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Alexander Y. Petrov  [55¢/
Center for North Amencan Studies
Institute of World History at the Russian Academy of Science

| 17334 Moscow Leninsky Pr. 32-A
| in E [ th Lan=A n Com

The question of State influence of the pnvate enterprise and therr mteracuon 15 one of the
pivotal and most debatable in New and Contemporary History. This is a problem one could hardly
avind while studying the history of Russia’s first monopolisic jomt-stock trading company - the
Russian- Amencan Company (RAC).

The pomnt of view of 5 B Okun, Soviet lustonan, 15 considered by many Sowviet-Russian
histonans consider to be traditional. The core of this conception is that the State took the inmative of
creating the Russian-Amencan Company in order to begn the great plan of expansion in the Pacific
region, and to stop foréign (Amencan, English and Spain penetration) in that area. The formation of
the RAC was a direct challenge to the foreigners. The State, i the person of such orgamzations as of
Commerce-College, College of Foreign Affairs came to this idea gradually after scrupulously
analyzing the situation Another view 15 stated in certain publications abroad, mainly in the
USA. where the authors wry to define how the Russian govermment mfluenced the North Paafic
market. They bnng mto light some important factors, that were somehow avorded by Russian-Sowet
historians. So, C A Manning 15 certan that the struggle between State bureaucracy andflg;:r_ﬁ?\ \T v
was the primary reason of the company’s formanon. A. G Mazaur thinks that such a ph-:n-uﬁfmﬂ 'EI':;.
the jomnt-stock company in the monarchical government, where serfdom was m s hesght and
semifeudeal aristocracy ruled supreme, was inconceivable M E Wheeler thinks that the Siate
started 1o play active role by rymg to stop a bitter nvalry among the merchants alfier the death of G
1. Shelikhov

Having analvzed literature and sources of the problem i 1s possible 1o suggest the following
comments. The mitiative i forming monopolistic company belonged solely 1o the Russian

merchants. They used the State in thewr miterests and not visa-versa. the | L. Golikov-G. | Shelikhov



company steped forward among Among many fur-trading compames. It became the leader in the
Pacific fur trade. These merchants came to market with some crucial innovations: Organizing
permaneni settlements in Alaska, creating the company not for a season but for 10 vears, developing
a'system of selling furs - buymg goods on Chinese and Russtan markets.

Kathenne Il rejected the proposal for the monopoly. From 1781 tll 1796 the State was n the
neutral or negative position towards the domination of one particularly company in the Naorth
Pactfic. There were a certain contradichons mside the | L Gobkov-G. | Shehkhov company, which
were revealed after the death of Shelikhov. His widow managed to save the capatals by united them
with a new merchant company. She and her son- in-low N. P. Rezanov were the authors of many
docioments, signed by Commerce-College. Those documents formed the basis of the Charter of the
Russian-Amencan Company. The Commerce College and other State organization did not designid
the constituent documents of United-Amencan and later Russian-American Companies. Thev just
followed Shelikhov's family ideas without their adequate analysis By way of illustranon Natahs
Shehkhova's proposal of certmn rules and privileges for the company m her “Memonal™ that were
simply copied in the final documents of the RAC The result was thar state officials missed obvious
mustakes, for example, the wrong caloulation of shares.

Up to the formaton of the Russian-Amencan Company the State neither had interest in the
land in the North Pacific, nor plans to occupy Cahforma and Hawan islands Kathenne Il was not
sure about the merchant discovenies and wrote that no one had proven them. She indicated that the
State interests were in the South and not m the far East. Already i the XIX century, according to
the Convention of 1824-1825 Russia made a cerain concessions 10 the USA and England by giving
them the nght 1o trade and fish in the State.
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Alexander Petrov

Project Description: “TOWARD A NEW UMDERSTANDING: On the Occasion of
the 200"™ Anniversary of the Russian-American Company, 1799-1867%

The project furthers my work on the formation of the Aussian-—
American Company (RAC) and the beginning of Russian-American
relations. Early in my research I reallized that many key [lgures
invoelved in the [ormatisn of the Russian-American Company and the
beginning of Russian-American rélations continued to-play an
important role in later events. One of those individuals was NMatalia
Shelikhdva, & founder of the Ruasian-American Company and the first
Russian bosinesswoman.

The first chapter prébes the beginnings of the RAC, and Focuses on

Lt= growth from a small operation into a large business. The
formation of the BRAC, Russia’s first government-chactared joint-stock
company, i & waterahed ln Rusxlan commarcial and busineas: hiatery.
The framework for the analysis will be multidigepiplinary—an eriginal
agproach to the 8AC in Rugsian and forelgn hlstoxiegraphy. I am
propoesing Lin the werk that the lnitiative for the formatlion of the
BAC came golely Irom Russian merchants; and the government meraely
followed Thelr cecommendations. This relationship gr&n;ly affected
diplomaric: ties between the TUSA and Russia.

Chapter two sxplores the changing circumstances for the Russian-
American Company in the Horth Pacific at the begimming of the

nineteenth century, wheh its interests began to define Russia’s
policy towards the Hative Americans. Special attention will be paid
re Ehe role of women in the hisztery of Russian America, in
particilar; thelr rele in adocating the Mative Ampricans. For
example, Natalla Banner and Elena Rotcheva organized schools for
orphan girls ‘in Alaska.

Chapter three éxamines the diplomatle, economic and cultural
relations betwesan the twe naclons. It Lz necessary o address the
relationship of these areas; 1b order to underatand adequately the
eftuation Iin the MNorth Pacific. Mutually advantageous business
contacts between Boston -ship cwners and Russian colonies gradually
developed. A comparative look at the American Fur Company of John
Jacob Astor and the RAC -also reveals thelr mutual influence. It 13



also important to inveatigate the reason Russia was trading with the
republic of America, while maintaining & hestile position against
revalutionary France.

Chapter four investigates hoy the Russian-American cﬁ@any came
under governmental control, and whether this transformation supported
or hindersd the company's affairs. The chapter analyzes in detail how
different governmental Institutions affected the commerclal
activities of the Company. In addition, finanmcial data such as the
balance of payments, bills of exchange and figures Eor market
activities of the Company ace considered.

The final chapter of the book continues te explore the legsl,
diplematic and mercantile agreements between Russlia and the USA on

the Amaricen continent. The chapter alse examines the Hudzon's Bay
Company-Russian-American Company relations and explores the
similarities and differences of both companies’ acriwvities. The
chapter concludes with some parallels between this period and the
renpewed Aussian-American interaction today; while bearing in ming
that there ars-significant differsnces in the present economic,
business and cultural envirenment.

A note on sources: Several fundamental historical works

concerning the Husslan-American Company hawe formed the Foundation of
my current work. I became interested in the RAC through the work on
the history of Russian-American relations by Wikelai N.
Bolkhovitinov. His focus is on diplomatic relstions between the
nations. Petr A. Tikhmenevy's: Hisctorical Survey of che Formatlon aof
the Russfan-American Company and Tts History to the Presant Time,
published n 1863, and the American historian Hubert H. Bancroft's
History of Alaska, published in 1881, have been important. Semen B.
Okun's work on the fur expeditions in the North Pacific and on the
history of the Russian-American Company has also provided material
for my project. Moisei 5. Alperovich's work on Spanish-Rmerican
relations includes information on the RAC. The work of the Canadian
gschislar,; James B. Gibson, concerning gecgraphical goestions of
Russian settlemsents in the area of Rlaska and Canada has been
helpful, as have the bldegraphies of Russian and American merchants by
Richard &, Pierce. A1l these works contain interesting and valuable
material, but they do not make full use of the conslderable



informatisn available in Ruossian-and American archives.

In my project I bring Into this research the disciplines of
econemics, ethnography, genealogy and historical paychology, and will
focuas on the development of the RAusslian-Amecican Company within the
course of Russian-American relations. This work will be based on
extensive ressarch from more than 40 different documant collections
in Ru=aian archives, many of which are unpublished. There.-are
important English rescurces as well. The research grant would anable
me to study thoroughly the bicoks and callections of decuméntsa
available in the USA. At your University I would like to work with
published materials: books; newspapers, journals, etec., for example,
I am leocking forwsrd to studying some books on my subject that are
absent in Russian depositories, for example, the works of Hector
Chevigny, Raymend Fisher, Feter Newman, Paol Philips, Edgar Wesley,
&tc. Currently this proiect consists of a draft of the first two
chaptars and a detailed plan of the next three. I would like to use
oy Time in vour Center te write the remalining three chapters and .a
conclusion, and to revise the fifal manuscript,

An exchange of ldeas with members of the academic community
would be most useful in helping me elaborate and refine the final
chapters. I am especially interested in beginning and =zustaining a
dislogua with scholars from other diaciplines. From them I hope te
gain deeper insights into the lessons from this formative period of
the Russian-American Company and Hussian-American celationsa.

A number of Russian research centers are interested in the
resulta of the project. Among tham are: The Thstitute of World
History, now prepacing a4 series of case-studies of the American
Civiiiration patterns, as well as a conference dedicated teo ‘the Z00™
-Anniversary of the Russlan-American Company; Veleogda Pedagogical
tUniversity, contributing to a number of intermational projects with
special emphasis on the history of Russian America.




