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FORT ROSS - FIRD MOTES, AUGUST 7 aAMD B, 1373

C

Or Tuesdar, Sugust Ty I trawveled to Fort Ross with the intention of findinog
oul where utility 1inEEr(EHIIEd for in.thE reconstruction effart that =tarted
receutir] were aping to be placanand ta check on roparts that the acrchenlaogi-
tal site loceted in the old archeologizt camp had been dam=ged by construction
acrilvities, When I arrivede hawever, I found that the srading of the
Officials” Quarters building site had esxposed a number of archeplggigal

features. In order to record these, 1 changed my plans and stayed at Fart

Foss throuyh Wodoocday afternonn.

Eaﬂatnlnﬁ - Abaut six ar eight weeks agoy twe small cabins {ahout 12 fFoot
syuwds &) were built for the use of YC£ Hide in the campimg area used by
rrevipus artheological crews, located just ower the first ridoe from Fort
dars. These hawve conlinuous cancrete footimgs with wooden superstructures,
-ast weeky Claudine Younae had reported to ﬁe that on a previous wvis=it ta the
anit Che had obserwved hedwvy equipment {a backhoe with a frant end loader?}
doing wi1te preparation worH for these cabkins. This includEdJﬁeuelinﬁﬁnF a0
area arepreximately SO firet long and 25 feet wider located Jjust to the north
] wesl of the pxisting shower and =ink. The cabins =it with their front
duars facrimo mut inta the clegringf the Backs of the cakins are near the froe
e along Fort Roase Cregk.  Additional constraction at the site inctuded a

~mofF over the sind area. It zrpoeurs that the area urnder this cangopy may bowe
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Tp the be-t af my hnowledge, the plans to build these cabkins and do the

d Jdaticd arading weere never rewicwed by the Cultural Herstace Tectaon. Had
the plans been Submitted fop roevinwe: mo grading wonld hawe hren permitbeds, as
we have 1ung been aware that this area 15 a Mative Mnerican archeological
gite. i talked %o Glean Burch regarding this problewm after I had learned of
it. He indicated that the work was done by (Qperations stafy {gnssibly the
Area Maintenionce Tuperwisory I hewe since Trarnordly bt indirated tThat A
Constal Commission germit %6 buzld the cabans bad been atiained. Glenm at:o
tmidicated ithat he had been told that enviromnmental clearance had bBrsn recsived
for the preoject over the telephwne from Mike Dovle. I guestiaoned [lovle on

thivs point, hAwever, and he Thad no vecwllection of s=uch = phone 311,

While 1t is frusirating that this project wasn't properly reviewsd beforchand,
tiﬁiaituatinn becames evwen more ludicrous in light of the fagt that it wrild
appear {ip me, at least} that wmuch of the work t(that isy the grading} didn't
hawe ta be dome in the #first place. As I have indicatedy the cabins arz bn1lt
an continuouws perimeter foundationsy and are net si1tting darectly cn the
agrgund . For this reasony, I cawnat undecstond why it was necessaey to afttcept
ta "level” the cabin sites. 1 does natl appesr to me that draoade has been
mproved by this work. It looks rather like the persan aperatinyg the maching
suEply yob carrird awty mawing dirt Aaround when simply digging the trenches
"ar Lhe toundziions Ethempsel wes wonld have wuffFiced. The work cerflainly ko't
le the camp a bit more pleasant of a place to stay, A% it samply tuyrred the

st Litto a dust bowl.
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the bank towards: the creelh, Lo walking the area, [ picked up a mumber of

- P, Flukisy az well as an alivella shell with 3 hole in the cnd {pPossibly a
seeadl. It was also reported that the YOO kide usimg the camg have picked up &
wmber of artrfacts, seeposedly including & couple of projectile pointe. It

was repar-ted that these Fady Fowewver, disagpeared by the time Overastions staff

requesied them.

The Officers” 2arsacls Site - The area whicth 13 to house the reconstractad

M firers' yuarters was graded on Tuly 16, The purpopse 0f this grading was to

level the =i11te pricor to the excavation of trenches for the cantinnus rancpete

serimpler Foundation on which 1t is ta set. Last waek, I talked tg Rill
callremswarth, the <danstruction superwisor, regarding the subsurface word on
the site. He had previously assured me that we would be ootified before the
Fada‘tinn trenches were to be dJug. On Monday morning, however, I received a3
:all rom Joe Hogody the superwvising rangery informing me that the backboe was
eing wnloaded as we tallhed In preparation for this foundation swork. This
work was conpleted on Fonday e August & T have retuestrd of Joe that he
sbserve this work to watoh for any archeelogical festures that misht be
amconmiercd. I alsoe requesticed of Joe that he gsk Tom Jowiett, the
‘gionstructian worker; to alsp watch faor archeclogical material. Tom has
orked previously at Sonoms Barraclks and had been sensitired o archoglogical
ralues by the Ccrews monitoring the canstruction work there. I had =ggohen R0
‘om last wioclk, and he indicated that he had salvaged spme artifociosl materss)
ilroady Juripg the site grading in Fuly, Tom oave me a 1ot of help ihi<s trip-.

2tring me roostablish the archeolagiral 4ri1d across the OFFicials' warters
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iﬁ_:uut wenticnedy we Frojoctesd tive apchealaaic=l lhawea 23 across tho

'£ ;tfuﬁllun site in arder top Facilitate mzppimg un the various fntrengge
Ferotures thal had been ernocountered i the seading v d trenching ror
Froundatiaons. This +runsisted af projecting the 233t -wesl Faselice thircuah the
ser-chmark on the southieest zide of the fert Aand wsing that line to set e A
sqring lane running Acrags dre <ite at & meters g th. T g rid 1ot
rerpendicular 1o thi=s st 22 peters o=t w33 alin et oap. aima Lreva linems
gints of referenre, Fhe strina Lines set wp By LT conftioal Bt crew whichk
narked bhe oubsade o dhe concerede peprimeler foondalions vrre pecordd, Lo
e thie Forisontal decotions of warions arche slogicoal

ST L W I 1t Fa

ira 3 mak esiny lhese recarded dimoensions when I retern to Szcranenio.

Mo archeolanical Foeasiaxres 1hat Jdid oot appear to hawye Socn 0wy -iod
JIG:I.EIHE].‘:' were the must nptable finds recorded doring this trip ta the fort.
[hkezt gpprear to be laroe post holes and post castbs lacated oaleng Lhe narthk
fgrid nmarth) building line. Freviﬁuﬂiu;:é“%;;;;he to have cor ot atad an Lhea
apulbz2rpn wWwAalle  Seweral other smaller features, 1ncluding what 2pp=ar to oo

several Smaller post heles amd as yet unidentificed intrusiang, weee 1Eeg

vefghded.

Teaiuere X - This fealure is larges =cuarish pit whrich conmbsins gwideicwa ofF o
lesat three posts. The feature was First nated By Tom Toewztt as bha Lo hhog
scavated a3 pit whieh 15 to kowtse the foundation of the fireplace that 1% 1o
o orrcunsEruc Lo wythe the FELciale’ Moarlors, pitgrm Toatn b Lorza

w onteti o af i Facty cowang Soam T owa el s oy e D e e e
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holes ercavated into the ypllow tandstang-<ubseoil aof the site. These are
::I(-}r. __3__ fept square and were positioned side-by-side; 1f they were, jin
facty two separate pest holes. MNesr the center of escth of these excavations
vapdued puost casts filled with a very dark friable midden-like matertral
(onlaining zame charcoal and very small, very decompased fragments af what
apptar fo Be pedeond. No artifacts were recowvered from fhesze fwn paost casts,
Glilhiough 3t was difficult to tell, 1t appears that the poste may have bosen
reund timbers that were squared slightly. These are aprrozimately 1 fogt
sulare. The material around the pust casts 15 8 mizture af tapsail and the
sandy yelluw subs®il remowved from il hole. Mo artifacts were found in this

packings erther.

The artifacts that alerted Tom to halt the bachhoe work were lacated in the
uwr- pu:.rl'ti-u:l-n of the featwre in what appeared ta be a third post cast Iocated
ketwein the fwo just discuseed. On firet eramination, these artifacts appear
to he turn of the rentury abjects; includinmg numbarse of fraamentary g9lass and
ctonceare bottles, and 1reon hardwdreylncluding stave parts, Filil material
thiat had Leen removed #rom the fFeature prior to oy arraval and which lay in
the backhur pit included & number of Fragmentdry commen red brick, as well as

cut sandstome building stome. Excawvation of the remainder of the feature

suygested that the rock, and possibly the bricHy were 1p Lhe F111 surrounding

the center post.

My fir.teuy in handling this feature was ta clean up 1te spouth face in order
ta iry ta uet & view of the prafiley while recerdimg ihe work as 1t prowressod

en e sl 2l o0 F11m. At Farsts oo ot o Ahirs was sumply 2 Qv h et

h(:' » poust hole character af it scon becane ewident. ftioae slides _. . ... -
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.y s oaf mow (Mednesday eweningd, the feature has not been ontirelty
e avatrd, altthaugh All of the artifactusl material has beeo removtd oand

etiangh excavation dJoane to rewveal the general character wf the fealurse.

This feature aepesrs typiical oF the Russian post holes previously cicavated in
the Arca in that the hales are rather large and are genecably sduare. |
suvgesi that the fFesture may cepresent at lesast ten, aod pocsibly Lhrees
Phazes of Lgnefructian and repeic. One ar both of the posts in the larage,
square st heles probasbly date t0 the uriginal conzstruction aof the tuildina
and cervad a5 sureports for the noethern cell ofF the OFFicials' fzrters.
Fephps one oF the zquare post hales represents inityal constructiasn and the
cecand a3 Fussian periad repair after the farst post Fad robtted off, I further
suigogest that the third post haley locaterd befveen the twoe and contaoining the
t@ ol the century artifacts, may reprosent an even later replacement of the
underpinnings for this nurthern 5111 angd that the acrtifacts cantained in thys
third(cenhﬂﬁ past hole may have kesn debris deposited in this depressinn by
Miwisien of Beaches and Paryds personn=]l when the building was dicazsembisd Aand
the site “tleaned up” an about 1315. If I remember correctly, samilar

ariifact drpusiLts were found in ather pest hnoles by Bryn Thomas alongy this

ngrth bpilding lineg,

Fecture % -« This fealure is snolher pact hole lovated near the noe boanct
torner oF the Building site. This fezture was cut by the Bsckbkae Letnch for
the fuundation of the western end of the builidine. It 12 a large, deop
intrusion in emich DOtk pPact cast and rock f111 that surrounded tRe cogt

FRETS
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photagraphed. The f£i11 in the post cast, which is L& feet wide, was
rim:'gd. Althounh few artifactys were recovereds; it was interesting to npote
that thesy would be compatible with a Fussian date for the feature. These
included two fFragtents of creamwares 3 small owhite glass seed Bead, and
szeveral pieces of very thin wWindow glass. These were located near the bBottom
af the post Lxsl, which alse contained 3 fFair pumber of fict-ciie sandstone
cubbles. Althowsh it 1s poscible that these artifactie fe2ll ioto the feature
after thke post had rotten away or was remaved, 1t is passible that they were
Coai
dopoesited umunﬁflt;ne5 placed in ithe obottom of the hole Ffor deainage prior to

the installatyon of fthe post.

(vre, FEAT 121 )
It was 1mleresting to npte that a second past hDIEAEImllaP itn size and degpth

ta *he ome discussed sJbowve was located immediately across the terench tgrad
E?J‘ from Feature ¥. This post hole had; however, been pxcavated previocuslys
as wWas imdicated by the presernce of plactic flagging tape im the battom ot tho
feziure. Thus, 20a1n we hawve 3 situstion similar to that of Feature X 1n that
there are large posts that presumably sUupposrted the 5111 of the buildimg
located in pairs alang its north side. I believe that 3 similar pair of hales
weEre alao recorded along this side of the building during prewvious (L5 70}
pacAvations, {ne ppssible interpretation of Feature ¥ is that it pertains to
Tty Jddi1tiuns that were located west pf the OFfFicials” GQuarters {as shown pn
thre 1317 Fedorowa mapd rather than the OFficials' Quarters itsglf,  Any
furiher intecpretations of these fFeatures will have 1T¢ Jdwdit wmapping and
compari=un a9f their locaticns with fthose previously recorded.

ithw 1. s L T
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aﬁih, if the assumption tRat theewe rapresent the noerthern building line 1s
:S:Ject_ Slthovals the awerasll dimensions of the buildine, s it 15 Lo be
‘eronstructed: seem to corcreseond wquite well with the arrheglogically
lemanstroted dimwnsiansy it appears that its placement may poet be cxartly
securate. Another factar that seems to confirm this statement is the fact
that the southern foundatiocn trench did mot seem to introde into the seriss or
large post holes that are dacumented atomg the sopthern hailding lime., If 1t
Aet ¢ placed precisely on 1ts srzginal Iocatione the 1 food plus wnde
fraundatren teench thould havwe ot threwgh that series 9f poet holee; 33 well.
e dueh indicatians are prescnty howsver, 10 AR2 1A walls af the saunthern
aundation trepeh, {HMaTE — 59u—g  TriuiH as Clgtlr o Ll LoeAL -'3-'1'-’3-
ST S T = E R N - EE sl l ReOEielEL -t LR
Geweral ather features were expaosed in the trench and anm the leveled area,
w@ I was not able to excavate or reatly examine in any detail due to 1ark of
time, Wep did attempts howewer, to record their locations and I will plot
{EF&T?ﬂELdJ
thoese om A site map, These imclude a large intruﬁinnhnear the rortheast
coenerr ofF the building, which apgears to e on a Line with Features X and Y.
S IFEATUES
One other very small ﬂﬁitﬁwlﬁ located sligyhtty north ¢of the narkh line of the
building neap the center of tie site. In the south walf:ﬁzith fouadatyon
trenichy several wery large intrusivns were espadsed 1n the side walls. I
prezuame that these represent the authanses that wkere recorded in 1975 =nd
previously, as sapms tg ke confipmed by the presznce of string, fligging * -pe,
(For T VT2 =

plastic,y etc.e in thesg interusiopns (altheoudh &ne&ﬁne5jﬁnt contarn ¢ Lear

evidince wf such recenl materiasls there are no hicstoric artifacts in in

e Il-—}

Al |
Cllitiery Bowewer 0000 mag o .0 Anslher previc-ly pacavated peesT Wnl=ﬂhﬂ3
vt L v Trea onuth foyndation t-oonnh v e o wr T Ly 2Tl T ownt - a4 =

b( rrmaa Another large shallaw intrusion vas naled along the woLst Coma Lt ion
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trench.hA This does not appear to have beert o post hale, although 1o artifacts

i & erncountered in it The Fill in this intrusion was af a =trange color and
tevtiurey suggesting that it ey vcentain large quantities of roast,. Hopefully,
the aee3 west of the building will be more corefnl]lly inwvestivated 0 the

fului e erior to any furtkher reconsteuction attempis.

Fhoe nest oveder of Businesy 2¢ far as the construction CrowWw 1 cancerned is ta
build the focms and paur the $oundations for the burldipg. Eecause of this,
the pramary cmephasis 1oday and vesierdly was 1o gexoamine 1he trenches in order
te clewr them far construction of the concrotle Foems.  Bill Goilinswarth
indicated that when they have hired more crew smenbers he intends to clear the
guriacg of the graded orea within the perimeter of the building:; which should
qive us A& bettpr loak at the site and assaist ws in 1dentifying any other
1¥E?piive featurea that might bp located within the perimeter af the

huilaing. It appears that the sand=tone substrata is higher gn the east and
dips to Ehw west., Thuesy while the sast end of the building site has keen
tleared entirely to this deposidt, malking intrusioos f1lled with darker top
501l Ffaarly abeiousy the wegtern end of the buildind site still tontains a
consi1dorable amount of darks loamys midden-like material. Thus, this makes it
diffacult to discern the ouatlines of any intrusions that may be located in
thais area. Tom Jewett did recover a number aof artifacts from a sinale (FEA_Z rzij
lecation in the western end of the bualding in a hole that he reparted went to
3 depth of about 30 imches below tke groumd surface. This area is 5till
unclearedy, hawevery making it 1mpaossible ta determine the prercise location
from whiiech tivis matezrial came. He did indacate that this pachet of artifacts

smr Toza®ue sttt 8 Feet gri1d sauth and s3iabily wesTt ef s F1 ocoole EmaT

-

3{_ i juct to the morth of the buildding site, This would put thise dopasit
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beout nn line with the ather features beliewved to represent the hislorie north
mr.iding line. This material appears to bBe wery similar inm character to that
gcavered from the center partiaon of Feature X§i thal 15, turn of the centoary
1lass ond stoneware. It scuemz Yikely ta me that what Ton encountercd 1o 1o
area wasy againy £111 an the bole left by the rotting andsor removal of these
timbers during the circa 1315 clearnup of the si1te. Again: hopefullyy clearing
3f this gnd of the buillding s1te will indicate the locafions at abhy oilbarp

Legturys previously eaxcavated ar as wet undetected in this zrea.

1 #oili 1%t was yarte fruibkful to talk tao the con<struciion crw and inedirate
some of the sorts of arohenloyical rescurces that we should be Awarer cof and
seord. I discuszed the opcoming wiility trenching locations with Ball
Callinsworth am qeneral ferms; he plans to Sstake these put next weeky in order
L we can investigate them prior te their ercavation by buackhoe. Se
indicated that the interior of the Officials' Guarters bhuilding will be 1eft
expored four sonz time, so 1t will Be poscible for us to da some Further
inverstiaAations here 2t such time as we come to do testing along fne ati1lity
lirne roautes, Bill alasg indicated that meeed—ed the IED;E fill material 4hat
was remewed from the QFFicoes' Duarters site wWill ke remaved shartly. At
precenty, much of thits 15 wcattered to the south ond west of the building
cite, I specifically requested that}in picking this material up for
trauwsportationy they were carnful not ta cet throwgh the previous graund
EuerLEr(whiEh ts3 #airly clearly indicated by the Ede in order that no
Further dizturbance 1% domne fto aoy archeolegieal evidence of the butldinas
located in thas corner of Lhe foprt., I =leve ached 2111 fo anfacm me a5 oan

b oo 0 me rrrert e e e Whie Mo Low o orLarndeilan wark

:( “vder ttat I mioht =checSule timu to oaet up to obuwerwe lhis ek odnD o peoenae



and sossibly aveid scne 0f 1he problcoms we hawe inm terrying to deal with

F turec uncovered on the OFfFigials” fuarters site.
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On Thursday and Triday, Dob Docken and I travelled Lo Fort Ros= to oontilage
Ehe archecioglioal aleamip Hork that T had Begun last werd. Work at that tioe
had indicated a ferlies of previocsly unrecorded post hole featares along the
rorth lipe of bLhe building. This now evidenee appeared Lo indicate that the
recooatruction as planned would resdlt in the boiladling being alightly afl' of
ita nistoricnl loeation and spproximately bhree Feek wider thanm 1t sheuld Le.
Last weekend 1 completed 2 map of the site, incoerporating the newly-fouosd
Featurcd a3 well ag all of the previous work bhat had been deone {1256, 1374,
i1, 1975, and 197681, 0o Monday, August 13, T showed goples of this drawving
to Frit: Riddell, who told me ko pass this Tnformation o Earl Carlson, the
projest archibect.  Additienally, I briefly diseessed aue alteenativea with
Earl ({1]) Contfnue with recoratruction of the buildizng as layed out; [2) Do
alignt adjustment to bhe locatiecn of bke Poundabtien trench in order ke being
the bulldirng inta oloser aiignment with its historic loeabion; and

{3} Redcsaign the bullding In erder to saWe ikt the proper dimen=ions, as
indicabod By Ehe archeclegiceal datal). The latter scunced like ouite an
crporaive praposition, and a3z the wraad faformatien spar whiah the existing

rons were bzoed ted Tewnoprovided by our ofo0io0, T b omeers Rba oot



We discyzsed obher posaible explapationa for Lhe newly encounbered foatures;

Ty that point it had become appﬁrent Lhat maore fleld York would be needed tio

verify or refute this new interpretation.

On Wednesday, Bill Pritchard, Mike Tueker, Glenn Bureh, and I bplelfly ©
discusoed the new Findings at lunch bime. We, agaln, discuzsed other posaible
explanatiqgns for Ehe new featurca, although oone secmed more plawailble than
the likellhood that they reppesented the north side of the bullding. Aa I
understoed 1t, Bi1l, Mike, and Glenn preferred ta havc the project go ahead asg
planrieed ip fepe that a rajor recvaluation of the bullding design might well
reault in a peohlbitive fporeaae in projeck egats that might in tard rcadically
delay or even canciel the peeodfest. At the time, given that drastic socenaria

(pomsible death of bhe projeck], I agreed with them.

Later Wedneszday afterncen [ had a long discussicn with Jerry Stanley, O34,
regasdipgg building placement, dimensions, and upsews subaurlace work For
utility linea, I, at thiz time, wma3 ati)l assumlng Ehat eodealgn of the
project bo make the uilding reflect the archenlogloal coalitlea was
unfeasible. Jerry and T discussed the various aptlions on toe placemenkt af
ubillky lipes in =ome depth durlng thia conversation, 1 had discuszed theae
previoualy with Earl, and he agreed to peepare a drawlog reflecking bhese
pozaiblilitie= to wolech we could respend as far as the culbkural re=zouree

mitigaticn neads.

By Taursday moroing, the Jay #2 worc ko leawve Qo Fort Rosa, it had become

ceam that the ey information and the gursbiczn of Lhe oaztosl alze and

placezent of the building soampared witn Shabk of the rcoconateucted veraion, had

—_———,—,—— e ——



begeme an lssue rathecr than z2imply an ioteresting =ebt of archeological data.

T returncd the call to Dale Buschke, Assiatant Disterlet 2 Superintendent. 1
agreed 1o stop by the district beadguartera 1n Sanka Roza an cur way to Fort
Hozs and dellver a gepy of cur mp to him and disouss the pasgible
intarpretatisna,. BDale, Bab Duck;n#, Lloyd Geisninger, and I atbended bhis
meeking. Lloyd, the RBussian Hiver Area Mamager, #as very concerned aboub the
siluaticn, and wisd alamant adout wanting to bring the question into the Gpen,
get all of Lhe Tasks and posaibie alternativea en the table, and get input
frem all Involved parties within the Departsent as well As the Fur} foan
midvisgey Commitbea. We all agreed It was appropriabte Lo aak Ear¥£:£;‘;:1t any
Tfurther work b the offlcial'a iﬁﬁﬁiéiﬁg unt1l auch 2 meebling could take place
and a decizien Shat wos mutwally satiafactory reached. By thia Lime, it gaa
obviouwa kthakt this was the only acceptable course af actiod; I regreb bhat I
had ek pereeived the altuaklen for the zegnaitive lssue it waa, butbh had rather
kaken a deleztiat attitude that nothing <auld be dome, that it was too late to
=ake any changea. Lleyd's rhetorical queation, "Haw are we gaing to sxplain
to park visikors for the pext 200 years why the building Ls the wrong aize and
is in the W@roeng place®, raglly agemed to put the ahart-term expedienoiea and

long=-term realitles iato per=pectiwve.

After the meeting, Bob and I had lunch, bouwght groecerbes, and prooeeded Lo

Fork Boaa. By this bime it sas mld-alterooon.  We weorked late and Lhen went

el T
ko the old archeslogist canmp and had a fipe dimner with Joe Hopd, Tom Jduik,

and Rosales. We worked bhrough the Followlog day {Friday) until about S:00

and reborned to Sagrazecbo, arrivipng ahaagt 9:30.
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Deacriptiona of the archeolegical Features (post holes) found, cleaned up, and
recorded, Tollows below. Theoze are showt an the ascagpanying map, which ia am
updated versico of the drawiog prepared laat week, Bob ﬂﬂckfn, A historlan
vhe pgenerally works on mielog-related reagarch, was of great aaziztance 1n
thia venture. OQur strategy was Eo olean up-the vpper surfaces of the
intruaive featurea, expoded by grading of the building aite, and vertical
facea ol btheae featuraz which had been cob by Bhe foundation brenching. HWe
depended heavily on the vacuum clegner for this clesnuep woprd. In mesk cases,
zome exeavablan was invelyved in order ko get a olear Rerizontal section of
geach feature. Thia waz done with pick, shawel, and tnaéi. Bepauze of lack of
Lime, detnll plans were ppopleted for some but net A11 of Lthe new features,

Wo did take a nuzber of eclor slicdes of gach Ceatupe.  Toward the end of the
day, Bob outliced the peat hole intrustons with red flagging tape, and the
paat casts wikhin tke poat holes wikh whibte s3tring lo crder tihat the
corpealtion and lecaticn af Ffeatures would be slearly ahown in bhe
photograpghs, 1 cllobed up an ptles of lupbep 40 bhe porch ralliags of Lhe new
commandants bouac just before we left and took overall photographa of the
bullding site; the flagging Lape sade the lecation and alignoent of Lhe

features yary obvicus fer theso phatdagrapha.

Niewly resgrded feabtures along the north buidding line sre descrlbed bhelow

(from east to waat]: fELes <% oAl Foonaih ':,-_.I AT
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FEATURE W: [mee map for grid coordinatesa)

Thia large post hole, which @ma cut by the east foundatlon treonoh, appears to
have supported the northeast cormer a0 the bubkldiag. The post was
approximately 40 cma wide, as indloabed by Lhe poat caata. The post hale
btaell is aboub 90 oma wide; rocks were nocked in the bole arsund Lhe peat
Cooe F1ides oos, o~ 1o The post hole was about 92 oms In depth belaw
the present graded ground surface, A pertlon oF the Till 1o bEhe poat casta
waa re=gved from the brongh alde wall. Sewveral artilacta were tecovered
Ineluding & rectangular plege DF?;ﬁEE{?Lﬂ. which was recovered rear the center
of the $poft cazts about BRllway down. ThHe loser portion af bthe poxt hole
1t=e1f ia& about 52 ¢ma wide. A& shallower Introazion adicina the deepep poat

hale on che worth.

zgrnme 3

Thia large post hole 18 about BO cms wide and 99 oms long (east to west), The
¢ast of a rectangular pest is ¢lesrly vizibie in the weatern aide of the hole
{res zlidez -  }. The puat 1tsclf appears to have been 4% coa wide
and 53 ¢em= long. Two small uprlght redwood posb remnants stand 1o the cast
end off the poat pcaska which la filled with the typleal dark bBpowm-gray ftop
w1l that coavers the zurrounding marea. OF paedioular fptercst in Featurs Z
are several Flecd red brick fragmenta that arc enbedded io the paokicg
caterial serretnding bhe post casten,  One of Ykene saonears bo cxhizit a

ro—zlete, mczsuprable widin (ohogt 2700 fealond, Tma brictz Cinufaeturs? dn

“ne arex by the Fuszlans are or have appoarc] Yo =ave boen wider than bthe




comagly A=erican red brick {Y inchea). Aa tka bBrick has not been reopved, wHe
are net, sure If the lepgth dimeralcn will pe obkainakle. Preseﬁig ef the
bedek 1p bhe packing arpound Ehke pﬁat%--t{e—‘i—giﬁthe ipterppretatlian of thia
as belng o Bussimy Festure. TH would appear that the ared contalning thla

Teature was ccavabed 1o 1971, Apparchtly it was not ldentified as auch at

thzt time-

FEATIRE X:

h meries of three adjeining post grats.  [%ee last week™a nokeal.

FEATURE W:

This Feature is a scries of potrly delioed Intrusiona into the wunderiying
yellowish decomposing sandstone, I waa atill werking on these late Friday
afterncon 2o have not fully delineakbed theml One alecnt cireular iatruaton
(20-25% oms in dlameter) dges cenialn fragmenta of redwasd and may be proat

caats. Thia feature may comalak of 3 amail poat casts andfer a series of

redent bursaughs.  This feature gonld additional exAamination.

FEATURE ¥:

Tais i5 @ large oval-akzped po=t kele about 12% cmd long [=ask to west] =an

b7 ¢nu wide, The post casts, which i3 Fllled with the typicel dark tep =zail,

BF
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contnins a oebatantial amcunt of weod loeluding Falely well preserved pob knot
in the upper Zurface. {52 photo nos. - .} The posl castd 1a ahout
I cma wide and TO <mo ledg. The eastern alde aof the peal caastd was poorly
defined, hewever, akipg it Qiffloull, to estimate Lhe origiral widih
[eazt-wost] af Lhke post. lacakicn of the wood in tkhe casks auggests tkat thke
posts waa at leat 46 cos wide in this dimeraion. The FI11 in the kele
murraunding the post vastd cortalng A typlesl of decomposcd sandatone and
sandstbeone rocks,  Eeveral glazs, cerante, and metal artifacts were eroauntzred
in the casbern aide of Lhe post casts. Of First coxamination, these appesp ta
ne 1ate 19kh e early 20tk zentury oblects. Featuore VW ogad bhe oexb “wo
Featurcs to bhe Wesbh weqme dug, a%t Jeast in park, fnte the wvrderlying sandstone
bedrack, which wplifts toWwarda the surface in this area within the wodtern
Faundatlon trench 1t=elf; kRowever, the atraclgrapky appeszes ko ke made ap ol

atratiftad layers of deccoposlrng zandstone Pgravel®.

FENTURE 3:

Thia foature was flrat egqecoentered in the 1970 excavations, and is ahown oa
papa of those findings az kwo pasta placed 2lightly more than a meker apart.
Only the upper surface of bhe Toature wias expeaed in 1999, in arder to verily
its locetion with respest ta bhe obher Cegbured, Thers hax alWwaya Deen
ganalderable problem in abtbexzpllng to precisely correlate the mapa from bhe
pre-19TS praleal with the fMfndinga pecarded accarding %o Ehe meteic gsodd
eilahlizhed 1n 1975. One reazon Car thia problem was the fagt Lhal csveral

-

i Lnw Bridoaxiy Aalierdstents had bhoen easd peevigusly. TRIS IR A oneeeioan

T

about 175 eoms iz 1englh &od 85 oos tn widhh.  Little of the Interiar £111 wia




recowed, and no dlstinct pont easts were nobed.  In Dlack and white phategraph
of thiz feabture, apparently datlong from 1k3 original axcavabionm, 13 inciuding
in the First report by Seyan Thamas. Thig Aeema to «oanfirm that the Teature
deagrited and Feature IIL are one and the aame. It Ahows that the easkern end
of the fTesture had been dug oubk at that time. The 1979 location dosa not
cppeenpand precisely wikth thak of Feature IIT 43 interpelated onko Ehe 1975

grid map f{ses abbachied =anpl,

FEATURE 126:

Work this week indicates bhat Feature 125, firat recorded in 1976, 1a larger
than initlally thought. The Teature, which was enly partially ancowored in
1976, was Foand ko contaln theee rather than one post casts, and Was
conalderably Toenger Bhan First bkheoght. The entire feature 18 abaot 150 oma
Leg eask-west but bs of Calely Ilrregular width, 23 it 1a in part dug inko
aolid sandatone. Ho clearly-defiped past cansks is visible In the castern
portlon of the featﬁre, which was unzovered 1in 1978, T balieve thakt = falr
amounk of late igih garly Z0th cenbury trash was cecovered froo the £fALL of
this rcaturq;ﬁﬁlthaugh I w111 kawve to check the fleld notex from that
projeck. The two newly recorded posat ecasts ars generally rectangular, but are
peiented tepegulaply With respeck ko che” dnokkhywhich-Is-paraEeledig othar
ractangular pesis,. These past oasts are generaltly amaller and eloser tao
squase Lhan the other rectangalar posts aleong the morth bulldimg lite.
Central essbt measures appraxicately &7 » I8 cmda. The westercnoast east is
zppoeRiSAnely A0 x40 ema. Thiscpast speersa to hzve Deen o plnoed aaninut She

axbeciar of Lhe post hale.



FEATURE T:

Thia amall redwood poat s located north af the 31ll iine ol the officialts
sorridora, It® geoneral logation wad determined last week. The kole coantains
waad n kmot), whish may bave been a paszk abeut 4 x B drche in 9ize. We have

rat taken into deta’™l measureronbs or deawtngd ol this featoere.

FEATERE 5@

Thiz intruafon aleng the wesat foundakion trench wias again lockad at, atthoaugh
it wam pat eleaned up or recarded in detall. Hrelef examinatior shawa It to he
a Fafrly aquare beoktomed kcle, 1a as typical of many af the pozbt holea logated
on the alke. wWe =t1l]l Bave Yo elean this Teature B atd record 1L, Tala post
and any athers located 2t the enda or o the Inkerior of Ehe building have now
becane of conslderable interest. In peference to the guestign of ke lacabion
of the interiar parbitions and qoeridars, If cne bulldig 13 ko be redesicned.
Mow Ehat btRe nocth Silding lioe ka3 been olemcly definmed, it i3 iaporbankt ko

do simllar eleanup of otbher previcwsly upexcavabed areas within the inteclor

of the building.



FEATIRE Y:

Poat hulerrﬂbablj one of a pair with Feature |21, whickh 13 preagmad to be the
northwest corper of btke officlal's barracks, The celdsd Freature T,

Feature 113, and other as yet wnexsavibed poat boles to the weab of Feature ¥
probably supported the north skde af the two north-south btrending raosms that
wire attalhed to bhe weat end of bhe official's corrideora buelldiog, a=z drawn

on the 1817 map. (See last week's notes for further desoription of Featups Y,

10
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FORT ROSS NOTES, AUGUST 20, 21, 1979

Last Thursday, after meeting with Dale and Lloyd in Santa Rosa, I called Beth
to arrange a meeting with Mr. Tryner in order that I could go over the new
archeological evidence and discuss our next moves. She set this meeting up
for 1:30 on Monday. During the morning, I added the features recorded on
Thursday and Friday of last week to the site plan and made several copies
showing the proposed reconstruction location versus the actual historiec
location. In the afternoon, I met with Tryner and Fritz B%%ell. We discussed
the evidence, and the reasons why the previous archeological work on the site
had not yielded a more complete picture of the building. Tryner commented
that this situation appeared to be an indictment of "percentage archeology",
wherein only a portion of the site is sampled, rather than the entire location
being thoroughly examined. In this case)even though a fairly large percentage
of the site had been sampled, it was done in several different phases; no
single investigator ever had a major portion of the site exposed at one time.
In the case of the 1976 work, the probiems with a sampling strategy are
apparent. Looking at the map, it appears that units were placed in an attempt
to locate the north wall, although the assumptioné about the building granted
prior to designing the sampling procedures were such that the test units were
generally placed too far to the north to catch the north side of the

building. This is always a problem with a sampling procedure, and can be

avoided with certainty only by complete excavation of the sites in question.

11
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Teyner's decislon waa that FPEI division's atand would ke to request Lthabt the
building plans be modified to make the reconabtructed bollding eo-svespond with
the dimenslcna and placement of the historie building asz indieated by the now
arckeslogical data. He indicated bhat if a decision were made Lo 1gnore our

recomnendsation and reconatruct the bellding as drawn (that is, Lnaccerakalyl,

Erat sueh A4 decislon would have to come frem the Director's of Flee,

ifter Tipdshing oy meeting with Fritz and &im Tryner, I delivered a copr of
the updated alke plan o Earl Carleaon and dissdased the matter 1o some detiail
wikh him. We reexazined & nuober of hiatoric photeographs of the eaat end of
Lhe building as it appraced during the Aoerican perlod and attempked to acale
cyt the widih of the building on Rhase photegraphz, uzing the digensions of
the window pains, wisible In the phetegraphs, as a palnt of reference.
cohn MeKenzie, 1n his motes, had compared bhe windows slwm In theze
photographa with tkhose 3till pressot in the new costtandant '3 house ab that
tee {lace 1950s.parly 1960a), and had determined that they were of the same
type and size, He listed the dimensions of the windaow Eﬁ?ﬁ% in the Mew
aofugandant 'a house gt that time as belog 9 x 12 ipches, with a total width of
30 inchez. Uzing thisz atandard on the avallable historic photos of the east
end al the official's soreldors, the widik of that building 2acdled out Lo From
27 tp 2] feet. Thu=, this apprara Lo Sorecapond quite well with the
archeol ggy-deteroined widibh of the baildlog (just zlightly lesa tham 23 foetl,
a3 well as the 18471 Inventories dimensioas af 21 Ffeet, and 7 metera [abouk
22 feet 9 tnches}. In fact, about the anly historie sowrce indicated =
2o=faol digension Cop the building is bEhe %Weasay map, dravn im bhe 134901.
Sl Sap, wmich 1: dieensiecmed, snowa the bmilding correctly as 70 feet long
bt as bedng 25 reet wlde. Perhaps Lhe @ap carer was including the asves
awlfor znd hay yebl andeeumented poreh or walsway.

12
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I comwewed Teynerta dfeclslion to Earl, and we discussed bhe changes that would
arrtually Have to be made to gorreet the existing plana. It appearz thabt maat
pf the detall drawings can remaln bhe same. Thoae tkat will eertainly have to
be redrawn Llnglude the Coundaticm plan, the Clogr plan, .ard the end
elevationad. Ip reality, the aide elevations wWwill be modifled sorewkat aa tke
ridge of Ehe roof will e lowered somedkat il Lhe pikech tz kepbt whe amme Wit

the buildirg cade =o-ewhabt narrawer. Earl did mentilon, howeyer, that a aeries

of Pas-buylet"” Jdrawings should be cade of the steucbure onee it ia completed,

and that some af the needed changes might possibly %e adequately reflecked in

Lhese drawingas withoub bhaving bto entirely redo Lhe exi=zbing plans pricor Lo
conasrueticn of khe building. Although no commitmentz were made durlng Lkia
conversatlon, T did come away Crem 1Y feeling bthat ¢changlog the plan to

arcurately eeflectk the historle realitiea may not be as difficult, unfeasible,

or expenaive as I bad originally imagined. I have becn very Impresaed with

;a:-;’ll :Ig”a LE j::,t,_":i!: j];::l q{:gpﬁr:ﬂ 1. igf}'lil,.hrm:%h;u I:._T'% h*lj_:lg. .Iggilih: ?l-m?iﬁ"":_" gy, ot Ao Cudn
Although 7 bad intended bo leavwe Cop Colugdla and the Fallon Bakel pralect on
Tuaaday morning, I apent abcol twe-thleds af the day in the office bylng up

Topae eada. Thisa inelpded @etting coapiens of bhe wpdated Offizial's Cerrldoprs

map 1k the mail o Lleyd Geissipgr, Dale Busghke, BL11 Coilimsworth, and

Joo Hood. T oalled Collingsworth to let him kemow Tryner's stand on this

izsue,  IC appears that no final declsicn witl be made on hew Lo prococed until

rext week, aa Hill Pritohard and Mlke Tucker are Lo Sitxa this week For a
canference an Rusalian Amerlcan sebktilessnbk. I widerabtand “Fey will hLe

coainiinE v DaliTer e wedharanled W s on.mier ool Buggian sonslars and

dranitapbes, bagludieg Seetlona, Foderpwn, and wikh thas will vislt Fork

13
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Fean. The timing of thia smvenk =ecms rakher ironte 53 Ma, Federova Ia the

ludy who first published the 1317 map of Fort Rosa. IF the decizion 1z made
o, O

to modilfy Lhe plana of the Orficial's Boerlder to conocur with the avallable

archeologleat/historical information, ik will be a Feather in the Departaent'a

cap; 1 wnderatand that mosh of the histeric presecvabiod- work, currently being

done in Huaaias’ is lop notch.

I fipally left for Columhia SHE abaut 2:340.

£=TTH3C

14




Farte Hoag = Ogrriciala Quartars

Kotes, Friday, August 24, 1979

I rerurnsd feom Tolumbla State Histeele Park last nignt and spent the day in
Ehe affiee and the lad. This afterncon I took & copy of the Fort Aess
AlFiciala quartars mas Lo Mike Tucker and discunsed Lhe poasible
interprecaticna of the new-Cound Ceatares in zome detall wilibh him. Mike
dazsrlt sa2em to have any brouble with the iaterpretatiaon J prmpqgejtﬁr Lhat
the neg=-found features represent the north side ol EWe officials guarters
bullding, and thakt the atructure ia =scmewhat narrcWwer bhan previooaaly assused
labcut 23 feeb rarher than the 25 feet 10 inchez ahown on kne pilanal. I alszo
disvyssed the Yarious problema with contradintiona berwect the arghecloglcal
cvidence for the location of the Xuskoy House and bhe varlcus docooenbary
aoiprees, especially the 1817 map. T did state however, that bthe availahle
evideoce 15 such thal It 1a not prasible to resalye the appatant
cortradictlions between Lhese varlcus aources af ewidence. PosslbillbYies
remain that [1] the 1817 ﬁap La wreng in showing the approximately three zceter
gap betuwepen the rear of the Kuzkov House and the stookKade; (2} the south side
of the bullding may have been built on a 5ill andfor archealogical evidence
far that zide af £he structure may kave besn deatroyed in tkhe paskb; or (3 the
styckade oay have cariginally bheen placed somewnal farther Eo She narth Yhan
the prezent reconaktruction. T gave Tuoker & copy of Bryn Thamists ceport on
the Xuakav House, a3 well as a copy of my 3975 field netes discuzaing the
contradlictiicna between Lhe archealaglical and docuaentary cyidenos, Hige nasd
“p oqug geinp to zes D11 Pritchard cuer Lo woodred med o eagid disaces Bhis

mattor with Bim,

B



ofricial Querters

=enday, Auguat &7, 1979

Tnta morphng I xek with Mike Tucker and EBi1l FPritchard of the Intepective
Servicea Sectlon and again discunsed the new archeologlcal evidence far the
slze ang placement af the capital officialws Quarkers Aullding at Forft Reas,
we did dizcuss the pousibilities that these festurts mipnt cepresent an
earliasr atructure; fd othee avidence efxlsta that w»23uld peint bto thia
interpertation, howewver. The archeglagicrl ovldence gives no indlcation that
an undecumented ateuckbure is repregsented. I conveyed to them (aa I had to
Tueker on Friday) thak bthe archegtogleally deternined dimensiona based on the
new finds seed Lo correapondesd uore eloscely with the avallable pheotogrphnic
ard archival evidence than did the dittenaion gliven in bthe drawlags (25 feet 10
inches). Thia is based on & reexamination of three historic phaktographs
ahoving the caat ond of Ehe strogbure, The acale Cpom which the oulldings
widkbh Waz determined o thesc photogragha wag derlved fpom the windows, wWwhnich
Jehn MeKenzie in unpublisbhed oobés ot e bullding lndiéatud erisyred O x 12
inomes par pane, with a tobkal widbth of abeut 349 inshea. Thiz wazs based oo
caonparlson W1th other hmerican windows present lo the Wew Commandant'a Haouse.
The Aew dimensian Alza zee=rs to coarrespondemt moce closely wich those 1isgted
in the 1541 inventorloa (scven Seters, or 22.9% Teet; and 27 feeotd. We alup
dizscuzaed the fact that tee acurecs glving a dimeaalon of 2% Feet are alao
¥rown., One of these i3 the 1992 Veazay map Which tadicates the dimenaion of
2% feet, and a statement by E. Aufus {184 I pelisve) which also givea o 39
Togt dimomsiom,  Tp Yhe snd, Bowedep, we all ag-eed that the evidepee for =
width of somewhat Lesa Ehan 23 Teet seecs the meab probable, and that the
arebalogical feitureza proseat are halicdably explafipned by the offigiala

guartera Wwrllding shown in the histerie pRotogerdphs and the A=erlcan period

L7
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shed addition to the south side of that building, without resorting to an

explanation based on a hypothesized earlier structure.

In the afternoon Bill, Mike, and myself went to the Resources Building to met
with Neil Johannsen, Jim Tryner, and Fritz Riddell. There was considerable
confusion over the time and place of this meeting; when we arrived we found
that Earl Carlson was not available and that the meeting had been put off
until 8:30 tomorrow morning. It would have been futile to try to hold this
meeting without Carlson or another knowledgeable representative of the
Development Division, as the real question at this time is whether it will be
feasible for the architecture unit to redo the necessary drawings without a
great time delay. I had, from my meetings with Earl last week, sensed that
this alternative would be feasible and that the size and placement of the
buildihg could be modified withouéﬁghe delay. I had conveyed this to Tucker
and Pritchard in my meetings with them, which seemed to be a comfort to thenm,
as they are both very concered that any delay or rescoping of the project

might result in its cancellation.



OFffiolal Quarters

Tusaday, Rugpuat 28, 1979

This ﬁnrning at 8:37 a.m. I attended a meeting witi Hell Jokanmaes, Bob Dhbs
of Lhe srchitecture unit, F. A. Riddell, Mika Tuckar, and Bill Pritechard. X
took a 2opy of the 3ite plam aocwing the newly lacated archeaslogical features
and dimcossed thole Intepretaticna and implicablons a3 Far a8 bhe ascuracy of
the afficiala QQar:eruhr&cﬂnutrwchEi dohannean expressed his desies to (1)
sea bhe building reconstucted accuraktely and (2] not Lo delay the
reconatruction praject. Bob Uhte, who had been preseab ab the mpeetings I held
with Zarl “arlson a week agd, Indicated that the architecbure untb ceald
redraw the foundation plans within a few daya, il we could provide the needed
dimenslopna. He indicaked that Aon Yaughn would be deing thlas work, E
indicated that we could have aceurate dieensiona and placement measurenents
availale within a e days, prabably at leazat by Feiday. Jfohannsen set a
date af Zeptexcber 4 For providing these Muazurementa, and a deadline aof
Zeptenter T Co 5 new foundation plan, whlch ia what the OSR crew needs to
prociesd with the gomstucklion Wwork. I al=c dizoussed the probable eosb of
complebing cur work on Ehe afficlala gquarters site apd doing Cleld work nesded
in canfunction with the excavatfiecs of utility line teehchea. T presented o
budgi Figire of 33,T50.00 for ane sonth of ffeld bime and acconpasying manth
af labgraktory and report proparation time (o myaelf ané:;rnhﬂﬁﬁaginal
apegeialista. This Figure Lneluded travel egats,  Johasrsen instegetled Uhte to
try o Timd 55,000.00 Lo azaist in this work, Altheugh the archaalopy of Lhe
O T -
alfoetals guirter Elta itself:h5¥¥ Lren D&mpleteﬂ prowvieusLy, LRt plans whilch
segwnd gtelity 1%nes bas rot coce thraugh our office For rovied previoudly,

ard thi= ima wepk we did rot anticipate or budget Cor. I discuessed the 2modnt

ol wark peeded %o obtiin che me3supenents Jeohannsen wanted by Sephepoher 4,



Johannsan yalunbeored to cope wp and Wers over the Labor Day weexend L thia
waa necedsary. I oindteated that thilia was & possipllity if 1t laoked li<e we
could pol cosplete Lhe work bcofore that tize, bul alao iadlcated I AL3 nok

think this would be necoasary.

Following the zeetimg 1 went ta the arghitectiral units offices ko talx to Ron
Yaughn., Kon Vaaghn indicated that he would meet 28 ak Farb Rass on Friday
mornlag in arder to abktaln the meascrements needed BO redraw the foundatiom
plan. o Teeaday afternoon [ prepared ©or Che gpoasing trip Lo fort Aosa.

Bobh Docken will again accvompany e Eo help kith this work, Thoia afterroon 1
reterned to Sear'sz and purchasecd ancobher large =hop vaoann For ase at Fort

doss, The cne purchased previously is new belng used on bne Calushlia fallan

Rotel Project.
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Fort Ross Official'a Quarters Reconstrustion

Auguat 29-3%t, 1574

n Hedneaday morning, Bob Docken and I returned to Fork Aoas to contisge bhe
excavabion and recording of the archealoglical TFeatures comatruckion aite
preparation work. We had begun thia work the week belore lask. Lzat week T

wirked Iin Coluchbla, awmiting declzlaoma aa btg the course of qork at Tthe
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efficlal's guartora.f Cur first job was to detormine with as much certailnby
and preclialest 4% possible bhe exast iecation ol the perimsbter af the hlatoric
Euilding. Thke architeckt, EBon Vaughno, 18 to ke hzre Frliday to get Lhe

dlamrnsicna he noeds ta deaw the new faundation pland o the recoastoaeblan.



Cur atratcgy For eatablizking the lagaticna of the asubl, eazk, aald weat

Suilding lines was ko uncover the corrner posts and detersine bhe pracize

location #f the bwo adjoining exterior 3ides of the :poat oasts wWithing thazse

Teatures,  THis wad made sooewiat Moqe difftewlt by the fack bLhat three ol

tocse Feabures (107, 119, and 121) bad heen =ntirely (oF aestlyd cleared gk

Auring the 1376 vork, wileh obliterated thée post costs themsalwes. Excellent

racordas in the (arm of descriptien and detailed drawings are availlanle,

hokeves, which made it possible to relozate the outalides of Yhe pont casts

Wit pefgrancs o Lhe aublizne o e poat hole Ltaell, wWhich wete still



BN

vwislble in bhe Foundaktlon Eranaidewalla. The precise logation of the axterop

of the post caat in Feature W wad alae difficult to determine, as much as that

Feature had becq remowsd hy the backhoe excavatlion of the [dundatlan trench.

In grder b0 establish the grlginal bullging linea, the corner poat Teatures

which had previcusly been excavabed were cleansd out. Heb exoesavated the looze

Fill Teom & large portion of Peature 107, ab the =outheazt carner of the

building. A& large stene shown i the 1376 drawing was present fn the hole,

although it appeared that it kRad been maved Scomewhat From its oreviosa

pagition. Here the preclze lacatlen of bhe corner was desiveod ualog the 1378

skhekbehe  Khen he had cooplebed thia work, Eob began work on Frature W, ak the

northeast <orner of the building. Io Ehia iastance, the posat cast location

wind Aefierally Jdefined oy an ahaence of a=all atanes wiihin kthe M11l1.  In bhia

Szue bRe Till zprnpnd Lae poot opst gl Cees Tiktle 1o eolor Tram Ehe paberial

within Lhe @ast 1tself (sea slides = ). Thore aid aee= ta



generally De Fower rocka within the presumed post cast area Iin Ehe leower

paortion of Feature. Anobher aspect of the feature tThat seemd Lo @onflra the

loration af the post 1tzetl Lo the ameoth bard packed Lhin layer of clay at

the bobkom of ke hole. & sizbllar phenemenon waa noted in several ather

Featuras, anpd was menkigned to me by Gary Aeinhoel when T aaw him lasb s5eelk.

He had worked on the 1976 projest, znd commented on the nresence of a dist!pot

graylah <lay deposit at the bottoem of a nucher of the prasumed Aussian postal

Teatures excavated at that tide.

¥hile Bob worked on Featurea 191 and W, I bagan to clean up Features 119

[southwedt ecornet] and 121 (northwest corner}.  Soth ol Rhess had al=o been



coryvaked in 197&. Because btne 1ezatian of the Fourndablon trench was alpsest

b the actual Risto=ic lozation at che zouthwsst aoerner, the foundation bBrench

had rezeved zost of the ypper partion af the feature. Tne large, generally

raunded oubkline of the post hale d1d extend 1% or 20 centicebers inta the

bat e of the foaadaticn trench, The center of the feat was Cllled with loose

loa= and sandatone cobbles, some of which had slumped io Trom the goutsside

Wwall af the trench, A plece of cobbon stelge waa ourled fn toe atones

gmbied®ed in tne south sbide wall of the Erench within about 20 centiteters ak

the naottom of the eanch, lndicating that moat of the wupper zaterial had baen

eityvated and hacklilled., A Calrly saed packed stieekh surlface thab I

ifkterpret & De bthe bottem o The post cast wud abtill evident below this looae

rill in the certer af the Teature. The grayl=h colar menticned by Gary was

etdgnt hera Alcthough wia Falrly thin, It appeirs to e fo e a disoplaratlan

of Ehe sebapil material inta kidich bEke poat kole waa dug.  Several dore BEroum

hasd packad patpnes swera alsy wizlble. A nuober of sandstase aobblzas Were

Lo



Facked arcuing the edpey af the features. IE was very AiFFicelt, howeves, to

determine weather bhesze ware Lack{l1l or were the atonef tnabk had criginally

ey packed araurs] ke pest,  The rock showr in the 1976 deawing do not

cerrespond pracle=ely ko bthoas preszent in bthe bobbtom of the kEcle, Ehd= migzkt he

because the plan of bhe Feabture wiw drasd ab a sooiewhat higher icves.

Feature 121 i858 She aosthwest carnes peat af bhe afflclal s quarters.  This was

al=o excavated 1n 1976, s was bhe case with Feature 119, moat af the post

hale appeared ta kave pecn cleaned oat by the edarlier exeavablon, aithouzh a

rmbaepe af pocks that might have aripleally bBeph prasent a3 packing arourd Ehe

past remalnoed after I had cleaned the locse 111 aut of the C2ataore.



Dekermlnakien of Ehe exact lacation of the posk cast whibthin Feabkure 121 uwas

rpade 3gageahat difficult by the fact that the western bBAalf of bne Feabure nad

been removed by the trenching for foundabicma,

Foature 3 15 a post dele feature that w3s exposed by bhe excavation af the

weatgrn foundaticn trench. ‘When work on the carmer post was complebted I bogan

the clean wp and excavation of Foaturs 5, a8 it appearod thab bhe pask iLb

represanted would glive ua anobher point on which Lo bame the weat Guilding

lire. Thig [eature i4 located approxicately hallway bebween Featurs 121 and

Faature 11%, althougn it La allghtly closer to Feabture 119 Foct ta

Featura 1%49; feet to Feakture t21, center to center), Thua, Feature 3

sees ko be A genter support for the 3ill reoning hotween Ehosc tw> corner

puuta,  TUg presepee @0a rathas anexjested, A3 no compabible post hele was

Courrd along the eaat end of the bullding, oot withln the intorlior of She

streeture.  Thila featuro appeatad ko be a falply bypleal squaria¥ past fole



atcut 85 centimetara acraan, with an irregalarly shaped bub well deflned peat

cazk about 38 centimetera wide., The eask=wea% thickoesd of the peost cast ia

wmunown, a5 the weaktern extreme of the feature wazs remowved by Lhe backhos, 1%

does pak appear to exeeed ahout 30 eenbipmebera, Rowewer.  [See Deature record

Tor descriphtion and drawings). A number of naila, sase of which —ay be of the

wrought varlety, were recavered from the post cast, A large Fragpent of

Chineae export porcelaln waa recevered embedded =ecurely in pozt hole Fi11

initially packed 1im the hole around the poat. Fresence of thia ceramioes zesma

very aaapatible with a Auzzian period origin, R 3mall fragment of Prarlware

and a tiny Tragment ol a lignt blue tranaler printed or abtamped earthenware

wara alzo recovered. Wnile the upper portlion el toe 2oak hele F111 consisted
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aff Jecompaalng sand=stone and small =andabtone Fragments,; large cobbles to amall

bauldera were packed arcund the base of the pest, particularly enm Ehe

northeaat alde. A Tew brick Fragments wWere present in Lhe wpper portlon of

the poat hole Fill.

The post crat of Feature 5 3esms to lie acoewhat lnside the western bullding

ling a3 indicated by Featupes 119 ang 121, IF the S511la that pested on top of

the posts and suypported the building were appraximakely 40 cenbimeters wide,

az 13 suggested by socme ol the pead cast aleng the north building lipe, Lbhe

post in Feature 3 would have supported the inslde rather than Lhe center of

the western 53il1l. T have btaken grid coordinance which T atill khave to plot Ea

debkermine the emxact looaklon of the Peatyre S post casht with paference bo bhe

wentorn 5111,

Sy Tuuracay evening we kad pretby well deliped the pericebter of bhe bulldling,
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uaing 4 plumb bob and nylon striag attached Lo the framowork pul. up by Lhe

reconat-acticn crew to mark the inlkbklal foundation leecationa.  Along the roeth

Wall bhe lozaliecn was determined primarily by atretching the lime and

ad usting it to intersect with bke north =2ide of the post caata present aarcan

this arca. This lacatlien ¢oreesponded fAaiely well with the most provasle

locatior of the poat cast in Featare 1271, a3z #We=2ll 73 the north alde of

Featur& Y. Teature ¥, whlck In preswned 10 represent an carlier sesntern

exkensicn of bhe bullding shown on the 1BIT map. Thia would be expected iff

Lhese structures were part of ape centinoaua censtruction.  As disoyased, the

weat line vas beRaed on Featurea 121, 5, and 119. The east line fa based on



twe points omly. Feature W, the norlieast corner, 1a prokabhly Ehe mast

uncertaln poink along the entice periceter. I would still estimate, howevar,

that the =zrgln or error here 55 limEted t9 oa cdaple of inches.

Although the souwth bullding line was initlally established based on tke corner

poot TFeatures, pests, Features 119 apd 10T, 1t selation to the poxst casta of

Feabtures 108 and 312 were alsc taken Llnto consideration. This entailed

deteraining the good eoordlnate for the exterior of the poak paat of eack of

those Features and taping this distance back frem bbe Five meter north grid

Vine, as anly the nesthern partiana al these Ceatures wepe excavatad. By

ad justing the atring llne to miniedze bhe Jiffereacaes betwrea the asteing and

thess tapped post locationa, the scuth building lime was vsetimaced within

About wwo inches. We completed these alner ad justhents Fridary morning.

A xhdwesd ap esrly Friday and with 3111 and Johnm 2esaured the dlsensiora of
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tre huitding and recorded 14 locatlon.  Thuy lound that the dimenalcns of the

ailding, a3 wo mad plottied bhen Crom the archecloglecal FPeatures were very

Aearly egual aided, but were about Ba1/2 inehea auk af agyare, The wldtk of

the building Trem ane end to Eke zckher varied cnly about two inchesa. As this

Hawlel mave cpmplicated vonateuckelon of the baildike, snd 1a zel1 witnia aur

margin of error it was decided to conatruct the north and soutk sldes of Lhe

Tuilding pacallel. {3ee plan far dimensions].

Aon mentioned Shabt Mike Tuskor had asked hlm So aszk w8 ta examiae the arva

east af gme hailding for evlidenee of A poreh in thiza area. The hiatoric

photageaphs clearly 5ﬁ¢u A long, relativrly rapyow porckh alsag thila eaad of the

|\:



building, T thlok Tucxer suspects that there may have boen a somewhat smaller

poetch durtng the Sussian perioad, and thinks we oight be able ta Find poat

holes indicating its size and location. Peon alwo secmed intereated 1n this

data, a5 1% would be possible to nmodify Ehe porch Jdesign, since the

reconzhrycted poereh =hown an the drawfngs 13 to he bellt oo & conorete

Fowvndation at grade, and weould be relatively easy to modify.  Becauae of the

insereast 1o Ehe porch, and the faet that a water line will protasly run

througk the foundation iom this area, we declded that scme igvestigation aof

thia seckion af She slte wag warranted, A3 Jary

___» the Russian Aivaer dArea

equipment operator wWas here wibth a bookhos, w2 asgaed alm bo sove the looase

back dirt piled o Lhix area. Wooen Lnls w3s coempleked, we had hiw Lightly

rawe 4 wWedde shiped area [3ee plan] to loo=ser the compacted loam,  He made tug

paises ansp3a “he area, each of witich conaizted of drawlng the mackhoe bockebs

tith Lately across the ground,  He ma2de tws such passes over bthe zrea. One

largae atone gia enpovntered bthe badBel wos dragged over kop of bkhem, leaving



thew in place. Thls dlatarbance reached 8 maximoun depth of three to foar

igehea., A& Tairly large amount of broxen glass Aand ceramloes was expeosed 19

this fashian, apparently scabbersd in the upper FeW Inches acrosza the arga. A

vingle unik dug in thia area in 1597hH indicated a heawy, tanizh seemiagly

randem acatter of suoh artifasta,  Que atrptegy <111 e to clean up She loase

overhuerden in thig east poreh area, and continue the excavations it oecessary

17 peder ta eXpose Bhe uppes surlface of 2ny past haled or other iptrasine

featurcs that extend Lotw the subsell In thla arca. Bob and I aopent part of

Friday afterncon screcenlng the materilal Yhat Jay had loosened with hia bacrhoe.

S
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Bob and T left fop Jacramenis at abogt 015,

sapper, and aerived in Speramenta akoot 9:30.

We stopped ip Potaluca for

15
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cort Roaa DfT1latat®s Quarters Xeconalru2tion

Seplecver 3-5, 1979

Phil Hires and I efl for Fort Rassz at about 3:30 on Zaptemher 3 (lLabor Day)

We Wanbed 1o be Lhere be Begin work carly on Tueaday aarnleg, aa laak getiliog

to Fort Ra=3 ueually uzs=s up Halt af q work day,  We petorened in crder to

complete the exesvatlon of the grekecloglea? features locabed proviocasly, as

these will he destroyed by bhe canstrgetion of bhe pews, more ascurabely plazed

roandation trearak,

Fhil Sepan working on Feaburs ¥V, 4 pout Wale near the center of the buildirg
"whick cantainz a ayhstantial quartity of wood., Here, 23 vas ENe onse With a

rathar of otner Feaburea, tne Zosbk cast Econed ab o Lhe corfene Lo be

coztegeslar, alshrezh Lne Jow=e portlon of bhe 2ash was maee iresgilae

H



17
rounded, I wondep 10 the Russlans conatprusting thls building may have laefe
the botbtar of the posta leregular bubk deeased the ypper partlons vhich
projected above bhe ground an? might kave beea wialbkle. An lmoportane f2nd 1n
Fostare ¥ is 4 large, [lred red brick bthat appears bto be complete or almoat
cooplete, Thia briek measares approximately 10 inches by S5-1/4 inches hy
3 intheo, and is presushbed to be of Russlam coerlgpin. It was located in bhe
upper porblon of the post kaole FL11, But wms parilally surrcunded by the locam
i the post cast. FPerhaps the Brick was origirmally placed right next to the
a3t te=elf. The exeavabticm of thia Featare ipdlcated that the peat khele

ituell was nobk fquikte a3 largs a3 shown o0 bhe capa I Initlally prepared far

*hiz protect.



s

While Phil worxed an Feature W, I excavated Feature I, ancother post hole that

alee copntalned Bome wogd fm the post 2maat as well as & Fragmant af an

averalzed REusslam bkebtek, Helatively likkle of bEhe post 1t=melf waa preaerved,

altnough several Knots, wnlen are harder and therefore 1ast lomger than othes

wood fragmenbts, were found within the post rcast, zrientated Roward the center

et Lthe poat (zee drawingl. Agaln in Feature 2 a3 ip Feature ¥, Lhe overasized

briok waa locebed along Whe scubh aide of bhe poabt cank, and was parkbially

aurroinded Sy the typieal loam bhat FLlled the poat cast [zee 3lide

number Y. Alea resowered in Feature I, alro on the santh aide of the

po=t oRAat, was a aingle piece wl deres:ed sandatene, which was neavlly

encaygsted with acot an one side. Tris was located in tke Lop of the 11l

adiacent to Lhe brick.

Toe preooenee of these crersized Leixey in Poutures ¥ oad 2005 eof bose

imparkance aal fatereat. o oone thing, Ted co=plele op gven partially

"ILI:\



eofplete brlexa from this tite peried have been recoversd at the Fort.  Moak
of “hode recoversd in the past have been Cragtientary, as the brick {a wvery
gafv. There presernce 13 compatible wlth bhe Razamian date af conakruction,
altheugh Seyn Thotasa nad noted tihe prescnee 2 large brick and cut stooe im
the Featurs 120-150 serles of pest holes and interpreted them aa representing
dispaszl of the reonanta of a Aussian 3tweds durlng the early American period.
[ have to reviow the recorda Crom che 1976 work more carefilly and cosparse Ehe
contents aof the warlous series of pD;t holes in some dekall with the 15979
data. Perhaps these ltem= [(brick and cut stonel were placed in the gpper
partion of the poat boles durlag replacenent aof the poats. T will deal with

thia tople at greakber length afbter I have had a chance to revlewn all of tho

41



old ffeld recsrda. The lower porktZion of Fealure 2 contained considerahle

naTher of large cobbhles packed arcund peat casbk especlally on the soulh oand

oast Fidus. Few artifacks wers recovercod, although wo huve been Screening bhe

cantenta alf the past cazat= and poet kole 117 meparately threough a4 154 el

ncsh.

Arter completing the excavation Featuore Z, I began ecording an excavaion of

the Aestera paeetlon of Feature 175, The eastern porstian aft Lhis Peatdre had

keen in part dug 1a 1976, This is also bhe area From which Tom Jesett had

recovered 4 large nambep af eacly 20tk Century artifacts during the grading of

the glte [27-30 feet amoubkweat al the Fiag polel. what nad initialtly soccod

ko be a past cast mear the center af BEhe Jeature turrad out Lo be an

irrepular, shailed depressicon CE1led with to:mn of no appaceant acchiteci-ral

coranna,. T sdsbern posh caust GLE howewer, SrooT B hooa Swenloal,

irces¥tacty shaped post utline, wuch of bhe wankorn 5all of Peab.re 23 has



been cwg into solld aandatone. The post east fantatned @ Calrly large nuober

af artifasts, moabkly window and amall fragmenta af hatkie glass,  The castern

hall oFf the Feature wWwas nat Jug as mych af AE had been excavated darlng 159T7A.

I da not kpow 17 the makerial vecovered oy Tom came froc the uppar parblon af

the pastert or western halves of Lhe feature. A3 cnly bhe north haif of bhe

castern half was excavabted in 1976, bthe artifasts Tem recayvered wlght have

gome from the southern, uneXcavaied portion af the vastern hall of

Feature 125. 0On the obher hand, they may zl3o have been located 1a the fill

amove the western post cast. The 1976 records irdicate that eastern portion

of Feature 125 did eontaln a heawvy concentrablon of recenk artifacts, amd that

St




Lhxse arenm T fave heon depazised g top of aa older o3k hale fepture. I

will kave to kry to eroas mend the artifacts recovered In 1976 wikh “hase

recadered during grading fn 1979 and those from Lhe western poak cast.

¥oen the exsavation of Eagse mpagar feabtures Mad been cvawmpleted, Phil and I

atill had a number of locse gnds ta tie-up. This 11l oleaned out Feature U,

whish also turned owb to be a akallow irregularly shaped depresstion, pather

than the post hole we had initially thought. It appears bthe Feature U and the

associated irregular streaws of ledas In the upper curlfacc of the subsoil may

aimply renressnt rodent bureaws.,  Phil alao cleansd ook the remalning lower

sorticn of the @astern post oazt im Feature X, and W2 draw anather plan ol Thne

FPeature anowing btke shape of Lht poat cast here. Previous dratlongs ahod She

gubtline af *he peat <caat 1Y bBefore the Fill =aberial was pazored, W2 o222t od

Lagge rber of zlevatlors, ustng BLll Collnrewgriin's leral ond staaia. iy on

inciuded surfaee eloevatlong, the elevasion af the viper szelhce ol bhe

Lo



dubacil, btke graded purleca, and the top3s and babtoms of varlowua areheclagleal

Teaturez uncovered by bhis work. I will take thease Figures back Lo Sacramenta

.and prepare croas 3ectiona along the major wall line2 uslng thewm. The stadia

8111 lent us ia of the dirmck reading warlety, which ellmigated a Iot of

ralculations; cur resdlngd are direckbly converkbible iato fesk above Sca

level. Turing the afbterncon, Fhil contipaed Lo acreen some of the meterial

loogerssd i ladt wesk in the sast porch ares, Wwhile I gospleted & dection

drawinz of Feature Y.

Friday morning I talked to Ron YWarghn regardiag otility linea. It appears

t®at he wants to bring bhe telepheoneg, elactrical, and €8 Ilnes along the

L
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autatde if the stgokade wall to a point alang the weat end of bhe beildisg and

than eul across She yard {east—weabk inta the Beildingd. T tald him that e

cznaidered all el the area weat of the stroctypre ta e oxtremely senaitive

arokanlegiecally and that we would hawe to dig part ar all of it. He wankas to

try Lo run the line acroas as magkh of Ehe ared dug tn 1971 and 1976 as

poxsible B minimize the aedunt of wark w2 have ta do here, Ay his area was

the locaticn ol several gdditilans durleng the Rusatan perted, und kas not bean

nadly disturbad or excavated, we must be cacoedingly careful in doing anything

in tile arera. Ron wanks te ran bhe line b bEhe sepbic bank Yhrough

Foature Onpe, 22ubh ztde of the bullding, under the stockade to a zeptlis bLane

ipmated aix Lo cipght Ceet aouth af che stookade.  The 59-Cact lesse line cauld

ruo in any direcktlon Crom the septic bank, although there i3 aome gaestion

abeout Ehe agpropeinteneas of patiing :t directly cnder the esed. Sz 3lso fnas

a drawing Ttk shoss g faus-tnoh water ~ain raeelng north-south aleng the 274

hizhisay tnecugh the Forb.  lie menticned tecing into that Yica and cunning a



£,

waker lige lnto Lhe affleial’s quarkera from the east, probably slighbtly nosth
af the =ztalrs 19 be pecanotrusted 99 the ea3t end of the wlildlag. We are

awaiking drawingz showing bthese plans, which Ken said would probably be pepny

garly next weaw.

Phil and I @neaded back for Sacrazmenko ak aboubk 5300, Weo stopped in Fekaluma

far supper, and arrlved in Sacrazento abouk %2390 p.m.
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