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FORT ROSS - FIELD NOTES, AUGUST 7 AND 8, 1'379

n~

On Tuesday, Augu~t 7, I traveled to Fort Ross with the intention of finding
out where utility lines,(called for in the reconstruction effort that started

r·ec~ntly) were going to be placed,and to check on reports that the archeologi~
cal site located in the old archeologist camp had been damaged by construction
activities.

When I arrived, however, I found that the grading of the

Officials' Quarters building site had exposed a number of archeological
features.

In order to record these, I changed my plans and stayed at Fort

Ross through Wednesday afternoon.

~.Cabins

-

About six or eight weeks ago, two small cabins (about 12 foot

s q u al--e' ) were built for the use of YCC kids in the camping area used by
pr ~vi ous archeological crews, located just over the first ridge from Fort
~oss.

These have continuous concrete footings with wooden superstructureS.

_ast week, Claudine Young had reported to me that on a previous visit to the
Jnit she had observed heavy equipment Ca backhoe with a front end loader?>
doing site preparation work for these cabins.

11

This included leveling''of an

3rea approximately SO feet long and 25 feet wide, located just to the north
~nd

west of the existing shower and sink.

The cabins sit with their front

doors facing out into the clearing; the backs of the cabins are near the tree
line along Fort Ross Creek.
~oof

over the sink area.

Additional construction at the site included a

It appears that the area under this canopy may have

To the best of my knowledge, the plans to build these cabins and do the

------

aOiated grading were never reviewed by the Cultural Heritage Section.
~he

plans been submitted for review, no grading would have been permitted, as

we have long been aware that this area is a Native American archeological
iite.
it.

I talked to Glenn Burch regarding this problem after I had learned of
He indicated that the work was done by Operations staff (possibly the

Area Maintenance Supervisor, I have since learned), but indicated that a
Coastal Cu1rmission permit to build the cabins had been attained.

Glenn also

indicated that he had been told that environmental clearance had been received
for the project over the teleph-a-ne from t·1ike Doyle.

I questioned Doyle on

this point, however, and he had no recollection of such a phone call.

~hile

it is frustrating that this project wasn't properly reviewed beforehand,

.t.situation becomes even more ludicrous in light of the fact that it would
appear <to me, at least> that much of the work (that is, the grading) didn't
have to be done in the first pla£e.

As I have indicated, the cabins are built

!on continuous perimeter foundations, and are not sitting directly on the
,ground.

For this reason, I cannot under stand why it. was nee essar y to attempt

-to "levelu the cabin sites.
improved by this work.

It does not appear to me that drainage has been

It looks rather like the person operating the machine

:simply got carried away moving dirt around when simply digging the trenches
:~or

the foundations themselves would have sufficed.

The work certainly hasn't

de the camp a bit more pleasant of a place to stay, as it simply turned the
lace into a dust bowl.

l0ss, behind the cabins.

Most of this

IT!::=t-f:et~i-:::tl

W-:35

simply

pu·;hr:~i

:J' •..

·r---..

the bank towards the creek.

:C_ flak~s,

>ead).
numb~r

Nas

In walking the area, I picked up a number of

as well as an olivella shell with a hole in the end (possibly a

It was also reported that the

vee

kids using the camp have picked up a

of artifacts, supposedly including a couple of projectile points.

report~d

It

that these had, however, disappeared by the time Operations staff

requested them.

The Officers' Barracks Site - The area which is to house the reconstructed

Officers' quarters was graded on July 16.

The purpose of this grading was to

level the site prior to the excavation of trenches for the continous concrete
perimeter foundation on which it is to set.

Last week,

I talked to Bill

:ollinsworth, the construction supervisor, regarding the subsurface work on
the site.

He had previously assured me that we would be notified before the

F-.dation trenches were to be dug.

On Monday morning, however, I received a

:all _rom Joe Hood, the supervi~ing ranger,

informing me that the backhoe was

>eing unloaded as we talked in preparation for this foundation work.
~ork

was completed on Monday, August 6.

r.

This

have requested of Joe that he

Jbserve this work to watch for any archeological features that might be
mcounter ed.

I also requested of Joe that he ask Tom Jewett, the

·econstruction worker, to also watch for archeological material.
~orked

Tom has

previously at Sonoma Barracks and had been sensitized to archeological

•alues by the crews monitoring the construction work there.

I had spoken to

·am last week, and he indicated that he had salvaged some artifactual material
tlready during the site grading in July.

Torn gave me a lot of help this trip,

1elping me reestablish the archeological grid across the Officials' quarters

()

\s just mentioned, we projected the archeological h-a<>r€ grid across the

~l~truction

site in order to facilitate mapping in the v,::rious intrusive

Features that had been encountered in the grading and trenching for
Foundations.

This consisted of projecting the east-west baseline through the

:>e.•flchmark on the southwest side of the fort and using that" line to set up a
~tring

line running acr·oss the site at 5 meters

)erpendicular to this ,:=.t 2.2 meters

~'-!est

~·.Jas

not~th.

The second line

also set up.

Using these lines as

Joints of reference, the string lines set up by the construction crew which
narked the outside of the concrete perimeter foundations were
··J

recorded~

e r· e the h or i 2 on t a 1 1 o cat i on s of v a r i o us a r c h eo 1 o g i c a 1 f e a t u ,~ r~ s .

I

as

intend to

jraw a map using these recorded dimensions when I return to Sacramento.

fwo archeological features that did not appear to have been excavated
'8iously wer-e the most notable finds recorded during this trip to the fort.
fhese appear to be large post holes and post casts located along the north
Ar.cr-~ ~:.. ::~

(grid north) building line.
;outhern wall.

·: tu1 t..

PreviousAwork appears to have concentrated on the

Several other smaller features,

including what appear to be

;everal smaller post holes and as yet unidentified intrusions, were also
"'ecorded.

~eature
111W

••

X - This feature is large, squarish pit which contains evidence of at

r''C-

least three posts.

The feature was first noted by Tom Jewett as the backhoe

!xcavated a pit which is to house the foundation of the fireplace that is to
) e r e c. on s t r u c ted
~uarttitiPs

wi

t h in the 0 f f i c i a I s ' Ou a r t e ,~ s •

When Tam noted large

of artifacts coming from the excayation, he halted
.

'.?

=(

lusively, it

-3ppe3r·s

that +.he

fe.-.:~tur·e

'ort·c"·i.·:;(<;

of

t''·O

-.:

~ork

h~re

to

_.:

'::it:.·r·~r.:·i··."lll/

·:qt.;.·~~-·(-?
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holes excavated into the yellow sandstone-subsoil of the site.

3(}"t- __ _3__

These are

feet square and were positioned ·side-by-side, if they were,

fact, two separate post holes.

in

Near the center of each of these excavations

exposed post casts filled with a very dark friable midden-like material
containing some charcoal and very small, very decomposed~fragments of what
appear to be redwood.

No artifacts were recovered from these two post casts.

Although it was difficult to tell,

it appears that the posts may have been

round timbers that were squared slightly.
square.

These are approximately 1 foot

The material around the post casts is a mixture of topsoil and the

sandy yellow subsoil removed from the hole.

No artifacts were found in this

packing, either.

The artifacts that alerted Tom to halt the backhoe work were located in the
u . r portion of the feature in what appeared to be a third post cast located
between the two just discussed.

On first examination, these artifacts appear

to be turn of the century objects, including numbers of fragmentary glass and
stoneware bottles, and iron hardware)including stove parts.

Fill material

that had been removed from the feature prior to my arrival and which lay in
the backhoe pit included a number of fragmentary common red brick, as well as
cut sandstone building stone.

Excavation of the remainder of the feature

suggested that the rock, and possibly the brick, were in the fill surrounding
the center post.

My strategy in handling this feature was to clean up its south face in order
to try to get a view of the profile, while recording the work as it progressed

b('
/~

•e p c•st ho 1 e character of it soon became evident.

<See slides ________ -

__________ .)

As of now <Wednesday evening), the feature has not been entirely

eCvated, although all of the artifactual material has been removed and
enough excavation done to reveal the general character of the feature.

This feature appears typ~tal of the Russian post holes previously excavated in
the area in that the holes are rather large and are generally square.

I

suggest that the feature may represent at least two, and possibly three,
phases of construction and repair.

One or both of the posts in the large,

square post holes probably date to the original construction of the building
and served as supports for the northern cell of the Officials' Quarters.
Perhaps one of the square post holes represents initial cbnstruction and the
second a Russian period repair after the first post had rotted off.

I

further

suggest that the third post hole, located between the two and containing the
t . of the century artifacts, rna: represent an even later replacement of the
underpinnings for this northern
t h i r d ( c enter)

p

$~11

and that the artifacts contained in this

o s t h o 1 e rna y have been deb r i s de p o s i ted in t h i s de p r e s s i on by

Division of Beaches and Parks personnel when the building was disassembled and
the site "cleaned up" in about 1915.

If I remember correctly, similar

artifact deposits were found in other post holes by Bryn Thomas along this
north building line.

Feature Y - This feature is another post hole located near the northwest
corner of the building site.

This feature was cut by the backhoe trench for

the foundation of the western end of the building.

It is a large, deep

intrusion in which both post cast and rock fill that surrounded the post
(See

s(_'·

slides

v-Jall of the trench was

cl!~aned

--

-----------.

)

up to expose the profile, which

~~•as

then

\

7
photographed.
rC,..ed.

The fill in the post cast, which is L~?- feet wide, was

Although few artifacts were recovered, it was interesting to note

that these would be compatible with a Russian date for the feature.

These

included two fragments of creamware, a small white glass seed bead, and
several pieces of very thin wihdow glass.

These were located near the bottom

of the post cast, which also contained a fair number of fist-size sandstone
cobbles.

Although it is possible that these artifacts fell

into the feature

after the post had rotten away or was removed, it is possible that they were
"SMALL

deposited amongAstones placed in the bottom of the hole for drainage prior to
the installation of the post.
( 1'11 h 1 FEA-T. ~~ I )
It was interesting to note that a second post holeAsimllar in size and depth

to the one discussed above Y.Jas located immediately across the trench (grid
e . ) from Feature Y.

This post hole had, however, been excavated previously,

as W-as indicated by the presence of plastic flagging tape in the bottom of the
feature.

Thus, again we have a situation similar to that of Feature X in that

there are large posts that presumably supported the sill of the building
located in pairs along its north side.

I believe that a similar pair of holes

~'1/ere also recorded along this side of the building during previous

excavations.

(i'110)

One possible interpretation of Feature Y is that it pertains to

the additions that were located west of the Officials' Quarters (as shown on
the 1817 Fedorova map) rather than the Officials' Guarters itself.

Any

further interpretations of these features will have to await mapping and
comparison of their locations with those previously recorded.

T\-,e

J oz>::'~~i::,r-·:: ;:,.;: i="•:::-2tures X 2nd Y seem to suggest that the placement of the

Quarters reconstruction is approximatelyB feet too far to the

8
.orth, if the assumption that these represent the northern building line is
:C'ect.

Although the overall dimensions of the building, as it is to be

·econstructed, seem to correspond quite well with the archeologically
jemonstrated dimensions, it appears that its placement may not be exactly
3ccurate.

Another factor that seems to confirm this statement is the fact

that the southern foundation trench did not seem to intrude into the series of
large post holes that are documented along the southern building line.

If it

Nere placed precisely on its original location, the 1 foot plus wide
foundation trench should have cut through that series of post holes, as well.
~o

such indications are present, however,

"oundation trench. (tvon:- Sa~oU·
;,,,JJ;.; At-Jr)

Dce.s

T/1/rEt-St:b-r

'\'iEf.JC.H

in the side walls of the southern
IS

-sr.:· './D ,.,; ~~ L

CloSIZ

-t-o

1"?..,/J~.

-:•k.:(:.:JJAL..

po<;-r /-1 c L c. S - ,;:: .::' .._-:: i-"",

A P'':)

Several other features were exposed in the trench and in the leveled area,
w . I was not able to excavate or really examine in any detail due to lac!-< of . . . ,_
time.

We did attempt, however, to record their locations and I will plot
( EfATVf$ w)
these on a site map.
These include a large intrusion"near the northeast

corner of the building, which appears to be on a line with Features X and Y.
· {Pe11TVi'?-E:f)
One other very small postAwas located slightly north of the north line of the
c;: ne..
In the south wallAsouth foundation
building near the center of the site.
trench, several very large intrusions were exposed in the side walls.

I

presume that these represent the outhouses that were recorded in 1976 and
previously, as seems to be confirmed by the presence of string, flagging
(F""::.r:T. \ • \q 7o- '7\)
plastic, etc., in these intrusions <although oneAdoes)not contain clear
evidence of such recent material; there are no historic artifacts in in
either, however.)

b(~~ding.

(See map ____ .)

0-r::.-~~~ II~)

Another previously excavated post holeAwas

Allother large shallo~->J intrusion ~'las noted along the ~--J•?st foundation·~

,-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I.
{tJo'T ~\"H>•._jt.J

trench.~ This does not appear

wC

-.:mcountered in it.

textur~,

!=""vTvi:'f: t-.Jon;;~)

o f'J lJ'.ll. \)- SEt.

to have been a post hole, although no artifacts

The fill

in this intrusion was of a strange color and

suggesting that it may contain large quantities of rust.

Hopefully,

the area west of the building will be more carefully investigated in the
fJtu~e prior to any further reconstruction attempts.

The next order of business as far as the construction crew is concerned is to
build the forms and pour the foundations for the building.

Because of this,

the primary emphasis today and yesterday was to examine the trenches in order
to clear them for construction of the concrete forms.

Bill Collinsworth

indicated that when they have hired more crew members he intends to clear the
surface of the graded area within the perimeter of the building, which should
give us a better look at the site and assist us in identifying any other
ir.usive
buil~ing.

~eatures

It appears that the sandstone substrata is higher on the east and

dips to the west.
clear~d

that might be located within the perimeter of the

Thus, while the east end of the building site has been

entirely to this deposit, making intrusions filled with darker top

soil fairly obvious, the western end of the building site still contains a
considerable amount of dark,

loamy, midden-like material.

Thus, this makes it

difficult to discern the outlines of any intrusions that may be locate_d in
this area.

Tom Jewett did recover a number of artifacts from a single

(FEAT:_
l•.-~_2)
,..

location in the western end of the building in a hole that he reported went to
a depth of about 30 inches below the ground surface.

This area is still

uncleared, however, making it impossible to determine the precise location
from \'-lhich this material came.
~as

He did indicate that this pocket of artifacts

locat0d about 28 feet grid south ahd slightly west of the flagpole that

sr \.._.1'-

-, just to the north of the building site.

This would put this deposit

/0
1bout on line with the other features. believed to represent the historic north
>cding line.

This material appears to be very similar in character to that

·ecovered from the center portion of Feature X; that is, turn of the century
}lass and stoneware.

It seems likely to me that what Tom encountered in this

3rea was, again, fill

in the ~ole left by the rotting and/or removal of these

timbers during the circa 1915 cleanup of the site.

Again, hopefully, clearing

Jf this end of the building site will indicate the locations of any other
features previously excavated or as yet undetected in this area.

I felt it was quite fruitful to talk to the construction crew and indicate
some of the sorts of archeological resources that we should be aware of and
t."COrd.

I discussed the upcoming utility trenching locations with Bill

Collinsworth in general terms; he plans to stake these out next week, in order
t . we can investigate them prior to their excavation by backhoe.

He

,,

indicated that the interior of the Officials' Quarters building will be left
exposed for some time, so it will be possible for us to do some further
investigations here at such time as we come to do testing along the utility
line routes.

Bill also indicated that

~uc~

of the loose fill material that

was removed from the Officers' Ouarters site will be removed shortly.

At

present, much of this is scattered to the south and west of the building
site.

I specifically requested thatJin picking this material up for

transportation, they were careful not to cut through the previous ground
surface,(which is fairly clearly indicated by the sod} in order that no
further disturbance is done to any archeological evidence of the buildings
located in this corner of the fort.

i(

I also asked Bill to inform me as soon

.~ r· det~ that I might schedule time to get up to observe this work in progres5-

1\
3nd possibly avoid some of the problems we have in trying to deal with
tOill'es uncovered on the Officials' Quarters site.

'

G-7555C
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AUGUST 16-17, 1979

On Thursday and Friday, Bob Docken and I travelled to Fort Ross to continue
the archeological cleanup work that I had begun last week.

Work at that time

had indicated a series of previously unrecorded post hole features along the
north line of the building.

This new evidence appeared to indicate that the

reconstruction as planned would result in the building being slightly off of

•

its historical location and approximately three feet wider than it should be •
Last weekend I completed a map of the site, incorporating the newly-found
features as well as all of the previous work that had been done (1956, 1970,
1971, 1975, and 1976).

On Monday, August 13, I showed copies of this drawing

to Fritz Riddell, who told me to pass this information to Earl Carlson, the
project architect.

Additionally, I briefly discussed our alternatives with

Earl ((1) Continue with reconstruction of the building as layed out; (2) Do
slight adjustment to the location of the foundation trench in order to bring
the building into closer alignment with its historic location; and

(3) Redesign the building in order to make it the proper dimensions, as
indicated by the archeological data).

The latter sounded like quite an

expensive proposition, and as the wrong information upon which the existing
plans ;.;e!"'e based hcd been provided by our section,

c:~d

f')t p:"ess the

:::-,s.~ter.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------13

We discussed other possible explanations for the newly encountered features;

<:)

by that point it had become apparent that more field work would be needed to
verify or refute this new interpretation.

On Wednesday, Bill Pritchard, Mike Tucker, Glenn Burch, and I briefly ··
discussed the new findings at lunch time.

We, again, discussed other possible

explanations for the new features, although none seemed more plausible than
the likelihood that they represented the north side of the building.

As I

understood it, Bill, Mike, and Glenn preferred to have the project go ahead as
planned in fear that a major reevaluation of the building design might well
result in a prohibitive increase in project costs that might in turn radically
delay or even cancel the project.

At the time, given that drastic scenario

(possible death of the project), I agreed with them •

•

Later Wednesday afternoon I had a long discussion with Jerry Stanley, OSA,
regarding building placement, dimensions, and
utility lines.

~

subsurface work for

I, at this time, was still assuming that redesign of the

project to make the building reflect the archeological realities was
unfeasible.

Jerry and I discussed the various options on the placement of

utility lines in some depth during this conversation.

I had discussed these

previously with Earl, and he agreed to prepare a drawing reflecting these
possibilities to which we could respond as far as the cultural resource
mitigation needs.

By Thursday morning, the day we were to leave for Fort Ross, it had become
c:ear ttat the new information and the question of the actual size and
-,

(_:_

placement of the building compared with that of the reconstructed version, had

2

become an issue rather than simply an interesting set of archeological data.

<=)

I returned the call to Dale Buschke, Assistant District 2 Superintendent.

I

agreed to stop by the district headquarters in Santa Rosa on our way to Fort
Ross and deliver a copy of our map to him and discuss the possible
interpretations.
meeting.

Dale, Bob

~

Dockjn~,

Lloyd Geissinger, and I attended this

Lloyd, the Russian River Area Manager, was very concerned about the

situation, and was adamant about wanting to bring the question into the open,
get all of the facts and possible alternatives on the table, and get input
from all involved parties within the Department as well as the Fort Ross
C'l..<- \<..:e:::N

Advisory Committee.

We all agreed it was appropriate to ask

EarlJ~to

halt any

(~.V~rt..TE~S

further work on the official's corridors until such a meeting could take place
and a decision that was mutually satisfactory reached.

By this time, it was

obvious that this was the only acceptable course of action; I regret that I

•

had not perceived the situation for the sensitive issue it was, but had rather
taken a defeatist attitude that nothing could be done, that it was too late to
make any changes.

Lloyd's rhetorical question, "How are we going to explain

to park visitors for the next 200 years why the building is the wrong size and
is in the wrong place", really seemed to put the short-term expediencies and
long-term realities into perspective.

After the meeting, Bob and I had lunch, bought groceries, and proceeded to
Fort Ross.

By this time it was mid-afternoon.

We worked late and then went

to the old archeologist camp and had a fine dinner with Joe Hood, Tom
;"

and Rosalee.

~rzws--rr
J~,

We worked through the following day (Friday) until about 6:00

and returned to Sacramento, arriving about 9:30.

3
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Descriptions of the archeological features (post holes) found, cleaned up, and
recorded, follows below.

These are shown on the accompanying map, which is an

updated version of the drawing prepared last week.

Bob Dock~n, a historian

who generally works on mining-related research, was of great assistance in
this venture.

Our strategy was to clean

u~·the

upper surfaces of the

intrusive features, exposed by grading of the building site, and vertical
faces of those features which had been cut by the foundation trenching.
depended heavily on the vacuum cleaner for this cleanup work.

We

In most cases,

some excavation was involved in order to get a clear horizontal section of
each feature.

a.

This was done with pick, shovel, and tnaw}•

Because of lack of

time, detail plans were completed for some but not all of the new features.
We did take a number of color slides of each feature.

Toward the end of the

day, Bob outlined the post hole intrusions with red flagging tape, and the
post casts within the post holes with white string in order that the
composition and location of features would be clearly shown in the
photographs.

I climbed up on piles of lumber in the porch railings of the new

commandants house just before we left and took overall photographs of the
building site; the flagging tape made the location and alignment of the
features very obvious for these photographs.

Newly recorded features along the north building line are described below
(from east to west):

(A 1.--So

4

FEATURE W:

(see map for grid coordinates)

0
This large post hole, which was cut by the east foundation trench, appears to
have supported the northeast corner of the building.

The post was

approximately 40 ems wide, as indica ted by the post cast·s.

The post hole

itself is about 90 ems wide; rocks were packed in the hole around the post
(see slides nos.

____ ).

The post hole was about 92 ems in depth below

the present graded ground surface.

A portion of the fill in the post casts

was removed from the trench side wall.

Several artifacts were recovered

Wfi'Dt.-'C.~~~

including a rectangular piece of retAiron, which was recovered near the center
of the post casts about halfway down.
itself is about 52 ems wide.

The lower portion of the post hole

A shallower intrusion adjoins the deeper post

hole on the north.

FEATURE Z:

""-""'(

41

...

This large post hole is about 80 ems wide and 90 ems long (east to west).

The

cast of a rectangular post is clearly visible in the western side of the hole
(see slides
and 53 ems long.

____ ).

The post itself appears to have been 40 ems wide

Two small upright redwood post remnants stand in the east

end of the post casts, which is filled with the typical dark brown-gray top
soil that covers the surrounding area.

Of particular interest in Feature Z

are several fired red brick fragments that are embedded in the packing
material surrounding the post casts.

One of these appears to exhibit a

co!E,lete, ceasurable width (about 5-3/l.J inches).

The bricks r.:.anuf8.ct\..1red in

the area by the Russians are or have appeared to have been wider than the

5

II

common American red brick (4 inches).

As the brick has not been removed, we

are not sure if the length dimension will be obtainable.

Presen~;

of the

._)(...e.,

,., ! \

brick in the packing around the post~~--~~ to the interpretation of this
as being a Russian feature.

It would appear that the area containing this

feature was excavated in 1971.

Apparently it was not identified as such at

that time.

FEATURE X:

A series of three adjoining post casts.

(See last week's notes).

FEATURE U:

A

w
This feature is a series of poorly defined intrusions into the underlying
yellowish decomposing sandstone.

I was still working on these late Friday

afternoon so have not fully delineated them.

One almost circular intrusion

(20-25 ems in diameter) does contain fragments of redwood and may be post
casts.

This feature may consist of a small post casts and/or a series of

rodent burroughs.

This feature could additional examination.

FEATURE
V:
---· .__ ..,.,...

..__ .
-'

c.
~

~

This is a large oval-shaped post hole about 125 ems long· (east to west) and
60 ems wide.

The post casts, which is filled with the typical dark top soil,

6

lS

contains a substantial amount of wood including fairly well preserved
in the upper surface.

____ .)

(See photo nos.

36 ems wide and 70 ems long.

~

knot

The post cast- is about

The eastern side of the post casts was poorly

defined, however, making it difficult to estimate the original width
(east-west) of the post.;. Location of the wood in the casts suggests that the
posts was at leat 46 ems wide in this dimension.

The fill in the hole

surrounding the post casts contains a typical of decomposed sandstone and
sandstone rocks.

Several glass, ceramic, and metal artifacts were encountered

in the eastern side of the post casts.

On first examination, these appear to

be late 19th or early 20th century objects.

Feature V and the next two

features to the west were dug, at least in part, into the underlying sandstone
bedrock, which uplifts towards the surface in this area within the western
foundatton trench itself; however, the stratigraphy appears to be made up of
stratified layers of-decomposing sandstone "gravel".

FEATURE 3:

This feature was first encountered in the 1970 excavations, and is shown on
maps of those findings as two posts placed slightly more than a meter apart.
Only the upper surface of the feature was exposed in 1979, in order to verify
its location with respect to the other features.

There has always been

considerable problem in attempting to precisely correlate the maps from the
pre-1975 project with the findings recorded according to the metric grid
established in 1975.

One reason for this problem was the fact that several

diff:o:'S:1t grid axis alignments had been used previously.

about 175 ems in length and 85 ems in width.

7

This is an 'intrusi.on

Little of the interior fill was

-----------------------------------------------------------

removed, and no distinct po3t casts were noted.

<=:

In black and white photograph

of this feature, apparently dating from its original excavation, is including
in the first report by Bryan Thomas.

This seems to confirm that the feature

described and Feature III are one and the same.
of the feature had been dug out at that time.

It shows that the eastern end
The 1979 location does not

correspond precisely with that of Feature III as interpelated onto the 1975
grid map (see attached map).

FEATURE 126:

Work this week indicates that Feature 125, first recorded in 1976, is larger
than initially thought.

The feature, which was only partially uncovered in

1976, was found to contain three rather than one post casts, and was
considerably longer than first thought.

The entire feature is about 150 ems

long east-west but is of fairly irregular width, as it is in part dug into
solid sandstone.

No clearly-defined post casts is visible in the eastern

portion of the feature, which was uncovered in 1976.

I believe that a fair

amount of late 19th early 20th century trash was recovered from the fill of
this

.1.1'\. '"'.,"'

feature~

project.

although I will have to check the field notes from that

The two newly recorded post casts are generally rectangular, but are

rectangular posts.

These post casts are generally smaller and closer to

square than the other rectangular posts along the north building line.
Central cast measures approximately 27 x 32 ems.

L
·~

approximately 40 x 40 ems.

The westernmost cast is

This·post appears to have been placed against the

exterior of the post hole.

8
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---·------

FEATURE T:

This small redwood post is located north of the sill line of the official's
corridors.

Its general location was determined last week.

The hole contains

wood (a knot), which may have been a post about 4 x 4 inche in size.

We have

not taken into detail measurements or drawings of this feature.

FEATURE S:

This intrusion along the west foundation trench was again looked at, although
it was not cleaned up or recorded in detail.

Brief examination shows it to be

a fairly square bottomed hole, is as typical of many of the post holes located
on the site.

We still have to clean this feature up and record it.

This post

and any others located at the ends or on the interior of the building have now
become of considerable interest.

In reference to the question of the location

of the interior partitions and corridors, if the buildig is to be redesigned.
Now that the north building line has been clearly defined, it is important to
do similar cleanup of other previously unexcavated areas within the interior
of the building.

9

FEATURE Y:

C-

Post hole;probably one of a pair with Feature 121, which is presumed to be the
northwest corner of the official's barracks.

Y,

Feature 113, and other as yet unexcavated post holes to the west of Feature Y
probably supported the north side of the two north-south trending rooms that
were attached to the west end of the official's corridors building, as drawn
on the 1817 map.

(See last week's notes for further description of Feature Y).

C·
10

FORT ROSS NOTES, AUGUST 20, 21, 1979

0
Last Thursday, after meeting with Dale and Lloyd in Santa Rosa, I called Beth
to arrange a meeting with Mr. Tryner in order that I could go over the new
archeological evidence and discuss our next moves.
for 1:30 on Monday.

She set this meeting up

During the morning, I added the features recorded on

Thursday and Friday of last week to the site plan and made several copies
showing the proposed reconstruction location versus the actual historic
location.

In the afternoon, I met with Tryner and Fritz

jJ

~~dell.

We discussed

the evidence, and the reasons why the previous archeological work on the site
had not yielded a more complete picture of the building.

Tryner commented

that this situation appeared to be an indictment of "percentage archeology",
wherein only a portion of the site is sampled, rather than the entire location
being thoroughly examined.

In this caseJeven though a fairly large percentage

of the site had been sampled, it was done in several different phases; no
single investigator ever had a major portion of the site exposed at one time.
In the case of the 1976 work, the problems with a sampling strategy are
apparent.

Looking at the map, it appears that units were placed in an attempt

to locate the north wall, although the assumptions about the building granted
prior to designing the sampling procedures were such that the test units were
generally placed too far to the north to catch the north side of the
building.

This is always a problem with a sampling procedure, and can be

avoided with certainty only by complete excavation of the sites in question.

11

Tryner's decision was that RP&I division's stand would be to request that the

<=;

building plans be modified to make the reconstructed building correspond with
the dimensions and placement of the historic building as indicated by the new
archeological data.

He indicated that if a decision were made to ignore our

recommendation and reconstruct the building as drawn (that is, inaccurately),
that such a decision would have to come from the Director's office.

After finishing my meeting with Fritz and Jim Tryner, I delivered a copy of
the updated site plan to Earl Carleson and discussed the matter in some detail
with him.

We reexamined a number of historic photographs of the east end of

the building as it appeared during the American period and attempted to scale
out the width of the building on those photographs, using the dimensions of
the window pains, visible in the photographs, as a point of reference.
John McKenzie, in his notes, had compared the windows shown in these
photographs with those still present in the new commandant's house at that
time (late 1950s-early 1960s), and had determined that they were of the same
type and size.

.

?A~E5

He listed the dimensions of the Wlndow parns in the new

commandant's house at that time as being 9 x 12 inches, with a total width of
30 inches.

Using this standard on the available historic photos of the east

end of the official's corridors, the width of that building scaled out to from
21 to 23 feet.

Thus, this appears to correspond quite well with the

archeology-determined width of the building (just slightly less than 23 feet),
as well as the 1841 Inventories dimensions of 21 feet, and 7 meters (about
22 feet 9 inches).

In fact, about the only historic source indicated a

25-foot dimension for the building is the Veasey map, drawn in the 1890s.
This map, which is dimensioned, shows the building correctly as 70 feet long

c

but as being 25 feet wide.

Perhaps the map maker was including the eaves

and/or and has yet undocumented porch or walkway.
12
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I conveyed Tryner's decision to Earl, and we discussed the changes that would
actually have to be made to correct the existing plans.
of the detail drawings can remain the same.

Those that will certainly have to

be redrawn include the foundation plan, the floor plan,
elevations.

It appears that most

;~nd

the end

In reality, the side elevations will be modified somewhat as the

ridge of the roof will be lowered someHhat i f the pitch is kept the same but
the building made somewhat narrower.

Earl did mention, however, that a series

of "as-built" drawings should be made of the structure once it is completed,
and that some of the needed changes might possibly be adequately reflected in
these drawings without having to entirely redo the existing plans prior to
construction of the building.

Although no commitments were made during this

conversation, I did come away from it feeling that changing the plan to

•

accurately reflect the historic realities may not be as difficult, unfeasible,
or expensive as I had originally imagined.

I have been very impressed with

Earl's attitude and cooperatio.Q throughout ti:tis entire process.
A!':lo
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Although I had intended to leave for Columbia and the Fallon Hotel project on
Tuesday morning, I spent about two-thirds of the day in the office tying up
loose ends.

This included getting copies of the updated Official's Corridors

map in the mail to Lloyd Geissingr, Dale Buschke, Bill Collinsworth, and
Joe Hood.
issue.

I called Collinsworth to let him know Tryner's stand on this

It appears that no final decision will be made on how to proceed until

next week, as Bill Pritchard and Mike Tucker are in Sitka this week for a
conference on Russian American settlement.

I understand they will be

returning to California accompanied by a n•xnber of Russian scholars and
/

f, __,

dignitaries, including Svetlana, Fedorova, and with them will visit Fort

13

Ross.

0

The timing of thts event seems rather ironic as Ms. Federova is the

lady who first published the 1817 map of Fort Ross.

If the decision is made

e;>v CLit -t ev-

to modify the plans of the Official's .eo:•r•t®t' to concur with the available
archeological/historical information, it will be a feather in the Department's
cap; I understand that much of the historic preservation·work, currently being
done in Russ~ is top notch.

I finally left for Columbia SHP about 2:30.

0-7748C
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Fort Ross - Officials Quarters
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Notes, Friday, August 24, 1979

I returned from Columbia State Historic Park last night and spent the day in
the office and the lab.

This afternoon I took a copy of the Fort Ross

officials quarters map to Mike Tucker and discussed the possible
interpretations of the new-found features in some detail with him.

Mike

doesn't seem to have any trouble with the interpretation I propose)ie, that
the new-found features represent the north side of the officials quarters
building, and that the structure is somewllirrnarrower than previously assumed
(about 23 feet rather than the 25 feet 10 inches shown on the plans).

I also

discussed the various problems with contradictions between the archeological
evidence for the location of the Kuskov House and the various documentary
sources, especially the 1817 map.

I did state however, that the available

evidence is such that it is not possible to resolve the apparent
contradictions between these various sources of evidence.

Possibilities

remain that (1) the 1817 map is wrong in showing the approximately three meter
gap between the rear of the Kuskov House and the stockade; (2) the south side
of the building may have been built on a sill and/or archeological evidence
for that side of the structure may have been destroyed in the past; or (3) the
stockade may have originally been placed somewhat farther to the north than
the present reconstruction.

I gave Tucker a copy of Bryn Thomas's report on

the Kuskov House, as well as a copy of my 1975 field notes discussing the
contradictions between the archeological and documentary evidence.
he ·was going to
(~

ILa tter

with him.

~ee

Hike said

Bill Pritchard ovar the weekend and YJould dtscuss this

27

Official Quarters

f

Monday, August 27, 1979

This morning I met with Mike Tucker and Bill Pritchard of the Intepretive
Services Section and again discussed the new archeological evidence for the
size and placement of the capital officials Quarters Building at Fort Ross.
We did discuss the possibilities that these features might represent an
earlier structure; no other evidence exists that would point to this
interpertation, however.

The archeological evidence gives no indication that

an undocumented structure is represented.

I conveyed to them (as I had to

Tucker on Friday) that the archeologically determined dimensions based on the
new finss seem to correspond~ more closely with the available photogrphic
and archival evidence than did the dimension given in the drawings (25 feet 10
inches).

This is based on a reexamination of three historic photographs

showing the east end of the structure.

The scale from which the buildings

width was determined on these photographs was derived from the windows, which
John McKenzie in unpublished notes on the building indicated measured 9 x 12
inches per pane, with a total width of about 30 inches.

This was based on

conparison with other American windows present in the New Commandant's House.
The new dimension also seems to correspondeftt more closely with those listed
in the 1841 inventories (seven meters, or 22.96 feet; and 21 feet).

We also

discussed the fact that two sources giving a dimension of 25 feet are also
known.

One of these is the 1892 Veasey map which indicates the dimension of

25 feet, and a statement by E. Rufus (1845 I believe) which also gives tt 25
foot
(~

di~ension.

In the end, however, we all agreed that the evidence for a

width of somewhat less than 23 feet seems the most probable, and that the
archeological features present are believably explained by the officials
quarters building shown in the historic photographs and the American period
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shed addition to the south side of that building, without resorting to an
explanation based on a hypothesized earlier structure.

In the afternoon Bill, Mike, and myself went to the Resources Building to met
,.

with Neil Johannsen, Jim Tryner, and Fritz Riddell.

There was considerable

confusion over the time and place of this meeting; when we arrived we found
that Earl Carlson was not available and that the meeting had been put off
until 8:30 tomorrow morning.

It would have been futile to try to hold this

meeting without Carlson or another knowledgeable representative of the
Development Division, as the real question at this time is whether it will be
feasible for the architecture unit to redo the necessary drawings without a
great time delay.

I had, from my meetings with Earl last week, sensed that

this alternative would be feasible and that the size and placement of the
t}}J-

vn

building could be modified withoutAdue delay.

I had conveyed this to Tucker

and Pritchard in my meetings with them, which seemed to be a comfort to them,
as they are both very concered that any delay or rescoping of the project
might result in its cancellation.

Official Quarters
Tuesday, August 28, 1979

This morning at 8:30 a.m. I attended a meeting with Neil Johannsen, Bob Uhte
of the architecture unit, F. A. Riddell, Mike Tucker, and Bill Pritchard.

I

took a copy of the site plan showing the newly located archeological features
and discussed their intepretations and implications as far as the accuracy of
\otJ

the officials quartersAreconstructe&.

Johannsen expressed his desire to {1)

see the building reconstucted accurately and (2) not to delay the
reconstruction project.

Bob Uhte, who had been present at the meetings I held

with Earl Carlson a week ago, indicated that the architecture unit could
. redraw the foundation plans within a few days, if we could provide the needed

f1l'

dimensions.

He indicated that Ron Vaughn would be doing this work.

I

indicated that we could have accurate dimensions and placement measurements
available within a few days, probably at least by Friday.

Johannsen set a

date of September 4 for providing these measurements, and a deadline of
September 7 for a new foundation plan, which is what the OSA crew needs to
proceed with the constuction work.

I also discussed the probable cost of

completing our work on the officials quarters site and doing field work needed
in conjunction with the excavation of utility line trenches.

I presented a

budg~ figure of $8,750.00 for one month of field time and accompanying month
hJ

of laboratory and report preparation time for myself andAarcheological
specialists.

This figure included travel costs.

try to find $5,000.00 to assist in this work.
officials quarter site

itself~have

Johannsen instructed Uhte to

Although the archeology of the

been completed previously, the plans which

showed utility lines has not come through our office for review previously,
and thus is work we did not anticipate or budget for.

I discussed the amount

of work needed to obtain the measurements Johannsen wanted by Septepmber 4.

3D

Johannsen volunteered to come up and work over the Labor Day weekend if this
was necessary.

I indicated that this was a possibility if it looked like we

could not complete the work before that time, but also indicated I did not
think this would be necessary.

Following the meeting I went to the architectural units offices to talk to Ron
Vaughn.

Ron Vaughn indicated that he would meet us at Fort Ross on Friday

morning in order to obtain the measurements needed to redraw the foundation
plan.

On Tuesday afternoon I prepared for the upcoming trip to Fort Ross.

Bob Docken will again accompany me to help with this work.
.

.

This afternoon I

returned to Sear's and purchased another large shop vacumn for use at Fort
Ross.

The one purchased previously is now being used on the Columbia Fallon

Hotel Project.

M-7919C
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Fort Ross Official's Quarters Reconstruction

August 29-31, 1979

On Wednesday morning, Bob Docken and I returned to Fort Ross to continue the

excavation and recording of the archeological features construction site

preparation work.

We had begun this work the week before last.

Last week I

worked in Columbia, awaiting decisions as to the course of work at the
:;_~J -'·"'"
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official's quarters.f, Our first job was to determine with as much certainty
!J:c ...

and precision as possible the exact location of the perimeter of the historic

building.

(·:·

The architect, Ron Vaughn, is to be here Friday to get the

diinensions he needs to draw the new foundation plans for the reconstruction.

Our strategy for establishing the locations of the south, east, and west

0
building lines was to uncover the corner posts and determine the precise

location of the two adjoining exterior sides of the;post casts within those

features.

This was made somewhat more difficult by the fact that three of

these Features (101, 119, and 121) had been entirely (or mostly) cleaned out

during the 1976 work, which obliterated the post casts themselves.

Excellent

records in the form of description and detailed drawings are available,

however, which made it possible to relocate the outsides of the post casts

with reference to the outline of the post hole itself, which were still

i/"

'\

I
\

'
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visible in the foundation transidewalls.

c

The precise location of the exterior

of the post cast in Feature W was also difficult to determine, as much as that

feature had been removed by the backhoe excavation of the foundation trench.

In order to establish the original building lines, the corner post features

which had previously been excavated were cleaned out.

Bob excavated the loose

fill from a large portion of Feature 101, at the southeast corner of the

~

building.

A large stone shown in the 1976 drawing was present in the hole,

although it appeared that it had been moved somewhat from its previous

position.

sketch.

Here the precise location of the corner was derived using the 1976

When he had completed this work, Bob began work on Feature W, at the

northeast corner of the building.

In this instance, the post cast location

was generally defined by an absence of small stones within the fill.

In this

case the fill around the post cast differs little in color from the material

within the cast itself (see slides_____

-----

).

There did seem to

generally be fewer rocks within the presumed post cast area in the lower

0

portion of feature.

Another aspect of the feature that seems to confirm the

location of the post itself is the smooth hard packed thin layer of clay at

the bottom of the hole.

A similar phenomenon was noted in several other

features, and was mentioned to me by Gary Reinhoel when I saw him last week.

He had worked on the 1976 project, and commented on the presence of a distinct

grayish clay deposit at the bottom of a number of the presumed Russian postal

features excavated at that time.

While Bob worked on Features 101 and W, I began to clean up Features 119

(southwest corner) and 121 (northwest corner).

Both of these had also been

excavated in 1976.

Because the location of the foundation trench was closest

()
to the actual historic location at the southwest corner, the foundation trench

had removed most of the upper portion of

t~

feature.

The large, generally

rounded outline of the post hole did extend 15 or 20 centimeters into the

bottom of the foundation trench.

The center of the feat was filled with loose

loam and sandstone cobbles, some of which had slumped in from the southside

wall of the trench.

A piece of cotton string was buried in the stones

embedded in the south side wall of the trench within about 20 centimeters at

the bottom of the trench, indicating that most of the upper material had been

excavated and backfilled.

A fairly hard packed smooth surface that I

interpret to be the bottom of the post cast was still evident below this loose

fill in the center of the feature.

The grayish color mentioned by Gary was

evident here although was fairly thin.

It appears to me to be a discoloration

of the subsoil material into which the post hole was dug.

hard packed patches were also visible.

Several dark brown

A number of sandstone cobbles were

0.

packed around the edges of the features.

It was very difficult, however, to

.

determine weather these were bac*fill or were the stones that had originally

been packed around the post.

The rock showri·in the 1976 drawing do not

correspond precisely to those present in the bottom of the hole, this might be

because the plan of the feature was drawn at a somewhat higher level.

Feature 121 is the northwest corner post of the official's quarters.

This was
\

also excavated in 1976.

As was the case with feature 119, most of the post

hole appeared to have been cleaned out by the earlier excavation, although a

number of rocks that might have originally been present as packing around the

post remained after I had cleaned the loose fill out of the feature.

()
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Determination of the exact location of the post cast within Feature 121 was

c

made somewhat difficult by the fact that the western half of the feature had

been removed by the trenching for foundations.
,.

Feature S is a post hole feature that was exposed by the excavation of the

western foundation trench.

When work on the corner post was

comple~ed

I began

the clean up and excavation of Feature S, as it appeared that the post it

represented would give us another point on which to base the west building

line.

This feature is located approximately halfway between Feature 121 and

Feature 119, although it is slightly closer to Feature 119 {

----- feet to

Feature 119;

feet to Feature 121, center to center).

Thus, FeatureS

seems to be a center support for the Sill running between those two corner

posts.

c

Its presence was rather unexpected, as no compatible post hole was

found along the east end of the building, nor within the interior of the

structure.

This feature appeared to be a fairly typical squarish post hole

3 •:J
'· J

about 85 centimeters across, with an irregularly shaped but well defined post

cast about 38 centimeters wide.

The east-west thickness of the post cast is

unknown, as the western extreme of the feature was removed by the backhoe.

does not appear to exceed about 30 centimeters, however.

for description and drawings).

It

(See feature record

A number of nails, some of which may be of the

wrought variety, were recovered from the post cast.

A large fragment of

Chinese export porcelain was recovered embedded securely in post hole fill

A
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initially packed in the hole around the post.

Presence of this ceramics seems

very compatible with a Russian period origin.

A small fragment of Pearlware

and a tiny fragment of a light blue transfer printed or stamped earthenware

were also recovered.

(

..

While the upper portion of the post hole fill consisted

of decomposing sandstone and small sandstone fragments, large cobbles to small

c

boulders were packed around the base of the post, particularly on the

northeast side.

A few brick fragments were present in the upper portion of

the post hole fill.

The post cast of Feature S seems to lie somewhat inside the western building

line as indicated by Features 119 and 121.

If the Sills that rested on top of

the posts and supported the building were approximately 40 centimeters wide,

as is suggested by some of the post cast along the north building line, the

post in Feature S would have supported the inside rather than the center of

the western Sill.

I have taken grid coordinance which I still have to plot to

determine the exact location of the Feature S post cast with reference to the

western Sill.

c
By Thursday evening we had pretty well defined the perimeter of the building,

using a plumb bob and nylon string attached to the framework put up by the

reconstruction crew to mark the initial foundation locations.

Along the north

wall the location was determined primarily by &tretching the line and

adjusting it to intersect with the north side of the post casts present across

this area.

This location corresponded fairly well with the most probable

location of the post cast in Feature 121, as well as the north side of

Feature Y.

Feature Y, which is presumed to represent an earlier western

extension of the building shown on the 1817 map.

This would be expected if

these structures were part of one continuous construction.

west line was based on Features 121, S, and 119.

(~)

As discussed, the

The east line is based on

~I
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two points only.

Feature W, the northeast corner, is probably the most

·uncertain point along the entire perimeter.

I would still estimate, however,

that the margin or error here is limited to a couple of inches.

Although the south building line was initially established based on the corner

post features, posts, Features 119 and 107, its relation to the post casts of

Features 108 and 112 were also taken into consideration.

This entailed

determining the good coordinate for the exterior of the post cast of each of

those features and taping this distance back from the five meter north grid

line, as only the northern portions of these features were excavated.

By

adjusting the string line to minimize the differences between the string and

these tapped post locations, the south building line was estimated within

about two inches.

We completed these minor adjustments Friday morning.

Ron showed up early Friday and with Bill and John measured the dimensions of

0

the building and recorded its location.

They found that the dimensions of the

building, as we had plotted them from the archeological features were very

nearly equal sided, but were about 8-1/2 inches out of square.

The width of

the building from one end to the other varied only about two inches.

As this

would have complicated construction of the building, and is well within our

margin of error it was decided to construct the north and south sides of the

building parallel.

(See plan for dimensions).

Ron mentioned that Mike Tucker had asked him to ask us to examine the area

east of the building for evidence of a porch in this area.

The historic

photographs clearly show a long, relatively narrow porch along this end of the

(J
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building.

c

I think Tucker suspects that there may have been a somewhat smaller

porch during the Russian period, and thinks we might be able to find post

holes indicating its size and location.

Ron also seemed interested in this

data, as it would be possible to modify the porch design, since the

reconstructed porch shown on the drawings is to be built on a concrete

foundation at grade, and would be relatively easy to modify.

Because of the

interest in the porch, and the fact that a water line will probably run

through the foundation in this area, we decided that some investigation of

this section of the site was warranted.

As Jay

--- ,

the Russian River Area

equipment operator was here with a backhoe, we asked him to move the loose

back dirt piled on this area.

When this was completed, we had him lightly

rake a wedge shaped area (see plan) to loosen the compacted loam.

He made two

passes across the area, each of which consisted of drawing the backhoe buckets

( """
'
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teeth lately across the ground.

He made two such passes over the area.

One

large stone was encountered the bucket was dragged over top of them, leaving

them in place.

This disturbance reached a maximum depth of three to four

c
inches.

A fairly large amount of broken glass and ceramics was exposed in

this fashion, apparently scattered in

~he

upper few inches across the area.

A

single unit dug in this area in 1975 indicated a heavy, though seemingly

random scatter of such artifacts.

Our strategy will be to clean up the loose

overburden in this east porch area, and continue the excavations if necessary

in order to expose the upper surface of any post holes or other intrusive

A
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features that extend into the subsoil in this area.

Bob and I spent part of

Friday afternoon screening the material that Jay had loosened with his backhoe.

()
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Bob and I left for Sacramento at about 5:15.

supper, and arrived in Sacramento about 9:30.

c

We stopped in Petaluma for

Fort Ross Official's Quarters Reconstruction

0

September 3-5, 1979

Phil Hines and I left for Fort Ross at about 3:00 on September 3 (Labor Day)

we wanted to be there to begin work early on Tuesday morning, as just getting

to Fort Ross usually uses up half of a work day.

0

.

We returned in order to

complete the excavation of the archeological features located previously, as

these will be destroyed by the construction of the new, more accurately placed

foundation trench.

Phil began working on Feature V, a post hole near the center of the building

1

which contains a substantial quantity of wood.

Here, as was the case with a

number of other features, the post cast seemed at the surface to be

r8ctang'1lar, although the lm.;er portion of the cast Has more irregular and

~7

c

rounded.

I wonder if the Russians constructing this building may have left

the bottom of the posts irregular but dressed the upper portions which

projected above the ground and might have been visible.

An important find in

Feature V is a large, fired red brick that appears to be complete or almost

complete.

This brick measures approximately 10 inches by 5-1/4 inches by

3 inches, and is presumbed to be of Russian origin.

It was located in the

upper portion of the post hole fill, but was partially surrounded by the loam

in the post cast.

post itself.

Perhaps the brick was originally placed right next to the

The excavation of this feature indicated that the post hole

itself was not quite as large as shown on the maps I initially prepared for

this project.

Lf 8

While Phil worked on Feature V, I excavated Feature Z, another post hole that

0
also contained some wood in the post cast as well as a fragment of an

oversized Russian brick.

Relatively little of the post itself was preserved,

although several knots, which are harder and therefore last longer than other

wood fragments, were found within the post cast, orientated toward the center

of the post (see drawing).

Again in Feature Z as in Feature V, the oversized

brick was located along the south side of the post cast, and was partially

A

v

surrounded by the typical loam that filled the post cast (see slide

number - - -).

Also recovered in Feature Z, also on the south side of the

post cast, was a single piece of dressed sandstone, which was heavily

encrusted with soot on one side.

This was located in the top of the fill

adjacent to the brick.

(
\

The presence of these oversized bricks in Features V and Z is of some

importance and interest.

For one thing, few complete or even partially

c

complete bricks from this time period have been recovered at the fort.

Most

of those recovered in the past have been fragmentary, as the brick is very

soft.

There presence is compatible with the Russian date of construction,

although Bryn

Tho~ass

had noted the presence of large brick and cut stone in

the Feature 124-150 series of post holes and interpreted them as representing

disposal of the remnants of a Russian stove during the early American period.

I have to review the records from the 1976 work more carefully and compare the
~
~

contents of the various series of post holes in some detail with the 1979

data.

Perhaps these items (brick and cut stone) were placed in the upper

portion of the post holes during replacement of the posts.

I will deal with

this topic at greater length after I have had a chance to review all of the

c

old field records.

The lower portion of Feature Z contained considerable

number of large cobbles packed around post cast especially on the south and

east sides.

Few artifacts were recovered, although we have been screening the

contents of the post casts and post hole fill separately through a 1/4 inch

mesh.

After completing the excavation Feature Z, I began recording an excavation of

0

the western portion of Feature 125.

been in part dug in 1976.

The eastern portion of this feature had

This is also the area from which Tom Jewett had

recovered a large number of early 20th Century artifacts during the grading of

the site (27-30 feet southwest of the flag pole).

What had initially seemed

to be a post cast near the center of the feature turned out to be an

irregular, shallow depression filled with loam of no apparent architectural

()

purpose.

The eastern post cast did however, proof to be a typical,

irregularly shaped post outline, much of the western half of Feature 125 has

51

been dug into solid sandstone.

The post cast contained a fairly large number

c
of artifacts, mostly window and small fragments of bottle glass.

The eastern

half of the feature was not dug as much of it had been excavated during 1976.

I do not know if the material recovered by Tom came from the upper portion of

the eastern or western halves of the feature.

As only the north half of the

eastern half was excavated in 1976, the artifacts Tom recovered might have

come from the southern, unexcavated portion of the eastern half of

Feature 125.

On the other hand, they may also have been located in the fill

above the western post cast.

The 1976 records indicate that eastern portion

of Feature 125 did contain a heavy concentration of recent artifacts, and that

c

these seem to have been deposited on top of an older post hole feature.

I

0
will have to try to cross mend the artifacts recovered in 1976 with those

recovered during grading in 1979 and those from the western post cast.

When the excavation of these major features had been completed, Phil and I

still had a number of loose ends to tie-up.

This fill cleaned out Feature U,

which also turned out to be a shallow irregularly shaped depression, rather

•

than the post hole we had initially thought.

It appears the Feature U and the

associated irregular streaks of loam in the upper surface of the subsoil may

simply represent rodent burrows.

Phil also cleaned out the remaining lower

portion of the eastern post cast in Feature X, and we drew another plan of the

feature showing the shape of the post cast here.

Previous drawings show the

outline of the post cast fill before the fill material was removed.

We shot a

large number of elevations, using Bill Collinsworth's level and stadia.

included surface elevations, the elevation of the upper surface of the

These

---------------------------

------------------------------

subsoil, the graded surface, and the tops and bottoms of various archeological

features uncovered by this work.

I will take these figures back to Sacramento

,_and prepare cross sections along the major wall lines using them.

The stadia

Bill lent us is of the direct reading variety, which eliminated a lot of

calculations; our readings are directly convertible into feet above sea

level.

During the afternoon, Phil continued to screen some of the material

loosened up last week in the east porch area, while I completed a section

A

~ .

drawing of Feature Y.

Friday morning I talked to Ron Vaughn regarding utility lines.

It appears

that he wants to bring the telephone, electrical, and CB lines along the

c

outside if the stockade wall to a point along the west end of the building and

0
than cut across the yard (east-west into the building).

I told him that we

considered all of the area west of the structure to be extremely sensitive

archeologically and that we would have to dig part or all of it.

He wants to

try to run the line across as much of the area dug in 1971 and 1976 as

possible to minimize the amount of work we have to do here.

As this area was

the location of several additions during the Russian period, and has not been

badly disturbed or excavated, we must be exceedingly careful in doing anything

in this area.

Ron wants to run the line to the septic tank through

Feature One, south side of the building, under the stockade to a septic tank

located six to eight feet south of the stockade.

The 50-foot lease line could

run in any direction from the septic tank, although there is some question

about the appropriateness of putting it directly under the road.

Ron also has

a drawing that shows a four-inch water main running north-south along the old

highway through the fort.

He mentioned teeing into that line and running a

------------------------~~~------

water line into the official's quarters from the east, probably slightly north

c

of the stairs to be reconstructed on the east end of the building.

We are

awaiting drawings showing these plans, which Ron said would probably be ready

early next week.

Phil and I headed back for Sacramento at about 5:00.

for supper, and arrived in Sacramento about 9:30p.m •

•
,

,

c·

We stopped in Petaluma
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indepeL<i·~"r:;::, e:cpedi tion to the lwrthern Cali · ·rnia Coast, Ivanil1eks.:mdrcvich
LusLov decked to establesh a more secure ;1:.-x:l :lsiblated s:Lte inn his second
c::p dHion ta ~·odec;a in lf)Jl. ( 1)
::~ely

cho~je

in 1812 he

a sr,;o.Jl port so::e 2) rr:ilos nortlmard i'rmn

odeca Day.

r:ce lanced on ti'le sand;; 1x::acl1 near the Kash:wa • o;:~o Indi:-;J' village vari::·llsly called
:ad-Shui-i.u:\,
~~cesentinc;

~;:tc1-Sh:.:i-;ju

.-:-~.:--12 _:,.,ri·:~c

:;_e.'lrLecl so :eti_1:,nr; o

.:url ">et:\ne. :ierc he met. /~hief Chu-chu-o-o.n, and a_~t:.cr
l;:i ~~h \r~rious gifts landed. J:t secl·.~s cc~ctaj~n tl1e ILus::1iar~s l1..1.d
. :e t0r/./1~/ I\ashaya Po:r::J dio.!.cct '.:1nlc at ,odcea 1--'a:r.

1forh UGf~ bee n on i.ay 1'),1512 11 In three ;:Jonths, the [Jrincipa1 buildi c;;s ~;ere lf~f.
erec::.ccl and on the nt:::Jc u;1y of the deccrJscd 'l'srl.r P;:n] l,August. 13th t:.f:o
/o:.:··:~ ~.JaG for:-1:1lJy· deic ·t..!c.,cd 1r~.. th the fj_rj ;·~c: of ·Lho cnl:r.:.on and Sli1rlll tlr~r.::;,
the e·.:ac;e of t:Je Sav~or Has placed befo~~e t:1e estnoleslunen'. ,1nd t.hc ::;c ~'Lle~:1cnt
IT:-1<:> :-~:1:,1ed IWSS 11 ( 2)

and bJ.cclJ:ouscs

~(;c~'l

not

F:r:i '1i:oc::i: 1 :is :m :Jld :'urcl c:·:,cm t;h\m ;1_3 Jw coot. uerd :'rJr n-~u;; j;~ 11
·e ·;_~:~e ~C\ cy·nl -)os~j -~)1e CJCt:.ces •.-c do r~ot }~rLch.. 1-j}y: cl'1 oo1:trcc -~:as U[Je{i ~~~~)r,··.
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·.· -L:ter lv;:HJ ··/ini::L:dno'<' (late:- to l;ecunc 11 Innocen'~ o~· Al::lskau :cJ:d ··e<zo~)olit.c.n
of c<cm: ;~;c.l hololmG.) v::cjted :/ort .oss :in Ju1y 2J:d Attr}.lSt of H:36. >-8 record~:-:: :in ~1
!1:\.s JcrJrn~ll of Ecclc:Jinst.ical l_~ut:ies, that ~:.he offj ccrs ;:rnd ncn of a Eus~:~_an
<>lJIJ i:.:1d v:Ls:1 ted 1~>-:i .:·:Jr, in 1G23 and don~~teu a cons:~_(r::r:->bJe su:~: of none;;· forf,
L:c co; structj on o ' n c. '.:rch. He t-~o.s Cl_uite s·:r~1rised !;;/ tiy; sm:-:11 sic;e .:;f the
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For the Ch:19el in the V:i::'.lilr;e of E?.oss; Four Il;:cms --The
Resurection of Christ (Voskrcscnie Khd ,-,i;ovo), K'lz;m ,_o~her of
God (l:azansLda : :ocomater) ·' John · ·Of?,oslov ,.md Alel·s~ ndr lievshii,
each one 4 1/2 arsh;Lny (10 1 511 ) and s· :··J.ler ones !Jain'c,oc. on uood--liicholas, Horl:cr of . _r<::clcc (Likolai Ghudotvorets) 1·r.C>:i.n ::. size,
and 'c'he .L'ro !hot :a~.jz:l1 ( .-rorok Ilia) :in .1. OJ\c'r·;ot,o:J.cll or.e ~;:ix
ver3.shki ( 10 J./11)" ( )
·
It is not l11o1: i:" these Il:cms r~;ached 'Jho 8h2. el at Ross,
11

So far no cor:.~::i n evredence ht>.s been :'oun:.i. to ind:i cate a seccnd chnpel at
·urt Eoss. 'l'here m;rc evenC.LW.lly so1:-o -r.·ourty or more~ cm~ldinr;s outrcdcle tho
_;·ort stockade. The ch:tpel h:1c bor:n called 11 Shape1 of Hoss 11 , 11 Thc ?or-::. :co::>s
Cl1:1pel, 11 nrrl urr\' 8 Chnnel 0 ;- i_<'ort 7oOss 11 .'l'hc co}on;r itself uas cnlled (E.ropost
v Selenie Ross) or 'J.'he For:;ificntjon at Ross 1Jillar:;en.(7)
'l'rad:l.tionaJ.ly a1l Hussi<m Orthodox Churc!y;c:; re n~u~:od 1;J::en the church is
ccn::>ecra·:;od by a visiting bishop. Hm,;evcr, t ere is no record o such a v:i.sit
to t:lC Ch;:pe1 of :'oss bet•.:ecn 1(328 a~ d l8hl. Thus i':, never had the trn.d:Ltional
Il:onostasis 1;hich is :installeci at the tir:e of the fj rst v:! s:! t b; a bishop.
:,'[len . r. Viniarrdnov returned to ~;j tlca j_n ll.\36 his jcun.~.1.l rccorod U'a.L, chapel did
not have a cm~Hl]cto al tar and cureo is1y he d:id not a;:ooint a deccn to c·'r:.-:r
on so::c
the pc.'ios~;s' duties in his a sense.(G) 1'ilo intcn.le:d r:ar::e for the
chapel 11as cliscovorecl in 1961 b;j· J .A .H:1.ll of the L;y:,jonal ?:;rk Scrv:i ce at
S" tk.a. 1;;::-':,ion~ll Eidorjc P:'.rlc in the ":.'1.;· le;'f of an old Rue'. sian i.lssal or ook
Cc)llt<li;dng t1ll ti1.1t is ~;rdd 'lK. sung in churc:> scv:~.ces ;~or ti:c ;,ear.
'i.'~1e old ~:iss~J. u::s focncl :in the t~ha:::JC;] of' t>c ,:i.0ho:o 'D '"'r :h~mn~).J in ';itka.
~~~ :.n~',cr~Jre-~:rcjorl o: the ir:[)C:. . jpt:iol1 s~~·:l.tes :t'_\) be ser~.-~ ir~ :~he ~-Ollt~n of Jl'k\Y. .
(li.l( to L}l!J nr~'.:l;_,· cc l,ai ], ;:hod Village of 1:o:J;·; f,! • l.,l1o '::liT cl of tho 'i'r:i.njtJ
v:hich 1rlll be cuncccr.:lteci ~ n dd:.ail la ..er , 11 (9)
at

r,'Jjn:iar::inov ;;jvcs a b:rj_c;.f desc::'~fltim: 0f tiD f\<rnish:nc;c of the c1wpcl
t:~e tL:.e of h2s v:i sit:
11 Lil:e rr1ost o:t' the honses here, the cha:~x:Jj_:; constr•,;ctcci. of boards,uit.h a
s~::J.ll modest br:lfry. ~'he sole deeor~:tion \·i i t::.llin i:~ con::is ::.cs of t·,:o m::a.Jl
I:ons ,,jth silver orna;-:-len·C.at.ion. So, ~ha~. :\n eeil1th it c<1n j_;l notf H:Jy
cc,mpare 1-:i ti: the chapel on St' Pauls Island beJorw;in~; to the Unalnshka
( Cic. Unalaska) ::::mrch Hhorc onJ;.c AJ.eu~,s l i vc and not r:;re tlvn 30 fa;1iJ.ies
:>~/:-end •. -ut ,here the Chanel has o.lmcst no :\.ncorrl.evr:ntcve'::' from the Russ~; :.:n
~embers of t;,e con"'1'cr··"tl"on r.rJ'1o ,.. ..,,..plv
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;~cccrcis indicz2tc 260 pecplc in the V:"llar·:e of Eo~1s in L3t·>,l5h males a::d
l'J6 'c!laJ.cc, Cf the:;e 1:~0 uere .::uc::-:ian,t)l Creoles,~') Lod:i.'lk lndo.. n:;
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It occunieD ~he en0t conner of the fort
.110 hi:;h fort sl;ocblcle att:1chcd to the r.~::.th t1r:.d so th corners.
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'fhe exterior r.Easure:aen::v or dimens-ions of the Cha.pel as indicated by
the orig:inal timbers of the roof in 1956 sur;c;c sts a buildir::::; d.th no tuo
s:ides equal in length and uith no 90 deerce c"rners. The fron·~ or northC<mst
end !;1e;;'.~~ured 2Lt feet three i11che s long. The S0 1ltln·mst side uas 31 feet aLd
3 i::c·,les long. l'he roar or southeast end -vms 2L ·cet or:cl 8 inches long arcu
the ncrthpflt east side uas 30 feet and 11 ~ ::tcl1es lon:;. J 11 st j_n::d.de the front
ck·or 1ms a parti ~ion fornj_ng a vestibule G feet 10 ).nches uiclc at tllD northest
end and 9 foot ~nd 1 inci1 u:i.dc .:1 •-, the op;_-,o::;i ·~e end. A clor r t':"'LrU the ;).:J.r(jtion 1ed
:Ln-~o the a;J_di toritLr:J.. Its sr1uth vlCst sid:::
j_s 17 feet 9 jnchc s long uhile the
o:1 ()Site ;:all is lG feet and 1-l. inches lone;. '.:.'he c~1j]j_n~; c:::x a out L fe·~t high,
u:'t, a c:Lrc<ler o_Jer:}nc 10 >:'e ·tin di:--,netcr )ver .he aJtar .:1rca. ~'l1e cc~:ilin3 of
tLe cu~)ola 1-1:1s 26 -~·e-lt nnr." 9 inches a~.;ove t~:c ~·loor. ·tnrec ~rj.:1C:.o;.rs 1-:ith 8~1<?.11
:_r:Llividual ;:_;}.. ass sect:! ons r;l::..zed jn place are equnlly spaced alon.'; t}KJ sou-~Hest
s:>:.c of tho buiJ.dj; r:;, A uoor-lHe eponj_ne 11"3 ,.,1.ncd ini,o the norl.heast side.
J..t ncasu:ced nppro::dnately h fe t anu 6 inches high ~md 2 feet nnd 6 inches >ride.
}t t.;as cloo,d b;y a s:i.l\"T,lo 1roodcn d::::or.Jut eal;y· drmr:Ln;,::s a d tho eo.rliest photor;raphs
:Snclic:1te its si J1 1-J!.lS a out 18 inches above the f oor line. (1. ~, ./-~
1

'.L'he ChaDel buiJding Has u~>:cd onr: 1:<1y or <lnother b:· all the mmers :m:l tennats
of ,:ort Ho.ss from 1844 to 1906. vlilJ.iam lieni tz ap'Jarcnt1y used H as a h.J.y shed
:l'.ci horse stable. Afl,er Hl6? it uas occasionall;r ussd as a phce o.f uorship by
tra.-'lsient rainisters of V.:J.rious denom:inatj_ons. A.L.0.Batomen , possibly a
: .ethodist ,cay have be ·:n the fi.rst in the lG(<)' s ar~d ?0 1 s.
":Jhen Lr .G .H .C'-'11 bought the fort. and its s~-<rrounding lands in 18?3 his Hife
~~'oc:\me very fcnd''o.r:' the tJuildings of'... the fort :md csncciaJJy of thr; Chapel.
::_;~on 1G73 to 1903 ::r. and J.!rs. G.H.C ll i1ad the ~~h!.l!;cl re~!a:ircd and m;-Jint<1ined
J;l their onplo~·ecs ar.J f:~r;dJy. Thus old phcuo;;raphs of thr·· Ch;1pel in about 1885
c;":o-;.; it :i.n poor condHthon irhiJ.e those of 1903 shm it in cood conditL>n,
In 1?03 t:Cc sH£ of /or; n.os:o <n d its b'JiJ.dincs -.:cr': sold tc a Lr.nt:.d 1.rc;.
SJ.L\,hro.ndsco ~r:it:; the undcrs .~m.:lin2 Unt th8'J uo dd prec;cn'.~ it
·:Jc :__ he ,')·~~-~-~a c--· ~;:1lj o ~_,_i~. ~]o·T~"'/CJ.'"' or-_ J-.:lc: G_;-~
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.·:c:nlCJ.c:co,o:t. ,J_;__c,1 _..._ ... JllJ..a:: .. ,.,I.,~a'-s'-' u ~ tne C:n,: .• _rmn:1. l..-.~ ...,r,.un uv1lrl.vCd the
si .-e to tb:; St;cte of C:._lifornia in l:.:'rch of' 1~'06. l'n ::,11e lbth of ~~lJi·il,l906
-~:-,c ·;ln''el coJJ.;'.;I:;ed :mci other ht~ildj ncs uc.;:oo drn.c·;o,J ll:t' :l savcrc c~1r '-lYJ.UD.Le
l~Jlo·u!~. :l.~1 1"1icto:c:r ac u _._'l1e S:-:.n ~~rancisco ::~~a::-'.!~hr·uo.};e".
ti .0 .Lc;l'i.12.11 o ~·
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l,o rec:·,or-rcicn cf the CJ:a el uns bec,'lm un';il

1916

~rlle
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:~llo ~}tr'.tc i~~;scr:'oJy

:n_:;ro;:ri:r~. d .. l,S::o ~·:_,~· ,!-;,- rrojc>::t a:··::-or 1:mch )U>lic
:.'.~"Jpro9:·j_:,t:i on in 1.::17 :;:o.cie :i.t ~ossj_ble to elcva-t.e -C,hr:;
::::e1; ',mJ ls in pl.:1ce. •;_'o co1' Jete i}\C nro,ioct anc:. snp .J:,r

urgi:;g. A second ,,1,~00
o:t'iginell roof and place
the nc:Jdcd U.: 'r)crs
.~!:o Original ~:Usc;i<m L:::c'racLs _;uj_].(\ing ,Lhe bc;ot preserved of aJl .;ho s ,anu:Lng
or:: nal ~:tructucs u:cs tm.·n doun. Dana13e to tlv:: lone; su~~~or ':. bo;m aJ.or,:~ the
E;·,:u.t~~lmst sicle of the
Chapel r.:.::lde it desirabl.: to dLridc t~r; 1mll inc.-o fry,J.r
:;JE::~l_s :l.r~stead of' t1:e crj.f;inl.l threa. :._~o a fcn_ltth v;jndo~'I l7tl[3 inst~lle·j.
·lJ.c rer.r:·J_tir~~s b"\liJ.dj_{lg 1·r~s stu.rd::' arrl did irtcJ.Lvlc r.1a:::;: cr:~.0inal ~rcl'!.e·:~ac·i~ural
~:Gdures. (lJ)

On1y :::·o t:inc n::.~nd:rtm,;nce ~:ruJ. ro;;airs ~!ere done 0::1 ',.he Ch::.tpcl 1.mt:1
"'-u:,;usL of l9:;h ;;:1en a ·pro~:raminvolv:ing avthontic det--:U.s and renairs ,;~s
c,}.m. :i 0 ~::Js r_[iscovered th.1t. the 8rigjnal fr:1ning of the cupoJa ua1h~ :lrY.i roof
-.::::-··still in::.ac.:t.Tl:l:is confirmed the ~'lresc1ce ;-~nd ::::;i~c of the r-:-,1md c!ir:to(!S in
t e :d~;h c:::.= ls of the cunoJa as an. origino.l cle-:~niJ_. Tho four~;h HiYldor;r on the
l~u·J>,i:\Jest s 1tie 1-rns ta;.on o·:t
to coni'or~:t to orig:i.n:1l nrchetcc:~ur.:Jl features.
''r:c o::-::-L"e cJtTuc·:~~:re H:J.s c·' ov:1'tod to pe:'r:1it tho roc1t of t'.1c bu.i ~-d :in~· to be
s;,j ted 1. i::c>.es 1
rd to conCor;n to arch::oologicro.J. ov2dr:mcc of the
, or:sin~~ J.'o;,mclut:iol' !C'\'\~ \.11.1)
P~lgo 3 nore.
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In t:1e oars bct;;cc;r. 19J '! ancl :195') l':lrmy ~;ro 'T):; :':Kl pco;;lc be emile very
iLte'ezted in Fort Ross S~:1te Historic ~:onur::e;:-':.,as it uas first C[llled.
"";,1cn::; t!cc ::_;rou;Js l:z;s the J.)etr~:l.\t:k1 Chapfter o'' the llative Sons of the Goluen \·Jest. •
. 1.but 1::40 a i':Llle ~~ussj<:n :•ell 1I:ls ;Jrought to t~lC ,:en~, Zli"£1 h'.~r.[; infroni:, cf vhe
.·:r1;: .el. JJ..rourld its r:i.m ~erc ·~Jle ;-~us:·~j an 1TOr(iS st.~t,j _ l·~~ t!-~c t 1 ~:.e -.Je~~-1 vras 11 Car>t
in -:·,he St 1peterslmc; li'z:lcLor,, of 1 aster 1.crch~1:-:t ~.iclw.eJ. bbro·"':J. ~itulol~ina".
1 li,.,,~nc._-,· 1 i-"c·torsour,.,. 11 ) ~-he Fo··:'CJ.c
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le calm1.'1 - uere enzravccl into ·;:.he imd0.c o;' ~h~- bell. ( A. ve!"J td.neJar bell uas
::;'~on bv this m·iter i11 the front tm:cr o.: the 'rL;r;d.::c '~h:1pel :Ln ,Juneau,A1<'-ska
i'<J",<r ;, ~ars ngo.I rccop,nic'.Ccl tLr:: :1a.::o StuJroJ.k.Lna ore -~be Junc::m boll. c'he .cetaln~.lil
boJl !mng infront of th: ;,t .Iloss Ch::pel until 1)1()9. T!'o.r.L' tion c .·r~r;ests th..at this
r:1a;y i:ave been a :;ell rcr1ov::d :C'ron the fort "(;/ to Sacra;::e:•to in 1DLLf by John A.
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'l'i:c restored Ch:c;)el stood quietly te1linc:; iC,s h:Ls~>ort'tc sto:ry until Oct:Jber
:; ,1970 u:;.en fire struck it do1m. TLc mos · He lmoH is ~~h.at the fi:':'o uo.s not
delibera·t:.e1y set.'rhe results 1mrc clcsasterm~.s.Tho Ch:1pl t):Jr. ed to the c;rou.nd.
•7[~.li"cc a feu historic nd religious ar·~jfacts 1:ere lost includ~ ng the bell.
~\rt1.matc1y ~:everal m;j_cme ar ',j__ 'x tc and Ikons had boon ronovccl from the Chapel
so::1e r1onths before the fire •.A.nong the;'l Has t11e criginal braes ch.::mdelier ( 1 ; ' )
:,r:; inaHy hung in ~.h Chapel about lE32G by lJetcr J:os ~,ror::itinov iJllen he toolc·6vcr
~1:::; Connandant of the fort. Unfortuno.te1y th:i s h:i stnric chnnclolicr Has snvcroly
ciar:1a;:;cd in 1971 <·Jt:en f:i ro damar;ed the historic Rotchev IIouse of H!36 to 1841.

A 1'hird

Chapel rector:ttion

H:lS

l'er,nn on

SopteralJer 2:; ,19'/3. In the nean tirile A

c:cns:L~::cra."ole c:c:,refyl research had been done. L::n:/ details prev:i.ously nnknmm /~WV\-i...
c~a; ;e to l~i Jht. !Ut :it uns not con:Jlctc. \·?hen ths nrm cha 1el H.:J.S com~Jleted in ~;.-197~

t:.orc

~.,-:>s

no proper OrUwdo:c Cross over the rcof cf tile Cupola.; t1 ers of the
of l<'ort Eoss 11 obtai.n.:?d sd .• able lael.ers ;~ncl a.:-~:1c:~cd ::1 proper cross to
t:C1e s:i :.:~JJ.e spar a~'OV·.: l,>o rcof ,'m July Lf,l971J. }~. s:ilid 1:-:;ocien .:L:.1bor across the
i':··:mt, of t:'le nl.ar n~~ea iJas cut in tHo and rc:ovcd an o \.l ro of :~he pcesiciin,";
.. J_s,unp an._; 0nc )roper ceri on;y o:~' t-he rel:i_gj cu;:; s :rvicc Hac concluc.,ed. Inc:Lccnt,ly
G1'5 s \::,.s the .i'i:c·st recor,[c•J insta::cc :i.E tho :1ict·'·r;y of the Gho.~)el ir, uhic h a
:cc:;i.dj_q; -,ishop clir0ctod,as least :Ln part,th~ roper const::.·uction o: the :1li~ar
: 1 /r~.cnds

·l-,:.:c i:;11apel.
,':Oc Ch3.rel bas teen cor:r~1lctol,y rcbu:·lt ·nd the- llo:~chev liouse !"1as been re;:·;aircd.
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'Q·,:ncrat::c·n oxc:;vatj ens have been Dl['.de ~d~ the r;i t~es of tho Cric.;:inal ;r;rracks
uiJ.d:i.nr:; dat:.n; -~~ron lC:p tc 1916 a'd the Ol':i ginal J:uokov :louse. -~'he vJOrk of
c:cr,;~;~;_c;>,c ::·estoraticm of bot:; structures is m:;J.J. tmdcr •n(1r.
'i'l·1e \ru1u.rr!~ecr c"~rc;.:-u:izaticns assoc:i. utcci 1rL t}l tl1e for~ are 1101·: faci~-~.g the
c~:~;}~cn:;e::-; involved in ~urnishj_ng these tHo hdJ.cl:!ni3S in tho wzt-; tHo :c:1rs.
z::.re sr;r::.::.·ching for d·,;scl·iptions o~' cverthin;:; from clothing to tools anl
:'.'ur:'U1..1::·o Hhich 1:·3s typic~1lly used in such front-ier buHd::i.1'£;~J be~meen 1[12 ·;nd
·: i:: l •;o t;l"'V r1'l'' be "r'enroducod 'i'hcv
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Hu:::s:Lan-Amcrica Co •• Docu:7!.r~nt:::; dated l~ho. :.:ancroft Libr::.r,r.U.of Cal.
--erkclej;. Calif.'.
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(2)Captain Lje.utcnant Golovin. (Obsor russlcikh Kolony v Scvernoi Jv,cr~ki~ )
Iii HUSSIAl; A13~:>JCA> Settlcm~nt of Ross (St.P·:tcrsburh,l861) Vol.~,p:;:.f.
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a:E1ICA Co. Do:::m;:.:T:::;. Archeiv:;s,U.C. at Los Ane:;e1es.
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D~.'1r!l:G ~liS ,J -TL:.;J '1'0 C~lLI C..1:IA AiD !ACE .,.,..n"" 1 Ju1y -1-, 0 J3 O~toh,r,Jt36.
C'y·i:rnct j n :J:mcrcf~:. Librar'J. U. C.~Erkd. c;-:.1 , from archeive::: in Juneau,
Ab ; :1, Tr:m:;;. by Dr. Rj_clJ.,~,rct Pierce. CH: :d from IIaase. EU:j~iiid; .t~~ .:t;!UGA
,__ .t

.J.m:sian-Amer:i.ca Co. Docummts. U.C.L.A.
Dr. E.clen A .Shcnitz to J .c .hcl<enz:Le, June 19,19513. Quoting ?r. Vcnia..':l:Lnov
1836. ( B:istod cal Libr:rr-y ani HuseUJl1., Juncau,Aln ~~ka.
ShcnHz to Ec:i(cnzie. Sept. 10,1957.
Vcniar:rinov. Op.:~it. 11o.h TRAV.~L J '1!f{;:AL---July 17,11336.
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Citjng Fr. Vmd;:1.ninov s Joarn.::tl, Aur;.l,Hl3G (Julian).
'1'1ee;janza. A .l:.:. y._il_L' P.OS0, A ~; ·'UDY Ii; I-rr;; '01\.J ·;1\.L AP.CJL:!.:CGWGY U. ErF C;q.
ArC:IAr;GLCGICJ\.1, SU:~'l 1 :Y,~i.ept. Eo. 23 Jan.l:;,l9S;L~. p. 12.
Imcnymou s. TEe~ ~;"v ~~'\. l10~;A D~'i OCTI.i\T. Sept. 10,1917.
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IV

Man 1

I tx:!l1iev a firrn policy or :~roce'.ldurn sho· ·ld
adopt.ed cone• rn1ng the
roeord:1ng of :informa':.ion g:tt~erod by arct:eclo~Pcal excnvat:ione in a:y lr..ate
Pnrl<. At prezm; t thel"9 is ilo 8Stl 1 l'%"\"'iC@ that wlv·n Qrl dig h'!S been comr;leted
th.'lt R.•.y signif:ic~.nt infOl"":"li'ltion \Jill rettrn t."- 1,hfl part( or area in the wn:•:
of n report. t'her.:>fure I urge t'hat a ~l:l cy tx1 ·~d.o:Jt.od ~md a: nouneed roquidx 1g
that the lc~or of any ar·ch:·cologienl djg I"'Jg:.1 '<li.aas of 1.ts pur ·o~• or fiurntton
be roquj red tl) ,_ ce~, n d!\'1 t(• .-:Ly log of ;;ro~~oss wi Lll ·thn. basic il':for;;,at,ir:l'l
on tha : roe;~sl!l c~:.' tho d:ig. Ci"r nt least a v;ueld;1 log. This oh ,Jd inciude such
loc.:1~ion ch3.l~t[; ani iLfcrT'.ll.tjon t:~at a record
c<r be road 1nd 1nt.erpriied fr·m1
it.·.· 's 'nill niu 1n n-.a::ing tJ·,o fjnnl fo :-1.1.1 ~·o;:x:r-t, anl lllso b.:~ a-.aHah}(~ at
tr.o ,oar\< vr :•rea ~ :n t.he event n f:inal report in not >-rri tten. ·:'his J.·\r, !"8"ort.
s1.ou)d ba left at the :··arJ., or ·\r ·1 off1co whn :~hl d:tg h s c•(H!L conpJut.od.

:-y l"Gt13on for ·J.rf;:ing e·.1ch a pn1 ~cy has he~r: t'J·. "o~uJ.t of sovpr·~1 unf~1rr,un.1t.o
.
exnor'en N! ;.;:It:~ aren.aeolo1;ical djgs in c"J.r: t.at.e ~tark!::; •. In eacll cave 7.ho work
\~-'YS cr,._~:i\.~.11;,; d. w~ and field nd. <JH w~ra ma.Je .. Jut1 In one c:J.:.1o the 1 a.lcr of ~ho
ctjg lef:, ;. tate tF.1 <, oy n. ~ tlL .nd cr t~ dig ~::i r,¢1> did not ·~orrj te a rep•1rt and
appaar.·d t· ;-,..lV t·1ktJcl hj~ noteo •r'.th him to ·<>stonl In n.nn:.}'er ease trJ.e leader
cf the d~c f)~Je:·f.l to ·:"ve ~)a.m trnn.::~ferr.d to a: o<.h··· d~'p:1rtr:'ler:t mrl hiB notes
i;Or':' lr,ct in ti'e ~},'}c-J.~a <m+-,o fj::or, >Jr eo~ pJ.1ce ll''Hf; tho ljne •

.:c h:-.w just had a t;v:c)..r.wJ:'l ten~1 on a week-Jong ro dir,gh.g otl th~l :...:U"l"acl:e i\lild1ng
s1to tryil>G to oGwbliuh t.he founha~.iona ot' th11 ntructuN. I fear this \l4S an
e"Ker'!~H in f'u.tHity fo't" several reaeons.(l) Tlv' grot'ndH:-tS da.'lJp and ch:mges in
::milo ]or and tcxtAlN tJCY'O dif ieult to det nn1no. (2)
·r~~'ll Turk,t,l
:trst,
,•r:.l":.tanr:nt anplu.f (~ at t.he :ark a' c•ut 1929 >·J:lS j,:titruct.ed !3';1Qcifjeal:cy· by Col.
'l>:ir'6,"Th el. AT All tl1e l"lt!>binh f'rr.f'l tho si rl!" · rd level th;:~ groun:l for a lnw'Tl"
OJ In a;•rH cf l~;)A :anger :harlsa l<n1ght :~nd I t<"Cd.vad jns'.,ruct~ons fran
fJiSt.:up 1 t ~:.~.~,:e~ to d· C CI'<cSfl trench-~G on t,t;,. Sit~ to locate traces of he
·)r:lg:!.nal :;trlr gm: found.r.".i. no o-fr.thc
riglrol · u:Udjng (4) In 1971 ('r 72.
'..'iJU:·t: .., Pri:.chard >:' ..,h a crm: ot archneo2og:ie~·.s "du.gr. th~ sj.to to locate tho
f:-.m•'Ja 1 ~:\on. 1'het;e no•os have r:ot
eo:· found. r;ic: r:Jy nt~'·~'~.:J nw avaj.la; le ure
thc-.::;a fo :nd in our par!-'. f':i 1EH~ ~lat···c: 1('56.
:toocrt,s
fr.und.
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DATE

,.:

t'~lf
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appre·1ed to f:iliish tD.ii work (see at.ta ched memo l • Won] d you. _ple·ase forward. ·
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The Resources Agency of California

~

To

z October 19, 1979

Hr. Neil C. Johannsen
Deputy Director

From a Department of

~arks

and Reaeation

5ublech Fort

Ros~; Officials' Quarters
Reconstruction Completion of
Archeological Work

In August, it was fourrl that grading and fo1mdntion v1ork on the Officials'
Quarters site at Fort Ross SHP ha.d exposed archeoloeicel features noL previously recorded during planning research conrlucted on tl~e :;:ite bt·i~v;ee~ 1970
arrl present. These were recorded and excavated, a::-.d provided eviden::c upon
which modifications of the buildi!'l.J3 plan and location M:rP b3se:d. Tr:e Fo:-t,
Ross archeological work is not complete, ho•.vever, even thm;.gh constl"1Jctirm is
proceeding. 'rne follo'l'r.ing tasks still remain:
1.

Excavation and recording of El.reas to be

in;~:3cted

by \.:tility

placement.
2.

Processing ( cleanintst numbcri.ng, cGt.al ')f:~iru~ mxl ~5 t.or;1ge) of
the artifacts recovered.

J. Preparation of a fin;tl ret'O"-t, summariz.ing an ;J.rcheological
research conducted to date, including the recent bu:Uding
site ani utilities '>')(Jrk. Much of thi.s report t1:1s compiled
uooer the Title II program, but it i~3 nm-1 essential to incorporate the new data ar:-d artifacts recovered, and reinterpret
the findings in light of the nel'1f architectural '.?'vidence.
This report can be an important planning tool. It shm:ld
be made available to the Interpretive Services Section for
assistance in designing E,xhicits and to the publie as a
means of interpreting the reconstruction and thf.: n:<·\nni:1g
effort that has gone :l.nto its preporat.i.on.
The work on thi:"3 project to date has been char~':d to the Culturill Herit11ge
Section's General Fmid. We now plnn to spend ~15, 000 fror:1 t.hc '?6 Bond

r:,..•
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Mr. Neil C. Johannsen
Page 2
October 19, 1979

Statewide History a.r.d ArcheoloQ.r Fund t.o fini::.;l! tl:(J f:ieldi-IOrk req1~jr,;;i 1 o
complete the reconstrtction, r~nd to pr::!pare R i'i~:~;l re!:orL I vie·: th i :;
work as being a part of the pl:umin;_; proce~3~ 1 ::wd l'pon y,"lur n,:prov;1l, >·w
shall proceed with the work.

James P. Tryner, Chief
Resource Preservation and
Interpre·tation Division
JPT:LF: sl
APPROVE.n:

Neil C. Joharmsen
Deputy Director

