FORT RO5S
COMBEAVANCY

s 19005 Coast Highway One, Jenner, CA 95450 w 707.847.3437 w info@fortross.org = www.fortross.org

Title: Fort Ross and the Russians - Overland Monthly
Author (s): Charles S. Greene

Source: Fort Ross Conservancy Library

URL: http://www.fortross.org/lib.html

Unless otherwise noted in the manuscript, each author maintains copyright of his or her written
material.

Fort Ross Conservancy (FRC) asks that you acknowledge FRC as the distributor of the content;
if you use material from FRC’s online library, we request that you link directly to the URL
provided. If you use the content offline, we ask that you credit the source as follows: “Digital
content courtesy of Fort Ross Conservancy, www.fortross.org; author maintains copyright of his
or her written material.”

Also please consider becoming a member of Fort Ross Conservancy to ensure our work of
promoting and protecting Fort Ross continues: http://www.fortross.org/join.htm.

This online repository, funded by Renova Fort Ross Foundation, is brought to you by Fort Ross Conservancy, a
501(c)(3) and California State Park cooperating association. FRC’s mission is to connect people to the history and
beauty of Fort Ross and Salt Point State Parks.


http://www.fortross.org/lib.html
http://www.fortross.org/
http://www.fortross.org/join.htm

—— '

-Ea:\.-':r" S i Cj" I_ﬁ'll:h:q_lr‘

(o

THE

Overland Monthly

— —_

Vol XX,  (Secomd Seriesi—July, 1803 —Na 127

FORT ROSS AND THE RUSSIANS

Trarriass and vy are kil to grow
well in bat ope place oo the Atlantic
aealwaredl of this country, at Newport
On the West Coast it e quite a8 Jiffi-
cult o fml the combination, Fart
Kot nlune seema ta B &t well.  Even
there the vy is onot very abundant,
though it covers the side of the uld
ot and creeps futo e ol the bued
poarna wnd  festoons jis  mantcipese,
Put the trnditions are abandant enongh,
AN st are evidenges of 3 history
that hail its clise hall o century agw
AN the peojple have stories to tell of
the anciént days.  There B even o
Hohaunted chamber," where the ghosts
of the past walk at might. The smallest
todiler ol the group of children there,
a lirthe fellow of only three yeirs, will
pick up one of the rusty hand wroaghe
spikes of curfous shiape that are part of
the sl in plices, and tell you that
o phe SOoshisng mode thar,”  Of coarse
troditions that had their souree all with.
in the niseteenth contury are not ven-
erahle by any but Califarnian standards,
yet they nevertheless inpressthe visitor
of today us venerahle

The bastiehs nf the ofd fort arc fast
falling to decay., The ronf of one is
gone, andd of the other will hardly stamd
more than (wa or three ninters mere.
Even the solil redwond logs of the
structure itscll are rotibed sothat 5 éane
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may be thrust infe their subsiance
wherewer it s sapwood, though the
heartwood still is sound. Thus the bas.
tinns bow a little more cach voar to'the
suthwird, whepe the fierce gales sweep
in from the ocedn, and by-and-by will
fall. And well they may ; for they have
overrenched their three score years
and ten, which is pretty well for wood-
cn buildings that, so far as appears,
never had o touch of paint

But these mre the ehicl avarks still
leit of A settlément that might have
hadl facreaching effects on California's

cisgo, andd thels familiar sypstem of the
maisabon and the presidio, with its e
sulting puchle, was In mote or less
prosperous  working from  HMaja Cali.
formia to San Franciico, They knew
that Russis  scttlements had beein
made in the exireme North,—that Hud-
son Hayv menand the repiesentatives of
the new and aggressive American Re
puhlil: were pmwing anpletsantly oo
metous ob their coasts and northem
boundaries, and siriel laws were mads
to.enforce Spain's well known colonial
policy, forbiddimg teade aml interconrse

& mEF el cFiol ey s sdael SEas iHE deind

history, ' O this spat for thirty yveurs
the Russians kept up the best garri.
serped, basst memed, awnd slrongest for-
tricss i Califormio

A alrght sketeh of the history of the
sctilerpent {deawn chiefy from Hiell
dpd Hanerofi s aothearities, with mldi
ton ol S0 n:mi:lr-sn._:mt-.-q: af Tienerdl
Jubm kil wisilywill be Rocosanry 1o make
Pl desacpipigion of it as §8 s now best
wried el s,

Tha ."';-llv.lll'.ll'lh l|.|:|.' the I-I_I.Il..'II.IEII._l:‘I‘ il the
present centeey bad posseaaion of ali of
Calsforiia as [r swrcth 38 San Fros-

with Forelgn véssels except such =te-
chr i dlstrgas as humanity demanled.

Hut “the - Eoglhl, ' Buessians, and
Americans, were not easily kept al arm’s
length, especially the bast twoe The
Yonkes traders were uliyaitous intheir
handy vetsels, aml wheteverthere waie
Burs to be takon the Kossiang were
bl Borgen, g that scant Fae down
fhe crost, Tor the valualide sen otter fin
thase dayn was Tound in large numbcrs
in Han. Francizao Hay ol yeb larther
south, while many fur seals woere taken
o the: Farallones,

ol
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5, except such suc-
manity demandid
{h, Russians, and
4 easily hept atarm's
the last twi The
v ulbiyuitons in their

herever these were
Prhe Russians wire
it meant (ar down
uable sea obtes i
d in Brge nambers
Hay and yet Tarther
b ur weals were taken

1863, ] Fort Ross aind the Resrrans 3

HIT HERTIE SATENN

Ever since 1741 when Herdng dis-
eovered the coast, Russian attention
hail hieen given to Northwest Americn,
amd by 1745 permanent satilements had
been inade thepe,  These scttlements
were frequently hostite to each other
amed B mew wrmivals, amil owere also

engaged many times in wars of exter.
mination with the notives, but by 1735
they had begun to consolidate, and in
1799 had been (ormed the great Tme-
perinl Russian-American Fur Company
that was to rule until Russia gavelup
all claams on  American il in 1568,
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Fart Koss and ahe Russiass, [Fuly,

ALEBLTIAS BIIAEEAR, PHERLL AR,

The Crar and others of the royal family
were interested in this company,  Yet
it was strictly @ commercial enterprise,
and the hold it got on its territories,
however extensive and permanent, had
but little of political significance and
was remilily relinguished for commercial
reasons  Politica supremacy in Amer-
ben was fo part of the Tamous policy of
Peter the Great,  This, it seens to me,
must be horne in mind, to uoderstand
the whale coumse of Kussian dealinga
in Amerca,—at Fort - Ross includal
But Yankee enterprise was needed to

B [ o, iy il b Bioss W Bieiissd w sy

point out the southern way to Barioot
in his Sitka castle. In 1803 one Captain
O'Cain sreived at Sitka, and bargained
with the comipany to take & party of their
Kodiak otter hunters and their bidarkas
to southern waters, there to hunt far
furs on shares.  This trip proved sue-
cesslul, and similic trips were made by
g vesiel or two ecach vear until iSig
These bidarkas were skin boats,[com-
moaly holding only one man, as thike
shawn in the sketch, but made also
with two oponings ; and still Inrger coaft
bore the same name, fur Payeras tolls
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b hie aind the Imperial Mesivan Com:
migrianadn, Canonigo Fernamd=e, were
Iater rowed from Rosxs to Hodern inoa
bicarka. 11 isa poassible conject ure, how-
ever, that the gnml prelate mistonk the
name; for he was oot much ased to
boats and was wolully seasick on this
trip. At any mate, that carried filteen
oaramen,  The otter huating was prob-
ably done in the amaller hoats.

e e Sitka pengite wore not of the
00t Liv allow men of another pation to
dofor themy what they coukld do them.

fhe Rurseane, 5

and was sprcally plessed with o spot
abmat fwenty miles bp the oast. foym
Bodega Bay, where a little open platean
af paod aodl overlooked the sea, cut off
frnm the surmunding conntey in sev-
ecal directions by deep gulches, %o thu
it was easy of defense.  Moreover, it
hatt  posturage, Gmber, ronning water,
and what g imbhabitants o thiy day
claim is " the best climats on the Coast.”
Taothis place, thenceforth to be ' callsl
Fort Ross, he zequiredl a semiblonce’ wl
titte for his company by purchase from

SO FEALLT R i,

sclves, and the visit of the. lmperial
Chamberlamn  Resanofl to San Franois-
o in 1806, colebrated [or its tragie tale
of luvee, b put them still fucther in
prssesaton ol the facts of the situation.
They knew: that the reserve aof the
Spaniards, was not abaolutely impregnas
Ile, nod 20 n bold move was undertaken
In 1808 lvan Koukol, Baranof's licn-
tenant, started on o preliminary. vovage
of shaervation, and early in 1800 dropped
anchor in Hodega Hay, Then, and on
a-second vorage in 80, he made ex-
piorations of the aeighbaring territory,

the Indians, paying acearding to Ban-
croft's citation (rom Payeras, stout old
prefect of missions, who was grieved
ant - scandalized at ‘this cccupation of
Spanish soil by foreign: heretics, ' three
bliokets, three pairs of bresches, two
axes, threg hoes, and some beads.™

The actual setthement was made i
1812, when Koskaf arrived on the Chir-
ikol with ninety-five Kussians, and forty
bidarkas with twe Aleuts to man each
bidarka. They srrived in March or
Apnl, and by September had the fort
and village complieted.
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The maotive of the Russians tn mak-
ing the seftlement, beside the frriak-
g alrendy mentioned, was to provide
a base of supplics for the Sitka colany,
1 quote a paragraph from an article in
the San Francisco Timer, of Jan, 1,
1865, by Father Agapius Honcharetika,
i Bussian refupee o Cahiforniz, wh tn
his * Little Ukrainiz ™ setélement, near
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Haywards, has piven Russtan meitters
miuch attentioe,

One ol the gresees lnesldes of - Haidaiil was
werpiey Hen pblunies sapyidied with salissdence, sud
Lbe actual necrsedites o Hie . The cvanstlves wl
Lhe culopiew wilh Kewsd wone oo the Bisg thivegh
Salawia.  Frenuent il perechs maile (b R
tman. irrguias, g3l plaoe] the culinsies ma cntical
kil Vo breuee all f 1he srticies of kel mco
iUy, ol Thums Che | Boeiiy O talabag Dwmdilla ol wa
the mfande, hepisel sl 1L pamallde peraps b sciule
torne copsdctiown sk’ Madia, S Fhilyguoe b
ln.ru_'il P Haastwiy b Dalaguly, sl 91 1agg wilh als:
hamia, wlhigrs he and Rakol asralilahed J olimy
i [he leepipory I-rlu—rii:‘ T ile NpEmish gieeis
et Thls wii wallsl Pari Boss- The afrensi

[July,

the  Knsrnaa,

imniilng thoregh 8 <o Lshn periiod of the lasd s
peeal a5 Akl |!J.Il Linema Ly Fhr fame wl Hudsliis

L =

Favoring the Kusstan plans slss was
the eondition of the Spanish. colonies
then, and lir the ten or twelve | years
follewing the settlement, and the gen.
etal upheaval in Europe aml on the
eastern shores of America. Tn this same

Bl b s W R R AL

yenr: ol bErE Logean the pevidts - tlat
wire il Lo wease gl Bpain’s dumislon
iy the conbinent of Americs was en
theedy ancrthrown, - The Califormia sct
tlements were ot avtively engiagal in
any of these histilitics, but as o result
ol theng the sy n.‘lu:ilh Faileel Qaa Lips
rive, gl the Spemsh broops Jt the poe-
pidios were npadd, and kol to depsend
on Slele peasbucts ol the misaion kil
{irees, dealt oof o thers ratfice _;.;I.l.lﬂ"{-
inigly by the Frisrs,  In thiz way They
were o opoo coldlibion Lo undertake o

disloulige these intiuders on Spanish sofl,
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however firmly thelr governors mizht
b eomvineed Chnk Wims was i Cadilor-
nia, which they clatmed extemlial t the
Bty of Foca, while the Russians then
or glrerwand i the pont roversics were
apt to clatem that thae ":i-llul'll':‘h tille,
bagedd on the discoviéry by Conmbas,
extended wo farthes porthe than San
Feancison, the Laamcks of actunl ecvapa
Lacwn, amad Sh torritery north of $hat was
ungecupiod Inml poder the eagral Bitle
of New Albion, given it by Dmake.

And thers wis st anather fensan
for fricndliness: between Russian and
Spaniard, —edch hml what the other
eagerly desiredl.  Thir Rawssians wangel
the Califormian wheat ansd furs, amd haad
to exchanige for them many articles of
woail, i, and leather, mads hp thedr
miechantes at Sitka il Ko, that the
Spanish ool not get fram the dis
turbed mother country, anil were far too
envy-going ko make for themselves,
The bells in certain mrission clinrches
were past ab Sitka, and the Russian
wioaigtht ienm, bat b T St ka and Rass,
was mich deaired.  When the Alestion
bidarkas first came boldly ito San
Francisco Hay, the authoritioa ot the

Presidin lad not 8 single boat with
which to pursue amd bring to terms
phaese dorbng  poacherss The only re-
subrce was to guard the springs, so that
no fresli witier canld be abtained. Later
several hoals hoilt ot Ross were solid to
thie San Franciscans.  Tielead, the ac-
tivity of the Rissians ani those they
ruleed seemed naevielors amd anexpiain.
able to the Spaniards.

Thux there were nearly every yuar
scverdl ships that came from Sitkaand
s to San Fruheisco, beiaging mes-
chandise and carrying away for the
North crrgoes of wheat ; and this trafhc,
thomagh entirely illogal, and dome againat
the Bprmal profests of the Spanish gov.
ermors, was po Whit the less profitable,
eapecially in the early years of thi yet
tlement.  Later too, after the San Eac
Fael settfement had been made, no littlé
of this trode went on by kind

Mearly every year some formal com
plaimt was seht by the Spanish, and
later by the Mesican, suthorities, to the
Russcins, that tlm_'..' Were tll:f‘lﬂm'i.l'lg sl
that didl not. beloeg to them, warning
them o depart, demanding to kaow by
what authocity they did these “"E“E'!"'-
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To this Kuskol gave no satisfactory
reply, feigning not to understand as long
as he could, and when the “no sabee ™
rus< ovailed no longer, saying that hs
was but a subordinale, znd hot did as
he was instrocted ; that they must go to
Barinof. Mo bettér results followed an
appenl to Sitka; for Bardnol in turn
referred to the home government at 5L
Petersburg, and 80 the farce was re-en-
acted each year. The Spanish govern-
or gravely reported thess matiers to
the viceroy, with an estimate of the
number of troops, infantry and artil-
lery, necessary to dislodge the Russians,
a number never forthcoming. [t is
amusing to read of this mild and almost
kindly controversy, that interfered not
ot all with the trade and friéndly intee
canrie here on this sequestered slope;
while the mother countries of both
thiese colonies, and all the clvilized world
beside, were engaged in the throes of
the Napoleonic wars, the war of 1812,
and the Svanish-Amenican revolutions,

And truly the task of trying to cap
fure Fort Koss was not an alluring one,
—eapecially to the Spanish forces In

e Klinsrians. [disly,
Califorpia, whizre the comuodinte ot the
Soan Francizco Presidio had sometimes
to send to aa incoming foreign ship to
borpaw the powder before he could re

burm her malute.  Msatout redwand logs
would stop anything less than o cannon
ball. It was mountéd with some forty
guns when fully armed, and there wns
beside an abundant supply of small

arma.  The discipline was always very

strict,  Sentingls puarded its sally poct,

andd there were [rom two to four hune
dred men at the séttletnent, all more or
less trained as soldiers.  So the strong
walls af Foit Ross gave it peace, anid

never laced civilized e ; thodgh Alva-
rado speaks of nnoeadily repulsied  at

tack by a Satoyome . chief, soon plier
ity founding, Yet, most unaccountably,
bullers b bean dﬂg aul of its mm

bers,—one of them iz in the nuseom of
the Soceiety of California PMioneers at
Szn Francisco,—and the proprictor of
the hotel ot Hoss showed me a tlirce-
ineh camnon ball, and wssured me that
it wascut obt feom the inner wall of
one of the bastlons, having pagsed ¢n-
tirely through the opposite wall,  Pos-
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sihly these may have been fired at the
fort by the Russians themselves, in test-
ing its strength, for there is no record
that even a " pirate vessel warping
down ™ ever took a shot at it.  But the
strength of the fort and its strict disci-
pline had another porpose than to resist
attack by the Spaniards; or the neigh-
boring Indians, or any foreign foe. It
was lurzely to keep internal peace.  Be-
side the governor and a lew Russian
officers, most of the lnhabitants of Ross
were Aleuts and Siberians, often con-
victs. To keep these in awe required
all of Kuskof's sternneas.

Kusksl, governor for the first nine
yoars of the colony, is the man who, of
all the Russians at Ross, has most foed
his personality in memory. The Span.
iowds catled him * Fie de Faloa,” on ac.
count of his wooden leg; and he seems
to have been a doughty, irascible, but
honest old fellow, who entertained well
guesta of high degree, astonishiog them
with the appiiances of civilization in
this wilderness, but who ruled those
under him with an iron hand.

The buildings of the [ort, all of them
constructed by him, gre moouments to
his executive ability and military ex-
actness, though he was himself a mer-
chaot, and not a professional solduver.
* Time was no object 1o those old Bus-
stans,” one of the present inhabitants
told me, speaking of their handiwork,
All the woodwork of the fort was made
of hand-hewn logs and planks. Anax
similar to & broadax was used for both
Felling and hewing, and their skill with
it was wonderful. The foga of the bas-

! thons fit_together at the comeérs, where

undecaysd, so closely that a pen-knife
blade can hardly be inscrted botween
them alter all these years, and the sur-
faces are still smoath. Great solidity
marksall their work. The hullding that
was the governor's house, now part of
the hotel, has logs in its ateic thae I
judged to be eighteen inches in diame-
ter, and torty or fifty fest long. The
Wit muibe=s.

1463.] Fare Rear awd the Ruasians, 8

chimney and hreplace are nade eantire-
ly of hewn granite slabs, finely sur-
faced, and ftting together with great
expctness. The metal work all ever the
place is still Inrgely their hand-wrought
iron. A pgood example of it isin the
hinges of the old sally port, (p. 5.) still
standing.

There seems to be but one sketch ex-
tant of the Fort Ross of early days, that
drawn by Dohaut Cilly, a Frenchman,
who spent three daysat the fort in 1828
This hepublished in a book of his travels,
A sketch from a copy of this plate Fam
able to give (p. 4.) by the kindness of Mr,
Call, who now awns the Jund on which
the fort stands. The work itself isto
be found in the Bancroft Library,

Four ships, that is to say, schooners
and brigs of o and 00 tons, were
builtat Ross, and ot least one at Bodega,
and this weork, with the agrncultural
operations and all the trades carried on,
made the plage such a hive of industry
that it is no wonder the Spaniards were
astonished. And yet, strange to say,
the vanture 18 a whole proved unprofit-
able after a few years. The ships did
not compare well In durability with
those made of more seasoned and bet-
ter woods, there were years of crop fail-
ure fram the rust cansed by the damp
sea fogs. The Yankee traders brought
manuiactured goods-that undersold the
products of the artisane at Fort Ross,
and the furbearing animals were saon
exterminated. [In-addition to these
things, the Mexican authorities contin-
wally grew more jealouws of foreigners,
and thotgh less jealons of the Russians
than of English or Americans, still they
came agun and again with their demand
that the Hussians evacuate their terri-
tory. Now, it is oot to be an
that the Russians feared Mexico. Tt
does not even appear that they ever
really expected an attack, aod ‘they
wonld hardly have been moved much {f
they had, Negothations begun for the
cession by Mexico of the terntory were
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rather hampered by the [act that Rus-
sia had pat then acknowledged Mexican
independence.  But the game wis no
longee worth the candie, and ordors were

FRRARLON W,

given to scll the property and abandon
ort Ross.

A long time bhefore the final abandon-
ment it bad been the custom to sead
back to Sitka by eath vessel some of
the Eodiak huitsmen, who had besn
thrown oul of employment by the fail-
ura of the otter and fur seal, Thers
had been maintained on the Farallooes,
att through the timethat Fort Rods was
occupled, a station of Aleuts under a
Russian officer. The purpose of this
colony, beside fur hunting, was to cap-
ture seals and gufls, and dry them for
use by the Aleuts st Ross, who pre-
ferred seal meat to the venison and
bear meat of the mainland, té say noth-
ing of beef or mutton, This station on
the Farallones was given up in 1840,
There ars to this day certain roined
stone huts on the South Forellon, that
are called by the light keepers “the
Russian houses,” though doubt is cast
on the matter by some persons, who
think that these houses were built by

the egg company in later years. Ania-

Ford Boes awd tke Kursdang,

spection of them casts little light on the
matter, but the solidity of the work at
Foss, and everywhere that the Russians
want, seems to make iE probable that
they would not have geoupied the is-
land twenty-eight years without leaving
sume traces,

For mare than a year negotiations
were carried on with Vallejo at San
Frangisco,regarding the nale of the prop:
erty ; but the stubbom refumal of the
Mexicans to consider the buildings,
*hublt on thetr land with their timber,”
in fixing the price made this bargaining
fruitless, and another purchaser was
found in Captain Sutter. He had ar-
rived in California in 1830, from the
Sandwich Talands, and had at onee estab-
tished himself at New Helvetia (fore.
runner of Sacramento), but had not yet
built the famous Sutter’s Fort. It is
quite posaible that he had his own fort
in mind im this purchass, Ior he gaed
the gunatoarmit. Oneof them, abrass
four pounder, he afterwards presented
to the San Francisco Seclety of Califor-
mia Ploneers, after it had seen acrvice
in the southem campaigns. Sutter's
Fort also, though of a different mare-
rial {adobe), s much like Fart Kossin
generml plan, a square stockade with o
bastion at ezch end of one of its diago-
mals.

For £31,000, or rather, for his prom-
ise to pay that amount in indtallments
in the absence of sufficient money, Sut-
ter was given all and sundry the prop-
erties that the Russians could not re-
move,—the fort buildings, 41 cannon,
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7o stand of fint lock muskets {these
be deelured, on examination, ta be game
of those thrown away by Napoleon's
teoe im the Aigrht from Moscow), 2000
cattle, 1000 horses, jooo sheep, sod a
long inventory beside.

He zent John Hidwell to take posses-
sinn of his new property for him, *Bid-
well arrived in the first week in Janu-
ary, 1843, but unfortunately the Rus-
sians had all sailed away (Bancroft saya
on fanuary I, 18433 before he arrived,
anil ®a the historian 12 deprived of the
testimony of General Bidwell's strong
and tlear memory wn bo what manner
ol inen l.ht]l WENE,

Buit of the Fort as they left it and the
Wife il the days that fnllowed immediate.
Iy om Uheir going. no better picture can
be pained than by a talk with General
Hidwell,

He made his home most of the time
at Modega, five miles inland from Bode-
g3 Hay, ot a place where the Russians
bl quite ascttlement because the wheat
lands were better there, There weren
daren houces and twa threshing floors.
These were made of threeinch planks,
were. circular in shape, and about one
humired [eet in dinmeter, The grain
wis trampled out on them by horses,
just 26 the Calilarnizns did on their
earthen threshing foors.

On the Russian Hiver, not far from
Podera, was the ranch and vineyard of
Lion Jorge, a Russian of means and sci-
entific attainments, who outstayed his
eompatriots,

The trip up the coast from Bodega to
Ross was 3 most interesting ane of
aboot twenty miles by road.  The most
excting part of it was the crossing of
the Slavianka (the Russian name for
Euisian River) on the sand-bars that the
noean waves washed up at its mouth.
Thisx was a2 matter of no fittle danger,
as the har often shifted and was full of
quicksands. Two or three people gen-
craly went toputher, ready with riatas,
ta help each othar in case of need.

the Rnssiane. 11

Annther excitement of the oood was
the donger of mesting prizely bears,
which at that time were very aumerous,
There waawna little harranea that the
road skicted, where in the springtime it
was no uncemmon thing to look down
and see the backs of loor or five griz-
glies in the deep clover that they like ta
feed on in that season.

Whales are not pncommeonly washed
ashore, dead, om that coast. gnd o dead
whale wis aure to atbract the gricalies
The Mexcans said a grizzly could smell
a whale one hundred miless At ony
rate, on the road skirtihg the ocean it
was necessary to be cauticbs in ap-
proaching’ a dead whale,

The Indiany around Fart Rossat that
time spoke Russian, beside their dwn
dialect, and knew but little Spanish. It
was some time before it was sasy to com-
municate with them. Hancroft speaks
of the many Indians showing a mixture
of Russian blood,

There was plenty to eat at the Hoss
of those days, and it is no wonder that
the Russiana disliled ta leave it for tha
Sitka fare, Grizzly meat, antclopes,
ducks, peese, sand-hill cranes, as well as
beef, veal, pork, and mutton, were plen-
Eiful, Trout were numerous, and almon
crowded the Bttle streama in spawning

time. There was an abundance of wild
strawherries and huckleberries, and the
orchards wielded apples, peaches, and
grapes.  Bidwell recalls the making of
three barrels of cider that frst year,

The large orchard, of some two han-
dredt apple trees, is still in bearing ann
pretty sheltered slope about 3 mile
northeast of the Fort. The spples are
mostly small, for the trees have bean
neglected, and are covered with *old
man moss " ; bol some are of good aize
and Havor still. Tt Is said that this or-
chard was used asa park by the Russian
oificers and their wives, and was planted
with Aowers and kept in good order. A
plank fence I:i]?ht fect high surrounded
it, {and iz still standing in places) to
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12 Fore Rosz and the Russians.

keep out the Indians and Aleits, It
certainly is a delightful spot, sheltersd
by the redwoods to the eastand north,
and everlooking the Fort and the acean

i e e o T L

In 1842 the old. wicdmill was. sl

; - standing north of the Fort, a low, strong

building, with 2 log sixty {eet long a3 a
sail axis, that acrowd of men could take
hold of bo push around to the proper
angle to the wind This building has
since disappeared, but one of the great
burr stones iz standing In the hotel
yard, and is pointed out as “the mill-
stone that kilied the beautiful Russian
girk” 1 inquired how it happened, bt
got no more satisfactory reply than, 0O,
she got tangled upin it somehow.”

And this briogs us a-g-ain ta the Fort
Rosf of today, spoken of uu
miny painks H"Il.ht'l:i?ll in April,
year. The Jt:.rr. is made :.te:,;h; o :I'rn:i'.
in the morning from San Franclsco, and
Fort Roas Is reached at about six in the
evening of thesame day, First the boat
to Sausalito, then by train to the pleas.
ant resort of Cazaders, at one o'clock,
—where the read enda.  Here we were
to take the stage. [ paid for our party,
and asked {or the tickets.

“We'don't give tickets, but 1've put
you on the waybill"

Thus made freight of, we took the
stage, the ladies up beside the driver,
who proved (o bea merry fellow, and
told them stories that made them Jaogh,
and stories that made them thrill a bik
especially the ene of the robbers that
held up the stage at the Bend of the
Cafion, when " the big Fellow with the
mask and shotgun started out from be-
hind that tree,—dght there 1™

The day had been almast rainy when
we telt San Francisco, and all the way
there were dashes ol Scotch mist till
late in the sftérnoon, but this only
freshened up all the vegetation to won-
derful brilliancy close at hund, shading
off into soft grays and blues io the dis-
tance that were unspeakably beautiful.

[duly,

It ks with great humility that I tryto
speak of that ride in the fresh new foli-
pge of the California April,—of the mar-
vedous divensity and wonderful delicacy

af the countless shades of green, of the.

beauty and variety of the wild Rowers,
and of the perfect pictures presented at
each mew turm of the road. It was hard
fotell on the stesp pradeson the moun-
tain side whether it was hetter to look
at the bank close at hand on the laft,
andzes the Howers, — irfs, yellow vialets,
trilliums, scarlet larkspurs, saxifrage,
and nemophile, the dainty ferns, mak-
denhair and gold back, and the little
redwoed trees two Inches high,—or 1a
ook away into the caflon at the right,
and see the great redwooda two hundred
feet highand the stately convetations
of many [orest trees, where even the
madrofio had 1o stand up straight and
tall, reaching upward toward the Jight
that sifted through the branches,—and
away beyond to the opposite sides of the
caflon, even down the caton in one ¢ledr
time making out the great blues bulk of
Mt St. Helen, dim in the mist. That
mountain, by the way, beam the pame
ghven it by the Ruossians,

It was about five o'clock when we
reiiched Ses View, a‘little wayside tav-
ern and postoflice, wheee the stage road
climbs out on the ridee of the hills over
Fort Rosa and allows a glimpae of the
ccean.  There we transferred to a pri-
vabe team. sent from the Fort and driven
by onz of the good natured brothers
that lease the hotel. We were glad to
get out of the stage, for though our eyes
kad been delighted the whole way, our
bunes had been sadly racked, as the four
horses dragged the mud wagon through
rather than over the heavy road, when
the wheels sank in up to the hubs in
many of the spring-holes

¥Yet the ride down to the Fort, theee
and & hall miles, was worse in some
respects | for the pitch is very itesp,
and ¢ seemed a5 though the heavy
jolts would throw us out on the horses”

1503,
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backs. But there was beiuty enough
here, ton, The preat ocean lay belors
s, the redwood trees were about us,
the little pines were miking Christmas
trees of themselves with tiny tapers
of light preén needles at the end of
every bough, and the girls were wild
with delight over the beautiful colim.
bines and ferna. And at each torn of
the winding road we could see Fort
Ross, our goal; growing nearer-and still
pEreT,

We reached it at shout seven o'clack
and recejved the proverbial warm wel-
cime of an inn by being surmounded hﬁ
& group of chattering children, ¢ac
struggling to get possession of some.
thing of our baggage to carvy in.  Sup-
per followed, and soon. to bed, hardly
wailing to admire the great stone fire-
placa in the living-room of the hotel, a
monument of Russian skall, Wot even
the shades of the ghost chamber, where
the girls were put, could keep awnke
travelers so fired,

The days passed only too quickly,
crowded full of things to do and see
The most interesting objects are the
bastinea of the Fort, and the chapel,
The condition of the bastions | bave
spoken of already, dnd ane of my com.
panisns, whe had been there the year
belore, remarked sadly on the effests of
the storma of one winter on. the old
watch towers. [n the roofiess bastion
to the south there are & pair of interest-
ing old cannon wheels, wooden; half a
fost thick, a fook aud a halt in diame=tar,
and bound with iren. There s little
clag left in the structure.  The Aoor of
the second story and the staircsse are
indicated by only a few crumbling
beams.  The north bastion still basa
toof and a part of the fvoring, but these
will not last long.  This bastion 13 used
35 2 shelter for an unsavary lot of black

Pigs.

The old bastions have eight sides,
and this point is one that 1 can settle
by authority. Banceoltspeaks of them

as hesagonal, while Hittell correctly
says octagonal, A sketch plan made
whileat Fore Ross showesd eight sldes,
and that was my clear recollection as
well, but when 1 mentioned Bancroft's
error ta the artists that had béen at the
Fort with me, they declared positively
and independently that there were bat
mix aides, Mr. Fenn's drawing in the
Crnbary for Nov. 'go, showed four sides,
while one in farger'sa yiear or two car-
Her, showed but three. 1 thén gues-
tioned fonr ather persons who had seen
the huildings, and the reaponses were
cqually divided. One of these that said
eight, found a photograph, and was
shaken by it in her belief, and sent it to
me to prove that after 2ll we were
wrong., Meanwhile @ letter had been
written to the Fort to ask for positive
testimony, and received the reply that
eight was right.

[t surely is very deceptive to look at,
for thers are very many pasitions im
which an octagonal building shows but
thres sides to the eye, and the impulse
to double the number seen for the whale
number of sides is very natural

The ateckade has all been rermoved
except theold sally port already spoken
of, which doess duty as part of the wall
of a wagon shed ; but twenty years ago
when the present awner, Mr. Call, first
went to HRoss, the stockade was com-
plete. It was built of threednch red-
wond planks’ set -upright in a glot in
solid logs imbedded in the ground, was
twelve or fourteen feet high, and sur-
meunted by & cheval de frise of iron
spikes. Loopholes for musketry and
embrasures for cannon were in proper
plices, especially around the portal,
The stockade was one hundred vams,
275 feet, square, according to Vallejo ;
300-% 280 feet according to another au.
thority, 1088 feet in circumlerence by
the inventary of gale to Sulter.

The chapel is in better preservation
than the bastions, though it makesone's
heart ache {6 see how it needs a hittle
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14 Fort Kogs iz
care that would do much toward pre-
serving it ; just a mail here and there,
where a loose plank will be ripped of
the roof by the next galz for the lack of
i The bulding on the exteror still
bears quite a churchlike Jook, with its -
square bellry and curious round cupala ;
the roof on the weather side is nearly
bare, but undér the lee of the cupola
bas gathered a sod some three inches
thick, which bears a fine crop of foxtail
grass. In the inteclor the sacrileglous
hand has wrought 'havoe, for the build-
ing has been used as a stable and fs
fitted up with stalla, The modern Cali-
fornian cares more [or his horses than
for his soul. o

Still there can be made out with study
the early ammaozement of the edifice
The round cupola is nearly over where
the altar must have been, and is open
over i, while the rest of the room ia
ceiled. We climbed up the Darrow
stepa to the ghostly attic and up into
the belfry, noting everywhere the great
golid beams and fine joinery . in this
hand-hewn timbering and planking that
is characteristic of all the Russian wock
at Ross,

Iv is sud that in its prime there were
Bne paintings In this chapel,—elkons
like the lamois Sitka Madonma,  Moth-
ing of this kind is Jclt, but there is an
old hand-carved |esctern and great can.
diestick rhat show much patience amd
akill in cutting out the round farma
now 50 ¢asy to make with a lathe 1In
the bar-room of the hotel establishient
are twg guaint old pews or seats from
the chapel, They are rudely made of
solid threeqoch sticks, and the seat is
&5 decp that one thinks that there must
have been gisnts fn those days to have
such nmazing lenpgth of thigh, Pussibly
furs or upholstering, now all gone, may
have Glled fu sameof the space

The old cemetery is another micrest.
ing spot. It lies across the gulch to the
eastward of the Fort, on the brow ul a
hill where the ocean brecee aways the

e Rusidand. [July,

arm of the wooden cross as it hangs
rusted loose on its wroughtdron nail
There are sigm of & doren or mane
graves beside the curious, wooden struc-
ture shown in the sketch (p. 8} and the
round wooden pillar. This pillar 1s said
tohave had 3 carved topand eross above
it; pow gone  Some of the Fort people
speak of It'as the whipping post, bot |
can hardly believe that that wseful ap.
phiance could have been sa far away
from the Fort 18 is o matter of record
that there was whipping enough, as
well 48 many exccutians, in the stern
discipline of the Fort.

The praves are markid: by wooden
slabs prone an the earth, These slabs
seem to have had nu inseription on them
as 4 rule. Onewith an fnscoiption was
found -a few years ago and brought to
San Francisco, but so many of the lei-
ters were gone that it proved undec-
pherable. The letters had been painted
on, and the paint had preserved the
wooed under it so that they seemed to
be carved. [t was probably only an or
dinary recofd of name and dates. It
was given to the Wiosdward collection,
and perhaps lost in the recent dispersion
of that property.

A lew yvears ago Mrs Gertrude - Alh-
etton, who made Fort Koss ahermitage
for literary work, bribed some of the
boys st the hutel to po over with her
and excavate one of these graves.  The
redwood coffin was found in pood pres.
ervation, except that the il lol fallen
in and the interior wag Klled with cirth,
Search in this showed the shin bines,
the soles of the shoes, amd some but-
tons, all that temained o indicate that
thiere had been an nccupant. Mo Ath-
cevor wik omiuch disrested ; Tor she
aeeded W dead Kussian for literary pur
poscs, and had hoped at least to get an
officer with his trappings, il not indecd
records buried wath him.

There are now nob so plany baildings
at Koss as in Russian diys: handly

more than u seore are Jeit of the fifgy-
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ning tha are spoken of as being there
ot one time, “Thereis troth in the re-
nmek of the Tandlacd ;> * Guess it was
livelier times here wighty vears ago.”
The presient population is but Rty souls
Theree is o post office amd 3 store, as
well as the scheolhouse, hotel, and
siloon mentioned, “The sohool is taught
by Miss Call, daughter of the nwner of
the Fect, and consiats of moe children,
—thrie af ane family and six of another.
Some Aty small scheoaers o yearare
leaded at the Tntle landing with woesd;
fence posts, tan bark, aml dairy pood-
ks,

But business was calling us back to
thecity, in spite of the deeamy charm of
thin remantic old spot, and s we pres
parcil to *go down below,” as they
speak of it there,—an expression that
gained color from our unwillingness (o
return ta the warld, —and the rest of
them,

Dne ol the landlords took us op the
grace-again, and bepuiled the way with
pleasing converse.  He told us the sup
plément to the stage driver's narmtive
nf how the stage wis robbed

* A voung Tellow camie along, kind o
slick Inoking, and asked if hoe might
stop awhile. Then he wanted to jim
around 4 Hitle to pay For his baard, and
we sict him to fixin" things up about the
plice, ‘Soen we found out that he was
pretty had medicing, and [ told him
ithat he had better move one  Fle had
Tound sk where everything lay, and that
night e and another fellow came back,

1834.) Fort Rogs and the Russinns. 15

an o hored ararnd the lock of the saloon
building - door, and stele a rifle and a
phodpnn, nod some cigars and ligoor,
The next day they held up the stage al
the Hend of the Caton, ' They caight
them afterwand, asd they aré now'in
San Caentin,”

Soom the stage came along and we
got i, toinsult with our freshoness the
feelings-of .édne weary pasacnger, who
hod been riding mince six o'clock the
evening before, without a wink of sleep
all might. A day ifthe ™ wei dust * of
the road and the rosh of the train, and
we were through with our trip

The importance of the episode that
Fort Hoss standu for lies bere, in my
mimd. The Narthern world has been
brought wnder Furopean civilization
by two currents; one moving west, the
one sung by good Dishop Berkeley,
familiar toous all—not perfect, ndeéed,
kut on the whole making for freedom
and light, and working itazll clearer ns
hirme  poes oo,~and the other moving
st though the whole width of Asiathe
Aleutian chain, and down thi west coast
of America. This current has been fittla
celebrated ih sang and story, for, sadly
mingled  with Asiatic barbariem, its
mark ie absolutism nnd cruelty.  Hoss,
anil Bodega, its appenidage, are the ex
treme westerly mark of this carrent.
There it met and was turned backward
by the westward stream of empire,
which has naw made the wholeof Amer.
jcn [ree.  Noman can prophesy that the
end iz yet.

Charfer 5, Greens,
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