ns
s in.n s fro1i1 Fort J{oss, Bancroft say~· .. 011,· 

R nssi:tn, anLI perhaps several, remaineJ u11 t he: 
ranch es to look ont fo r the c.Jlnpany'i; in r.e r, ·:< t:> . 
Su tter sent Robert [{idlcy to assnm e chnrge for 
l1ill1 at 'lii·st; bnt J ollll Bidwell took l1i:S place 
early in 1842, and was in tnm .sncr.ecded hy 
William 13ennitz late in 18±3. Me:m whi le 

most of t.h..e moveable property, inclmli n~' th e 
cannon, impl ements, and most nf th e cattle, ,,-:1" 
remo1·ed t.o Xew llelvetia. Tile few l mndr,~. ; 

cattle left beh ind soon Lecame so wil d that i ;· 
meat was needed it was easier to catch a deer 
or bear. The Califvrnians made no etlort to 
occnpy the abaudoned fortre:;s ; ::; i11 ce ha1·ing 
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I 
Yirtnallv con,.;ented to the sale of e v l ~ J"Vt.hi n<,. 1 and as f:tr as the eye conld i::i t:an, wm; one tll ll lt-

" " b ~ I 
hut the land, th0 gtwern mcnt had 110 pro pcny terrnptc·d Yi,.;ta nf grain fiPld,-, in ei'C'I} stage of 
to he pmtl'eted t.lif' rr .' ' l t arvcMin :~ , fmnt rlw g a1·eb that were d roppi 11g 

_/_ .\ s a l n~ady :>tatcd \ Vill iam 1\ennit.z t.h)~_po:; - frnt tJ thv l't·:q,r r,. t l1nt 1n·re cl attt·rin .!,;· on en::ry 
st'~~ion uf' 'the Hm:;s pro )e rty a~ :)ntt.·r\i :went kutd, np I <• tliL' ,.; hock in tl1 c field or t lte new 

in Tsl:11. (' snuscqnent.ly lcn,.;ed tliC propeny, 111 :1•ie sta.· k in the ],arnyanl. B(Jdega C!ll'll CI';; 

iti aho nt 1~-:1-5, and still late!' pnn·l 1 a ~Nl t i :l' is on Lhr ~111ith gm11t, an.] consists of a hr,te l, 
li\ i .. i17Tttlgs and furt and l>l.lCalne >osse~sor of tl 11' 1 two sto re.:;, a Catholic·. ehnn.: lt, l.Jlack:;mith :,hop. 
:\[itnlz or •ort L~ot-s grant extending along _ti 1l.l et (' . 1\ 1'1er pa::;s ing the Corners we were \l'ith-

c·n·u:~-fTrOii1 tlte H nssian l t iver nonlmard t..> a ont chart or compass, hal'ing e ntered npon a 

pcnnt Jil:>t aboYe the p resent Tind>cr Co1·e. region by 11s nnexpl ored . f.or several miles on1· 

1r. ,eJiliTtz, with h is fainily, lived at l.'o rt l{oss conrse lay along :::ialmon C rr ek, the road in 

Jliltii 1~7, ldten he so ld the property and re- lll:tlly ]•hers hei ng arched on=- r by the tan g lerl 

1no-\'ci. ro Oakland . In 187± he went to the wildwood tl1rongh whicli it 1ra::: \;ut; then rnkin .~ 

A rgl' :l tine l1cp1ihl ic, and 'd iecl there in 187(). a b rill le t mi I It' ad i ng over a monntai n tlta.t on'r -
'J~ ' l c writer visited Fort Hoss twenty-seY en looked th e cleep hlne ocean , we r'ollo,,·ed it:; zig-

ye:1rs ago, when the palisade walls of the en . ' zag win d ings to the montl 1 r,f' til e Rn,.;si::m 

~losnt\' were. still in gooll presen ation, as also · · I~iver: 1 Jere \\'e perfonne. a fear only seeond 
tlw Ln il.Jing,.; within, together with tlie Greek ' to that or \[uses and hi~ fo l ()\\' c·rs ('J'C.i'Sing the 

ehapel and heetagon:d block-honses descd ued He(1 Sea with d ry sand al>-: : he sea S\l·ell l1:wing 

alJ~ \·e l oy Vnhant Cilly. A,; even then the cast np :t l1a1Tier of sand acro:; s rlt e month of 

eonn t ry from Bodega to the Unalala l~i ver W:lS tlw ri l'er, form ing a bridge n pon which we 
com! ,:uatively nnsettl e<1 by Amerie:m ::;, we wi ll , crossed, 11·ithont our :;teed dipping his fee t in 

he rt' inrrotlnce our cleseription of the trip a~ iJ:. · · water. f [e evidently reganle,l it as a dangerom 

appeared und er the capt ion of '·Editorial Jot- und ertak ing, fo r every time Ll1e snrr', after re -i?: by the \ Vaysicle," in the .A?'IJ1l-> of Jnly ceding as if to gather st rent;th, would come 
0, 18fU :. rolling np hissing anJ seething, narrow irig the 

"I..ea1·ing Pd.alnma _in the aftem oon , a f0\\' space down to fifteen or twenty fed Let\\·cen thP 

hour;;' ride brongh t 11s to Bloomfield, where we deep river on the one hand and tl1e uriny deep 

were greeted by nnmerous friend:;; an d accepted on the ollter, he would attempt to take th e back 

the hospitality of 0\11' old f ri end IV. B. \Voocl, track, apparently h:wing los t all confid ence in 

of tl1n fi rm of \Vood & Arth ur . It is hardl y ' either our prndence or jndgment. Acros;:; the 
Jl ec·e;;sary to i nfo r m our reacJers that this flour- ri 1·er, on t· course lay along the coa~t; and as 

i;:;hing village is loc<1te<1 in th e center of Big Fort l{oss was twelve miles dis tant, without a 

Yalley; and that the valley a nd upland sur- hnman hnuitat ion intervening·, we whiled ::l\r:1y 
rounding is very p rolific in i ts y ield of ce real:;, the hours by noting the el'er-l·arying landscape 

'spnds,' aml Republicans. A d ress parade, in , or watchi ng the snl'f as it broke in ;'! ong line 
the e1·ening, of a company of youthful zo naves, of whi te spray against the rock-uonnci. -:o ;1st ; or 
who marched to m usic ext racted from a t in can, anon the eye would ue relieved uy til e ; ppear-

convinced us that the mar tial spi r it of that vil- an,ce of a coaster, w it i1 fnll -sp1·ea,; t';<ll \· ns , 

!age was thorongh ly a1·oused, and that with such glidi ng over the billows with the grac<: nf a sett 

a home-guard Bloomfield can hid defiance to g nlL Passing over a :>pm of th e ~l~Ount;l i n 

Davis and his emi ssari es. " clo thed with a heal'.)' forest of redwood and fi r. 

".At an early ho nr in t h.e rn oming, we were ! we e ntered an open ing from whence we loPkeJ 
galloping clown tlw vall ey in th e direc ti on of I do wn npon F ort Ross , on the le1·el plain belo\L 
Bodega Corners. On Aither side of t he road, "Before proceed ing fn rtltP r, it may llOt ue 
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1111 t u!' )'laL:e tn illi.ul'lll ~> I ll' reader~ tl1at Fort 

J :u.- ~ 1r : .~ !'ulllllkd ~u::: e !i!\)' yean; n.go hy l~n s 

.-: :111 - . ": !Jv , ettled a t tl1at pu in t fo r tho pn rposo 
, ;· ~ · .. •,L.I I'il l<' >ic~ :t utte r ; \\' l1ich }Jllr~uit thO.)' ful -

t 0 ' 

;.,,1·, . 1 :·,J!. perhaps twenty yea r,;. .\ ,; ide from 

1:\1: :· •• ,. ~ :.itild ing~, en doscd l.Jy ''h igh and ~nh -

0;:;1 :. :., : p:Liisade \\'al l O I'Cl' one hundred yard:> 
" 11 ... ·...: . :!l<'l'C 11·as, at one pe riod, ,;o me tS ix ty 

1k , . ug , ; lilt \' tl 1ey have t: rnmhlcd and passed 
.. ·.·:: ,1·. .\ :'wr they left thi:; coast, the proper ty 
,-: .. ·_, ,.e,; ]J:uttb ,en~ ral t ime:;; Lut \\'H S l>ureltasod 

0 

: ,,. : :.. · ,resc n t p ropr ietor, l\lr. Benn itz, eight-
tx ., _ :c: :.J ·~ :.go, an,] he ha,; been in occn pntion 

·• .\., l':c: dcsetmde,l tl~e ,;lope toward the Fort 
II'\; k .t :.,; if appl'<):tc;h ing a spot ent itled to a 
prvllli::c;J.L plat.:c in the anti<J.n i ty of om; State. 
Tl1 <..: C : • .:k c!tu rcl. ,) f nussian n,rchitectn ro that 
f.,: ·:. , u .. G co rn er of the (l lladrangJe ; the two
oc•! l'.)' .. . xLtgon:',! ::iCllt ry-ho nse of sol id hewn 
tiJ JdH.: r, fun ning thu d in,gonal corners of tho pa1i
:-:,c k, :111tl wi th loup-Lvlcs fo r c;annon and :; nJ:tll 
ar111~; and tho nwssi \·e gates which protect the 
l'r\JJJ t .·:lt !'ance ; con.inred up to our mind con
j<T[II: ..:,, of the s ~;c nos of which it 'vas tho 
Lhcac ,· :, long, long years ago. 

" lhviug a letter of introd uct ion to .;\[ r. 
llcnn i tz, \I' C c1 i;; monn teJ, and . the ponderom; 
. ~ale yielded to Olll' pt·essn i·e and Sln111g lmck 
creak ing upon its rusty. hinges. All the ap
puinltllCllt::i inside were in keeping with tho:se 
ll'i thout; st roug th anc1 du rability predom inat in g 
ol' cr the Ol'lla tJJCn tal. T he snb:stant ial dwell ing-, 
il1c outlw! tscs ran;..;·er1 around the square, the 
ll'cil in Liw center, tho fo nr huge mastift':s of the 
:-it . Hcl'lmrJ and X cwfoundland ureed that 
t'ondled ~•rou nd ns as we approached the dwell 
ing, t.:oinplctcd a picLurc tlmt cam e nearer Ol ll' 
i'OIJCcp tiun of tl1c 5\ll'l'Ollnd ings of so me of the 
nlcl fcndal barons than any thing we ever expe
ril'nt.:ed lJefore. ·we pre~e nte<l onr letter to l\rr. 
!;l:nnitz, wl10 is a very intel ligent Genrmn, n,nd 
ill' at on ce extendec1 to ll S the hospitality of hi :s 
lll;tllsion. iiir. Benn itz lives in n, worl d hy 
l: imoc: l:'; hav ing ·a domain that extends from 
:i.e L ~•·:.; :, of nu s,;i::tn River, eighteen mile;; np 
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the cva.~r.. an d lllllenanl crl except l,y i1i>- ,.,UJIICJ'r;8, 

who ::ti'C ;:;t ati ullcd at vari t•ll!:i p(•i11ts to tak<..: c;are 
of h is ..;tud.; . Iii :; iso ],,red position depri,·c::; his 
~;] Jildr <..: n vf tl1e ad 1·ant:1g<..::> of a piihlic; :Se houl ; 
ln1t to atune fnr tl1is he has ompluy <..:d a prinl!e 
tcac;! Jrr, t:o tnpelc nt to i1npart in :-. t rudio11 :~. l,vth 
tii\J En!..:·] i,.,h :~ :J cl ( ;en nan langnages. 

"l\ci.r(: :,l ied hyuur night'::; svjuur 11 at For t l ~otici 

we continued on Olll' .iv um oy 11p tl1e c;oaf.t. The 
fi n;t plac;e wor thy of note :tbon : tlw r \ .rt is 
T illlher Cove. llore, our late fcliol \·· t<>ll·t::;:na tJ 
Ji r. l\ al km:w, is loc;atcd ,and in co lll p>uty \I' i 1 h ~\lr. 
Snaplc, own ~ a 1ni ll w!J ic!t is turn ing out aLvnt 
:25,000 feet of ltun lJcr e1·ery twen-ty-fo nt· hiJn r:-;. 
Two schooner;; ,,·oro tak ing in ca rgoes of lu tn h<..:r 
for San Fran cisco market . The pruprieto rti 
have const rn c;ted a substant ial rai lw ay c ~tcndill;,· 
from tl1 c mill .hn.lf a mile np the c:tCJVn, do1rn 
whicl1 they uring sa\r- log:; on ,, car. 

F onr miles ahovo Ti muer C OI'C we r·: ,:;;,eel 
Salt P vi nt. Dnncnn's mill used to lH:: lvc::.:wl at 
this place ; bnt has been rem oved to a poin ~ t 11·o 
mi les di sbwt from the mon tl1 of: H nss ian Hi1·er, 
in con sel]_\ eitce of wh ich this P oin t ha::; loot 
cvnsidcrab ie of its importance, as is manifc~t 

by its gronp of tenantless ho!l:;es ; l1u t it::; tlnarry 
oE excellent stone, con siderab le of which is 1Je
ing shipped to the n::t\'y yard:; a t ~I:uc h ::: 1ri , 
may gi1·e new vigor to the p lace . 

" Four miles heyond Salt J' oint 11·..: pa~::oed 

Fisk's mi ll. This mill cu ts al1ollt S,OUv fecr \I f 
l umber <.laily. Its supply of t im ber i:> ine.\
hansti ble; antl we hope its p ropri e tors lllay rc·ap 
the rich reward 1\·hich tliei·r entcrpri :;o Ine r it:-' . 

" By llOOll we had rc:·lcJiOd a distan c;e of t ii. Cll

ty miles ahovo Fort I~o~ ::;, and \\'0 stopped fur 
rcft·cs lnn onts at tho lbn cl 1 Honse of lkalcr, the 
claiman t of the G erm:tn grant. .II ere i,.; a 
stretch of pl::tin ex ~e n d ing np an d down th~: 

coast for te n mil es, tha t i;; nns ltr pas~od in k ' ill tt.y 
of location or fertility of ,;oil <Lil}' wh erc l•eL11·ec t1 
Point !{eyes and P oint .·\.rei;as. Tho pla in 
varies from on e - r1~mrte r to two tn iio6 in l.Jread th, 
and wi th j nt>t sufficie nt in cli ne from t.h c foo t hi!!, 
to the beach to affo rrl R spl endid sea ,-imi-. The· 
mo nnt n,ins bordering it arc crwercd \\'i rh a 
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perfcd wildcm eso of l'o rest, of in calculable 

value. 
•• Tun miles m ore had to be t raversed np th e 1 

coast before \\'C t um cd onr f'ace homeward; an d 

Chr i~ . Sti 11 glc, of the .Uanch H onse, volu n tecrcd 
·to a<:-t as ou r g uide a nd co mpani on. '\Ve were 

won da::; hin g pel i111 Cll over t l1 e pbin up the 
coast ; Chri ::; . in the 1neantim e enter ta in in g us 

hy relating hn nting ad ,· en t ures aml 11oi n t. ing ou t 

spots ,,·here h e had kill ell elk, bear, or oth er 

game of lesser consequence. F ive mi les h ron gl1t 

ns to the crossing of the G ualala i{ ivcr, where 

we entered ::'IIendoci no Co un ty. He re tltc 
mountains clo~ed in upon the beach, and t.i m be1· 

stood so close upon th e brink that if up rooted 
it would fall in the sud' below. Up to th is 

point we had fo und the roads a nd tra ils reasona

bly good, b ut t hose five mi les froin the G ual ala. 

to Fish Hod;: were th e concen t ratcd essence of 

brcak- n e ~,;k roads. Deep gorge afte r gorge Lty 

nth war t onr way, and in m any places a fal se st0p 
"·cmld have p recip ita ted both horse and rider 

down to certain destrn ct ion. Before reach ing 
thi s poin t we had been so ind i ~creet as to i nform 

our companion that we had had considerable 

eq nestrian experience, an d. as he took the lead 
and did not disrnouut, a sense of honor p rompted 

us to remain in t he saddle e ven at t he risk of 

our neck. 
" At F ish H ock there is a mill in process of 

erection, in which wi ll be placed t he macl:·inery 
formerly used in th e P erkins mill, J3oclegrt. 

This is a g ood location, there being an. in ex 
h austible snpply of. good tin;1ber and a secnre 

harbor fo r vessels to lay while r eceivin g cargoe::; 

of lu mber. 
;, '\Ye ret urned to the R anch H ouse th.at nig ht, 

and as ti red as we were, we did ample jnstice to 

the bacr1elo r fare of Chris. and his two com
pan ions. In the moming ·we were in saddle 

brigh t and ea rly, and accompanied by 0 111' com

panion of the previous day, who -accompani ed 
us several miles on our return , s tar ted on onr 

way down the coast. \Ve had rode about two 
. m il es wheu the practiced eye of Chri s. spied 

a grey fox between u::; and the beach. It allowed 

us to apuroacl. witlt ill fo r ty paces, 'd re n a slt(Jt 
from our re,·olver \l·am ed it to w ck safety in the 

cltapparel on the foot-hill:; half a mile distant. 

T he chase across the lel'el plain " ·as sp ir ited 

and exciting, our lto riies seemin~ to enjoy the 
spo rt, &trained C\"l! r_y nen ·e tv v\· or ltatd his fox 

ship , and ,; uceecJcd sen .: ral tim es in doing sv 

and attem ptefl to ju1np upon him, lJil t with . the 

Cl1 11 11 ing, charac te r iotic of hi~ tribe, l.Jy ta<:-king 
aw l llonl>ling he fi nally outo-enera] (;(J n ;; an d 

reached <:-uv cr. So ended our fox e!HL' l' . .\ few 

mi les f ur ther 011 we par ted wi th <)\li' cc1:1p::wi on 
a11d continued on ou 1· cunr~e d(Jw n tlt c e , ,a~t 

alone. At night-fall w e were ag:1 i1, ·.-.- .: :Co ll!ed 
to the -h ospital ity of the Fon Ros, 1rJ(I.lloion . 

Th e next flay lJeino- the Sabbatl1 , : ~. ~; re.o;t for 

wh ich it \\" :ts set apart wa;. needed Ly Lvth our

self an d ou r ;jaded l1orses, bnt as cin· L o~ l stanees 

rend ered on r i m 111 ed iate rctnm necc::;sa:·y , \I'C bade 

on r host :mel l1i s· ex<:-ellent lady g ood -by a t eight 
o'clock in the morni ng ;mel a.t eigh;; u"dvek in 

the evening arr ived in Petnbma, LhY! no- rode 
fo r ty -five miles m o::;t ly or er :l ,-e:-y mvu ntainuus 

COtlnt ry ." ' o~~ 
At the t ime of onr vi it to Fo rt Ho~ s above · 

d~bed , hlr. Ben ni tz related tv no ma1..:_y thrill 
- ].ng adventnres in connect~~l}__Jvith his _· esidCJ!_9.~ 
tlie.i:C:-··· on1eyears late1· we wrote a ,cries of · 

all"fo;;:J;'~ke tches en t itled " W aysi c c :'II cmo-~ 
n es "and one of the sketches under the captiun 
oT"AH.:~dom Shot" was a recital or' an occur-. 

i"'mrc~;-·FO·rt Ross, as rela te.-1 tO us b:r Dennitz. 

\V'eJ:~cl nc; i t here : 

- a-srua :Ii:: l3cnn it7~ ' ~ \ t the time I pu rd1<1sed 

the Fort lloss property there were around aml 
in the ne ighborhood of the Fort a ::trge !lU111 -

ber of Indian s. V ol nn tarily they h.n o hueollle 

almost a part of the estate aw~ as vbl·, lient to 

my orders as if mind, so ul m~tl bol y. I then 
rai sed a large amount of g rain. m : . ~ :tad thou. 

sands of head of cattle, which ga \·e me ample 

opportuni ty to u t ili ze t he Ltho r of thc::;c untu 
tored abo rigines. As my in tl uence o,·er the111 

m ainly depended on the kindn e::;:; and con.sidera
tion with which th ey were treated, I let no 

opportuni ty pass to g ive them evidence of my 
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>.i'd :·,, r thl• ir j >ll' :t ~ll l' u a nd weiL•re. They, had par ted company. 'With the 11tlnost cau t ion 

nd iall::> 1 klltl\\' or, \\'ere pa;:;s ionately I \vork cd .lll.Y way np tu a po:; i t ion overlooking 

~·J , . . . , ~ pcrsunal deeuration, and fur onwm enht- the ~:<pot \\'h e re l and the 6 riz:d y togethe r fell. 

r. 1111 pri zecl nu tlt ing 111 0re hi gltl y than the pl11 - To IllY sn rprisl', an d gmtilieation as 1rell , there 

'.-.: ·· d t' l1ird :;. One day n1y Indian s were not iei 11g lay t he l1ear stre tdwd at f'nll len~·th, a nd dead . 

. ... nc: rn lt ure:;. o r Californi a co nd ors, on the .:\[y rand on1 ;;hot, had p l'Ovcd what sclclui ll r,t.:cnrii 

,;1,..,; :·• ;ec; SO lli e cli:;tancc np the ll10I111tain side to griz:-~ly bea rs, a dead shot. T kt t,· sa id ~[r . . 

,;,ck 0 i' tl1e Fon, and I oycrhearcl them express- Henni tz, kn ot.:k ing tl1e a; .. Jtes out of an ,J!egant 

i11 ;; a 11·i ~l 1 that they had ::;o me o£ t. !tc fe a ther:; . 
1 

1n eerschaum, '\l'ai:i the l> i ~·ge::ot scare vf n.y 
... ~"}i11g· n uthin ~· I q uietly took my gnn and life.''' 

";,]licrl r .. n h, dctenn in ed if possibe to gnttify -W hile we han; earr icd onr cl1aptur ,;e;c;c r ip-

il:..: i:· :c~i re . lly t:Lcking backward and forward I t ivc. of noss ],eyonrl the lilllits of l~ll :i:3i :.n vl:Ctl -

;,' .. .. g tl 1c 11101111t::tin side T graclnal1y worked my pation we feel warranted, on aeco ttllt of it:; 

'-':;.y nn to tlte nces where the vultmes were. histurie St lrro ttndin ,;:::, in t racin g its hi6 tory to a 

'.'i.e· !lc:l l')' fo liage of the pines prevented 1ny con elnsion in thi s dt:tpter. A s already .; t atC;I1, 

, ., ti! ng :t ready 1·i e11· of the game I was seeking . \Villi~tm ]{enttitz ::;old the lloss proper ty in 18()'7_ 
\\"irh my g nn coekcd aml the mnzzle pointing np C~r les I•'a1ri<•x and a man named :Uixon lJei11g 

I 1ra~ moving <luict: y side-wise with eyes peer- the pmchascrs. 'Ihey managed the woner ty 

i11g into the canopy of bonghs, when I wa~ i fo r a few yea rs, wh en Fairfax died . In 11·ind in ;; 

st ar tled by the breaking of a stick close to my np the es ta te and buB iness of the :fi rm it beca1 , e; 

right. J'i'i}C'8ssary to i:ie ll the property. J. \V. Call ]jc: -

,...:·~~nongh to set ever t-J.Lail!-o." ! chm e the purchaser of t he upper and m nch the 

11fy !tc:~o n end ~ Xo~~~~ngt~4l;i'rger proportion of the ranch , on which ~nels 
11_Jy ;-;·1; :.:_E~~~ _me stood, cr~c t _.Q I LLhd.u.ud~.fy.Q.~.~-!!:.. ' t l!eold Fort Ro::;s Gnll cl mgs.i and of tl1 e south -
~~.:.;(y __ bear of lltonstCI~-at t he t i111 e lte erly end Aaron Schroyer hought a lar~e tract. 

cLCI J,..:cl to me ten feet hi g h! By impuhe, I These ge ntlem en a rc practical in th ei r id eas of 

11l :ccicd,· brougl1 t Ill .)' gim to a level , and wi th- lHti:iin ess and the p rop erty is n ow so hanclied as 

"ut :.11,1· attentpt at. taking aim, iirecl . Tlw l1ear i_ to yield a profit. ~\ ft~r a bpse of twent\·-.;t;\·cn 

pi tl:iJell fo rward upon 111 0 and we fell toge ther- I years we vi si ted I~ss in Octo her, 1888. I V e 

Ill)' gun Hyi ng ou t of my hand s,•and so me di s- ·fo und a g reat chango from cond1tions as they 

tanl.:e away. I wa~ f rightened beyond the power -~,-e re wh en 'lJenmtz hved there. Thron n·h the 

ut' lang uage to cx presci. The bear ~{nd I had 'very center of the g 1·onncls once enclosed h,y a 

!'allc1J together, but I had given myself a rol li'ng . heavy stockade, now a conn ty road run s. T hl 

l1 trch clo wn the nw tllltain whicl1, for tho moment, i -uennitz resid ence is converted m to a publ ic 

touk me out of the reach of hi s dreaded jaws. I hotel, and a UllilLling once used as q u ~t rte rs fc,1· 
Thi ti acll·autage was not to be lost; and I kept ! Russian ofi'icers iB 11~) \\' a saloon . !11 an onts iclc 

gu i11g ove r and ovei· without any reg;ml to ; ' building ici a 1'ltore and pos toHiCe. T he t,mer~ 
•·kgaueu of post ure, nntil I had got at least two i in what waB the diagonal comers of the .fonreh 

h111i d r0J yards from where I fell; and whe n I a re now rootless , a nd , in conseqn ence ut' tlte 

' t''JlPC\l rull i111-\' it 11·as a proulem with me whi ch worm-eate n conditio n of tlte logs arc ('anr in ,:..:· 

l 11· ,,s most, dead OJ' ali ve. over, and it is only a r1uest ion of ti 1ne ll'lt t: ll 

'" I r m1 tn rell 11 pon my feet ancllook0d can tiou s- they will topple to the ground. Th e h rcc k 

ly arunml, but co1dd :see no g rizzly. To uorrow a chapel ye t stands erect wi th ruof an d belfry i11 
lninc r\;expre:;s ion, •Iuega:i prospecting around.' fa ir preservation; bu t i ;; no longer used t'v r llllly 

[ lHtd an earnes t des ire to get hold of' my gun, p u1'poses. Even th e Hn ;;sian ('e!ll ete ry to tit" 
lntt a disl ike to the neighborhood in which we so uth of th e fort., tha t was quite plainly \" is ihh• 



3G JJJSTORY Ofi' SONO.if,1 GOCNTY. 

~ren ty- N.: YeiJ years ago J::i now nearly olJl iter
ated. A c<.:olllpauicd ty .l'.lr. Call we vi:sited tlw 
--old Hu s:;i:m ord wrd half a mile · · · t'· 

fu l' t. .... 1c ence made of lJCav y :; pli t hoards by 
~~Hu;; ::; 1a11s is st ill i11 fai r pre<>en-aLillil. W e 
entered and plucked tlp<Lili sh lwlltluwer app i( ~S 

fn.>n l t ree::> p lanted by tl1e l~u::;:;ian ::; , l.mek vt' 
18:20. T he twe11ty or thirty apple, pl u1n a11d 
prune tree::; yet standing arc mo::;s-eovered and 
thei r bark hou ey-combed by the busy bills vf 
lJ inh . \Vc went back st ill fu rther aml took a 
walk throug h the redwood fore ::; t of new g row tl1 
that has sprnng up from stu111ps of t rees rirot 
cnt by tlw 1\.nssians when they settled at 1\-o:ss. 
)\ ut o1·cr l1alf a dozen of the old red wood fon::; t 
trees are standing in the g rove, and but for 
the fact that the stumps are there yet fi-om 

wl1iclt the p res<; nt forest sprang , we sl w1 dd not 
have rccvg11ized it as a fores t 6 ruw th of the 
p resc 11 t cc ntnry. The tree.-; ha1·c made lllarrel
ou::; g row th. ll~r i ng a pot.:kut r ule witl1 us we 
meaomed a tree tl1at \\'ai; fv ur a Hl a half feet in 
~!'ia111 e ter; anJ we were a,.;:-d!l'!'(l Ly )Ir. Call ~tb.!_l t 
th ere wen: tree.- in the ;_;Tuvc fnll Jin: fp d i11 

Jia ttlc te r. T h is cr ruve is dvnbtles:; 
.sixty to ,;eve11ty- :ti n .: year"' growth. \Vc an.: 
·ni ns exact am! explit:i t ill reference tv tl 1i s fores t 
of llCW g rowth becau :;c we kn ow there i;; a \\' ide 
spread fear that in cun:::;e(plence of the rap idity 
with wbi c:h our redwood fore,; <: ;> arc !;cing t.:OIJ 
n )l'ted iuto lumher, that species of t inli.Je r wi ll 
nl t iJJJ:t tcly becO JllC ext inct. lti g h t t here, over
:slmdowing old Fort l~os:::; , is the rcfutat iu 11 of 
such fallacy. 


