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THE SUTTER PERIOD, 1841-184%

The official contract for the sale of Fort Ross asscts 1o Johann (John} Augustus Sutter
wis agreed wpon st Bodoga Bay in September 1841 and was signed in San Francsco on Deacember
13t of that year, The comract stpulaicd that Suner pay the Russian-American Company the
equivalent of 53000 in insaliménts of both produce and cash, Aftor the signing, a5 Sutner pu
it "Champagne flowed freely; we drank the health of the Bossian Empenorn, and T was wasied as
the new owner of Rozs and Bodega ™

Why John Sutter contracred to buy Foss is not fully clear, even in the hindsight of history,
But the “frank, prepossessing” entreprencar was delighted when the Russians offered him the
opportunity. Sutter, whose name would become sy nonymous with the discovery of gold in
Califormiz and its pre-lerritorial polidcal and milsary events, had established a ranch near the
confuence of the Sacramenio and Amencan Rivers in mad-Juty 133%, intent oo becocung, as he
10ld 1he Mexican Governoer Juan Baptlsta Alvarado, "an ¢mpresaris om the norchern Cahforma
frontier by setling coloniss on the Sacramemna.” Bul progress had been show, and the chance 1o
add eguipment and stock (0 his holdings in one rankactien may have e toe appealing for the
dynamic Sutter w ignore, He was aot one w shy away foom opporiunity.

Bom of Swiss-German paress in Kandern, Orand Duchy of Baden (Germany}, in 1803,
Sulter grew up in Switzerland, working first as an apprentice in prinung, publishing, and
beoksellimg, Later he worked as a grocery clerk, and finally ran a dry goods and drapery shop.
The wiorkaday routing of thess occupatons he combined with sarvice as a First Under-Lisntenant
i the Swisg voluniesr malitary reserve, In 1826, he marmied Annette Dobeld, daughter of an
old and preroanen faruly 10 Burgderf, Switzerland, where the newlyweds settled and their five
children were bom. For all of his endéavors, Sutter incerred mome debt than suceess, and in 1834
he sailed alene for the Umed Stares o seek bes forung, §owould be nearly swenty years before b,
wife and surviving childeen joined him.

In the Unibed Saates, Sutter sct ol from Mew Yok for Ohio, and then Misscun, which had
becorme 1he umping off place for those drown 10 the ﬂppcnunilics in the opening West, From
Missoun. Suner made several trips to Mew Mexico, oying his hand at the Santa Fe rade bt with
meaper wiults. In 18348, he oaveled with a fur trading party across the Roshaes on the Omegam
Tearl wp the British outpos! at Fon Yancowver on the Columbia River. He hoped to goon i
Cahtormia, but ne boats were bound there, and he was wamed thet winlet ravel over the Siskiyon
Floumams 1o the south wis oo dengeraus, 8¢ he sailed on a Hedson's Bay Company ship o
Hawaii, hoping (o ge1 passape from there (o California, Agair, no ships wene 541 (o 3] for
Califormg directly, but he was able to pet a berth a5 an unpad supsrcarge aboard a chartered
merchan wesse] saling for Sitka. Alaska. Dunng his short stay in Sitka, Sutler was entertzined by
Russian officials o the headquarters of the Bussian-Amenean Company, and from them he leamed
mode abou Califormaa w6 pigue s interest. His persistente was af last rewarded, and he msumed
his woyaging, wmving 3t Yerba Busng (3an Prancisco) after 8 rough mp on 1 July 133%,

Omee in Califormia, Suner immediately went dawn the coast 1o Monterey o present bis plan
of serilenient and his oredemials to Governor Alvaradsd. Wih the way now clear for him to scttie in
California's great cenal valley, Sutter rerumed pocth, lirst paying the customary counesy calls on
twi influential men who were $00n 19 be his neighbors, Gencral Mariano Guadalupe Yallejo
at Sonoma, near the nanh end of San Francisco Bay, and Alexander G. Rolchey, the Russian
manager at Fon Ross. Then he chartered a tio of small vessels and sailed up the Sacramento and
American Rivers, choosing a site near today's downtown Sacramenio, known to visitors then and
now a5 Suteer’s Forl. Suner became a citizen of Mexico in 15840 and received a land grant of over
45,000 acres rom Governer Alvarado in 184], namang it lew Helvetia {Mew Switzerland),
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When the J8-year-old Swiss agreed to purchase the assats of the Russian-American
Company at Ross {which did net include the tand), his first act was 1o begin transferming all
movable items 10 Mew Helvetia, In the fall of 1541, Suter placed Roberl Liverrore in charge
of driving aboot 2,000 of the approximate 3,500 head of formerly Russian-owned stock 1o Suter's
Hock Farm near present-day Marysville, Then, in late Ocwber, be appointed Robert T, Ridley
his first manager at Fort Ross, giving him the task of removing mosl of the remainder of the stock,
cquipment, supplics, some buildings, and small boats to New Helvenia via 2 schooner he had
oblained Fym the Russians, which he enamed the Sacramente,

Ridley, an English Cockaey. was desenbed by one histonan a8 having "a imitless capacity
for IQuen™ and Beting o of “the raosy facile, arasne, and bae-Faced Lars in the Califomias. Bur
Surer liked him. Beside, be played 8 pood game of whist.™ Ridley sarved as manager unel the
spring of 1842, aboul which ome Sulter encountersd him at the annual srawberry festival in Yerba
Bucna indulging his fondness for drink and celcbration. This encounter, and Surter's subsegquent
replacement of him with mwenty-two-year-old John Bidwell, may not have been a coincidence.

Bom o 131910 Chautavgqua Counny, New York, the young Bidwell had moved with his
famuly o Ohion 1834, A seventeen, he had hiked 300 miles to cnmoll in the Kingsville Academy,
and by the next yewr, owing 1o his remarkable progress, he was made its principal. Afier a stim of
teaching, which he found "monstrously tedious,” he decided on a trip o the frontier, In May
1841, he joined the John Bartleson party, the first emigrant wagon train leaving Missour for the
far west, The oip was rouph and dangerous, and after great hardship, including the loss of their
wagons, members of the party finally reached their California destination in =ady November.
Several of the men, Bidwell among them, soen found thelr way wr Soiter's Fort Sutter quickly
recogmized the sbility of e w\ll, imposing Bidwell and offeeed him a pob as ¢lerk, merking the
beginning of a lifelong (fendship between the expansive but etradc Swiss and the retinng bue
astute young Eastemmer,

Bidwell remuained a4 manager at Forl Rass for fourteen months, during which nme he
comiplewed the moving sk, presiding over the removal af . lumber, won, and other equipment.
Ewven large circular threshing Moors in which the Ruossians mamped out their wheat with bands of
wild hoeses were 10mm 0 paeces and removed.” Caching the wild hvestock For the tip to New
Helveua becarme a challenpe. Meocan vaqueres were hired (o lasso them, bul inten day's ime
"... they lassoed one grizzly bears, one black bear, many ¢k, antclope and deer—dul they only
caught five of the wild horses.™

Adter Bidwell teft Fort Eoss, be retumed to work for bas employer at Sulter's Fort and al
the Hock Farm. In [845, he jouned i the Beir Flag Rewolt, the ymatal move (o free California from
Meaice, as a major in Lizutenant Colone] John Charles Feémont's California Banalion, and he
wroie a declaradon of independence for the Bear Flag Republic. He then storuck our on hig owm,
ultimately leaving his own stamp on Califomia hiscory. In 1843, he discovered gold on the.
Feather River, and soon thereafter began to develop the renowned 28,000-acre Rancho del Arrovo
Chico that had been granted him under Mexican rule, and founded the town of Chice. In the
lctment that characterized carly California, Bidwel] found a ready response in various pofivical
circles 1o kis principles and farsighted ideas, and as & reseh he held a number of siane olfices, was
clected o the U5 Congress, ran for Govemnor of California, and was a nominee For the
Presidency on the Prohibition Parmy teker. In 1863, as Civil War reached acmoss the county,
Governor Leland Slanford named him Brigadier General in the Califomia militia. At the age of
fory cight, Bidweli fell in love with Annie Elliot Kennedy, the daughter of the Superiniendem
of the U.5, Census in Washington, D.C,, and in 1363 they were marfied. They made their home
in 2 handsonye mansion at Rancho del Aroyo Chico, devoeing their energies wr social reform and
educational causes, and gamering the respeet of all who knew them. The mansion survives wday
as 2 staie historical park,
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Several gthers Followed Bigwell as manager at Fort Rosy, including Samue] Smlth and
the: las Suurer manager, William Ollo Benltz, who was named 1o the posi in the fall of 1843,

Benitz, like Sutter, was bormn in the Grand Duchy of Baden (Germany), In 1832, at
seventeen, Benitz left his arthplace of Endingen for the United States, shipping 45 an cedingry
Scaman om & merchant wessel Hig ship was wrecked off the coas of Mexico, and he was one of
gnly a few sumvivors. He stayed in Meaigo ynul 1841, when he stuted hos joumey o Upper
Calforma, wloroanely taking on work 3t Sunter's Hock Furm: Bennez served as managsr at Fort
Ross (or nearly a year and a half. Donng Benitz's tenure a5 manager, the question of the aile o
the Fort Ross lands was seitled when the Mexican authontes took acton o ofically reject Sunier's
¢laam 1y the gwmershup of the fonter Russian landheldings, They divided the Jand mito two grams:
the Bodepa Rancho (Augua 1844}, consisting of 35,487 acres between Bodega Bay and the
Hugsian River, which was tedd o Captain Stephen Smith, and the Muiiz Rancho (December
1B45), tekaling abowt 17,760 acres of land bevween the Russian River and Timber Cove, which
was awarded to Manuel Torres.

Manue] Tormes, who tiever hved on his Mufiz Kanchsd, was bom inte an aristoeratic family
in the northeon Perovian cily of Fiora aboug 1326, He amived in California al the age of seventeen
on the ship ca.rrgm £ Captain Smith and the Caprain's bride, Mannela Torres, Manoel's 15- year-
old sister. 48, Tewves married Marianz Richardson, the daughter of William Anlonio
Richardson of Sausalito, and wgether they had six childeen. Torres served in the Califomia
Assembly as a representative from Marin Eﬁun& and later Earryed in the Bodegs area and owned a
tavern in San Francisco. He died in Alameda, Califomia, in 1910 ar the age of eighoy four.

Eight mornths before Torres recaived his Moliz grang Bennz had signed an agresment with
Sutier to lease the Fort Ross property and operate it ac a ranch with his parner, Ernest Rufus.
Fufus, another German immigrant, from Wunemberg, came to the United Staes in 1836 anthe ape
of towenty six, eventusd |y makimg his was 1o Califormnia and Sutter's Mew Helvelia in 1342 with a
ﬁdm}r of rappers. During his stay, he served as u licutenart in the Mexican Ay, onder Govemor

Aol Mn: hellorena, commanding the Bvueva Hebvelia company of some one hundred Indian

soldicrs, He also participared in the Bear Flag Revolt in 1544 as a major of milida Benitz and
Eufus ranched on the Mufiz grant until 1849, presomably under an amangement with dManuel
Torres, The partnershup also acguired land vp the coast from Fort Ross—ithe German Rancho,
which was granled to Rufus in 1846, In 1849, Rufus left the partnership and moved to Sonoma
where he resided the tecnainder of his life, excepe for shon forays to Sowkern Califormia and
Eurcpe. He died in Sonoma in 1887

With the toss of any claim to the Fort Ross property in 1345, Sutter's associadon with the
foreer Rossian senlernent ended, bur not his role o the history of Califomiz  His inflleence was,
widespread-—hne was involved in the Bear Flag Revolr, he participated in the great gold discovery
of 1845, and was a member of the stale consiitutional convention. Gencrous and hospitable, he
sould also be tuculent and abstinats, truits that contributed o the loss of his extensive holdings
alter the Gold Rush, Disillusioned, Sutter lefi Califomia for the East in 1865, Here, he spent the
L of has bife trving (o persoade the U8, Government 1o restore his title 40 the lands swarded him
by Mexico and later overtun by sguatters after Califormia was ceded to the United Scates following
the Mexican-Amencan War. Afier years of fruitless effont, he died in Waghingron, I C, in 15ED.

THE BENITZ PERIOD, EB45-18367

Atter Rufus mipved to Sonoma, Benitz ook an 2 new parteer, Charles T heodor Meyer,
v they jointly made an official agreemnt with Manuel Toeres in 1351 1o purchase the Mudiz
Rancho for 53,0000 {although the land wias not deeded o Beonz unul 1857, and the land patont was
not gramed ta Torres by the 1S, Government wnnil LTE60).
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Benitz moved his young wile it the guasters of the last Russan manager and ¢stablished
it 85 the lamuly residence. The new owner OF Rosg bad married gightesn-year-old Josephing
Kohlmer (Kaolmer) i 1846, Har family, who were also from Endingen, kad erougrared from
Germany 1oy the United States in 1831 In 13435, they joined the John Grigsby/William
Brown [de wagon main boond for Califomia, and went on to the Fort Ross area late thal year.
Ten children were bom to William and Josephine at Ross, with seven surviving to adulthood. As
the family grew, Benilz expanded the Rotchev House 1o mect their nceds, including the building of
a two-s10ry addidon. Heee the family collected an exiensive library, installed a reed crgan, and
hired a private tutor to educate the children in the German, Spanish, and English langueges, among
other subjocts.

Little 15 known about Bennr's partner, Charles Meyer. He may have been the "C. Meyer”
entered on g pessenger list of a ship that amved n San Francisco from New Yook in 1849, But
whatewer his crigim, 16 15 known thal he had an interest o othér propérty Along (he Sonome coast
dunng 2nd after his panerstap wath Bénitz. There 15 aloo some indhearion that he marriad a
#zshaya Poma Indian worman.

In 1243, one hundred and sixey-rwo Kashaya Poma Indians il lived ouside the Foet,
including sixty-theas men, Oity-vwo wormen, and (ooy-seven children. Some of them worked for
Benitr arkd Meyer and received board and lodging and were paid $8 2 month, 2 wape decreed by
the Gowernmeal. The waork included plooghing, hamowing, plantng, harvesing, herding, helping
in the kitchen, milking the cows, and tarming the horses. Inam, the Indians jooked w Benitz for
prowcaon Erom marauding ranchers who were in ke habit of ralding Indian villages for slaves.
Following a raid on Fon Foss in Augus 1845, Beniz complaned to the local authorites. An
inguiry was held in whch the leaders of the raid were publicly idenafied, and frowm that ame on ng
tunher known attempis were made (o cun off any Indioas from Fart Ross.

In addiiicn to the Indians, Benitz and Meyer hired others, particularny for jobs such as
hunting, surveying, cerpentering, &nd blacksmithing. These non-Indian workers reoeived
varioosly betwean 335 and 360 per month for their Jabor,

The two panmers undertook a aumber of successlul commereial larming enterpoises.
Surming with 4 2w remaining head of the Russian livestock and adding siock of their own, they
increased the herds unt] they numbered over one thousand head of catile, one thousand sheep, one
hwndred and fifry forses, and a larec number of swine. 1o 1352, Benitz wrote that they had sold
400,000 pounds of potatoes for 3¢ a pound, and by Y856 there were seventy acres of oals, thirty
of barley, and twenty of peas and ather wvepetables under cultivation. The toees in the Russian
orchard bore apples and other frun, and shonly after 1858 Benitz planted another apple orchard of
pearly seventcen hundred gees. Even wathout the New Crrehard, 43 10 came o be called, Bemiz
sold 20,000 pounds of apples in 1B56 at 12¢ a poand.

Abogt 3 rrule wp the coase feom Ross, at Tienber Cove, i2nans of Benitz built 8 sawrnit] and
#chute for loading and wnloading cargs oo the schogmers thaw called ar the cove, Thess wessels
trded up and down the: coast and Fvers, supplying lumber, piling, potaces, gram, boilding
stones, deer des, ¢pps, bulter, apples, live docks and pugeons, and ciher iems 1 B 501d i
Sonoma, Sacramentd, and 3an Francises, 1n 1656, Beniz declared that ke intended 10 tuild a
12-mile road across hug "camp”, and i 1857 he was authcmized to operane 2 Ferryboal acmss the
Russian River, near today's bridge by the town of Jenner, a5 anothey Si2p 10 opening up ravel
along the ¢oast by means her thap by sea. He alsp made arrangements with s group of Tealian
fishermen from San Francisco o establish a fishery at Fon Ross, which provided anoahar avenoe
of direct communication with the Bay Area on a weskly basis. Moreover, Benitz paid $50 a year
o Captain Smith, who lived at the site of the old Khlebatkov Rancho near Bodepa, to make the
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i R-hour journey 10 Sonoma 1w pick up the mal, and sént a man on the 24-mile oip from Ross o
Sonith's ranch omce & wesk w collect the mait Mo Sodtk.

In a funher move o reduce the isolaton of Fort Ross, Bennz paid $50 & year to Captain Smit,
whe lived near Bodepa, 24 miles away from Ross, (o pick up the mail from Sonoma, an 18-hour
trp from Fort Ross. Bentlz sont 2 man o Bodega noe & wetk (o get the man] fropn Smoth,

By 1855, Benur had made ¢novpgh money 1o buy ow Meyes for 522 500, Early in their
parnership there were good profit to be mads (rom their snterprises, pamcularly duning tee Ciold
Rush, but now lower farm prices amd the scarcicy of labor drasically cum profits. 8o, in 1859,
Benitz began o lease rights 1o his lands, allowing various individuals to log ard mill timber, mine
coal and minerals, and prospect for petroleum. However, he realized linde moncy From thesc
lcases, and becauss he felt he and his family were being discriminated against because they were
(3ermnan, Benitz started selling portions of his land, By 1867, he had sold all of his Fort Ross
hofdings and had mowved his family to Oakland, California. In 2874, the family cmi grated to
Argenong where they established & successful ranching business, at their estencia, La Califormia,
which members of the Bensiz farmaly continue (o operate woday, William died there in 1876,
Jotephing mads ond nébern visil o Cahifomia m 1399 and continged 1o corespond with the new
owners at Ross for a number of years,

THE DIXON/FAIRFAX FERIOD, 1867-1873

When Bemitz Ieft Fort Foss in 1867, he disposed of his land near Font Eoss in two main
parcels: sorne 70K acres, intluding the fort, were sold 1o James Dixzon for $35,000, and
another 700K acres went 10 Charles Snowden Fairlax for $25000, There 15 some evidence
that Dixon and Fairfax rmay have enwred into 2 partnérship o mome effectvely operate their newly
acquired property. But iwas Dixon who was in charge, for Faidas apparently seldom, of ever,
came o Foot Rass.

Dixon, bom in Ireland of middle-class cngins, emigrated to the Unied Siates around 1848,
when he was 18 vears old. His reasons for leaving are not clear, bul cither before he feft, or
perhaps on g refum visik, b becarnt ipvielved i the ant-Bobsh, IAsh ratenahist movement that led
to his fear of retwming, Once in Amenca, he spent several wears in Califernia and by 1855 had
estahiished himself in Philadelphia as a merchunt, sailing rezularly berween thad city, Jamaica, and
New York City. He did well emgugh in 3]l of by endeavors 1o be able to continually sénd moncy
to his faraily, enabling thérm 10 Survive the harsh e¢onomue condigens i Ietland. Toward the end
of 1853, Dhxon came back o Calfomia, having decided than hig best opportunity for success lay in
the growing stale,

AT the tirmee Of a5 purchase at Fort Boss, Dixoen had been oporatng a sawmill near Nicasio
in Marin County for some five years, He immediarely mrwed bis mull, with a capacity for cutting
fifteen thousand boand feet of lumber 3 day, 1o bis new land, st setdng it up in Kelmer Gulch
and Jater a1 & Fon Ross Creek site. In Font Ross Cowve, he built a loadiag chute and shipped
lumber from hig mill, taking advaniage of ane of the best surmnmer harbors on the coast between
San Francisco and Exreka. He alsy built & home, called the "White House", thal stood near his
Fort Ross Creek mill site. Drixon wrote that he intended w farm one thowsand acres of oats, and he
also probably operated a dairy. With these enterprises as pricnary activities, theee $o0m coased 1o
be = need for many Indians to work as ranch hands. As a result, Dixon instrucied tha the Kashaya
Pomo people move from For Ross, ending their cemuries-old kabiaton of the place they called
Mettini.

In 1873, after most of the timber on the propeny had been logged. Dixon sold some of his
holdings ard moved his logging and sawmill opecatian up the coasy The last known celeence to
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him was in 1879, when he was appoinied postmasier of the Mitler post ofifice in Mendocinog
Counry, a position he held for abou thres monihs. There is sore indicarion that he may have died
in 2 logjarn accident.

Charles Fairfax came from a complewely different background From thay of Dixon, A
descendent of a British family that had been granced a sizable wact of land by Charles [Tin 1645 in
what iz now the Commonwealth of Yirginia, Fairfax was bom thers in 1B29, the [ourth generation
of American Fairfaxe=s. He was in line to become the Tenth Lord Fairfax, Baren of Cameron, had
he returmed o England to claim the title, Instead, he threw aside his opportunity to join the nobility
an] joined the tush 1o Caldomnia for gold in 1849 at the age of twenty. But once there, he soon
discaversd that & ife of physical work wag ngt for him, and he turned to a career in polifcs.

In 1855, Fairfax married the twenty-year-old Adg Benham, desenbed by her
conemporaries 88 having exmaordinany charm and beauty. Ada had bean boen into @ distingoished
tamily as well. Her father was a well-known lawyer and political fligurs in Ohio and Keamcky,
her mother was a dulfon?, and her uncle, Juhn Caldwell Calhoun, had served as vice
presidend in the administrations of John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson. Asa weadding
gilt, the Fairfaxes were given land in Marin County, California, north of San Franciseo (at ioday’s
town of Fairfax). Here, the couple buily a country estate, which they nared Bird's Nest Glen.
The prounds were artisticaliy landscaped, and iraporied game birds soared the #siate (in appareni
harmany with the family's Irish setters who also had free ron of the grounds). As a resull of
Fairfax’s various political posidons, imcluding Speaker of the Stare Assembly, Clatk of the
California Supteme Court, and Marin County Supervisor, the couple's circle of friends was wide
and diverse, and Bird's Meest Glen was the scene of frequent and lavish parmies. 1t was reported by
locad phservers that there wis always champagne coeling in the creck, and Jamaican rum, bourbon
whitkey, and crédme thamy always on hand 11 the hoyse.

In 185K, Fairfax led 1he California delegation i the Democratic Natona] Conventon in
Wew York City. Remaining in the East 1 visit his family, he w00k il and died in [ 369 of
tuberclosis i Ballimore, Maryland; he was forty vears old.

The frez-spending Farrfax, who had been nodoneusly unconcemed with money maners in
life, left his widow in financial straits in dzath, Ada's onby asseis of value were Bird's Mes Glen
and the properiy near Fort Ross, She quickly sold the estaie and took up residence s For Ross
wilh her mother, & niece, and some servanis while she aitermpied to sell her hoddings there. She
accupied the former Benitz family home, the modificd quarters of the last Russian manager.
There, "Lady" Fairfax, as she had ¢ome wr be known, more for her cordial manner than her
entitleroeent, esabhished 4 socal ife herewofort unknown at the emote curpost. A steady steam of
houseguests made their way (¢ the For, where Ada ¢niertaimed them in the gaditon of the landed
gentry, wking them oo visils atound the sounteyside 10 the Gualala River, to the 1own of Cazadero
i the redwoads, and o the ocean beach for picnic outings, the entourage often consisting of as
many a5 eghl haosse-Jeavwn wagons and Carmages.

The sale of her holding at For Ross in 1370 did Linle o provide Ada with much security,
and in 18573 she mowved 10 5an Francisced and soon thereafier accepted 2 position with the UL,
Government in Wachingron, INC, a5 an official hostess. There she lived aut her life in grand
sivle, becoming knoewn 25 the "Belle of Washington," ¢menaining aumbers of important guesls,
among them President Grover Clevelznd, future presidents William Mo Kinley and
Theodore Roosevelt, and visinng rovalty. Like Charles, she 100 died of wberculosis, at the age
of fifty three, in Namapansert, Rhode Island, in 18ER.

The end of the Dixon/Farda period was signaled in 1873 when Dizon sold 2,500 acres of

his land a1 Fort Ross (including the Fort and the chuce) and 10,008 worth of lveswck 1o George
Washinpuen Call for $25 0
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THE CALL PERIOD, 18731979

Bom in Chio in 1829, George W. Call had been wwmed cut of his home, along with bis
boothers, a1 the age of founszn. The young George struck out on his own, working al any job he
could Find 1o keep himnself clothed and fed. He clecked, herded cattle, rafied lomber, cut cord
wiood, and woght night school in Indiana and Utinois. His avels finally browght him to Migseuri,
the gateway to the Far West, where, at the age of hventy three, he found a 10b with a Califomia-
bound wagon trein as a drover and hunter. He amived in Califormia i 1852, with “his gun, pisool,
ong spare woolen shir, one pair of blankers," and one dollar.

Afier wowking briefly in 1he gold mires, George mmed o logging in the Humboldt arca of
northern California. Here, the six-fool youth, who sponed a “reddish whire beard”™ and was proud
to say that he weighad one hurdred and seventy-rwo pounds and "ask no odds of any man thal
don't like me," made enough money to try his enterprising skitls in booming San Francisco.
Among ather ventures, he connecied with a future associate of P.T. Barnum, John "Grzdy”
Adams, and Aranced the well-known hunter's soamal show, But, before tong, plagued by a
persistent pespirawy alment and possibly concerned thar his businesses could declne i the
depression that hit the Local economy of San Francisco in the Jate ] 8505, George decided o make a
changs, In seitternent of money due him From Gnzzly, he appropnaled some bears from Gnzly's
et napens and sabed for Latn Arnenda, stagnng beear and ball fiphis fer the papualace aloog the
way. He pave tha up afier a time o become 2 subcontraceor building railrogds in Chile for Henry
“Honest Harry" Meipgs, a land promoter wha had left San Franciseo under a cloud after an
embezzlement scandal. With his stake from railroading, Call opened Chile's first jute factory in
Yalparalsoe, manufacruring serny sacks for the nicrawe and guano rade.

In the mid-1860s, Georgr met attractive Mercedes Lebva, a fifieen. year-old Chilean girl
who had been grphaned and was being reared by melatives on their whear estaneia. Their
introduction was unorthodox but effecdve: at a dance, he stepped on the hem of her dress 1o get
her aneaon, and so the counstip began, cultninatng in their marriage in 1866, When their first
son was born in 1872, Gearge decided w leave Chile for Califomia in order w raise his son there
at a tife when there was a new surge of prosperity as a resalt of the great silver discovenes in
neiphboring Wevada, With his wife, vwg young daogheers, an infant son, and 545,000 in gold
coin, Georpe simbarked on a saiting ship bound for San Francisco. Once he arrived, he began o
tracle in ral pyate and look abou for & pecranedt place w senle, an endeavor that ook on some
pricrity with the Bith of the couple's third daughrer. He sowght & place in the countgy, where he
mnght do some ranching and whare, as Mercedes hoped, there were apple crchards, 1 place
twmed 0wl to be Fort Ross,

Georpe Call recognized the potential of the site w5 & profiable ranch holding, but he also
appreciaicd the beguiling seting of vpland, seaceass, and forest that gave the place 15 appealing
wildermess character. Together, he and Mercedes sct about to make it Lheir family home, and a
place o welcotne Wisiuors.

In 1B73, many of the boildings of the Russian period termained virtwally tntact, while others
had fallen intn disrepair or had been modified to reflect the needs of s post-Russian ewhers.
Within the old stockade, the Rotchey House, with its fvo-siory additon, became the first Call
famnily residence, as it had for the Benitz and Ada Fairfax families. Here, two more Call daughters
were born. In 1B78, the Call's permianent home was completed, and the family seitled in, adding
w0 boys and another girl o the family.

Spon after the Calls moved out of the Botchev House, George Call leased the building o
Cushman and Leonard, who cperated it a5 the Fort Ross Hotel For abowt @ year and a half. In
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early 1882, William C. Morgan took over operation of the holel complex and operated 11 untal
1906 (when the Fort became the propenty of the Staic of Talifernia), his brother, Giearge W,
Ml}rgan joining him 1n parmership between 18EE and 1834, The hotel provided lodging for the
increasing number of visiors arrivitg from San Francisco and other parts of California, among
them homiculurist Luther Burbank and writer Gertrude Atherton. Ciher Russian buildings
wrre alst leased by Call, and they became pan of the hote] complex. The Russian Cificials
Quariers was renovaied—ihe eas end of the fuilding was used 1o house a saloon serving local
wirkers and the hotel prade, the taiddle portion of the building became a stocage room, and the
niwth end & laundry. Tn additon, Call convened the Russian Old Warehouss to 8 dance hali, whete
loc:ad pesidents and vigitons joined the family for festive musical evenings. An assonment of other
siructures—uhe chapel, the blockhouses, bams, wagon sheds, and a blacksmith shop—alsn skl
staod, Just ourside the siockade was another buoilding thiat Became the store, post office, and

1ale praph office.

A half mile o the northeast, beyond the stockade, was the orchard planted by the Russians,
which was visible from the family residende; nét far away was the Bemtz orchard. To the
northwest. a short way away, was the dawy, Herds of up to 470 dary Cows, heifers, sweers,
bulls, and ealves prazed on nearby hilts. The yeld of buier from the dairy was of high g;;]i[}' ard
iy great demand in San Francisco. For the twenty-five-year period beowsen 1575 and 15599,

Call Ranch, an the average, produced and shipped myore than 20,000 pounds of butter 3 year.

Dupng the 18706 and 18505, the main lifeline between Fon Ross and the opside world
was 51l the sca. Travel 1o the Fort aver Igng distances by slagecoach wis pogsible bl ardus s
owing (o rough madbeds, numeraus hills, landshides, infrequen s suops, and eccasional
encgunters wath ouilaws, including Black Bart and Dick Fellows. The fanspon of goods by
sea had baen ernplowed raditionally by all peevious owners, and Call, recognizing the advaniape of
ealarging this trade, construcied 2 wharf and warehguse in the cove near the Dixon chute; these
facilities not only handled sizable shipments of For Ross produce bur also those of neighboring
farms and ranches. Prodoce and omber preducts wers hauted to Fon Ross by Tour- and six-horse
WO 1EAME over BAmow, winding, and sometimes stcep dirt toads. Up to bwenly-five teams
from as far sway as Hfteen miles came to store their products on the bluff near the top of the chue.
When schooners were in port, the jingle of harmness bells added a festive note to the clamor of
loading operations (however, harness bells had a seriows purpase—to wam wagon drivers of a
tearm's approach o the narrow, ofter foggy roadsy. In 1877, cighty-six vessels loaded carpe at
the Fort Ross chute, including nimber products, tan-oak bark, dairy produces, apples, hides, beer,
hogs, and abslone, The laer were 2athered and shipped by the Ah Jim angd Ah Fook Chinese
gangs, who were hired by Call betweeon 1575 and [BE3 o bunld and meuncait  voad aleng the
clifls down the coast from Fon Boss, as well as other mads, and 1o work at the chute. In carly
1887, Call’s gasoline schoaner, La Cheléme, bepan weekly senvice 10 San Francises, angd if proved
s sucoedtind that a larger weasel, the Mary O, was purchased in arly 1E9Y 10 1ake over the ron.
Passenpers, live anarnals, goods, and raw materials eonstinoted “down-freight” to San Francisco,
an 8- 1w 1-hour voyape. “Up-freighe” incloded flour, supar, salt, crackers, tools, and medicines.

Wirthin ten wears, Call had pansformed Fort Hoss into one of the most acove small
shipping. communicahons, and business ceaters along the Nonhern Califomia coast. He had zlso
expanded his land holdings to mome than 7,060 acTes.

Now a heavy-ser, squire-like figure, invariably dressed in a dark woolen suit, sterched
white shin and neckiie, mﬁa-m— order boots, a derby hat, and carrying a cane, George Call
presided over his domain in a manner that befined hls hard-earmed affluznce. He sopervised
maritime alTairs at the cove and acted as pencral manager of the ranch, assisled by foreman John
Daly, who handled the livestock and harvesting operatigns. Anether assistant foreman, John
Dwoda, who was among a aumber of ltalian-8wiss dairy workers at Fort Boss, managed the dary.
Bctween times, Call taded now and again i oeal éstate, resolved dispules among local people with
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judicious faimess, enlcrtained children with stonics of an adventurer he called "[llinois Gearge”
{wheo was remarkably bke himself), and occasionally slipped over tothe saloon for g game of
cands,

For her pan, Mercedes, her “musical Spanish accen” gver-present and her brilliane dark
gyes missing nothing, supervised the howsehold, canng for thewr mne chiddren with the help of 2
governess, a cook, and a kirchen maid. The hospuality of the Calls was legendary, and their home
was rarely withow visilors. Some guests were inazdvenent, such as when the passenger stcamer
Pamena drove onto a rock in Fortl Ross Cove in 1908, and Mercedes was able to marshal
wermporary shelter and meals for some cighty survivors at 2 moment's notice. Mereedes, with the
help of 8 hired man, also found time to cultivate an extensive flower garden, known far and wide
tow 315 profusien and unusupl species—banang passion flower, angel’s gurnpset, heliomops, & rare
black hly, damra, and fory vanetes of poze-winning fochsia Ship capuains who called gt the
cove ofien brooght her exotc planis mom e oavels, some of which she hybridized along with
naoye plams.

George and Mercedes solved the maner of deir children's early education in the idyllie b
remote site by some clever maneuvering, Fifleen swdents wees required by the education
authorides to qualify 2 community to establish a school. To fill the required complement of
scholars, George made i 4 point o hire help who had familics, and he invited fricnds with children
to take up residence on the ranch, He also went so IaF as o require biz oldest daughter to repea
the eighth grade bave times. The it ¢lasses werne beld ooy small bolding cengroetied behnd the
Call bowse. Langr, i lane 1584 George had a one-ro0rm schonl howss bBue on the blull
overlooking the cove. It was light and aicy, with & siove in one cormer, a blackboard, and a bucke
of fresh waler with a dipper always handy w0 slake youthful thirse.

A highlight of the school waek was "schooner day”, when the Mary O, pul into Ross
harbor on her weekly visic. To the children watching froem the schoolhouse, the micky procedore
of hoisting the armiving cargo salfcly ofF the ship and loading outgoing gpoods onto it by way of the
tragile-looking chute wis far more ex£iting than their lessans, and from the moment the vesscl
dropped anchor uni] she depariéd theos was Bitle book leaming.

When it came Ime lor the children o go o high school, George bought 4 house in San
Francisce, and the children spent the school year in the city. But they counted the days uneil they
could return 10 the ranch. Ullirmately, all the guls receaved 1eacher's cermficares at a normal school
in San Franciscoe, and the bays received surveyor's ceruficaes from a rechnical schoal. Trwas
George's decree thar “emy girls will be 1eachers and my bays engineers.” However, except bor the
rwor girls who tanght at Fon Ross school, none of the sahees followed the vocations selecred by
their Mather, choosing other oocupatons siead.

Of che Call daughters and sons, chree spent their ifedmes avthe ranch afier their schooling,
and rwo others bonght and resided on neighboring propeny. The rest, who lived farther away,
came ofica o the ranch, and throughont the years For Ross was the scene ut‘gra.nd reunions of
farmnily and fricnds from near and far, For amuscment there were picnics, swimming, croquct,
horseback riding, and horse racing on their racemack. In the evening, there were hayrides,
campfires, sing-alongs, and dances in the ballroom that kad been paily decorawed with beughs of
redwoad, fresh flowers, and omaments. In the 1840s. 1 8905, For Ross became the
acknowledged social eemer of the surrounding countryside,

At the tumn of the century, 3 move wward preserving Fon Ross as an hisloric site was
initiated by Oakland newspaper publisher Joseph R. Knowland, Sr., then a state senzor
f1902-1904). As chaimman of the recently formed California Historical Landmarks League,
Knowland, along with odher members of the League, advocated maising funds v buy histonc
landmarks and dezd them to the people of Califorma, The idea appealed to George Call, and, an

9 DRAFT



DRAFT 171

Yuly 25, 19903, he negotiated the sale of [wo and a half acres of his property to the League, which
included the Fort and s butldings, for 33,000, On March 23, 1906, the property was deeded o
Califomnia and ifs agency. the Sutler's Fort Hoant of Commesswners {the fooerunner of the
Caliloemia Swure Parks Cogwnission), with William Randolph Hearst, 8an Francisco publisher
and civic leader, acing as Trustes for the Laague,

Georpe Washington Call died in San Francisco in M7 at the ape of seventy sight.
Mercedes continued to live gt the ranch wntl] shortly before her death in Senta Rosa in 1933, She
wak an atlve part in preserving the place of Fort Ross in histery, loaming Russian artifacis to San
Francigoo's de Young huseun for desplay and Becooung quine wveolved in findhing vhe Tost
Rusgian-ras chapel bell. Bur har garden was her joy. When she was asked durng her twenly-s1x
years of widowhood if she were not sometioses lonely, dMercedas quickly and emphaccally
angwered, “MNever, 20 long as L can be with my Mowers!”

Al the demh of their Father, Carlos Asa and CGreorge Harry Call 1ok over managémem
of the ranch and the shipping opcradon. The ranch cominued 1w operate as before—with anirmal,
dairy, and timber preducts regulacly produced and shipped out of the cove. However, by the
19205, changing markets and the development of aliemative means of land mansporavon reduged
the viability of shipping, so the Calt brothers sold the chute equipment and ceased shipping
aperabons i Fort Rogs in 1921, They also splil the managemend of (he ranch. George ook over
rranagement of the inland haif of the ranch and built 2 rench complex on the ndge mad above the
fort. Carlos ook over the coastal hall and eontineed 1w ecde at Fant Bass and vse the old rench
facilicies. 1n 1923, the catde and dairy business was discontinued, and shesp-raising became the
major ranching operagon.

A now clement was brefly added to the tanch routline during World War I when the U5,
Coast Ouard established a station a1 Fort Ross. This was one of many that were 1o provide early
warmning of passible epemy activity along the Califernia nonh coast. The station was locaeed in an
old house rexl 10 the chapel, and the lookout site was located above Fort Ross Cove with a
sweeping view of the coast. The five-man cortingent posted 10 1he station (some of whose wives
were permulted 1 accgmipary them), manned the elephone-booth-sized lookout from January 1942
uril August 1945 in a mound-the-¢lock cotauen of watches. No unusual activity was cver
obseryed, and to kesp loneliness nd boredom at bay, the off<luty Ceastguardsmen ofien helped
with ranch chores, 2 welcome event in view of the manpower shonage during the war.

In addition 10 managing the every day activities of the coastal pan of the ranch, Carlos Call
[pund ome [0 develap pew facilines and techrigues for his sheep business, An important
unpmvement was inSAtying an irnovagve prcedure for handling the winter lambing process so
that the surviival rale of cwes and newbam lambs increased significantly. He also made a poinuof
combnming the volunteer climatolopical observations at the Fort Ross stadon founded by his Facker
in 1874, and. o Aprl 1972, be roceived the Mationel Weather Service Special Service Award for
his record-seting sixhy-four unbroken years of weather measurements. Siill actively managing the
coastal portion of the ranch in his late eighdes, Carlos was able w elaboraie on mgch of the history
of the Ranch era and was in frequent demand by imerviewers. The last resident of Fon Ross
among the Call children, he died in Lo 1972, The las of the Call children died in 1976

in his wall, George Washingon Call had placed centain conditons and resmictions on the
sile o division of the Fort Ross property, The cbleqt of these stipulabons was the protecdcn of
For Roes froen encroaching urban angd commert il development, Thus, when the State of
California began to acquive land w enlarge the sire of histone Fert Ross in 1961, the land was
available and essemially unchanged. The Siate acquiced mores than 700 aores at Fort Ross before
the Call family sold the remainder of 1heir sizable holdings o a umber coeporation in 1979,
bnnging to a close the one hundred-and. six-year repancy of the family ar Fon Ross.
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SELECTED PRANCH AND PARE ERA ACTIVITIES
CF THE TFORT ROS3 AREAMA

Fullowlng 15 a list of scome Ranch and Park Era transactions
relating to the transfer of property, agresments, comings/golngs,
and so farth inm the Fort Ress area, includiong the Mulilz Bancho and
related areas,

* 1B4]1--cGrant of Land {the Boda an Rancho] to Victor ¥Frudon by

the Mexican avthorities: this grunt wag not finally confirmed.
[SOURCE: "History of Califorpla®, Hukert Howe EBancro' @, Wolume
IV, page B7Q.]

* g gr 7 Sepbember 1B4]l--Agreement between the Ruessian-Amarcican
Company and John A, (Johann Auguatus) Sukter for the
purchease of real property at Fort Ross, Bodega Aay, and the
cuLllyding ranchos, [SCURCES: (Qtary 3, John A, Sutter, "Tthe
Russlans in Califorpila”, Quarterly of the Califprnia Historical
Society, Volume XII, Humber 3, September 18933, page BE;
ferconal Reminiscences, Jochn A. Sutter, "The Rusaiana in
California¥, Quarterly of the California Hiskerical Society,
Volume XII, Number 3, September 1933, pages BT and HE. ]

" Late Qctober IB4]1--Robext Livarmorw (in chargeo), Jowl F.

Hilkar, Exakial Marritt, and 30 Indian wvaguerss were
assigned by Sutter to drive stock {(approximately 1, 700 head of
cacttle, 9490 harses and mules, and 200 sheep) {rom the coast to
hiz Hock Farmm near present day Maryswviller Sutter, 1o his
diary, lndicated the date was 28 Septembher, but octher lekters
at his, az well as «writings of wWalker, indicate that latce
gceohery wasz the earliest i€ Could have accurred. [SOURCES:
"Bukter af Callfornla®™, Julien Dana, 1924, page 120; letber
Trom Sutter o Harlane Guadalupe vallejo dated 12 Sepbtenber
1E41, "The Russtans in Califoroia™, DQuartercly of bthe California
Hiztorical Seclety, Volome XII, Humber 3, September 1933, page
T9; and inventery of stack ioeloded ino undated offer for sale
from Fetr Stapancvich Kostromibtinovw ko Yalledo, "The Russians
in Califgroia"™, Quarterly of the California Histeripzl Society,
vYolume XIL, Humber I, September 933, page 73 "History of
Califeornla®, Hubert Howe Banctoboc, Volume 1V, page 235 1

» Late Qctober l84ql--Roberk T, Ridlay pppointed manager at Fort
Foss by Jutter; mazt Russilans and their personal poasessians
were gone from the ottt Bess and Bodega Bay avea and Ridley was
cn-stte by 11 Decerher 1841, (SOURCES:  letter from Vvallejo co
the Minizter of War arnd Harine dated 12 Decemher 18541, "The
Russlang in €alifornia™, Quarterly of the Callfornla Historigal
soclety, Volume XII, Humber 3, Septembec 1933, pages B0 and BI;
Asutter of Califarnla®, Julian rana, 1534, pages 120, 133, 125,
and 1311; "Fool's Geld™, Richard Billan, 1947, page 133:;

Personal Reminlggences, John A, Sukter, "The Russians in
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Callicenia®, Quarterly of the Califgrnia Historical Sodieby,
volume XII, Humber 2, September 1933, page BBE; "History of
California”, Hubert Howe BanercEt, Wolume IV, page 233.]

" 1?7 Doecemer 1B841-—-Deed from Almxmnder Gavrllovich Rotcheav

to Sutter for all land between Polnt Reyes and Cape Mendocing
(this "unolfflctal™ deed did not aurface wuntll PRSI/ 59=-=-age 1
October 1857, 6 Jaawary 185%, 20 Hay 1859, aod other
trapnsaction entrles). [SOUVRCES: YThe Russians in Califarnia®™,
duarkerly of the Callifornia Hiatorieal Society, volume HIL,
Humber %, September 1232, pages Bl and 82, "Sutter of
Californla™, Jullan DPana, 1934, page 121.1

* 13 pecemker 18dl==Deed from the Rugzian-Arerlican Compazoy to
Sutter for the FRusglan-hAmerican Company possessions from Bodega
Bay to Fort Rosa (not lngluding the land) was zignad 1o Yerba
Ffuena before Mexlcan authorities, with Jean Jacquas Viogat
and Jacob Frimar Leasa az witnesses {this was the ocfficial
deed); purchase price was $390,000. [|50UBCES: Quartecly af Ethe
Califarnia Histarical Scciety, ¥Velums XIT, Number 3, Septemher
1933, pages BZ-84; "Fool's Gold", Richarcd Dillon, }9&7, page
17g; "&utter of Callfornia®™, Julian Dana, 1934, page 122.]

* 19 December 1841l=--The Bussians packed all icems not sold to
Sutter and departed to Alaska by this date, except far one ship
(the Constantine}l on which Fotchev and his wife, Elana
(Helana}, went to San Francisco. [SOORCES: tetter from
Eostromlibinov to Juan Bawtista Alvarado, "The Russians in
Californla"™, Qwartexly af the Callifotnia Histaorical Soclety,
Virlume ALI, Wambey 3, Septembher 19232, pages A1 and 82 "Sutter
F Callfocenia™, Jullian Dama, 1924, pages 84 and BS.]

* | Januapy 1AAZ--The la=t Russian ship {the Cenetantims) with
Botchev and Elena on hoard departed te Alaska from San
Francisco. [SOVRCE:  "Sutter of California®™, Julian Cana,
1334, paqge 123.]

" 11 January l#247--John Bidwell ¢ rcived at Fork Ross {(he left

Eutter's Fort on 9 January FH42 and travelled for three daysd .
[SOURCES: John Bildwell's journal; "Sutkber of Callfor ia™,
Juliam Dana, 1934, pages 131-133; "Fool's Sald™, Richard
Dillom, 1267, page 133; "History of Callfornia™, Huberk Hows
Bancraft,Vaolume II, page 71% and Valume IV, page 2323.]

April 1E4Z2--Aidwell replaced Ridley as manager at Farb Ross (he

remained in charge for 14 moobth=}. [SOORCES: PBidwell'fs
mempirs, "Sutter of California™, Jullan Dana, 1934, pages
131=133_]

* Syummer lE43i--Samual Solth was made manager by Subber when
Blidwell 1eft Fort Eozgz (hefore Henitz arrived in the Fall of
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1842} the lease agreem=nt 9F 14 May 18945 between Sutter and
Benlcs stated thet Benlkbz was Lo he responsible for all
property that was "delivered to him by Samuel Zmith, focmecly
in charge of the establishment™. [REFERENCE: Liher "A" of
Fowars of Attaorney, Page 22, ol Sonoma Counky records,

SOURCES: 14 May 1845 Agreement betwee] Succer and Benltz, Deed
Book of Barbara Black, page 21; Deed Book of George Mashingban
Call, pages 1% and 16,

" Fall l=a3--Williax Otto Penitr became Sutter's las. manager

at Forbt ko= (ophe that Bidwell's l4-month term iwhich would be
from April 1842 to June 1B43)] does nobt solncide with Benitze’
arrival date, and Samuel 3mith may have been placed 1o chacge
during thi=z interim pericd}. [SOURCES: "Sutter of
callfernia™, Julien Dana, 1934, page 152; "History of 3cnoma
County™, 1879, page 372; "Fool's Seld™, Richard nilloen, 1967,
page 201; John Rldwell's memoirs; "ARlired Benitz®, Dlga Benitez,
1952, pages 14 end 232; "Hiscory of Callfornla®™, Buhert Howe
Rancreft, wolume 11, page 716.]

P 14 May 1843--Agreement hetween Sutter and Benltz Eor the
"privilege of ococupying the establishment of Ross for such a
length of time as Ehe sald Wm. Benitz may desire™ (recorded on
1 August 1845}. [REFEREMCE: Liber A" aof Powers of Attorney.
Fage 22, of Sonoma Counly Becogpds. SOURCES: Derd Baak of
Barpara Black, page 21: ODeed Book of George Washlogtan Call,
pages 15 and 1¢.]

P l84s--Partnership agrecment bebtween Benliz and Exrnast Rufua
Lo rum Lhe "Fort Ross Ranch™ (Munlz Ranche}l and a separate
agroement ta apply for Lhe German Rancha in Bulus' mtame
[neither agreement tecorded). [REFERENCE: Testimany of
William Bepltz, Blhler werswa Platt, 18%4, {alifornia Scate
Archives, Tox 4514, Flle 4514 and Bax Bl, File 2133, SOURLCE:
Copy of franscript of Benlls kestimooy Leeom [iles of Suzan
Clark, 15 August 1%8%.]

* 4 Decpmpbher 1845--Grant of land (the HMufilx Rancho [5 neklmas
mizzspelled "Mufiez™ or "Meoney™]) to Hanual Torcas b
Govarnor Plo Ples (four square leagues, 17, 760.75% acres,
boupded by the Russian Biwer ko Ehe sooabh, the sea b bhoe we=st,
CLhe Busalan settlement bo the pAorth, and the "Sierra™ Lo the
easl) . [REFERENCE: Liber A" of Land Patents, Page TT, Sonoma
County Records; cecarded inm Volume 2, Page 442 by the General
Land Offfice. SOURCES: Deed BooX of Barbara Black, page 1:
Pillstory of Sonoma Couwnty', 1879, page 374, "Hiscary of
California®, Hubert Howe Bancroft, %Yolume vV, page T35l

* B ppril 18d€-=-Grant of land (the Garman Rancha) to Erneat

RFufus by Gowvernor Plog Fleo (17,580 acres, bhounded by the
Facific Ocean and on the north by the Gualala RElver}l:; Benitz
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claimed in eourt testimony that he and Bufus were partners 1n
thls rageho. |REFERERCES:  Liber "O" of Deeds, Page 251,
Sonoma County Records; Testimony of William Benitz, Bihler
varzus Platt, 1874, california State Apchives, Box 4514, File
4514 and Box 91, File 2130; Exrediente Humber 507, Call{Ecrnia
State Archives, Spanish Archive T5 PFage 507. SCURCES: Copies
of transceipt of Eenitr testime y and Expediente Number 507
from files of &usan Clark, 15 Ajpguat 1889; "Hixtory ¢, Sonoma
County”, 1879, pages 374 and 3757 letter from Ruth Bucke, 23
September 199, ]

*  April 1P84E--Grant aof land {the Boadaga Ranche) to Captein
Stephen Smith {whe was married to Manuel Torres' sister.
HManuela Yorrem) by Savernor Plo Pico felght zZguare leagues,
15,487 acre=, from the Rusgian Riwver =zguth to the Bodega area);
Captaln Smith applied for the grant on 14 September 1E44, and
the land was granted to him on the condition that he would
become a Cathollc, marry an Hispanic, become a citizen of
Mexlco, and maintain a steam =aw mill oo his land. [SCURCES:
"Higktory of Scnoma Counky®, 1E79, page= 190 and 191, "The
Journal”™, Socnoma County Historical Soclety, 1983, Number 2,
puges 3 and 4; "History of Callformta™, Hubert Howe
Bancroft, Volume Y, page T24.]

* 2 nppil 184%--Ginknown grant iiln Scnomal from Benltz to Rufus
Eoar an unknown amounk, [EEFERFNCE: Liber "C" of Deeds, Fage
182, Scnoma County Records, SOURCE: Letter from Ruth Burke,
23 September 1389.]

" 8 Jupe 1849--Unknown grant Ercm Rufus to Benitz "et al® for an
unknown amount (the sxistence of this tranzaction needs ta he
confirmed, as a second search in county records failed to find
it) . [REFERENCFR: liher 12 of heeds, Page 3406, Sonoma County
Pecords, SODRCES: Letter from Buth Murke, 78 Augqust 1989,
letter from Rukh Burke, 23 Sepl twher 1968%.]

* 18 .Februarv 1@S0--Establiszhment of Mendoclno and Soncopa Dounty

houndarxlies by the State of Californla leglslature: the
Mendoclino/Sonoma County boundary was the mlddles of the Russlan
Biver, which wasz alsce the boundary of the Munlz Rancho
(Mendocing Counky was administcered by Soncma Counbty) .  [SOURCE:
"Califorpia County Boundaries™, Qwen €. Coy, 12373, page 262 |

* 1% Japnuwary 18%1--Unknown grant from Benitz to Charles Van

Galdern for an unknown amount, [REFERENCE: Liber "F" of
Oeeds, Fage 72, Sanama County Records. S0QURCE:  Letter from
Euth Burke, 23 September 1983%.]

* 17 May 1f51--foncract to Convey, agreement for Torres ta gell

the Muniz ERancho to wWilllam Bepitz and Charles Theodor Maysr
(Meyersy for 55,000 {recorded on 10 aApcdl 1854). [REFERENLE:
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Liber "K" ©of Deeds, FPage 110, Sonoma County Recarda,. SSURCE:
Oeed Boock of Barbara Black, page 13.]

* 17 February 18523--Petitdan £lled by Torcees with the
Commixmionars of tha Genaral Land Office of the United
Statas {pursuant to the Agt of Conaress of ¥8%1) to ascertain
and settle hisz title to the Mexican Grant ([four square leagues
nzrth of the Russlan Rivery), [HEFEHENCE: Liber "A"™ of Land
Patents, PFage 11, Sonoma County Records (recorded in Velume @,
Fage 442 by the General Land Oféiices). SQURCE: Deed Book of
Barbara Black, page 7T.]

* I8 October lAS2==Fre-emption claim by Christian Fr derick
Rucff for 160 agrea at the north 3ide of the Mufilz Bangho
[recorded on 28 Octobker 1BR2] . {REFERENCE : Liber E of pasds,
Page 225 Sonoma County Records. SOURCE: Deed Book of Barhara
Black, page &7.]

" 21 Decempber 1393--The Eoard of Land Commlasiconers rendersd
a Decree of Conllematicon in favor of Torres land claim
petition, [REFEREMCE: Liker "A" of Land Pakenta, Page 77,
sonoma County Records {recorded in Volume 2, Fage 442 by the
Ganaral Land Dffice) . EZQURCE: Deed Boaok of Barbara Black,
page T.]

* 27 Februacy 18%54--Declatory Stacement [or Pre-emptian by
Gaagrga Darnard for 180 acres in the northwest corner af che
Mufilz Rancho, filed In the CGiflce of the Registrar at Benidiciar
thls is referenced in the Possessory Claim tranzaction of 3
Fehruary 1863. [SOURCE: Deed Aok of Barbara Black, page 61|

JE855-—-Movement of the Mendoclng/Sencma county baupndary by an

act of the State of Californlia Lagialatuzea from the middle
cf Lhe Russian River to a polat en the coazt ape mile
noecthwesterly from Fort Rosz, running from there in a direct
line to the northwest coroer oF Hapa County. [SCHIRCE:
"Callfnrnia County Boundaries", Owen C. Coy, 1973, page ZE].|

P 1 HMay 185%%--Penitz paid Meyer ! 22,500 for Meyver'=s shar= of the
Mufiiz Rancho (Benitz =stated tha. he bonght the propercty
carlier, and this date is the date of his s=cheduled §. yment) .
[BOURCE: Lekker from Benitz to his brothier Thadeus [ aoc lived
in Germany}, dated 3 March 1855,

T4 Jype 13535--Grant of aa unknown amount of land {in the German
RBancho)l from Benitz and Meyer to Charleas Hagnar and William
Bihlar for an unknewn amount . |REFEREMNCE: Liber "H" of
Needs, Page 281, Soncma County Recards, SOURCES: Leccer from
Susan Clark, 21 Wovember 1988; letber from Routh Burke, 23
September 19388 ]



11 _August 18%5--Deed from Meyer to EBenitz for Meyer's zhare of
the Mufilz Rancho for 51 (recarded on 14 Auguat 1855),
IREFEFEHCE: Liber "WN™ wf Deeds, Page 321, Scnoma County
Becords, SOURCES: [Deed Book of Barbara Black, page 15; letker
from Ruth Burke, 231 Sepfembor 1980,

17_Octpber lA5E--Oegres by the United Bteates THatrict Court
for the Horthern Districk of i Vifgrnia, in respanze to an
appeal by Torees of the Degree -E Conflrmation, that Torres'

was "a good and walld claim”, |EEFRRENCE ; ILiher "A!' of lLand
Patenta, Page 77, Sonoma County Recorda (recorded in ''olume 2,
Fage 442 by the General Land Office). S0OURCE: Deed Book of

Barbara Black, page 7.]

lE5E—-R.W. Eibbe was licensed by the Soncma County Ecard of

Supervisars to operate A ferry across the Russlan River aboot
a mile abave bthe mouth of the river for a perlcd of 3ix months;
he refused Lo conbilnue the secvlice, becawse it did nat pay.
Bugh Fatton was subscequently given a licenae. IEIRCE :
"History <f Sonoma Cewanty, California™, edibted by Ernest
Latimer Finley, published by The Press Democrat Publishing
Company, 1537, page 352,

22 September 185h--Witliam O. Benitz wrote 1o a letter from
Fort Ross Eo Germany that "nexk winker I ahall also build a 12
mile«long read acress My camp. It wlll cest a lot of work,
bhecawse Chere 13 ne read at all from hero,"™  [SOURCE: copy of
tranilated letkter from Benitz to hisz hraother, Thadeus, Iin
Cermany, dated 22 September 1B565.]

12 April 1357--Deed from Torres ko Benitz for the Mufilz Rancheo)
purchase price was [as previously agreed gn 17 May 1851) 55,000
frecarded on 14 April 1857}, [REFERENCE: Likber "B"™ gf Deeds,
Fage B84, Sonocma County Becords. SOURCES: Beed Baock of

Barbara Black, pagesz 17 and 1% copy ofF note card from files of
Susan Clark, 13 August 19E3.]

I May 1857--Degreed by the U ited States Attorney Ganoeraml
that there would hée o more appeals, glwing Torres pe. mission
to proceed with steps Lo complete thwe prosess for acguiring a
U.5. land patent far the Muolz Ranochoe. {REFERENWNCE: Liber "AC
of Land Fatents, Page 77T, Sopnema Coeunty Records (recorded in
Voelume 2, Page 442 hy the Geperal Laod Offlce)]l . SCSURCE:  Docod
Book of Barbara Black, page %.1]

ia May 1857=-Caomplecion of "Fleld Hotes of the Chsolete Survey
of the Rancho Muflz®™, under the instructlans of E.A. Digley,
Ceputy Surveyor; bhis document contains field notes of the
"final™ survey, and atarts ont atating: “Rancho HMufiiz,
confirmed to Willlam Benitz, Hay 25, 1BZT™, [EFFERENCFE: The
document has page numbers from 300 to 510, and the top of Ehe
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first page lodicates "¥Wol 285-p . E23", SOURCE: GClenn Farria,
Archaeologlst II, California Department ©f Parks and
Recreation.]

* ] gy 5y octgher lRST--Deed from T.N.3. Masaick to Anos
Suttar (5utter'=s wife] and Anna Ellza Englear (Sukter’'s
daughter) for all of Me==sick's -lghta to the "Busslan Track™ or
"Fort Ross Propecky™ in Mendoel. », Seaema, and Meopdeckno
Countiea for $18--this 1=z the first official record a-iilable
at this time that identifies the extstence of khis do- amenk
that 1z described in the tranaactieon entry far 12 Degember
18941 a note indicated that "the recerds did not zhew how
Mazgick acquired an lnoktereat in thiszs property" {recorded in
Yuba Ceounty on 16 Octogber 18587), and it appeara that Sutter
might hawve prevlously uassd this "Ruszian® derd to help pay off
Aacme of his dehts. [REFERENCE: Lihber & of Deedn, Fage Z4%,
Eonoma County Record=. SOURCES: Deed Book of George
Washington Call, pagesa 17 and 1H; Deed BEook of Barbara Black,
page 27.1

* 30 gotaber 185T--Unkoown gréant from Nevell J.H. Broockoan to
Nenitz for an wnknown amgunt , [REFERFHOE: Tiber "H" o Decds,
Page 1852, Scnocma CQounty Repords, SOURCE - Letter from Euth
Burke, Z3 September 19H9 1

*  Hovembgr 15T7--William O, Benitz was licensed by the Sonoma
Counlby Board of Supervisary bo opevate a feryy acrass the
Bussian River on the road leading from Bodega BPay bte Fort Ross
ton bls ouwn landg, about a mile abowve the mouth of the riverd;
he wes required ta file a band of 51,100, The [erry waa
malntatined by Benltz for some years, his license beling rencwed
when necessary; tallz were: man and horse,. 306 horse and
buggy, 51.50; wagan and Lwa herses or oxen, 51.50; wagon and
focur horses or oxen, 57%; loagse herses or cetble, 10£ a head:
locse hogs or sheep, 5¢ a head; and foot paszenger, 25c.
ISOUTRCE:  PHistory of Sonoma Co nty, Califarnia™, editoed by
Ernest Latimer Fiopley, puoblisher by The Press Democrak
FPublishing Company, 1937, page 4 2.]

135 9=-=-HMovement of the Mendecino/s/Sonoma county boundazry by ao
act of the State of Califcenise legiszlatoere From & point on the
coast aone mlle northuwesterly from Fork Ross (kunining in a
direct line Erom there to the northwest corner of dNapa County)
to the middle of the Gualala Riwver, [SHURCE: PCalifarnia
County Boundarilies®, Owen C. Cay, 1373, page 265.]

* b Japuyary 1358--Filing of "Map of ehe Land Granted hy Spain in
1817 {s5ie¢) to the Russian-American Fur (#ig) Company"™ {between
Foinkt Drake [Reyes| and Cape Mendoclng, and extending tnland 3
panish Leagues [T milez, 3.2 chains, 31 links]) by William
Muldrcew, Cconzlsting of fogur drawlngs showlng breakdaown af all
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tracts of land; whereas the "original® consisted of only oone
sheet; thls fllinog has inaccuracies, and it 1=z related ta che
12 December 1E41 "unoEficiat” deed from the Ruzsian-fmerican
Campany ta Subter and Lo subsequent attemphbs by Muldrew, =t =zl
to "erxbart" money Erom land heoleer based vpcn an wnsupportable
claim. [SOURCE: Letter from Je'n McEenzle, Z3 June 1983,

*  £3 Japuary 1B59--Unknown grant from William M. Gil: isplwe
iGlllespie 2] to Benit: for ao unknown amount., [REFEREHNCE:
Liher 8 of Ceeds, Page 499, Sonoma County Records., J0OURCE:
Letter from Ruth Burke, 23 Septembee 1959,

* 0 Marych 1B59--Leasze from Benltz to Jobhn Weed and Iaaac
Sinsheimar, qgranting the right te erect a =zawmill and to cut
and haul timber for the term of Flve years on khe northecn
portion of the Mufiz Rancho {recgrded on 28 March 1858) .
{REFERENCE: Liher "C" of Mortgages, Page BO, Scnocma Counkty
Facords. SOURCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black, page 23,

. 7 May 1859--Unkoown grant from Bufus to Benitz for an unknown

amounk. [REFERENCE: Liber B of Deeds, Page 708, Sonoma County
Fecords. SOURCE: Lerter f£from Ruth Burke, 23 September 1%39.]

* 23 May 1BS59--Deed from Sutter, Rnna Sutter, and Anna Eliza
Erngler e William Muldrew {flve-eighths share), Georga R.
Honre (one—-half of one-elghth share), and Daniel W. Walty
{one-half of gne-gighth share} of the land between Folnt Reyes
and Cape Mendoclng, the land f the Ratchew deed of 12 December
1841, for £6,700 and the releaze of a mortgage on the Hock Fagm
Chat was held by Huldrew [(reporded on & June 1HEY in Sonogma
County, and on 1 February 1B6D in Marln County] . [REFERENCES -
Liber 8 of Deedsa, Page 702, Sonoma County Becegrda; Liber "C" of
Deeds, Page 286, Marin County EReecords, SOORCES: Deed Book of
Gecrdge Washington Call, pages 1Y and Z0; Oeed Book of Barkara
Black, pages 2% and 31.]

" 12 July 1889--0oknown grant from Ernest Rufus tao Fret'arica
HAufum For an unknown amount . [REFERENCE ! Liker 9, Pages 54,
Fonema County Records, SOUECE: Letter from Ruth Burke, 23
September 19819,

" 24 July ABn8-—-Deed from Sutter to Anna Eliza Engler for the
remaining two-elghths share of the land between PFaolnt Reyes and
Cape Mendocino (tEhat waa deeded to Subtter by Rotchewv on 1%
December 1B41} for #10 and "the natural love and affection
which 1&k party ha= and leaves to 202 party” (reccrded on L
Auguat 1B59) ., [REFEREHMCE: Liber 9 of Deeds, Page B7, Sonoma
County Rerords. SOURCES: Deed Book of Genrge Washingtan Call,
pagea 21 and 22; Deed Book of Barbara Black, page 33.]
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a0 July 1B59--pPower of ARttorney asszlgned From Sutter, Anna

SJutter, and Anpa Eliza Engler to Eall Vietor Subter (Sutber's
son} bto epter upen and take porsession of any and all land

[Ehat was deeded Lo Sutter Dy T Echey an 12 December 1E41)
becween Polnt Reyes and Cape Me doclng (recorded an 1 Augusat
16549y, [REFERENWCE: Liher "A" of Powers of aAttorney, FPage 114,
sonoma County Records, SOURCES: DOeed Book of Gearas
Washington Call, pagesa 23 and 24, Deed Book of Barbara Black,
pages 35 and 317.]

4 Octleper J8S59--Avthenticatlon by the Surveyor Genaral of
Callfornla of a plat and certiflcate of the supvey 2f the
Mufitz Rancho commissiored by Torres and completed on 10 August
1859 by R.C. Matthawaon, Oeputy 0.5, Sorveyor. [REFERENCES !
Liper "A"Y of Land Patents, Page 77, Sonoma {ounty Records
(recorded in Volume 2, Page 442 by the General Land Office);
Liber % of Deeds, Fage 431, Sonoma Counky Records. SOURCES:
Ceed Book aof George Washilngtan Call, page 26; Deed Book of
Berbara Black, pages % and 45.]

D Hovembetr 1ESO9--0fed from Sutter, Anna Suabier, Anna Elilza

Engler, Willlam Muldrew, George R, Mopre, and Daniel W. Walty
Eo Pepitz [or Ebie Mudls Bancho land for 56,000 (recarded on 17
Hovember 18593, Benitz stated in a lebker that the bobkal coost
to him was £8,000, [REFERENCE: Liber 9 of bPeeds, Page 431,
Sonoma County Records. SOURCES: Deed Book of Gearge Washingten
Call, pages 25, 26, and 27: Deed Book of Barbarg Black, pagea
43, 45, and 47; lekter From Ruch Burke, 23 September 1%8%; copy
of translated letter from Bepitz Le Mis bBrother, Thadewsa, in
Sermany, dated 185 January 18463.]

L Hovepber 185%9--Release from Sutter, Anna Sukbter, Anna Eliza
Engler, William Muldrew, Seorge R. Moore, and Danlel) W, Weltgy
to Benitz for any future acticn tegarcding the Mubiz Rancho land
foy 51 (recorded on 17 Hovember 3859), [BREFEREMCE: “.iber A"
of Miscellaneouws Records, Page i2, Sonoma County Recoc.ds.
S50URCE: [Ceed Book of George Washlagton Call, pages 29 and 30,

12 Hovember JBS9--FPower of Attorney aszigned Erom Sutter, Anna
Sutter, and Anna Ellza Engler to Emil V. Sukbker to eénker upon
and take possessicon of any and all lapd (that was desded to
Sutter by Bokchew on 12 December 1E41) between Foink Beyes and
Cape Mendooiog {(recorded on 18 Hovember 18%%9) . |REFERENCE:
Liber "A" of Powers of Attorney, starking at Page 11%, Scnoma
County Recorda. S0OURCES: Deed Book of Gecrge Washlogrtono Call,
page 24; Deed Book of Barbara Black, page 37.}

4 Febrygry 18f0——Land Patent granted ko Torres for the MHufiiz
Rancho by the Unlted States of America, gigned by Prasident
Jamex Buchanan (recocded by the General Land QEfice on 27

June 1860 - [REFERENCE : Llber "A"™ of Land Patents, Page 77,
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Sonomz Jounty Records (recorded ln Volume 2, Page 442 by the
General Land QOfElce). SOURCE: Deed Book of Barbara Biack,
pages 7, %, and 11.]

* 24 March lf8d--Power of Abtorney from Benlitz bo Meyeirg
(recorded on 28 March 186€d). [REFEREWNCE: Liber "A" of Powers
of Abterney, Fage 135, Sonoma County Recardas. SOURCE: Copy of
noba card from filex of Suzan Clark, 15 August 19%49.]

*  E2 Jupe JlHED--Cerkbification by the Bistrict Judge of the
Seventh Judiclal District of the County of Sonpma that
publication of lapnd patent information by Torres for the HMubls
Fancho was genuine. [REEFERENCE: Liber "A™ pf Land Fatents,
Page 77, Sonoma County Records {regorded 1in Volume 2, Fage 442
by the General Land Office). SOURCE: DLeed Book of Barhara
Blagk, page 11.]

* 4k Octoper 1RE0--Deed of Assignment from Wood and Sinsheimer to
Gacrge Lucas for an undivided half interest in the timher
leaze from Beoitz of % March 1BS9; the cost of the transacticon
was not given lrecgrded on 9 Mowember 1360 and re-recorded on
22 Howvembey 1B40), [REFERERCES: Liber "A" of Azsigpnmenls, Tage
192, Sonoma Counby Recores; Liker "A™ af Asslqnments, Page 136,
SZonoma Counky Records. SOURCE: DPeod Boaok of Barbara Black,
page 25.]

* 3l _gotobeg 18E0--Deed of Assignment from Lucas to Cesar C.
Schomppal for all of Lugas' interest [(one hRalf) dn the 9 March
1660 timber lease of Benitz, which wasn assigned ta Lucas an dk
Coeober 1260 (recorded on 9 Hoptr zmber 1860) . [EEFEEENCE: Liher
*A" of A==ignments, Page 19%, { nama County Records,. SOURCE:
Deed Book of Barbara Black, pag. 25.]

* 22 December J1B60--Deed of Amsignment from Wood to Bhillipp
EKalkmann for all of Wood's remaining interest {one fourthl in
the btimber lease from Benitz of 9 Harch 18%9, which was
agquired on 31 Dctober 1B60 trecorded on 22 December 1860) .
[EEFERENCE: Liker "AY" of Deeds, Page 231, Sonama County
Fecords, SOUMRCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black, page 25,1

* 14 gapuary 1861--peed of Asslgoment from Sinsheimer to Kalkmano
for all of Sinsheimer’'s remalnlog Intecest (one fooarth) in bhe
cimber lease from Benib: of 9 Macch 1839, which was acquired on
31 Octaber 1860 frecorded en 15 January 1B6l) . (REFERENCE:
Liker "aA" oF Assignments, Page 217, Sonoma County Records.
S50URCE: D[Deed Book of Barkara Black, page 25.]

* 1 Aprdl 186]1--0ocd of Assignment from Schneppel to AlFrad
Poral for all of Schneppel's interest [one halfl in the
sawmill/timber lease of 9 March 1B59, which was assigned te him
on 31 Ockober 1860 {recorded on 13 September 1BE1}1 .

10
FORXING FPAFER



[REFERENCE: Liber "A™ of Assigr.nents, Fage 265, Sono~a Counky
Records. GOURCE: Deed Boock of Barbara Black, page 2:.]

* 2 Feprypdky l8f3--Posseszory Clalm hy Jeese M, Blanchard for
led acres at the northwest carner of the Mufilz Rancho! this was
rreviously pre-empted as described 1o kEransaction of 27
February 1BS34 {recerded on 1 February 1B&3). |REFERENCE:

Liber 3 of Pocaseasory TClaims, Pageszs 3323 and 335, Sonoma {ounty
Becords. SOURCE: bBeed Book of Barbara Black, pagezs &1 and
3. ]

* 23 February l8e31--Establizhment of Timber Cove Post Office,
Frad Helmka appointed as Fo=stmasker. [ SOURCE ! "Hiztory of
Sovooma County™, 1B73, page 279_]

* 21 March (or Bovember) 12§3--hgreement between Benltz and
Wlllism J. Whiteszlde, I.E. Flios, A Marstadt, J.
Yandarnoot, Thomas C. Schloszer, C. Foshloann, Conrzrad
Tomple, Edward Commina, and Izaac Pesrnazd conveying the
right to praspect for coal on the Menlz Raocho for a period of
ten years in considerablon of one-teath 9f the peeceeds.  This,
and subsequent related acticns, are prabably related ta the
letters "4 - €3 carved in & rock about 100 feet due east of
the eazt zally port in the fort, [REFFRENLE ¢ Liber "B ofF
Bondz and Agreementa, Page &2, Songma {ounty Records: Libher 14
af Deeds, Pagez 522 and 523, Sconoma County Records. SSURCES:
Dead Book of Geocrge Washington Call, page §53; oopy of
handwelbbten copy of deed fraom S gmoma Counly eceoards, provided

by Jobo McEenzie, which provide: a corrplete list of naones of
people 1o KEhe ageeement. ]

- 22 _July lH&l--Rgreement between Henltbz and W W. Rudupakh,
Thomas (or F.} M. Ward, and Mores Davia qgiving them
Ehree=fourths Llnterest in a minetal ledge on the HoAlz Ranchao
in return for one-fanrth interest 1in the mineral ledge cutaide
and within &, 033 feet af the boundary of the Mufiz Ranche; the
company formed by this agrecment was named the Ottilla Coppar
and Silver Mining Company {(recorded on 31 July 1B63,
re-recorded on 28 August 1E&3) . [REFEREMCE: Liber "B" of
Bonds and Agreemenks, Pages 4% and 53, Sonoma Cocunty Records.
SOURCES: D[Deed Book of George Washington Call, page 53; Doed
Book of Barbara Black, pages 49 and 51.]

" 21 Hovegpher JBLG5--Agreement between Benitz and Marstadt,
IFcehlmann, and Temple, Trustegs f the Tort Roas Coal Hine
Company {zE Pebaluma) fpr the right to prospect for coal and
to cut any timber, bulld any roads, bhouzes, wharfa, ebc,
related to the bwsiness {except that bullding any tavern or
other public house was prohibited withoub permissiond: oo the
southerp half of Benitz® Mufilz Ranch for a period of ten yeatrs
in consideratlon of one-tenth of any progesds {recorded on 23
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Hovember 18E3}. [REFEREHCE: Liker MPaFM of Eonds and
hareements, Fage 62, Sonoma County Recopdi. SOURCE: copy of
nandwritfen copy of agresment from Sonoma Counky records,
provided by John McEenzie.]

" 18 pecember 1E63--Deed from Whiteside, Fipe, Maratadt,

Vandernoot, Schlosgser, Poehlmann, Temple, Commina, and Beroard
to the Fort Ros:s Cpal Mining Company conveying all interest in
mining or a guarkz lpde on the Mufiiz Rancha 1n return for stock
certificates {recorded on 22 Degember 1863). (REFERENCE:

Liher 14 of Deeds, Fages 522 and 523, Sonoma County Records.,
SOURCE: Deed Hook of George wWashington Call, page 54,1

* 1 April lBgh=-Agreement between Eenltz and Temple, Marstadrt,
angd FPoebhlmann, Trustees of the Fort Ross Coal Mining {ompany,
giving exclusive right to prospect for goal, petroleum, and all
ather minerals on the south half of the Muntz Rancho frecorded
on 4 April 1863). |REFERERCE: liber "B"™ of Bonds and
Agreement=s, Page 155, Sonoma County Becords.  SOQRCE: Deed
Book of George Washingkon €all, page 54|

* 2 Bpril 183FE5-——Agreement bebtween Benitz and Frank W. Shattuck
and F.5L., Bond for the epxclusive right to mine for ooal,
petroleum, and all other minerals on ehe necthern halE Maddz
FRanche for a period of tepn years (to be terminated Lf there was
sly consecutive montha of lnact +=ity) for 51 and one-tenth of
any discoveries ([recarded on 4 5. -ril 1865). [REFERENCE: Liber
"B" of Bonds and Agreement=s, Page 1Ah2, Sonoma County o oooords.
SOUORCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black, pagea 331 and 55_;

28 Pugust 1865--0Oeed from Benitz to John Kohlmaer
[Eolaar——-son of Josaphs EKolmear) for 215 acreas of land on the
extreme northern part of Lhe Mutilz Rancha for "love and
affoecticon, ete."” frecorded on 24 December 1874 . [REFERENCE:
Libker 51 of Deeds, rage 287, Sonoma County Becords.  SOURCES:
Doecd Book of Parbara Black, fagea B3 and BS5; Decree af Final
Cistribution of the Estate of Ceorge Washibgbon Call, Page 1K,
dated 12 October 1308, ]

* 2B Augusat 1H6f--Deed from Benltz to William R, Miller and
William Alllason for 502 acres af land on the extreme norchern
part of the Muflz Rancho for 31,500 (recorded on 30 huaust
1B8&} [FEFEREMCE: Liber 19% of Deeds, Faoge 481, Zanoma Counby
Becards, SOURCE: Oecd Book of Barbara Black, pages 387 and
E9.1

* B dygqust 18BG--Mortgage from Miller and Allisen Lo Benltz

cavering 502 ackes of land for $1,000 {recorded on 30 hugust
1486) . |REFEREHCE: Liber "J"™ cE Mortgoages, Page 26%, Sonama
County Records. ESMIRCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black, page 91,1
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* 28 Rugust r0EfE--Deed from Benitzr to Franzxiska Blanchard
iwlfe of Jesze M. Blanchard, formerly Tranzxiska BucEf) for
103 acrea of land on the extreme nocthern part of the Mufil:
Ranche for "lowve and affectlon, eto.® {recarded on & Septamber
1966) . [REFERENCE: Liber 19 of peeds, Fage 581, Sonoma Counky
Becorda. SOPRCE: Deed Biocok of Barbara Black, pages 57 and
af]

* 1 _¥grch l8g7-—-Deed from Benitz to Jamem Dixon for §,000 o
7,000 agres of land in the Mufiz Ranchg for $30,000 (recorded
on § March 1867Y, [EEFEREHCES: Liber 20 of Deeds, Page 129,
Zonpma County Becords; Liber 44 of Deed=s, Pages 2568 through
258, Sonoma County Receords. SOURCES: Deed Book of Gegrge
Washington Call, page 31 [in the verhlage of the desd from
Benltz tg Charles 5. Falrfax); "rhe Sgnoma Demperat®™, 31 May
1813, page 5, column 3 (indigating Dixen owned &,000 acresa):
Sonoma County Map, U.5. Cpna=st Guard Sworvey of 1875 and 1876
{indicating "Jamez Dixon's 7,000 acresa"); Decres oF Final
Distributlion of the Estate of George Washington Call, Page 23,
dated 12 Dcteober 1308 copy of note card from files of Susan
Clark, 15 August 13B9.]

* pBmfore 3 ppril 1367--Desd frorm Benitz to Arkthur Thing and
Samuel Rlen for an unspeclfied mmount of lapnd in the Mudiz
Fancho near the Busslan Rliwver £¢ - an unspeclified amount of
money. |REFERENCE! Liber 20 of Deeds, Page 175, Sond.a County
Fecoards. S0UBCE:  Deed Bocock of George Washington Cal., page 3L
[in the verbiage cof the deed from Benitr Eg Charles 5,
Faivfax)] .|

. 2 april 1AGI--bOeed from Benitz to Charles Snowden Fairfax
for 7,000 acre=s gf land in the Mublz Raocho for $25%,000; a
search of County taxes after 20 March 1576 by G.W. Call
indicated (oo tax record page 324} that Falrfax was delinguent
lp the ampunt of $176.E4 in 18%67-68 cn 6, 923 agres and that
thiz ampunt waa subseguently pald ({recprded on 10 April 1BET).
[EEFERENCE - Liber 20 of Deeds, Page 173, Sonaoma County
FEecords . E0lFRCE - Leed Book of Gecrge Washington {all, pages
31 and 32; Deed Book of George Washlngton Call, 1o the Segtion
"Uontinuation of the Freceding hbstract, subsequent to 20¢ March
18aT4", page 14,

* 3 npril 1867--Mortgage from Falrfax to Bepitzn, covering 7,000
acres of land, for 18,000 (recorded on 10 Apell 1867),
iREEERENCE: Liber "™ ol Mortgages, Fage V44, Scnoma County
Fecords., SOURCE: Deed Book ol Gecrge Washington Call, page
3.1

* g April 18E7vvDeed from Fairfax to Willlam Doolan far 7,000
acres of lapd for £5,000 [recorded an 15 April 1887},
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[REFERENCE: Liber 20 of Deeds, Page 284, Scnema County Becords,
SOURCE: Deecd Book of George Washiongton Calkl, peges 35 and 36.]

* 12 septembey IH&F--pdvercirement ln the Petaluma newspaper:
"the undersigqned will sell lets-—-4,04040 acrea adjacent to Fort
Boss,.  Apply to Charles 5. Falefax or Jas. Dixon at the Fort
Eoszs Ranch Howse.Y [SOURCE: Lerteyxy fpom Buth Bueke, 7 August
13488,

* 5 February lB6&--Release of mortgage of 2B August 1866 an 302
acrea of langd from Miller and Alliscn to Benlkz of 51,000
[recorded on 7 February 1863} . [{REFEREHCE: Liber """ of
leleases, Page 327, Sonoma County Record=z. SQURCE: Deed Book
of Barbpera Black, page %1.]

* 21 May J8EE-=Leasc from Falrfax to Jobn BRule for the righti to
cut and zell wood and timber for a perlod of five years on
Fairfax's 7,000 acres for 52,000 (recarded on 2 June 1BGE) .
[REFERENCE: Libher 23 of Deed=s, Fage (L7, Sonoma County
Fecords, SQURCE: [Ceed Book of George Washington Call, pages
37 and ZB.]

* 21 May 1%248--Deed £rom Poolan teo Falrfax For 3,000 ai-es of
land (oorth of Ruasian Sulch! for %2; this appears Lo bBe the
Figal amount of land Fairfax esnded up holding a3 a resuly of
all of blz deallngs {recorded on & June l8964). [REFEREN{E:
Liber Liker 24 of Deeds, Page 11, Sonoma County Eecords.
SOUECE: Deed Book of Gearge washlogton Call, pages 39 and 49.]

* Bepfore fpril 1A69--Deed from Faicfax to John Rule of an
unspecl Fled amount of land for an unspecified amount of dollars
(Falrfax died in Baltcimore, Marvland oa 4 2oril 1B6%, and
Falrfax made this transackloan before his death). [REFERERCE:
Liber 30 of Docds, Page 294, Sonoma County Records.  SOURCE:
Ceed Book of George Washington Call, page 47 (in khe verbiage
of the 25 July 1870 deed frem Ada Fairfax to Jesse Jewelll ]

- 10 Jype J1263-—-Petitien by Ada Yalrfax to the Frohatae Court
in and Ffor the County of Marin te admit the last will and
teatament of Charles Falvfax te probate and he named
adminiatratrix. [REFERENCE: Copy of & handwritten copy af
probhate records. SOlRCE - Dead Book of George Washington {zll,
pages 41 and 42, ]

* R July 1EE9--Feritlon of Ada Fairfax of 10 June 1869 to the
Frobate Court of the County of Marin appreved; Charles
Fairfax'= will admitted to prohate and Ada appointed
administrateix contingent uwpan her fllinmg a kbond In Ehe sum of
518,000, [REFERERCE: Copy of 1 handwritten copy of probate
records,.  SOURCE: Deed Book of Seorge Washingrkton Call, page
44 . 1]
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* 11 August 1B€3--Bond (5:89,000) flled and approved and Lethers
of Administration lssued to Ada Falrfax in Marin County 1In
regqard o the Pebitien of 10 June 1869 1o Ehe matter af the
Jast will and testament of Charles Fairfax., |AEFERENCE: Copy
of a handwritten copy of probate records. SOURCE: Deed Book
of Seoprge Washington Call, page 45.]

* 13 March 1870--Inventory of Wife's Sepavate Praoperty by
Franzisca Rlanchard, loncluding the 160 acre Ruoff Homestead
(see Lransacticon of 28 Qctober 185%2) and 103 acres glited to
her by William Benitz on 28 Augqust 1866 {recorded on 1% HMarch
1a7T0) . [REFERENCE: Libar "“J" of Wife'a Separate PFroperty,
Fage 34, Scrnoma County Records. SOURCE: Deed Book of Barbara
Black, pages &9 and 71.]

* 17 Juna 1RI0--Release of mortgage of 3 April 1867 from Fairfax
to Benite of 316,000 {recorded on 22 June 1870). |REFEREHIE:
Liber "C" of Releases, Page Bi Sonoma Cauntcy Record,

SOURCE: Deed haak of Geocrge Washingron ©€all, page 3.1

* Ly MBTR--Claim by "James™ {probably Jesse) M. Blanchard for
land in the porthwest corner of the Mufiiz Ranche-—-see
trangactiong of I8 hugust 1866 and & February 1863 (recorded on
g oWJuly 18700 . [REFERENCE: Liher 4 of Possessory Clalms, Page
249, Sonoma {qounty Becords., SOURCE: TDeed Book of Barbara
Elack, page £5.]

" 23 July 1BTO--ODeed from Ada Falrfax to Jasas Jawell Ecr an
vnipecified amgunt of land (probably 3,000 acees, not including
that deeded to John Rule==-3e& Eransackion entry for Before 3
April 1869) for 518,000 [recorded oo £5 July 18701,

[REFERENCE: Liber 30 of Deeds, FPage 2BE4, Sonoma County
Records., SOURCE: OCeed Book of Genrge Washilngton Call, pages
47 and 448.]

* 25 Jyly 1870--Mortgage from Jesse Jewell to Ada Falrfax
covering the land deeded on thiz zame date for 210,000, 1in the
form cf two promissory noktes, each in the amount of 55,0003 and
each note to pay intereskt ab 10% per anoum? one noke was due in
ane year and the other, if not pald at the end of gne year, was
Yo pay interest at the rake of pne and cne-fourth parcent per
mpxoth {recocrded on 28 July 1870, [REFEREMCE : Liher "P" of
Mprtgages, Page I92, Sonoma Counkty Recorda. SOURCE: Deed Book
of George Washington Call, page 4%,

* 2B July 187C--Assigoment by hd. Falrfax of 310,000 Mortgage of
Jasse Jawell {of 2% July 1870 to O.J. Preaton and Johih J.
McEAnngn (recorded on 28 July 1870y . [REFEREN{E: * ,her "A"
of hasignmenta, Fage f19, Scnoma County Recorda. SoO1.aCR: Deed
Book of George Washington Call, pages 4% and 50.}
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) Noyember 1B70--Culbt Claim from Wiilildiam Allison to William R.
Miller for one-half share of the 502 acres of land purchasoed
from William Benlex on 28 dugust 186868 for a conslderation of
52,000 [recorded on 25 Janwary 1571) ., [REFERENMCE: Liber 22 of
Deeds, Fage 204, Scnoma County Records. SOURCE: Deed Book of
Barbara Black, page 93.}

* 12 July 1871--Deed of Trust between Jesse Jewell and E.W. Burr,
Panijamin D. DCaan, and the Savinga mnd Loan Sociaty far
514,500, decured by Joawell's land in the Mublz Rancho (see
transacktion epkry of 25 July 1870--recorded on 19 July 1371).
IREFERENCE: Liker 35 of Deeds, TFagez 70 through 26, 3onoma
cCounty Recorda. SOURCE: Deed Book of Secrge Hashiogicn Call,
in the Sectlon "Continuation of Abhzstract, 7 July 1B71 ko 20
March 1ET6™, pagaes 1 through 9.1

* 5 Augusk 187]--Desd from Jesse Jewell to Auguak Mayeo for
1,000 acres of land and right of way ocver Jewell'= lana for
15,000 trecorded o 18 August 1ETL); this waa land between
Fuasian Guleh oo the downcoask side to what became the
"Charles Ranch™ (and later the "Black Ranch™) on the upecast
£ide.  [REFERENCE: Liber 35 of Deeds, Page 55, Sonoma Counky
Eecords, SOURCES: Deed Book of Gesrge Washingbton Call, in the
Secclon "Contlnwation of Abztrack, ¥ July 1871 to 20 Marcah
1a74g"™, pages 9 through 17 Decree of Final Distcribution of the
Estate of George Washington Call, Page 23, dated 12 Dctober
1908 .}

* L5 Bugust J87]1--Morkgage freom Mayer to Jewell, covering the land
of the transactlaon enttvy of thls same dakte, binding Mayer toc
pay Jewell's Decd o0f Trust lean of 12 July 1871 Ecem Burr,
bean, and the Savings and Leoan Scecliety (recorded on 16 hugust
1871y . [REFERENCE: Liber "R® of Mortgages, Pages 562 Lhrough
h66, Sonoma County Recovds. SOUVACEK: Deed Book of Goorge
Washington Call, in the Sectieon "Continuation of Abgtrack, 7
July 1871 to 20 March 1876", pages 12 through 14.]

* 5 Awpgust 1BJ1--Deed feom Mayer ta Jewell for the privilege of
allowing a zawmlll to remain on Mayer's land for fiwe years and
for a rilghkt of way over the northeast corner of Mayer'™s land
for wagons and stock for $5300 (recorded on 16 Auguat 18711,
[REFERENCE: Libker 35 of Deeds, Fage=s 60 through €2, Sonoma
County Recovds, EOUNCE - CLeed Baok of Jegrge Wazhingbon Call,
io the Sectlon "Ceontinuation of hstraect, 7 July 187} tr 20
March 1B8YE&", pages 14 through 15!

* Early J873--S5ale by an unknown pevscen to Aargon Schro.er of
abput 2,200 acres (hut possikbly 2,618 acres, the amount knawn
to have been inctuded in subsequent sales) of land {orc an
unknown amount; this land, which later bacameg the "Eckert
Eanch" {see the transzactlan entriles for 1916, 1 February 1524,
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2k September 1976, and February 1281}, was Just down the coast
from that purchased by G.W. Call nat long afterwards., [SGORCE
“Santa Boga Press Demecrat”™ article of Februarvy 13281 regarding
the estate of Mercedes Call Eckert; "History of Sonaoma County®,
1879, page €27.]

* 4 Jupg 18973~~Desed from Dixon and Ada Falirfax to Geasrge
Waabingten Call for 2,500 acrea of land, the chute and
mooringe in Fort Ross Bay, and right gf way to the chote until
a public rpad was gpened for S£25,000 {recorded on 4 June 13713);
an additicnal 51G,000 was pald for the stock (mainly milk
COWs) . [REFERENCE: Liher 42 «+F Deeds, Pages 245 throwgh 247,
Zonoma County Records,  SOURCES HThe Zgnoma Demccrat®, 31 May
1873, page 5, column 3 dindicati g Rixon 3old the property
during the week, the breakcut of the payment, and tha: the deed
would be recarded "next week"]r letter from Ruth Burke, 7
August 1989: letter from Buth Buocke, 28 Auvgusk 1%8%; copy of
recorded deed provided by Ruth Burke, 23 Sepbember 1989, ]

* 4 June leTi-~Leage Ereom G.W. Call to Dixon and Ada Fairfax for
theiy uze of the chute ang ahip mearinga ln Fort Ress Bay and
one acre of land around the chukte ino return £or chuting
services for a periocd of five years for Call and any others at
the ratke of 2%% For each ten of frelght, cord of wood, or one
thougand feet of lumber (resorded oo 9 June 1B72) . [REFERENCE:
Liber "B" of Leases, Page 29, Sonoma County Records.  SOURCES:
Letter from Ruth Burke, 2B Auguzkt 1999; copy of recocded deed
provided by Rath Burke, 23 September 1989, ]

4 Jyun=s 1fid-~binknown Erangacticon from Ada Falrfax te G.W., Call
for an wnkoewn amount (actlon either taken or recorded on 4
June 1B73); thiz could bBe the sale of the 100-200 agres of land
azld by Call to Clara 3. Fi=k in about 18H7&. [REFEREHNCE:
Liker 42 of Deeds, Fage 245, Sonoma County Records. SOURCE:
letter from Ruth Burke, 7 August 13089 )

* 21 June 1873--Genetal Fower of Attorney glven to Mary J,
Joewell (widow of Jesse Jewell} by the heiras of Jde=se
Jewell=-Deacatur E, Jawall, Daniel 3. Fra=ximr, Abbis
Jawvall Trasjer (wife of Daniel), John W, Parry, Mattise
Jewall Perry [wife of John), 27d Ruby A. Jawell ({recorded on
2% August 1873). |REFERENCE : 1 ber "A" E Powers of Attocroney,
Fage 575, Soncma County Regrords. SGIRCE:  Deed Book ©f Genog.
Wazhington Tall, in the Section “"Continuaktion of Absklcer, 7
July 1871 ko 20 March 1B76", pages 16 through 1B.]

* 12 August 1873--Deed from Mary Jewsll, attorney in Factk, to

Decatur H. Jewell for the remalning land {amount unspeciEied,
hut probably 3,000 acres excluding the 1,000 acres acld to
Mayer] in the Mufiiz Rancho that was purchased from Ada Fairfax
By Jesse Jewell (deceased) for 58,000 {recorded oo 25 Auguat
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1873). [REFERENCE: Liber 45 of Deeds, Page 299, Sonoma Counky
Records, SOURCE: Deed Book of George Washington Call, 1in the
Section "Contlpvatlcn of Abatract, T July LBTL to 20 March
1876%, page=s 1B and 19.1

* 18 Apguskt 18T3--Mortgage from Decabtur H. Jewell Lo HMary Jewell
[(for hearself and as attorney inm fact Ffor D.S. Frasler, A.J.
Fragier, J.W. Perry, M.J. Perry, R.&. Jewell, and D.H. Juewell)
of 54,000, conslsting of four promissary notes of $1,000 sach
{due one, btwo, three, and four . -ars after the mortgage date,
respectively) at an interest rat. of 10% per annum {rc~prded on
2% August 1873). [REFERENCE: ILdbher "ZW of Maorkgages, Pages
143 chrough 147, Sonoma County Records. S00RCE:  Deec Bopok of
George Washington ¢all, in the Section "Continuatilan of
Abatract, 7 July 1871 Co 20 March 1876, pages 20 angd 21.]

* 20 Septempey 1873--0uic Clailm frem BRenitz to Call dom 2, 500
ackes of the property scld by Renitz to Dixan on } Hargh 1E67
for 51 [recorded aon 20 September JB7]): this actien alzo
corrected a defect 1o the record of the property. |REFERENCE :
Liber 44 of Deeds, Pages 256 through 258, Soncma County
Fecords. SMIBCES: Copy of note card from filea of Suszan
Clark, 13 August 198%9; copy &f recorded deed provided by Ruth
Burke, 21 S¢pkember 1985.)

" 1874-1B76--G.W. Call hired thirty to faorbty Chinese laborers and
an Irish foreman (named Reasa) to bulld a psaw road along the
cliffs down the coast from Fort Ross da distanee of abour b
milea, to wherg the Heyers Grade Boad intersects the Coast
Highway today}! and to improve and widen the then exisking rcad
througli the Forct and up the socast to Eolmer Gulch (a distance
of aboubk 1 mile) for 7,000, wikh the laasat 5630 going £or the
road widenlng near and through Eolmer Guloh: this &rew then
builk Eha courrent road that goez from Fort Roazs up the Kill to
the ridge road (8n approximate 3 mile projectl . The road down
the coast stayed open unkil semetime in bhe early- te mid-18BDs
when (L was closced due Lo slidesn, and was opened poermanently by
the Soncma Counky in Oclober 132050 {SOURCE: Coenwversatlons
with Carios Asa Tall on 21 Hoven-er 1971 and Mercedes Dearoe
Stafford in about 19E5.]

m 1 April 1B74--Trau=fer Ercm Wikliam R. Miller and his wife,
Eouna A, Hiller, to the Gualala ESchosl Diatrict a lot 100
fect square located on Lhe esast side of "Timber Cowe Guleh™ for
school purposes (te revert back when nobk used for that
purposc), for consideratien of $1 (recorded on 6 Anrcil 1874y,
|[REFERENCE: Liber 45 of Deeds, Page 250, Soooma Counky
Becords,  SCUORCE:  Deed Book 9f Barbara Black, page 95,1
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» 10 July 1fl4--Survey for a County road down the coasat from
Kolmer Guleh made by Jdohn F. Hade. [SOVERCE ! Ceed Book of
Barbara Black, page L1ll.]|

* 29 Jyly 1874--Bond from O.H, Jowell and Mary Jewsll o Albart
Canfimld to conwvey 800 acres of land {that locluded Elack
Mountain} oo or hefore 1 Septemit. 'r 1E79 in considerzklon of
$2,500 {550 pald down): it does wot appear that this
transactlon was ever consummated (recotded on 29 July 874].
[REFEEEHWCE: Liber "R" of Bonds, Fage §46, Sonpoma County
Bocards,  SOURCE:  Deed Book of Secrge wWashington Call, in Che
Eepting "Contilnwation of Abstrack, T July 1871 to 20 Haech
1IE76", pages 21 through 23.]

* 1 Zeptember }8714-—-Agreement hetwgen G.W. Call, John Colmer
{Eolmer), W.R. Miller, Franziska Ruocff {or Franzilska Xnapp}l,
Jaxan Thompaon Stockhoeff (probably Johan Hencoy StockhofE) .,
Fradarick Llabig (there ix a probable mliszpelling--"Liebgg™],
F. Truocke, ang Lawlz Garatle and The Board of Suparvizora
of Donuma County for the purchaze of land that comprized A
50-foot wide roadbed (surveyed by John ¥. Wade, Beputy County
Surveyor, on 10 July 1874) from ¥Fort Ross co Helmke's land up
the goast for %1 to epach peraon {¢egorded on 10 October 18743,
o Call's property the roadbed was to gtart ab a bridge &.00
chains northweiat of Call's house, go along the extsting road
83.50 chains to the =outh =silde of Kolmer Gulch, and then wind
through Kolmer Guleh over a new roadbed. [REFERENTE: Liber
"C" of Bonds and Agreements, Page 14, Sonoma County Becords.,
SOURCE: Deed Baok of Barkbara Rlack, peges 37, %%, and 101.]

P 20 September 139T7d--0Onknown transackion from Benitz ta G.W. Call
(it should bhe noted that Benitz left for Argentina on ZB July
1874). |REFERENCE: Liber 44 of Deeds, Fage 252, Sonoma County
Records. EOURCE: Letter from Ruth Burke, 7 Auguat 19280, )

* | april 1879~-Lease from WLRlis o Miller te 9.F. Lawla (of
Petalumal of . 1] the Timber Coce Hobel, barn, and
out=huildings, including furniture, crockery, etc., (o one
yeadr at 5400 per year with privileges for three years; and {2)
the field next to “Colmer and Kinney" ag $500 per year
frecorded 12 February 1B7T8}. [REFEREHCE: Liber "A"™ of Leases,
Page 268, Sconema County Becords., SOURCE: [Deed Book of Barbara
Black, page 103.]

* 20 . mgril) 1875--u.%. Patent aranted to the heirs of Christian F.
BEuoftf (deceased 15 December 1854 for 148.:) acres of land in
the northwest portion of the Mubile Rancho; the helrs were
teptesented by Franzisca Roabf {wldow) and included {names as
they were in 1H9971900) Franciaska (France3] HB. Baxman,
Maria (Macy]l Hwelena Thomas, Jolhn Buofi, and Ellxabestha
(Lizrie] cCathaxina Fazk, [Beference: Cerblficate Humber
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41964, EQlRCE - IPeed Book of Barbara Black, pages 143, 1h9,
181, 1B3, and 1EBES.]

P23 Magrch J1BV6--Deod from D.H. Jewell to Danlel S5, Fraader For
(probably)y 2,000 acres of land (all the laod in the Muafilz
Rancho sald by Ada Falrfax to Jesse Jewell, except the 1,000
acres sold by Jegse Jewell to Mayer} and for all hig interest
in the estate of bis father's and his mokther's eatates (1.e.,
Jesse and Mary Jdewell) for SBDOD (recorded on 24 Harch 1876) .
[REFERENCE ; Liker 53 of Beeds,; Fage 2B, Sonoma County
Records. SOORCE ODeed Boogk of George Washingteon Call, in the
Section "Contlnuation of the Freceding Abatract, suh=eguent o
Z0 March 1B7R", page 1.]

* 23 HMay 1B76--Release (by Jehn Fritach, admlinistcatsar of the
estate of Mary Jewell] of HMartgage of 13 Aaugust 1873 [fom DM,
Jewell bo Macy Jewell, b al, of %4,000; on 27 May 1876, the
atbher helrs of Jesse Jewell (D.S, Frasier, ALJ, Frazslec, J.H.
Ferty, M.J, Pegrry, and R.A, Jewell) alse signed a release of
thiz mortgage {regorded on 30 May 1876). [REFEREHTE: Liber
"F" of Releasea, Pageg 1B2 and 182, Sonoma Counky Recoeds,
SOURCE: Coed Book of Geporge Waahington Call, ino the Section
"Continvation &f the Preceding bbstract, subsequent ta 20 March
18ter, pages 2 and 4.

* Z26 May 187&--Deed from Danlel 5 Frasier to Gecrge Washington
Call for about 2,000 acre= of la d for 34,900; the deacd
indicates that this land include” Rlack Mowntaln, and records
in 1908 indicate that the land owned by Call, includir, the
“"Mayar Racch", was 2, %42.35 acres (vecorded on 30 May 1876,
IREFEREWCE: Liber 55 of Deeda, Page 581, Sanoma County
Records; Probabe Humber 4287, in the Superlaer Court af the
State of California in and for the County of Senoma. SOURCES:
Deed Pook of George Washlngton Call, in the Sectieon
"Conkinuation of the Preceding Rbakrackt, subseguent to 20 Harch
1876", pagez & bLhrough 8; Desree Sektling Final Accaunt of
Exerutors Making Final Dietribution of the Estate of G.W, (Call,
12 Ocbober 1908, pages 27 and 23.)

* 26 May 18T6€--Deed from R.A. Joewcll to GW, Call quit elalming
and correcting ececks in the Decd of 1B hugust 1873 for che
2,000 acres ol land for 31 (rfecorded on 30 Hay 1B7TE) .
[REFEREHCE: Llber 55 of Deeds, Page S5BS, Sonome Caunty
Recards, SOUEBCE: [eed Book of Geavae Washlwgton Call, Lo the
Gectlcn "Continuation of the Freceding abstract, subsegquent to
20 March 1576", pages 10 and 11,]

* 23 May l1fTh-=-Fartial FRecanwveyance from E.W, Burr, and B.D.

NMean, Trustees, to G.W, Call releasing the 2,000 acres of land
from Lhe Deed of Trust of 12 July 1371 {recording date net
avallabley. [REFERENCE: Hat available. S0URCE: Deed Book of
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George Washingtoo Call, in the Sectilaon "Continvation of fhe
Freceding Ahsgtract, subsequent te 20 March 1876", page 12 land
probably on page 13, which was not copiled from the original) ]

* B Seprember 1876--Cecd from Willlam B, Mlller and Emma A,
Miller to Julian (Glunlimno)l Tomaminl for 502 acres of land
an the norbthwest corner of the Moflz Ranche foc 57,000
trecorded on 23 September 1B7b~-before Edwin Blackford
[nephew of G.W, Calll, Justice af the Prace at Fork Rossh.
[REFEFENCE: Liber 586 of Deeds=, Page £39, Scnoma County
Eercords, SOURCE: Decd Book of Barbara Black, poages 105 and
107, ]

* 8 Seprembey j876--Mortgage from Julian Tomazini toe wWilliam R.
Miller for 5D Acrexs of land {bounded on north hy landa of
Aewlatisn John3on, eastk and acuth by lands of G.W. <all and
Joho Colmer, wesk by the Paclflc Ocean and lands of Franziska
Fucif) for 53,700 (recorded on 23 September 1BTE) . iREFERENCE:
Liber 12 of Mortgages, Page 131, Scooma County Recorda.

SOURCE: Beed RBook of Barbara Black, page 109, ]

* 20 September 18T6--Deed from Jebn Coimer (Molmerd, Giuliano
Toemasini, and Frapzilseca Rupff Ly Sonoma Caurty for a Fifty-faot
right of way for a pubhlic road tween Kolmer Guleh and the
land up the coast owned by John Aenry Stockhoff, whick is ac
the current boundary of the Timber Cowve development, Far £1
cach (recorded an 10 October 1A76) . [REFEREHCE : Liber 57 of
Deeds, Page 246, Scnome County Pecords. SCURCE:  Decd Book of
Barpara Blagk, paqges 111 and 113.]

*  Bhout 1B7G--Deed from G.W. Call to Clara 5. Flzk (a
widow--probalrly of A.J. Flak, whe died in 18743y for abogt 00
arres of land just deownooast from Schrover's land for 55,000,

[BOURCE: Conversaticgn with Harbara ®Black regarding her deed
hook . ]

1B17--Informatlien from old Sonoma County map Shows the
following awners/acreages on the Mufilr Rancho {from vpocoast Lo
downcogskEd): Wm. R. Miller at north and of Rancho, ng acreage
shiown,; J. Coleman (Kolmer) at Timber Cove, no acreage glwven;
G.W, call at Fort Raoss, 2,300 asres; A. Schrover, downcoast
feem Call, 1,309 acres: Dixan & Faicfax, uphill from G.W. Call,
ne acreage given; Ralph Smith, adjacent and cast of Dixon and
FaicfFax property [Lhis propercly apperars to baclude land tashde
and cutside of the Mublz Fanchoe boundary--probably 323 acres,
what «as calied the "Smith Ranch" that was later acquired by
G.W. Call [see "After 187TT" ftran=sacticon}l: Qlara 5, Fisk,
downcoaat from Schroyver {where the CharlesadBlack Ranch i3 now
located], 709 acres; G.W. Call in the Black Mauntaln area,

1, 303 acres; A, HMayer, downceoast from Fisk, 1,000 agres: Escate
aof J. REule, downooast from Busaian Gulch to bhe Bussian Hiver,
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4,000 acras; Rien & Markham, ad]acent ko Bule alang Russlan
Fiver, 1,007 acres; Estate of Elan () Sharidan, adjacent o
Biea & Marckhem along Russian BElver, ngo acreage given {bat it
wag 591 acres on 1308 mapl:; Cathezins Bashy, Aadjacenkt to
Sheridan along Russlan River, T332 (7} acrea; "Jobha™, adlacent
to Hapeny along Bussian River, 672 acres.

231 MHMay 1B17--Fort Boas Feat Office established, G.W. Call

appointed Fosktmaster. {S0URCE 2 "Hiztory of Socooma Counky™,
1879, page 37H.]

3 hugust 1B7T7--Holdup by Dlack Bart [(Callifeornias maxk
successtful stageceach robber) of the Point Arens-to-Duncans
Mills stage at a potat about two and one-halé milea down the
coazk road from Fort Boss (an the upepast side of Timber
Gulen); Lhis robbery was Bart's Fourth of 28, the flpst one at
which he left a poem (he left only ooe osther pocm, ak his fifth
rohhetcy), and where he gave the world his name, Baret qot 33040
in cgln and a check for %£30%.52 in the robbery. [SOURCE - “Bad
Company™, Jaseph Henry Jackson, 19389, pagea 120 through r22 and
334 and 335.)

Jd Oecepber JBi7=-~Belease of Morl yage of B Sepbembher YRTE fram
Julian {Giviiancs} Toma=sinl to William R. Miller i(recouded on 14
December 1877} . [REFEREMCE: Liber "G" of Relmasea, Fage *1,
Socnomd County Becords, SOURCE: Deed Book of Harbarca Black,
rage 10%.]

After 1ATT--Deed from Dixcn [(or his heirs andfcr RBda Falrfax)

to Geourge Washingten Call for about 1,337.55 acres of land for
an unknown amount {thls may be the same transactlon as bthe
unknown ane from Ada Falrcfax to GUW, Call of 4 June 1814}, this
land, plus Lthe "eriglinal™ 2,509 acres, made up the maln “"Call
Fanchk" at Fort Rass (call had 3,840 acres at hls death In 1907,
2,500 + 1,337,505 = 2.4%}. [REFERENLCE: FProbate Rumber 4260, in
the Superlor Court of the Stace af Californlia in and for the
County of Scooma.  SOURCES:  Will of G.W, Call, Fage Two;
Decree Setiling Final Account of Executors Making Final
Distvibution of the FKatate of G.w, {fall, lZ Dotober 1908, pages
17 and 18; Wesatern Title Insurance and Guarantee Company {iln
the matter of the es3tate of Ahna Fos=a Call Pearce}, daked 1l
June 1357.1]

Afrver 1877--Dmed from (probably) Balph Smith te G W. Call for
323,17 meres of lamd for an wakoewn fmount; this land, known as
the "&Emith Ranch", was io che owpreship of G.W, and Mercocdes
Call at the time of G, W, 's death in 138 (haowever, 1in 12537,
records indicated that the Smith Ranch caonsgisted of 460 acres}.
[REFERENCE: Frobate Humber 4250, in the Superior Court of the
Ztate af Califarnia Im and For the County of Sonoma. SOUERECES:
Becres Settling Fipal Accocunt of Executors Making Final
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Clotrlibution of the Eastate of G.W. Call, 12 Ocbtober 1308, pages
23 and 24; Weatern Title Insueance and Guarantee Company fin

Lhe matter of the estate of Ana HAgpga Cal)l Feacce), dated 1)
June 1957 _]

* 5 JFanusacy 1BTE--Deed from Jullian (Gilulilane) Tomasini toe J.C.
Jensen for 122 acrces of land in the oorthwest corner of bhe
Muniz Rancho for 3732 {recorded on B Januarcy 1878).
{REFERENCE: Liber 62 of Deeds, Page 451, Sonoma Counky
Records. SCORCE: DOeed Book of Barbara Black, pages 119 and
121.1

" 5 Japuary 1878--Mortgage from J.C. Jenzen to Frederick Liebig
covering 122 acres of lend far an unkoown ameant [(recorded on 3
Jansary 1878). [REFEREWCE: Libker 17 of Mertgages, Page 404,
Sanoma County Records. SOURCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black,
page 12X%,]

* 4 May 1BIH--Deed from J.O. Jem=p Eo Frederick Lieblg for 1212
avres of land 1o the northwest [artlon of the Hudlz Rancho for
£500 {recorded on 11 June 1BTE). [REFERENCE: Liher 74 of
Deeds, Page 271, Sonoma County Records. SOURCE: Dee Book of
Barbara Black, pages 123 and 1l25.]

* 1 May 1BRO0--Lease Ly J. (G.) Tomasini to John Anderscon of the
Timher Cove Hotel, buildings conoected with it, and the garden
fcr a term of one vear fwibth the privilege of Cwo agEe years]
for S:5 pere month for six months, the remaining =ix months rent
free {recorded on 2 September 18380). [EEFEREMCE: Liker “C" of
Leases, Page 179, Sonoma County Becorda. SOURCE: Deed Book of
Barbaca Black, page 127.]

* 1 May 18FD—Agrecment to glve the right of way for a road norch
from 5tillwater Cowvwe through land of John Ruoff and others
further up the ¢oast {(Jahn 5. Brocks, Plarra Adamm, Andraw
Andaraen, E. Blonm Qeviat, and John HMcAllaster); nob
acknowledged (reoosrded on 1 Hay 18B0) . [EEFERENCE: Likher "
of Bonds and Agreements, Fage 9498, Sonoma County Regords.
SOURCE: Doed Book of Barbara Black, page=z 145 and 147.]

*O22 July 1BED--Holdup of the Point Arena-to-Duncans Mllls =stage
by Black Bart at a pelnt about two and one-half miles toward
Muncang Mills from Heney's Statlon (Bcaview), & spok oot twe
miles away "as khe crow Flies” from Bart's 3 Dugust 1877
holdup; this was his twelfth of 28 robberies. (ZO0URCE:  "Bad
Company'', Jogseph Henry Jackson, 1939, pages 339 throagh 335,

* 18 March l8&)~-lLeed from 5. (7 + Tomasinl and his wifr, Mary

Tonaslnl, 1o John Ruoff and M rxtin Blanchard for 120 acres
of lamd in the nocthwesk parbion of che Mudtz Bancho oo 56, 000
{recocded on 11 April 1BE1) . [REFERENCE: Liber 74 oo Deeds,
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Fage 430, Scnema County Records, SONDRCE: [Oeed Book of Backbara
Black, pages 14% and 131.]

* 1B March 1898i--Martgage from John Rucoff and Martlo Blanchacd to
., {J.] Tomazinil for the 380 acres of land deeded in the
transaction of 1B March 1881 for $3,000 (recorded on 15 April
1981y . [REFERENCE: liker 27 of Mortgages, Fage 401, Sonoma
County Records, GQURCE: Deed Boock of Barbara Alack, page
133.1

* BummexrfFall of 18R1--5tagecoach holduop by bick Fallows
(perhaps Califarpia's least sucgessful stageccach robbher) at
almozst the saxact apot at which Black Bart had held up the
downeoast skage on 3 Ruguat 10877: there wias oo money or
anythiong £lse of value In the bax, ooly a letter—--and ehe
leccar was weltten in Chinese! [SCURCE: "Bad Company ™, Jozeph
Hency Jackson, 193%, page 236.]

* 1T Derember 188)--Deed from Mactin Blaonchard ta John Gusff for
380 acres of land in the northuest portlcon of the Hubdl: Ranche
for %1,000 {recorded an 27 December 18381), ({REFERENCE: 1Liher
1T of Deeda, Page 471, Sonoma {ounty Records, EORCE:- eed
Bcok cof Barbara Black, page 135 _]

* 17 December 18B]--Lease frem Franziaka Ruoff ka John BRuoff all
tntereat ia her ransh of 250 acres of land at Timbher Cowve,
loctuding exclusive right Lo fhe chote and the use of four
cowd, ten calves, 176 =sheep and three lamha, one mule, twa
horaes, fifteen hog=s, one spring wagon and ane thimble skian
wagon with four ioch axles, two drays [(belonging to the chukbe),
OnEe mower, bwo plows, one harrow, one cueltivator, one boak, one
ek of harness, and two dray harnesses; lease waa for the term
f five years For $600, paval:le in half yearly payments of %200
cach (recorded on 27 December 2881). |REFERENCE: Liber "C" of
Leasecs, Page £21, Scnpma County Regords. SGLUIRCE - Deed Book of
Barbara Black, pages 153 and 15%.]

* 18 pAarch 1BBZ--Mortgage from John FRuoff ta Johth Henry Stockhoff

for the 380 acres of land deeded in the transacticen af 17
Decemher 1BEl for 53,0070 {recorded on 1R March LHHZ}).
[REFERERCE: Liber 39 of Mortgages, Fage 019, Sonoma County
Eecords, SOIRCE: Deed Bogk of Barbara Black, page 137.]

T 27 HMarch 198%--Certificate of Felease from G. {J.} Tamasinl to
Jobn Ruocff and Martin Blanchard for the mortgage of 18 March
1Rl {recorded cn 31 March 1RBBEZ2; . [EEFEREHCE: Liher *"B"™ ofF
Feleaze=, Page €27, Sonoma County Becords. L1 e ''eed Book
aof Barkara Black, page 133.]

* g2 heril )884--Release of Morbtgage of 18 Harch 1BB2 from John
Pupff fto John Henry Stockbhoff (recorded on 21 April 18840 .
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[FEFERENCE: Liber "J" cf Eeleagesn, Page 264, Sgncma County
Fecoprda. SO0URCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black, page 137.]

* 2 May Jl88r--Mortgazde from John Ruaff to Jahn H. Stockhoff far

the 3ED acres of land deeded in the tranzactien of 17 December
lagl far 52,000, payable in one year, with interest ak the ratbe
wf BY% (recorded on 4 May 18%3] . [REFEREWCE:. Liber 92 of
Mortgages, Fage 1%6, Sonome Caunty Becords. SOURCE: Deed Book
<f Barbara Black, page 139.]

* B Japyary 1BA98-—-Deerd from (probably) GOW, Call to the Counky of
Sonoma for a road easement for Lhe toad going vp tao bhe vidge
from the Fort fFor an anknown amaunt ivecorded on 22 Mapch
1892} , [EEFFRENCE: Liber 178 £ pDeeds, Page 289, Honama
County Becorda. BOURCE: Weste_o Title Insurance and Guarantes
Company {ln the matter of the e=sktate of Ana Roaa ©all Pearcel,
dated 11 June 189571

*  Z3% Aprll 1398-—Hortgage from John Ruoff to John H. Stockhoff
for the 380 scres af land deeded in the transacclien of 172
ODecember 1881 for 33,000 frecotded on 25 April 1838).
|IEEFERERCE - Liber 114 of Mortgagen, Page T30, Scooma Counkby
Focords. SOURCE : Dged Bgok of Barbara Elack, page 141,14

* 253 Ppril 1A9B--{ancellaticn of mortgage of 2 May 1893 from Fohn
Fucff to John H. Stogkhoff. [REFEREMNCE Liher 92 of
Mortgages, Faae 196--"cancelled on face of record™. SOURCE:
beed Eook of HBarbava Black, page 1319.]

" 18 Febryary 1BH88--Deed from (probably} G.W. Call to the {ounty
of Sonoma for unkocwn land and for an unknown amount (recorded
arg 27 Marech 1899); this was either pare cof the asame action of B
January 1B9B or elesely relakted to ik, [REFEREMCE: Liher 184
of Deeds, Page 325, Sonoma County Recorda. SOURCE:  Weatern
Title Ipsurance and Guarantoes Coampany {ia the metkter of the
eztate of Ana Eosza Call Poarech, #Aabed 11 Juae 1557.]

* 27 February 1900--pecd from Franziska Rucff to John Ruofl for
103 acres of land in the northwest portion of the Mufiiz Rancho
(or 510 drecorded on 19 May 19003, [REFEREWCE: Liber 18% of
Deeds, Page 484, Sonoma County Becords. SOURCE:  Deed Book of
Barbaca Black, page 1B7.)

* 27 Fekbruary 1900--Deed from Franziska Buoff to John B off for
148 acres of land in the northwest portion of the Muf. z Rancho
for $19--s5ce Cransactlon entcies foar 28 August 186 and 14
Marsh 1B70 (roocorded on '3 May 19407 ., [REFEREWNCE: Liber 129
of Deeds, Page 4ABZ, Sonoma County Roecords, EOURCE:  Deed Book
of Barbara Black, pages 115 and 117.]
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2t February 1900--Deed from Liztie Fark, Frances Baxman, and
Mary Thomas to John Buoff for 1489.11 acres of land in the
northwest portlon of the Mufiiz Rancho for $675 {recorded on 15
Detober 190070 . [REFERENCE: Liber 191 of Deedz, Page 200,
Sonoma County Fecords. S0OURCE: Deed Baok ol Barhara Black,
pages 1B3 and 191.]

19 May 1900--Crder and Doeres af Setblement of Accounts and
Final Distribution of the estake of Christlan F. Ruoff that
digsktributed the 148 acres of 1z in the noecthwest portlion of
Lhe MuBiz Ranche as follows: o :—-half to hls wife, Franzinka
fwhich =he bhad already deeded te her sen John on 2T Fepruary
1900 and the other one-half in egual zharea {(1.e,, o .2-eighth
cach) to bla four children, Jobn Bucff, Franciska Baxran, Haria
Themas, and Ellisabeth Park {recorded on 9 July 130437 .
[FEFERENCE: Liber 5 of Dercreea of Pistcibubion, Page 590,
focnoma County Records. SSURCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black,
pages 1H1, 1B3, and 1B5.}

4 2pril 18903--Deed from John Rucff, Mary Themas, and Richard
MeHales to bthe County of Sencma for & forly-foob right of way
Ior a road followlng the existing roadbed between Timbepr Cowve
Landing and the Bledge Road for 51 (recorded on 12 December
19%3}4). |REFERENCE: Liber 215% of Decds, Fage 541, Saonoma
County Becords, SO0URCE: Doed Book of Barbara Black, pages 123
and 195.]

21 ppril 1903--Mortgage from John Ruaff te John H. Stockhoil
far the 38D acres of land deeded 1n the transactlon of L7
December 1881 for 31,000 (recorcded on 5 May 19071), [EEFERENCE:
Liber 135 of Mortgages, Page 3E4, Sonoma County Recotds.
GOURLCE: Oeed Rook of Barbara Black, page 143.]

2 May l303=--Cangellacion of mortgage of 2] April 1838 from John
Fueff te John H. Stockhoffl,  [REFEREMCE: Liber 114 of
MorLgages, PFage 530, Sonoma County Recoerds--Ycancelled on face
of record™. SOQURACE:  Deed Beck of Barkara RBlack, page 141,

o July 1303——Sale of .45 acrei of land (Ehe Rossian tort} by
Call to J.J,. Lerman, Vice-Pres dent of the Califoxnias
Langdmarksa Laagua for %3,000 (relorded on 27 July 18903 : Ehe
aliforpia landmarks League apparently purcha=ed .56 .cres at
the Somoma Mizzion gt about Lhe game time, and State records
ghow hath the Fort BEcss: and the Sopoma Migsicn purchazes lumped
together-=-31.01 acres. [AEFEREHCR: Liber 206 of Deeds, FPage
el2, Saonoma County Becords. SOURCES: Willl of George
Wwashington Call, Fage 3; "The Ruwszzlans in California’,
guarterly of the Callfornia Histarical Soclety, volome XII,
Humber 3, Septembeyr 1333, page 1301
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*  Aboyt 1993--Tranafer/zalce from Mayer, or from Mayetr's estate,
o Vietoyr Sartord of (prebabkly) 1,000 acres of land foc an
unknawn amount /considerakion; Maver ceportedly died in 1903,
[REFEFEHCE: Mot available, SOURCE: Speculstian based on
information regarding related proeperty tranzactions.]

* 4 Fepruary 1M4--Deed from vwictor Sarctarl ta G.w, Call feor
{pecbakly] 1,000 acres of land "> an unknown ampunt {recorded
o 4 February 19041y bthils propes iy wag known a3 the Mhuagust
Mayer Banch™ or "Mayer's Tract™, and is that propecty Jetuween
Russlian Gulch (an the dewnceaat side}l and the Ccharles (Black)
Ranch (an the wpcoast shlde) . [REFERENCE: Liker 208 of Deeds,
Fage 616, Sonoma County Records, SOURCE: wWestern Title
Insurance and Guarantes Company (in the matter of the eazfate of
Ana Rosa Call Pearce), dated 11 June 1937, under the
description of "Parce]l Three" ]

* 2% April 1305--Cancellatiaon aof mortgage of 23 ppril 1303 from
diohn Bugff to John H, Stockhatff. [REFERENCE. : Liber 13% of
Mzrrgages, Page 3B4, Sonoma fCounty BecordAa--“cancelled ocn face
af reecord™. SOURCE: Deed Book of Barkbara Black, page 143 .|

B 23 March 1%)E--The 2_.45 apre parcel, the Ruzxsian fEort,
purchiased from Call by the Californla Landmarks League was
deeded to the Statw of Califoxnia and it's agency, the
Juttsar'a Fort Board of Comnmlssionarcs with Wllliam
Randolf Raarat acting a5 Lhe League's Trostee 1n the
tran=zactiony the Stata of California Department Farkx and
Recreation records lndicate that the oFficlial cranafer tock
rlace on B January 1909, I[IREFEREHCES: Book 252. Page 311,
Sonoma Counky Book of 0fficial Records; andsor Book 250, Faye
369, Sopoma County Book of OfFicial Records. S0URCES:
Califorpla Department of Parks and Recreatien Schedule of
Aoquisition=s; "The Ruszsians inm Califormia"™, Quarterly of the
Califernla Historiecal Sociebty, VWolume XIF, MHumber 3, September
1933, poge 13; Western Title Insurance and Guarantes Company
{in the matter of the estace of Ana Resa Call Fearce], dated 11
June 1357.]

* September 1938--Infermation Eroom 1903 "official™ Sonc a Counky
Map shows the following owoersfacreages on the Munlz Rancha
[Erom uproast bto dowpcoast): Hes. Rucff, in the extrceme
northwest corner, 102,11 acrea; John Rucff, just doewnooast from
Mrg, Bupff, 300 acres; W.3., A_.A,., and J.E. Banitzr, just
downeoadast from fobn Rucsff and about at Timher Cowve, 215 acraes:
HMichaml Sichel, easterly of the three previaus coastal
propertics, 230 acres: G.W. ©Call, downcoast from the Renitg and
Eichel properties arcound Fort Boss, 6240 acres; Mary E. and
Anna A. (probably Elilzabeth) Schroyar, just downooast from
Calil, 2,007.78 avres,; Mary Addie Call Charles, lust
downcoast from the Schroyer properky, T00 acrea; G.W., Tall,
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just downcooast from the Charcles property around Russaian Gulch
tincluding the Mayer Ranch)l, two parcels of 1,000 acres «ach;
Charlas E_ 8. Bulea, Jjust downgaast from the Call BEwnszlan Gulch
property, 4,000 acres; Andraw Markbham, just downgoast from
the Rule properky and adjacent “o tElhe Ruaslan Riwver {ilncluding
Jenner), 1,047 acres; Ellen 3k -wlden, just up river frem the
Markham property; and others ju- @ up river frem the Sharidan
propertcy. In additicn, the following prepercty Is zho-a on the
map Just outsitde the Mulilz Rancho boundary: Carles iaa Call,
jusk outside the narthwesh houndary and on the easterly side,
460 acre=m; Gaprga Harzry Call, just outslde the porthwest
boundary and on the far eastercly coeney, 3190 acres; and 3.WH,
Call, ju=st outside the oortheastevly boundary and stightly
south of the boundary's mid polnt, 323.11 acyes (che Smith
Fanch). Hete the discrepancy between the acreage shown for
G.W. Call on thia map (3,563.11) and that in his wilill indigzated
below [7,115.532}.

* 12 October l90g--Decrees Settling Final Account of Exccubars
Making Final Distribubtien of the Estate af C.W., Call {who died
on 1Y March 1907} effected condltions, limitatlions, and
restrictions on the maln Call Ranch propecty (3,840 acrexs) bthak
ingluded Fort BRaszs drecorded on 14 Qcktober 19031, the moxb
important of the restrictlons was that none «of ethe helics (G.W,
Call®"s children} was allowed fo sell or transfer any of thelr
interast in the ranch during thelir lifetimes to anyaone okher
than anagther helr--the Jast of the heirs died in Hovember 1974,
This decree alsq desgribed the property owned by G.W. and
Marcedes Call at G.W.'s death--the 2,840 acre malin ranch, the
223,17 acre "Gmith Ranch", and the 2,952 35 acre "Maycer Ranch™,
ar a tatal of 7,115,532 acres [£ilcd an 12 Cobobepr 1908)
[REFEREHCES:  Haok 39, Page J1, Songma County Records (che
Decreel; Book 250, Page 165, Sanoma County Beok of Sfficial
Eecords; Probate NHumber 42ed, in the Superloer Courk of che
State of Caliliornia In and for rhe County of Sonoma.  SSURCE:
Western Tible Insurance and Sud. otee Company [(in the mattes of
the estate of Ana Rosa Call Peas ), daked 11 June 1957 ]

* ia90%--%ale by Clare 5. Fisk to Cocar Helason Charle: and Mary
Addie Call Charles of abaout 700 gcres of land for F10,500; thls
land was just downcoast from the Eckerl Ranch. [SOLRCE :
Conversation with Barbatra Black regarding her deed bBook. |

* Farch 1933--0eced (inclodiog guitclaim) from Franciska Baxman
and Elizebhetha PFark, and John Albart Thomas and Roberct
Franklin Thomma, sons of Maria Thomwas (deceased), Ea Oscarc W,
and Mary A.C. Charles for 148 acres of land in the northwest
porllion of the Mufilz Ranche for 510 {recorded an 11 April
19213). [REFEEENCE: Liber ¢ of Deeds, Pagce 7, Soacma Coubby
Records,.  SOURCE:  DOeed Book of Barbara Black, pages Z2B1 and
281.1
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* 28 March 1913--bee=d [(includine guitclaim) from Williom
Frederick Themax (of Cochise Coonty, Arlzonal, son of Maria
Thomas ideceased), teo Oacar M. and Mary AR.C. Charlesa "“or 148
acres of land ln the northwe=st porticn of the Muniz R .ochao for
%10 frecorded on 11 April 1913). IREFERENCE: Liber 7 of
Deeds, FPage 7, S5onama Counky Records. SOURCE: Deed Book aof
Barbara Black, page 2BS.]

* T Aprill 1913—S5ale by the executors, Willlam Glsen and Amelia
OLlsen [the half-sisiev of Joehn Puoff}, <2f the estate af Jobhn
FucEl [(deceased on 10 Februacy 1212} ta Oscar M. and Mary AL
Charles of three paccels of land (reserving Ehe cemakbery
establighed in the will and & ten-foalb rqadway to the cemebery)
tetaling £31.11 acreg (148.1% + 103 + 3B0O) in the northwest
gorner of the Mufiiz Rangho far $8,000 (reccrded on & April
19131 . [EEFRRENLE: Liber * af Frohace Orders, Fage 7, Soncma

Count.y Eecords. SOURCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black, pages 259
through 265.]

* B April 1913--Deed from the exmeutora, William Clsen and Amelia
Clzsen, of the esiate of John Rucelf {decesased an 10 February
1912y to Dscay W, and Mary A.C. Charles of three parcels af
land J{reserwving the cemetery estaklished in the «ill and a
ten-Foot roadway te the cemetery) teotaling 631.11 acres in tha
nocthwest corner af eEhe Muflz Rancho for $EB,000 {cecorded on 8
hpril 1913). [REFERENCE: Liber 7 of Deeds, Page 7, Sonoma
County Records. SCUORCE: Deed Book of Barbara Black, pages 273
through 277.]

* B Aapril 1%l3--pecrees issued ty the Suparior Court of Scnoma
Counkty in the case af Oscary WM. Charles and Mary A.C. Tharles
versus Marcim Blanchard, amelia B, Clzen, Wllliam Freiierick
Thomag, Frenciska Baxman, Elizaheth Pack, Jochn Albhert Thomas,
Fabert Franklin Thomas, and “.John Doe™ and "BLl1Y Znapt oo
pravide informatlion to assure a clear title to 1023 acres of
lapd 1in the northwest portion 9FfF the Mufiiz Rancha Eor no
copsiderabion (recorded an 28 ppril 1913). (\BREFEREMNCES: Likber
? of Deeds, Fage 7, Sonama County Recerds; entered 1o Judgement
Book S, Page 152, Superior Court of Senema Counky .  SOURCE:
Dgad Book of Barbara Plack, pages 287, 289, and 291.1

* l8lg~-5Sale by Aaron Schroyer to Albart Feter Eckaert and
Marcadaz Call Eckert of (possihly) 2, 6iR acres of land
iwhlich became known a= Lhe Eckert Hanch)l for am unknown amount
{see iransackion entrles for 1873, 1 Fehruary 1324, 26
September 197B, and Eebruary 1381). [SOURCE ! "Eanta ha=a
Pregs Demograt™ article of Februacy 1981 reqgarding the estate
of Mercedes Call Egkerk .|

* 24 ceprtember 1917--Deed from (probably) the Call Family to the
Dounty of Sonocma for unknown land and for an unknown amcunt
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(recarded on 2T December 1%18)1; this was either part f the
same acklon of & Janwary 18%8 or closely relabed to L0,
|REFERENCE: Book 365, Page 346, Sonoma County Book af Official
Fecords, SOURCE: Western Title Insurance and Guacanktee
Company f(ilo the matter of the eatate of Ana Rosa Call Pearce),
dated 11 June 1957,

* 16 Marech 1%23--Easement (contsined in Deed) from the Call
Famlly to Soncma County; Ehis easement was ondoubbodly Toc
right of way owver elither the maln Tall Ranch or the Call
Famlly's Mayer Ranch (see transactlicn entcy for 4 February
1904y for the bnilding of RHighway 1, and, if so0, it was donated
along with $2,000. [REFERENCES: Boock R3, Page 145, Scncma
County Book of 0fficial Eegords: Becorder'sa Serlal Humber
12826, Sonoma County Records, SOURCES:  Western Title
Ingurance and Gearantes {ompany {in the matter af the estate of
Ana Bnosa Call Pearcer, dated 11 June Y1957; comments from
Hovamber 1903 letter of Mercedes Fearce Stafford. ]

* Z4 December 1973--Grant of Right of Way from OQscar Welson
Charles (husband of Mary hddie Call Charles} ko Scnoma County
for [repoertedly} $500 {rwecerded on 15 January 1924); this
easement wiaxs undoubtedly for right of way over the Charilex
Ranch (but probably alsc included some Call Ranch propertyd far
the pbuilding of Highway 1, and if 3n, it waz zcld for an
unknown amount, repertedly the proceeds nolpg te Dagar Chavles
went toward the purchase of a8 plano. [EEFERENHCES:  Boak 593,
Fage 426, Sonoma County Book of Official Recoards; Recarder's
Serial Humber 32758, Scnoma Cov ty Reecards. SOURCES:  Hesgkern
Title Inosurance and Guarantee C mpany (in Ehe matter nf kEhe
gxktate pf Ana BEosa Call Pearcel, dated 11 June 195%7; .omments
from Hovember 1983 letter of Mercede=s Fearce Stafforc.]

- 15 Jaguary 18974--Fasement for general road purposes ftram the
Call Famlly to either Sonoma County or the State of {allEoenla
for an unknown consideration, probably a denation.

[FEFEREWCES: Book 59, Page 424, Scnocma County Book of OFfigial
Fecords; Recorder's Serial Numbher 32753. SOURCE: {foples of
racorda regarding final =ale of the Call Ranch (in 1878) among
Lhe perscgnal papers of George Russell Raye, )

*  Japuary i1%F4--vBascoent for hlghway and incidental purposes from
the Call Family to elther Sonoma County or the State of
Califarnia for am unkneown consideratricon, probably a donation
[tecorded on 17 Januarcy 1924). [REFEREWCES: Book 59, Page
4491, Sanoma County Book of Offlclal Becords; FRecorder's Serial
Mumber 32825, SOURCE: Coples of records cegardiog final sale
af the Call Raoch (in 1%7%) anong the personal paperd of Seaorge
Busscell Kaye. ]
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* 1 Febpysry 1924--Grant of Right of Way from Al and Mercedes
{Call} Eckert bta Scnemda County: this eagement was undousbredly
for right of way over the Eckert Ranch for the building of
Highway 1, and, 1f 3o, it wes donated (9ee Eransaction entiilies
for 1872, 1316, 28 September 1378, and February 1281} (recorded
an 21 February 1924) |REFERENCE: Eook 72, Page E4, Sonoma
County Book of Offleclal Recorda. SOURCES: Weatern Tikble
Ingurance and Guarantee Company (in the matter of the sstate cof
Ana Fosa Call Pearge), dated )1 June 1957 comments from
Hovember 1983 letter of Morcedes Peratce Stafford. ]

* Pobweepn 1924 andg 1933--Basement for County road from the Call
Family (Mepcedes Call, et al) bto Sonoma County., [REFERENCE:
Book 178, rage 289, Sanoma County Beok of Officlal Recorcds.
SOURCE: Copiets of records regarding final sale oF the Call
Fanch {in 137%] among the perscnal papercs of Gegrge Ruagell
Kaye . ]

" 1 Angust l930--Easement For a perpetual rilght of way from che
all Family to the State of California for a Z00-foof strip of
lang next to Highway 1 in Fort Noss Creek (recorded 14
Septembher 193E); IREFEREMCES: Book 460, Page 28D, Snooma
County Rook of Offictal hRegords; Recarder's Serial Nomber
A-9831%9, Sonama Sounty Recorda.  SAUKCES: {alifornila
bepartment of Farks and Recreatb an Schedule of acgqulsitvions;
vaeizcern Title Insurance and Gual intee Company [in the matter of
the estate of Aana Rosa Call Pearcce), dated i1 June L377.]

* 15 Gcrpher 193%-—-Eascment for right of way from the Calil Fambly
Lo the state of California for a chaomel in Russilan ulch
srtecorded on 26 February 1%41).  [REFRERENCES: Boak H18, Fage
4897, Scpema County Boaok of QFFlclal Records: Recorder's Serial
Humber B=289%4%, Sonmoma County Recovds. SOQURCE; Western Title
Insurance and Guaraokers Coempany {in the mabtker of the estate of
Ana Rosa Call Pearcel, dated 11 Junse 1%357.]

* 1 Ootopber, 1940=-0Deed from the Call Famlly o the State af
California for an unkoown amount of land (probably related co
the krangacktion cotey of 15 October 1539 For an unknown amount
(recorded on £ February 1%41). [REFERENCE: Book 318, FPage
485, Sonoma Counky Book of Official Regords. SOURCE: Western
Title Ipsurance and Guarantee Company (in the matter of the
e3itate of Ana Eosa Call Pearge], dated 11 Jung 1957.]

* g oetober 1945--Effeat of Order of Avapdamrenlt as & result of a

petitign for the abandonment of a portisan of the former State
Highway 1o the wvicinity of Rus=sian Gulgh {recorded oo 15
fhotoher 1945) . [REFERENCES: Eook 667, Fage 146, Scnoma County
Book of Offfcial Records; Recorder’s Sevial WNumber £-1972,
Sonoa County Recarda. SOURCE:  Westerpn Thtle Insurance and
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Guarankee Ceompany {in the matkter of the estate of Ana Rosa Call
Pearae), dated 11 June 1957.1

* 16 May 1949--Complaint (Eminent Domaln), Stete of Califeenta
versus the CCall Famlly for 0.4 acres of land adjacent to the
Gtate property {for a Eapaeyr resldence) at Fort Eoss fop 3770
(Summons on L oJune 1949 note that the Call Family couwld not
zall any property and the State of California had to condemn in
order to get arcound the provislens of G.W. CTall's will.
[REFERENCES: Compliant Wumber 37878, Superior Conct of the
State of Californla in and for the County of Sonoma; Dook 977,
Fage 384, Sonoma County Boak of Diflcial Records;, Recorder's
Gerlal MHumbey D-168447, Sonoma County Recards,  SOURCES:
Californla Pepartment aof Parks and RAecreation Schedule of
hoqulsitions: California Depactmant of Parks and Recroatian
letter froem thelic Semlor Laod Agent,. dated & April 1983;
Western Title Insurance and Guarantee Company (in the matter of
the estate of Ana Rosa Call Pearse}, dabted 11 Jupne 1957

* 20 July 1950==Fimal Order of Condemration transfercing 0.4
acryes aof lapd adjacent fo the State properly at Fork Bass Erom
tihe Call Family to khe 3tate af Callfornla dvecorded an 71 July
13501 . [REFEREHCES: Ceompliant Pumber 27878, Superiar Caurc ol
the State of Calilfovrnmia in and or the County of Sonoma; Book
971, Fage 184, Soncma County Book af Official Records
Recorder's Serlal Humber D-1B442, Sanoma County Recar .8,
SOURCES: Californoia Department of Farks and Becreatian
Sehedule of Acquisitlons; Californla Department of Parks and
Fecreation letter from their Senior Land Agent, datsad & April
198%; wWestern Title Insurance and Guoarantee Company (io the
matter af the estate of Ana Bosa Call Prarce), dakted 11 June
1957; caoples of recerds regarcding final sale of the Call Ranch
tin 1979 among the personal papers of George Ruszsell Haye.)

" 4B Bpril 1950--Grant of right of way from the Call Family to
Pacifin Talaphona and Talagraph Company for an unknauwn
amount (recorded on 23 June 19500, [EEFRERENCE: Hook %71, Page
129, Sgnoma County Book of (fFFigial Hecerds) Hecarder's Serial
Mumher D-16310, Sonoma County Becords. SOURCE:  wWestern Title
Insurange and Guarantee {orpany {in the matter of the estate of
Ana Ecsa Call Pearce], dated 11 June 19573

* 23 August 1%50--Deed from (probably) the ©all Famlly to the

Gtate of California for uvunkpnown land and for an unkoown amount
(recorded on 25 Occober 19500, 1t is unknown ak this time if
this transaction 1ls related to that of 26 May 19419,

{FEFERENCE: Pook 1001, Page 54%, Sonoma County Book of
Dfficial Reoords., SZURCE: Western Title Insurance and
Guaranteer Comupany (in Ehe matter of the exstate of Ana Roaa fall
Poearce], dated 11 June 13%57.]
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1l February 198952~-Grant <of right 9Ff way from the Call Famlly to
Faclfic Gazx and Elactric Company {or an unknawn amount
(tecorded on 19 March 19%2); this was undoubtedly for the
initial elght of way for the lnstallaticn of electric power to
Fort Ross and the north Songma County coast (hefore this time,
pecple had some 3ort of electelc power generatblon syster) .
[REFERFENCE: Recorder's Sevial Mumber D-2874, Sonoma County
Fecords., SHIECE: Western Title Insurance and Guarantec
Company [In the matter o the estate of Ana Bosa Call Pearccl,
dated 11 June 1857.]

4 Becembar 1952-=-Rlght of Way {Eminent Domalmd from the Call
and Eckert families to Pacific Gas and Elechric Company
[tecorded &n 7 January 1953--Complalnt waszs dated 25 July 1925;
Summons wWas dated 5 Buguat 1952; Amendment to Complaint was
dated 26 Hovemrberv (3532 and Judgement of Copndempation was daced
gomet ime in 1957 this was for rlght of way over the land
hetween Hlghway 1 and the acean, [REFERENCES: Book 1179, Fage
335, Sonoma County Book of Offirial Records; Complaint Huamberc
37338, Superlor Court of the Stete 0f Callfernia in and For Lhe
County of Honomal Recorder's Sep A1 Moember D-73550, Soanoma
County Begcords, SOURCES: California Department of Pe ks and
Eecreation Schedule of Acquieiciaone; copies of couwgt @ o:cords
among the peracnal papers of George Hugsell Rave, )

1 Hovembey l9h3--Agreement between the Call Famlly and Rardin
T. Cheoowath, William €. Chanowath, and Leslie C.
Chenowath for the right te cut and market timber oo deslgnated
areas [B.9., excluding Eork Ress Gulch, the Pienle Grounds, and
cther areas] of the Call Famlly's Fort Ross Ranch; this
agreement was resclnded apd replaced with anobther agreement,
dated 15 December 1955, Lhat was scheduled bEo berminate an 31
Cecemiper 1967 (the agreeme=nt stipulated thabk neo treca under
Epecifled sizes wore to be cut: redwood trees 0o smaller than
20 inches 20 feet above the ground, and fir brees no smaller
than 20 inches at a point four and ene-half feet ahove the
ground, both measurementsa inaide the barck}. [GMIRCE:  Copy of
agreement Among bthe personal papers of Gegrge Rugsell Kave ||

23 Japnuary 195f~--Flpal Order of Condemnation For land fram
{(probahly) khe €all Family to the State nf California far
unknown land and for an unknown amount: this 1= probably the
final legal action related to the transactlon of 2% Decemher
13E1. [EEFERENCES: Suit HWumber 39511, flled in the Office af
the Clerk of Fonoma County; Recorder's Serial Humper E-F1734.
SOURCE: Weskterp Title Tnsurance and Guarantees Company (in the
macter of the estate of Ana Ross Call Pearce), dated 11 June
1957; coples of records regarding fimal sale of the Call Raoch
fin 19789 among the petsanal pagpesrs of Geerge Ruszell Eaye.]

1
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' Jupne 1957--Agresment betwsen bthe Call Family and Clark Nalaan
ro harvest tan bark f(at %10 per cord) in designated areas of
Lhe Call Family's FTort Fosxz Ranch; this agreement was =scheduled
to termipnate on 31 December 1957. [SOIECE: Copy of agreement
amang the perscnal papers of George Ruaaaesll Haye. ]

* l957--Agreement between the Call Family and Auatin HeBain te

cut and purchase fir piling or poales (for 5¢ per lineal foot)
an limited areas of kthe Call Famlly's Fort Ross Ranch; this
agreement. wa3 scheduled to terminate three years after the date
of gigning (the agreement stipulated that treess must be 16
inches or under at a polnt four and one-half feet abowe the
ground, measuring inside the khark). {(SOURCE: Copy of
agreement, among the per=zgnal papers of George Russel) Kaye,]

* pbput 1957--Bale by Barbara Metcades Charles Black

{davghter of O0scar and Mary Cl rles) and Gaorge Henxry Black
nf thely Timhey {ove property [ nherited by Barkacal ko
developers for abeut 3154 per escre, [SOURCE: memory |

* 15 June 13€0=--Final oDecder of Judgement of Condernation Eor an
eazement for electric tranamission and disceibution lines and
for incidenkal purpeses {California Department of Parks and
Becreatlon records indicate the dakte of this document to be 2
Auguse 1957 from the Call Family to Faclflc Gas and Electrlc
ompany for lines near the Fort end gcross bthe ficlds down the
coagk fram the Fort {recorded oo 20 June 1960% . [REFEREHCES :
Book 1784, Fage 13, Sonoma County Bogok of Dffigial Records:
Eecorder's Serlal Humber G-14B32, Sonoma County Records,
SOORCE: Califcrnia Department of Parks and Recreatlon Schedule
of Acguislticons; copits of records regarding final sale of the
Call Ranch {in 13%7%) among the peracnal papecs of Gecrge
Fussell Raye.|

* 29 December 13%6]1--Sale {by rondemnatlon, augmented By court
judgement) of 35%3.0 acres of land {the California Department of
Farka and Recreation Schedule of heogquisitians states that Chis
figure i3 3453.0 acres, which iz believed to be lpcorrect) hy
the Call Family to the State of California for about $236,000
{itncluding about 50,000 for the timber, sSome upknown amount
for the puildings, and an unknown set price per acee far che
land--verbal infa from Geocrge Kaye tLhat must be confirmedh--the
first offer Ly the 5tate was about 5114, 000 (needs to be
confirmedr: this land covered an area from the downcoast
boundary aof the Call propecty to about where the current
Vigitor Center parking 1ot i3 a2 from the acean to the edge of
the Ruszszian Qrehard, and it ing wded all bulldings ac the mailn
ranch fagpility, the store, and Limber In Fort Ross COrock
trecovded on 8 Janwary 1262). The land was offlsiall
transferred to the Department of Parks and Recoeation by the
Department of Transpartabtian oo 16 March 1976. [REFEREHCES:
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Baok 1865, Page 795, Soncma County Book of OfFiclal Records;
Book 3057, Page 3161, Soncma County Book of Officlal Records;
Pecorder's Serlal Humber G-7&332., SOURCES: "Sanla Rosa Pross
Cemocrat™ arkicle of February 1981 regqarding the estate of
Mercedes Call Eckert (that indicated the acreage was 253);
other newspaper articles; wverhal gomments by Call Family
mempera; coples 0f records regarding final sale of tha Calt
fanch {(inm 1978) among the perzonal papers of George Bussmil
Kaye.]

* July l9fd--Easement from the Call Family to Pacific Telephone

and Telegraph Company [(recorded on 20 July 1964y . [REFERENCE:
Book Z060, Page 1B9, Sonoma Cowuaty Book of Qfficlal Recorda.
SOURCE: Copics of records rega ling final sale of the Call
Fanchh {in 137%] among the persce 1l papers of George Brasell
Kaye. |

* 19 Febryary 1265--Filing of "Record of Survey of Lands of bhe
State of Califarnda in the Muniz Rancho™, [REFEREWCE:  Rook
10y of Mapa, Page 59, Sonoma County Records, SOURCE: Copy of
Grant Easementk hetween the Call Family and Continencal
Telephane Company of California described in the transaction of
Januwary 1977, prowvided by Laurie Carr Horn, )

* 1 october 1963%--ILease of the "Fart Ross Rangh" and the PEmith
kanch® from members of the Call Family and Edward J. Furloog
for 51,500 each six months for a perlod of throee years; this
Was renewed by Carlea haa Call, George Call Pearce, Carlo=s
Faarce, Madelin Marcedas Rose Call wWillig., Ramona
Elirabsth Cnll Schusrman, Geacrge Rusaszsll EKaye, Hercedes
Call Eckasart, Mercedes Pearce Stafford, Lauris Carr Aheo
as Erecuttlx of the EFstate of Laura Call Carp, Naoml Ailsen
Cucechl, ¥ive Laiva Fays Tomlin, Barbara HMercedes Charles
Black, and Joen Charlea Willlamszon on 1 Octaber 1971 for
ancther three year perlod {and was probably renecwed
pericdicaliy until the main Call Reanch =85 3ald io 19791,
[SOURCE: Copy of lease agreemont Lrom the papers of Laurle
Carr Horn (formerly Laurie Carce Aha) L]

" July 13689--Formatlon of the Call Teort Rosa Propacbtlas
Aanpciatlon, iocluding those pegple named in the kransactian
of 1 Gctober 1943 {Carleos Call, George Pearce, Carlos Frarce,
Hadelin Willig, Eamgna Schuermar Gearge Kaye, Mercedes Eckert,
Mercedes Stafford, Laurie Aho, B oml Concchi, VWiva Tomling
Barhara Blacgk, and Jon Wililiamson} . [SOURCE - Copy o
Baanciacian agregment. from the papers @f Laurie Carr Earn
tformerly Laurle Carr Ahg} . ]

* 29 jgune 19%1=--Feemlt for power lines {near the group camp site

nrear Fort Boss Creek] from fhe State of Califorela Lo Facific
Telephone and Telegraph Company (oot recorded] .,  [REFERENCE:
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California Department of Parks and Recreatlon File 419_4.
ZOopCr: Califormla Department of Farky and Recreation Scheduals
of Acqulsiticns,.]

* 18 aumgust 1971--Filing of Record ofE Survey for an unknown parct
of Fhe [Call Hanch. [FEFEREN{E : Boock 160 of Maps, Pages 10 and
11, Sengma CUounty Regords, SGORCE Coples of recards
regarding final sale of the Call Ranch (in 1379} ampng the
rerspnal papers of Gearge Russell Haye.]

* 26 May 1272-=-0cint Use Agreemsnt betwesn the Redweed Empire
Tealeaphons Company and Faclfic "as and Eleckric Company [(nob
recorded] . [REFEEENCE: Califoria DReparcment of Parks and
Fecreation File 41%9.4, 3SDURCE: Californla Departmen, of Parks
and Recreation Schedule of Acguisitiona, ]

25 July 19tF--Final Ocder of Judgement af Condemnabtion For an
unknown amounk of land for the Coast Highway right-of -way EFrom
Lhe Call Famlly to the State of Califernla (or 525, E50
frecorded on 25 July 13Y2). [REFEREHCES: Book ZedB, Page 333,
Sanoma Counbky Book of Officlal Recards; Recorderc's Serial
Humber ¥M-83149; Supericr Court Number 598732, SOURCES: Coples
of records regarding final 3ale af the Call Ransh (im 1973
armona the personal papers of Ceorge Russell Kave: descriptlon
of highway included in copy of Grant Easement described in
transactlon of Januwary 1977, provided by Laveie Carr Horn.)

* 28 September 1973--Fazement {(bhy Jjudgement in Seonoma County
Superlor Court] for travel by vehloles and on foot granted £rom
Lthe Call Famlly Lo Robect M. Hoore, ot a8l (recorded on LD
Dotober 1973} thilis probably cegards property in "Turner
Canyon near the eastern property line that was near the branch
wf the Gualala River., [REFEREMCES: PBook 2804, Page 143,
vanoma Counkty Book of Dfflctal Records; Recorder's Serlal
Number H-%14951., SOQURCE: Ceoples of records cegacdlng final
gale of the Call Ranch {in 213792)] amang the peracnal papers of
Ceorgo Russell Eaye. |

* 15 Hovenpber 1%73 and 11 April 191d--TransEer of approximately 3
acres of land Ercm the Californ a Department of Transportaticno
and the transfer of abandoned u “1iky right of ways From
Faciflc Gaz and Electriec Company atd Pacific Telephone and
Teleyraph Company to the Department of Packs and Beco akicn
{recorded on 28 Rovember 1973 and 1& HMarch 19376}, thi:
transaction was regardiog bthe abandened Highway 1 Ehat became
surplus when the hiqhway was re-routed around the Foreth.
[REFERENCEL :  Rook 2819, PFage 43, Sonoma County Book of
Official Recorda; bBoaok 3057, Page 16l, Sonoma Cowunty Book of
Qfficial Records, SOURCE: California pepartment of Parks and
Recreation Schedule of Acgulsitions.)
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* 14 May 1374——Record of Survey for an unknown park of the Call

Fanch. [|REFERENCE: Pook 219 of Maps, Fages 44 and 45, Sonoma
County Records. SCUBRCE: Copies of records regarcding finsl
sale of the Call BPanch (in 1973) amcng the persapal papers of
George Ruzsell Eaye. ]

* 22 September 1979 and 20 Mowvenper 1975--Transfer of .24 acres
of land fram the County of Sonoma tao Ehe Californla Department
of Parks and Eecreaticon; this lwnd was the abaodoened Fart Ross
Boad fup to the ridge from Fork Bossp Ehat became surplus whan
Highway 1 was re-routed around Lhe fork, [REFERENCES -  Book
3007, Fage 93, Sconoma County Book of Qfficlal Records: Bock
3020, Fage 790, Scnoma County Book of Qfflclal Records.

SMIECE: (allfornia Bepartment of Farkz and Recreatlon Schedole
of Acgulsitions.|

* 29 July 19375——-Grant eed of 2349.12 acres of land anod water,
lnares=s, and 2gress rights in ao unknown location hy the Call
Famlly te the State of Califocrnia {Callfornda Department of
Farks and Recreatilan records lndicate the date of thig grant
wag 14 June 1976} for $237,134.98 {recorded on 22X September
19761 ; this land was located up the hill from the 29 December
i%6}l acguizition, and it ilnctuded the Russian Qrohard, part of
the Calil Picnic/Ruzsian Logglng area, and wariqus water rights.
|REFERENCES: Book 312%, Pages 83, B4, BZd4, B2Y9, and B13,
Sonoma Counky Pook of Officlal Records; BRecorderfa Serial
Humbuvrz R-STOTD, B-5T0MLl, R-537972, R-37073, and R-57074.
SOfRCES: Callforola Department of Parks and Recreation
Schedule of Acquizitions; California Department oF Parks and
Regreation letbter from their Senior land Agent, dated & April
1989; rcopies of recerds regarding final sale of the fall Ranch
(in 13979} among the per=pnal paperz of Gearge Russell] Kaya.]

* 10 November 1976--Easement for an underground telephone linpe

[rom Scabte of Califocnia Deparkment of FParks and Becreaklon to
Facifie Telephone and Telegraph Company {not recorded); bEhis
rasemkent wiks o0 the norbth 5ide of Hlagbwady 1 just ta Ehe weat of
Ehe roedad aup Lhe BELL from the Pirk eokrance. (REFERENTE:
Califoroia Depactment of Parks nd Reocroatlen Flile 429.46.
SOORCE: Callfornia Deparctmenkt r £ Farka and Reoreatioes Sclhiedule
of Acqulsitions. )

* Depcoamber 1976--Easement (by condemnatlien) for communications
facilities and incidental purpeosez from the Call Family to
Pacific Telephane and Telegraph Coempany [(recorded on 21
December 1376}, [REFEREHCES: Beek 3187, Page BZl, Soncma
Counly Book of Qffilecial Reeonrcds, Recorder's Serial Humber
F-T7843%, S0URCE: Copies of records regacding [inal asale of
the Calil BRanch (in 19789) amoeng the personal papercs of George
Ruszzell Eaye.]
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. 10 January 1877--Easement for 10-foak wide undercground

compunicaticns from the Callfornla bDepartment of Fark= and
Fecreation to the Continantal Telephons Company of
California [(recorded oo 9 Febhruary 1977} ; this ¢casement is at
least partialiy located at the lntercsection of Highway 1 and
Ehe upcoocast end of Ehe highway abandoned when tEhe road was
re~routed around the Fort, [REFERENCE: Book 3187, FPage B98,
Sonoma County Book of Qfficlal ecordas. SOURCE: Calilornia
bepartment of Parks and Recreat on Schedule of Acvquisitions. )

* Januaxyy 191i--Eazement foy 10-foor wide underground
communications from the Call ¥ort Reogs Praperties Rasogiation
to the Continental ‘felephone Company of Callfgrniar this
easement wag on (all Family property adjacent teo that descrihed
in the trangaction of 10 January 1377, [SOBCE: Caopy of Grank
FEagement from the flles of Lawurle Carr Horno.]

* 20 Jagpuary 1978--Sale of 143.5% acres of land by the €all Family
ta the State of Callicranlsa for 502,250 irecorded an 20 Maech
1978y this land was logated up the coast fyxom Che 20 December
136] acqulsitien, and it incleded the land hetweean Highway 1
and the ocean {but not all the way up the coast to Kolmer
Sulchy . [REFERENCES: PBook 2268, Page 98%, Sonama County Book
of ©ffFielal Recocds: Book 23469, Pages L, 13, 23, 31, 3%, &and
47, Sonema County Book of Gfflcial Records; Becorder's Serial
Mumbey $<83394, SOURCES: Californla Cepartment of Parks and
Eecreation Schedule af Acquisitions; Californla Department af

Parks and Recreation letter from their Senior Land Agent, daked
6 Bpril 19489.]

* 28 September 197T8--Sale of 1,3118.27 acres of land by Ehe Estate
of Merecdea Tall Eckert to the Stakte of Califernia for
51,014,000; this land was loecatoed down Lhe coast from tEhe 219
December 1961 acquilsitloen between Highway 1 and the ocean, and
it included all land of the Eckert Ranch betweon Highway 1 and
the ocean flncluding the campgraond) except for that
surrounding the ranch buwildiag ‘cthe "Red Barn®™ complex) and a
wiery small parcel near the down 2ast boundary (3ee al-o the
transaction entries of 1873, 1916, 1 Febrvary 1924, & .d
Frbruary 1981). [REFERENCE: Book 3458, Page 344, Sc .oma
County Book of DIfficial Records. SOURCES: allfornia
Depattment of Parks and Eecreation Schedule of Acquisitions;
Califorpnla Cepartment of Parks and Recreation letter feom thelr
Seplor Langd Agent, dated € April 1989}

P 4 September 1279--Sale of the cemainder of the maln Call Ranch
{3,087 acres, acocording toe the sale agroeanent) by the Call
Family to Fibs:board Corporation for 53,050,000 (Flberboarcd
wag a wholly owned gubsidiary of Louisiana Pacifle Company
which waz later [in late 19BB/early 19%E9| spun off due to
Louvislana Paclflc'"s concern about Fibherboard's legal probicems
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with regard to aszbestos}). |SOURCES: Caples of records
regarding fipal zale of the Call Ranch among the persanal
papers of Geprge Russell Kaye: Information from other
approprlate transaction entries, above,]

* 4 Septegber 1979--Recreational igreement ketween Elberbcard

Corporatlon and some members of Ehe fall Family cover.ng 9._853
acres, a redwood grove called "The Island™ that is it the
flalds near Keolmer Gulgh; rental wag 31 per year favr a ten year
perliod, to be pald at the beglnnling of Lhe agrocment perlod,
tepewable {or ten-yoar porclods,  [SQURCE: Coples of records
cegacding among the personal papers of George Bussell Kaye. |l

*  Jgapuwary/Fepruary 19f1--%ale by Lhe estate of Mermedes Calt
Fckert to the Sopar-Whesler Company {a lumbor company) of
about 1,509 acerea of lapd dehe remalider of the Eckert
Ranch--gee transactian entries of 1873, 1916, 1 Februacy 1924,
and 2B September 1978y For 51,300,030, [SOURCE:; "Santa Rasa
Press Democrat" article of February 1381 regardipg the estate
of Mergedes Call Eckert.]

L May J13B2-=Lease Agreement between the California Deparkment
of Parks and Recreation and David Padottl and Haucana
Padotti covering land between the Forl Ross Reef Campgoound
and Jewell Gulch and between llighway 1 and the ococan (nob
recorded] ; the lease terminated on 20 April 1986. |REFEREHNCE:
Califoarria Deparcment of Parks and Recrcabion Lease Number
6471, BS0OURCE: <Calilifocrnia Department of Farks and Regreatcian
Echodule of Acguiszsitiens.|

1 May 18%EZ--Campground Recreation Lease Agreement hetween the
Califorala Departmenl of Parks and Recreatian and Dawvid Fedarri
and Maurene Pedortl covering land at rhe Fort Aoss Reef
cappyraund (ool recorded) s the lease was Eor Joint use,
overflow parking, and gracing, nd it terminated on 3] Octcher
198¢, [REFERENMCE: California <¢parktment of Packs ara
Recreation Lease Humber 6472, BOURCE: Callforcnia D prarbment
of Parks and Recreaticon Schedule of Aequisitions. ]

* 10 December 198%--Sale/donatiaon hy Fiherhoard Corporacion to
Save The Radwoodsx Laagua (headed by John Dewitkd) oF
1,0753/1,082 acres of land (a total of 2,157), the sale porticn
Eor $3,000,330 and the donated portlon appraised at 53,000, 000;
this land 15 all thit remaining Call Fanch land between the
ocean and Sea View Road and norch te Eelmer Gulch that waa not
already part of Fort Ross State Hilstoerle Park. This propecty is
scheduled to e 340ld to che Callifoenla Department of Parksa and
Becreatlicn in April 1990 for £1,5040,000, complebting an
agregment. that was included 1o the Bond Act of Junc 1938 for
acgulsition at Fort Eoss, [SOURCES: MHewspaper arkicles of the
San Francisco CRAronicle (20 December 19893}, the Press Demacrak
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(20 Dacember 1%83), The Bodegs Bay Mavigakor (21 December
1929), and the Indepandent Coast Gbserver [22 December 198%) .3

* 17 Marchi/ppell 1990--5ale to the Californlia State Coastal
Consscvaney to acguire 2713 ageres of land from Barbara Mergedes
{Charles) Black, et al (John William Stafferd [Executor of
the Estate of Mercedes Fearce Scafford], Famala Suxan Fearca
Eayman [For Cornalia Yano Bar gm Pearca)], and Aans
Hargarat FPearce Hawklps [Execr-rix of the Estate of George
Chll Pearcely [or S655,000 (agreement Lot sale was 1B Apgust
1389%) . The Coastal Consecvancy approawved an additionpa. 3211,000
on 1 March 1990 to pay for & parking loc, an access road,
hiking and wheolehdaic trails, and bwo visata polnta; when thls
work is sompleted, the land will be burped over to bhe
Cepartment of Farcks and Becreatlan for 5104, 000, and khe Costal
Conservansy %ill sign an agreement to maintaln the lamd. This
land, that was a part of the Mayer Ranch, includes all property
between Highway 1 and Ehe ocecan and extending from the State
Park's current Russian Sulch propeety {sold ta the State
presiously, but not included i0 thils lisk yeb) up the coask ko
about Meyers Gulch (the boundary of the current Black Ranchl.
[SDURCES: FProjoct Suvmmarcy ol the Callicrnia State Coastal
Consevvancy, dated 168 ARugust 1989, Wewspaper articles of the
Independant Cogst Qbserver (2 March 13201 and The Paper (1-7
Mavrch 13303 )
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HOTE :

The "Deed Book of Rarbara Black™ referred to as 2 sowece in
the phbove list 13 actually titled "Abstract of Title and
List of Incumbrances", The Songma County Abh=skract Bureau,
Santa Rosa, Soncma County, O.T. Hahmann, Manager; there la
no Jate an this "old" decurme-t. This document alsao
containg two sections entit: d "Contlnuatlon of the
Freceding Abhstract of Title®, cone (page 199 indic<-.ting it
ls subsequent to 31 December 1910 and the other (f oge 2532}
indicating it la =subaeguent to 7 April 1913 There ia a
Sticker attached te the front cover with the following
handwritten inofcrmaticon: "LbLand of J. Buoff on Muniz Ranch
and Secs 10 and 15, TAN.R1in, M.D.M." The "Deed Book of
George Washingten Call™ and its abskract= i3 a szimilar
dosumenk .

F. Kaye Tomlin
6 Bprll 1330
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EARLY RQAD BUILDING HEAR FORT ROBE

In » conrarasticon & number of yaurs sge with ay uncle, Cerlos Ssll {whe was
barn &t Fort Rope iz 18EB0 mmd liwed theare uotil bhic dakth in 1972}, ha wan
tnlklag wsboyt 1ife in the 187V0e and 185608 when a Tounty tex collector would
coms to the Fort to collect w #4 per parsco hasd tax. Eqme lohahitente,

aaring anrlly detected him coming. woyld quickly decidae to go to sas o flsh
for tha dlr o7 haed fo¥ the Bille &8 an I1RproRpty Bunting Exip, Ehusw avoeld-

ing paymant. But Carlos” father, Cacrge Washington Call, wae not the kind of
pereon ko thake such actloen. AF m rasult, the tax collector wap able to collagt
not only from deorge but mlsc from Qeaorge for all of Georgsa’a amployoas; Jaorge
rimply Seducted the B4 from weach of thalr pay. Carlos want ob to say that hila
father "m wmploFass fnsluded & muwkber o Chinsass theat had basn bhiresd to build
part of tha Conet Romd dewn the coart from the Fort.® This statemsnt pigqued my
curioelty snd got me sterted saking quite » few mores guestions.

Agzording to Cerloe, sbeout 30 o 40 Chloesess laborsrs sad an Irieh forsmen
{n‘--d Aaugn} hod baag bhirsd by hiw fathar o build & Baw rokd ilﬁng the cliffas
down the const from Fort Rosa (a diatance of about six miles) and to imprors
and widen the than existing Tomd through the Fort sad up the gonpt to Kolmar
{Kohlmar) Gulch (& distance of about 1 Wila}. The cost was 7. 000, with the
laat $8O0 used for widening the road neer Eolpesr duleh, After this job was
complated, tha craw nlec built the current (but sopswhat modifiad) romd that
gees Irom Fort Rose up to the ridgs romd (an approxiosts 2 mille projsct); thia
affort cowt George ¥1,000, which wewe later rafundsd, probably by Bonoma Qoanty.

Limitad resssrch haw shown that the Comst Road wee copplatad somatime batwasn
mid-18%3 (wheo . W. Call and his wifa, Marcedes Leiva, become tha awasrs of
the Fart) snd August 3, 1877 (the 2sts of Black Dert s Imsmcus stags holdup at
Timbar fGulch, approximetesly two kbd one=half miles down the cokat from Fort
Rosa-~ke gat ¥300 1in coin and & chack in the amcunt of §305.62). The resd was
appursctly etill cpesn in 1981 whan the stmge wen aguin bheld up at slmoet the
spms #pot a® Black Esrt s robbesrry by Dick Fallows, porslbly Galifornie’'s lamst
succmanful bandit {ooce mgmin, Djick wawr = lowar; whah he opabsd the strong bax
aftar 1t wam thrown down to him, hAs foeund no gold, ne msnay, ne chacks——-ocaly
one lattsr, snd 1t was writtsn in Chiness), Hew long the romd balow ML11 Gulch
T+arined opesn siter tha Dlgk Fellows robbosry 1ls guyresntly ootk EooWm, but 1t was
oot long<«-lmack of mdeguabts romd malnteompcs weas yodoubteadly tha primary reasoh.

* Tha Chinasse prasencs nt Fort Koss during thie {srd other} timas is = sattar
of recoerd. Willimm Otto Bealtr sod bhiw wifs, Joswphiow Hohlaer (the firet
Rrach Era ocwpnare of Fort Ross), had Chitass fooks, &8 did the oesxt. Asnch Ers
o¥nsre Jamas Divon/Charlwn Enowden Fairfax wod his wifa, Ada Esoham; the Calls
apparantly "inhearited® them. Alsc, shipping racords indicats that the Chinass
phippad "sbalcues, abelcocos shells, sad san mome® from Fort Roes to 8wn Francieco
pp & nymber of occamions batwassan Decembar 1577 snd wmt lapet Auguest 1880,



Wars it pot for Gmorgme Cepll and the Chihess ersw,. tha Comat Highway prebably
would not new go mlong thess apacteculay cliffae that prorvide weenlc Jorr for
moat and the jitters for scme. Pacaume of previcur szperisnces, bullding the
rond llnng tha cliffe waw Frnblbly not btoo Aifficult & teesk for slther to hora
ubndurtakan. It is kncwn that Jecorgs, among bhis othar pursults whils in Zoutbth
AmsTics, bad subcontracted work from "Hoomat Harry®™ Malpge (iofsacus for his
danlinpe in Fan Francissa}, including ebe bullfing ratlrasda in Chi1la &and db tha
vary stesp Andes Weunteine in Paru; sleo, if hie crawr 1a Bouth Amsrics wera
typlcal for thet tima {thes 188Cy), thay dogludad Chinwas. Opn ths other hend,
thes Chinsas and the Irish Fforsuman at Fort Ross aurwely hed roed biilding ex=
parisnhcs fo geinad in d43ffiewlt altuntions in Califarnie or the Far Wawt,

Iz October 1925, the Comrt Romd betwean Fort Roms and whet le oow cellad Herars
Grude Rond war reopensd by the Etmte of Califormiws (this iw wo importent dats
mt Fort Ross, wme tha Master Flan marks fhia #vant sa the sid of the Ranch Era
ioterprotatiooc geriod). The work toock about two Fears bo complabte, during
which thars was & considerakla debate smong peoples in tha locel aress, mome who
wantyd the Comst- Rond to go ap mnd mlopg the ridge fwharTa HIIIT] Grada RBomd opom
gotw) . Host Cml]l family manbersa warsa aupportars of the "cliffY route. They
donsted the bd-foot right-of-way over thaslr Fort Ross Aench Jlands, and Lhay
contributed 2,000 towsnrd the sxpesnes of ite coomtructicn. Al and Hercadas
{Call} Eckert mles dopated right-of-way tvar their raoch, which adjciuoad the
Call Amnch jort down the coast. Orcar and Wary (Call) Charles, whoss rahch
{now the Bleck FAsuch) sdjciowd the Eckert Rench down the cOREt, wars among
those who gppoped the cosst roote, and thay dld not doosts Tight-of-way orer
thalr pruplrtr; Lhey bellarad 1t would ba oo :urtlr* mrg] llrhl phrlic|llr
izpowssible, to Xmep the rowd opesn—=w vary rTeticowml polot 1f one Teamembers tha
racmnt wamhont &t N1l Guleh, ar wiall me pther pigoificent. lapd slidep snd
atbdeguaent road woark, Ultimetsly, tha Btats abitaited right-of-way from tha
Charleas family, mnd Qacnr ussd the monery te buy Mary » piano,

Asf a fihml notw, 1t Wiy bhe intersstiog to khow that the Call family namad meny
fantuyrsd in the Atodk k& points of refexencsd) SLther pushls 11ving io tha ktna
fnew of and usad many of thasse names, The numss on the Coaet Rond included:
Chins Elide, EBluys Elide, Hiperra Polpt ("by the time I get thers, =’ Derre “a
nll gona®}, Earthqumks Fulat, High Folnt, Bleck Bart Turn (whara th# holdup
eceurrad), Bhotgun Point (foar Black Bart), mnd Culabre Cut. Names along the
road from the Fert to tha ridge included: Ths Lene (destroyed by the rerouting
of the Comst Highway), The Water Trough. Wildcmt Turn, Tams Dawr Trea, Doubla
Parm, Ford s Rast, TWalk's Appls Trea, Caps Harn, The Hendeoma Omk, The
Pharmchote, knd The Greasn Houss. A deacription of the osthar asmer wlll hare Lo
Thhaln & teplic foar westhar discvsaisn.

F. Kays Tomlln
April 1e88
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Me. Roye Tomlin
2259 Cobblehill Flace
San Mateo, CA 94402

Tenr Mg, Tomlin:

I wam pleased to learn the Fort Roas SIP Deesd Ownerehlp Becord Draning ves
helpful to you. Book and Fege refer to the indaxing of the dociment i
the Comty Becorder’s (Hflce. "TF refers to the book title, in this cass
Iecda. "0OLH." alec refers to the book title, in this cace Fficial
Becorde, Generally, the titla "Bock of DBeads" was used in sarlisr timoes
arel wae guperseded by "Bock of (Hfilcin]l Recorde.” Currently, soms oounty
recordera are placing documents o plcrofiln. When this i dovos, the
recorging reference willl often ba &4 real rmbar ard document Ak

Dur recorde irdlcate the folloulng smounte were patd for the parcala you

saked stk
Frro=] Amowmt;
3 % TTO. 00
i aag . an
o 237,134 .93
10 H0O8 250, 00
11 1,004, 000, (WD

If I cen ba of furthear assistancs, pleass let oo koo,
Binceraly,

oo

Beninr Land Agent



