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the newcomers. Communication was sent to the governor at 

Monterey, and while the governor was unwilling for the Junona 

to cont inue to the capital, he promised to go to San Francis­
co. Another thing which buoyed up Rezanof was his conver-

sations with the padres from the missions. In these he 

learDed that an extensive trade was possible . Jlany prov­

isions, extremely rare in Si tka, were raised in abundance 

at the missions and ranchos . Only trading pr ivileges were 

needed. In fact, California food and climate were so desir -

able that they had their effects on the crew. Not only did 

all the sick recover , but some difficulty was experienced 

in keeping the sailors from deserting • 

While waiting for the governor, Rezanof spent a good 

deal of his time in Senor Arguello's house . Not the leas~ 

of the attractions was Senorita Concepcion Arguello, one 

of the lovely sisters of Don Luis . She was cons idered one 

of the most beautiful girls in Cal ifornia, and it was through 

her aid that the Russian cause gained the successes it did. 

Consequently, in the sotiety of Senorita Concepcion, her 

sisters, and her friends, Rezanof and his officers had a very 

pleasant time, with the Russian diplomat becoming particul­

arly attentive to hie beautiful hostess. 

~inally, on April 7, arrived Senor Don Jose de Arr -

illaga, the governor. ord had been continually reaching 

h1m about the well-mannered, delightful young Russian offi­

cers. Consequently, such good friends ot the Arguelles 
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22 

retain the territ ory alreadf occu~ied . ~ 
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GraduallJ the company becaJU convinced of the 

uselessness of Fort Rosa. ~ensea had been r1s1ns 

while receipt ha4 been falling ott . There was little 

chance or g1Ting oea a political eign1f1oanoe, tar 

it had never gained recognition trom any world power. 

:rurthermore, 1 t waa of 11 ttle strategic v lue to the 

Russian possessions becouae ot ita distance fro th 

Sitka settlements . Finally, since Spain bad lost her 

hold on the New orld, trade could be carried on un-

restricted except tar local regulations ; · ao a rood 

base was not longer such a pressing problem. These 

considerations settled the comp~y'a resolve to with­

draw rrom California. Consequently, the executive 

council asked tor the necesa ry permission trom the 

czar . Ill April, 1830, the decree as issued to the 

etrect that the aettlemen' t Fort Boss wa to be 

broken up, ita population apportioned among the other 

colonies, and all unneces ary rtic~e and 1 ple ants 

ere to be sold a~ san •ranciaco.23 

22. Tikhmenet, uss11sko-Amer1ka.nskoi Kom.Panii, 1, 365. 
23 . Ibid., I, 36~-366 • 
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The of~icial death sentence o:t Rezanof'a and Barano:t•s 

experiment in California had been signed. 

Rotche:t, the commandant- at that time, learned o:t 

the decision. He at once began to take steps necessary 

:tor the change. Yirst the o:t:ter was made to sell the 

equipment to the Hudson•• Bay Company :tor t3Q,OOO, but 

the negotiation :tailed. Then Rotche:t no'ti:tied the Csli:t• 

orn1an government o:t the determination to abandon Yort 

Ross, and proposed that Mexico should buy the property. 

The governor was, o:t course, interested, and asked for 

detailed information. In the meantime he informed the 

Mexican government ~ the new proposalo However, affairs 

contin-.ed to drag along w1 thout any agr.-eem.ent being reached • 
. 

In the summer o:t 1840, an incident occurred which 

threatened to disturb the peace~l relations between the 

Californians and the Russians. It all arose out o:t the 

enterprise or a shrewd ~ankee skipper. A certain J"osiah 

Spalding, master of the Lausanne, conceived the idea that 

Bodega was a tree port belonging to Russia. Thus he mi~t 

land there, unload some passengers he was carrying, and 

conclude kia affairs in California - all w1 thout having 

to pay anchorage or other duties. Rotche:t, engrossed in 
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!!.!!-!!m.2, IX~ 183 • 
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