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<%ill emong the remeins of old "ort ioss Shere ses==s

to linger &« memory of tunsge 2trong mer whe once Awelt therae.
Uncomplaining, thusy sndured sxile, eénd Tveriessz they and their

sea=hardensd, stillful huntars, the leuts, risked life and
limb on hostile zmhores and wotere din pureuit of the elusive
bluok otter., They wers drewn inevitzbly end irrsatiblﬁ @t
aard sf'ter the two thing® mecessiury to thelr sucooes: food and
and fure. Celifornis proamjsed Loth.

@ sarly ss 1833, the Junslshexeriosn louyssy bad
antered 1nto contrecte with Sostum ses Onplulne, such se
Josepk C'Caln, to hunt for otter slomg the :lilarnlu cossts,
The Russicns provided tke hupters aws aguipasnt, «nils the
Yostoninun used Sheir shize arnd itted thelr =1 s ogalust the
suspleious pandsh 0??10131!.1 ‘rofite were usually divided
ejuslly, Those expeditions ;roved 1o the comrany thet the

northern ocoazt of Hew speip wus & rich Cield for exploit.tiom,
The zloving reports of rich ferw and erszing lapd, wsys Slie
mate, snd 9 practicclily virgis territory {or hupting sere

brought back 1o 1tke. lasy = long *inter's evening wus

le s vgden, "Ruseian sea-cttier ané el Buntin. on the Ialife
orule Sowat, lBOS-18¢l,"” iu California !latoriecsul -oclety

uarteriy 271, 3:217-230,



probably spent speculsating over a possible cutpost in Calif-
ornia. The Spaniard wae weak and the resources wers there -

why not move south?
Barly in spring, 1606, supplies had run very short at
Gitke, or Novo-irkhengelsk ss 1t was them eslled, No relief

could be expected for st least seversl sonths, Thus 1% wee

that Nikelai Petrovich Rezsmof, & high of fieial in the Russian-
Americer Cowpany, declded under the deapercte eircumstances
to start for California., 3Bread or sheat had to be obteined
at all soste. The ship Junoms, or Juns, wee fitted ous, and
a nisersble, geunt, Ball-starved erew, the bvest to be had,
found to man her, The hardships of thut voyage wers terrible.
Seareely had they got well out %0 see when the weckened men
were attacked by scurvy. Soon conly about half were sile teo
tond the seils. The somiition of the orew made Rezamof look
for some port in whieh %o stop.

The nesreet snohorage wss the Columbia River, It was
a difficult landing place, and the men were sble only with
dirficulty to keep their feet, but fresh vegetables and meat
had %0 be foumd. Air the green, tree-studded ocoest neared it
must have seemed like a veritable heaven to the sehing eyes of
the siek sen, HNowever, harsh fortune sould not allow the Russe

fans sueh quick relief from their sufferings. ‘m?aunum
mm:m.mumm um-

mcmmamumm, Baffled, Rezanof turned : l




onee more out $0 sea, and sailed to the uuth.'
A month pessed by, whem hope once more loomed befure them,

Sen Frencisco Bay wus sighted by the lookouts. Hemanof felt

thut 1t wes ispossible to go any farther down the coast, Un
the other hend, to enter dam "rencis oo wea a difficult feat.
The lUpanierds were exceedingly suspieious of Toreign ships, for
constant suuggling end the wiles of the Boston sen captaine hed
mede them wary, A peramit, stich wse custozarily obtained defore
entering, would im all probability be refused or indefinitely

dalsyed. COne thing remsined, and thet wes to go i - under the
guns of the fort - without asking for suthorization. Henee,
with the coolness of & boarn gesbler or statesmen, Reszanof set
the ship's course fur the barbar. 4t once sll was aetivity
at the Jpamish fort. 7“hem the Jupoma csme withim hearing dis-
tance, commsnds were shouted to drop umnehor. Hezsual hed the
men vegin mrrsnging the gear and sppear as i they wers trying
to drop enchor, Nesnwhile he shouted Baek as respectfully as
possidle, "Ei senor! i senorl” Tech time the command came,
Rezanof answered, "3i semori™ ihen finally they wmere out of
reagh of the fort's guns, the anchor wasz dropred. PFor the




monent they were safe, but what the outeome might be remained
te be seen. :

Insediately, Senor Dom Luis de irguells, sho wss soting
sosmander of the fert is the abzence of bhis Cather, bad Rimself

rowed out to the Junoia. Rezansfl met him with all the ssurtesy
and taet possible to that wily Russisn, After an sxohsnge of

the uoual formalities, Hemanof told Dom luls that he wes Jwo-
cosding to Honterey, but that viclent winds snd necesssry ship
repaire had foreed him %o enter the firet possible port, Further-
more, Hssanof pointed cut, ke was the persen about whoa they
provably had been informed by the Spanish goversasmt. Although
Don Luls wes forved to admit thet he had reseived ne such comme
unieation, he sourtecusly favited the plausible Rezasef and the
skip's officors %o his home., 4ilso, he had fresh provisions senmt
%0 the ship, =uch %0 the relief and delight of the crew,

Rezenof was 20% a man %0 allow so goldem an opportunity

to slip Shrough his Cfingers. As guest of the aoting gousandunts
mueh evuld be sosomplished in the way of establishing relstisms

with the Culifornia colomy that could never be brought absut by
nore impersonel Tormal negotistions. PFirst of all he guve pre-
sente %o Dom lule and % all the izporsaat persons st the fors

in order t¢ win thelr favor and to diaprove the stories, spread

by the Boston wea esptains, that the Russisn colonies wers poverty
strickan, Also, he expressed the desire to communiocate with the
governoy, is erder, iAf possible, to wrrange for the mutusl benefits
jonsidls to the twe meighboring eclcmies., The iumediste result

of Resanof's setivitieos was that the ahip was to be allowed $o
stoek with all necessary u'm-“ll.

At firet, eircusstsnoes took on & very faversvle aspect for



the newcomers. Communication was sent to the governor at
Monterey, and while the gbmna- was unwilling for the Junona

to continue to the capital, he promised to go to Sam Franeis-
co. Another thing which buoyed up Rezanof was his conver-

sations with the padres from the missions. In these he
learned that an extensive trade was possible, Many prov-
isions, extremely rare in Sitka, were raised in abundance

at the missions and ranchos. Only trading privileges were

needed. In fact, California food and climate were so desir-
able that they had their effects on the crew. Not only did

all the sick recover, but some difficulty was experienced

in keeping the sailors from deserting.

While waiting for the governor, Rezanof spent a good
deal of his time in Senor Arguello's house. Not the least

of the attractions was Senorites Concepcion Arguello, one

of the lovely sisters of Don Luis. 8She was considered one
of the most beautiful girls in California, and it was through
her aid that the Russian cause gained the successes it did.
Consequently, in the sotiety of Senorita Concepcion, her
sisters, and her friends, Rezenof and his officers had a very
pleasant time, with the Russian diplomat becoming particul-
arly attentive to his beautiful hostess.

Finally, on April 7, arrived Senor Don Jose de Arr-
illaga, the governor. Word had been continually reaching
him about the well-mamnered, delightful young Russien offi-
cers. Consequently, such good friends of the Arguellos

e



deserved, iz His Rxesllency's epinion, She grestest of sonsid~
erstion, Hemes, the duy after his arrival, twe sissiosaries

weit ahourd the Juspns to imvite Rezanof to an interview with
the gsvernor,

The pedres ware slways objeets of surprise to Resanef.
lie was pot quite used to the position emd status which they held,

¥hon the two primsts come, he hinted that at least an offiscer
sould have been ment, but they laughed sway his prejudice and
apswered: “Come, come, are the haly fathers werse tham officers?"
On the way %o sho goversoy, Rezanef sounded out his friendly co-
corts on the subjeot of trade. Thoy fmmedietely became reticons,
snd explained that there had been rumors of war, Remsnof explained
the impossitility of sush & outastrophe in the mesr future, but

sotwithotanding, lest untoward secident should ocoour, he secretly
sent back ordiers to the shipy thet no shore leaves were %o be

aliowed, The preccution wae unneceesary, however, as events
later proved,

Ian his conversations with the govercor, Remanof ressived
ks fivst diplomatic cheok, The goverser was wall pleased with
the Russian lesder perssnally, but She runers of war - for Nap-
oloon was Shen inwolving the Upanish govermmmend in bis Sortucus
policies - and the strict cocloalal regulstions made the govermer
eareful shout making any embarrzseing agreemen' s with the Russisns.
Ramanof used logle, eloguense, and friemdship, tut to no aveil,
This continued for several days. In the sesntime, he, through
his comnection with the irguells family - probebly prineipally
through Gemorite Comcepcion ~ was sonstantly imfommed as %o the
governsr's personsl opinion snd ressens ae expressed privately.
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concession tham that suprlies ecould be bought caly with money,
snd that Srade in goods oould not be allowed, JRven that ssall
gain gave promise of belng lost, for & period of five days passed

without mnything belng presented %o the shiy for m.'

¥hen formel diplomecy seemed usoless, Aexsnof determined
to try a move indireet, snd very much more plessant, prosedure.

Be desided %0 pay sourt $o Seneorita Ucncepeion. Everything was

in the young Huseian's faver, ©&pring, his own romsntie position,
and glowing telos of the brillisnt Russisn court all werked to-
gother %o win the hesrs of the girl, "hen he proposed, she

scoepted imnedistely, Difficultios seom arose foar the leovers,
for as he mm;‘

My offer overvhelmed her parents...
éArTerences and future
_ from their dsughter ware
2 thunderbelt to them., They sppea~
led %o the =lssioenaries, whe 4id not

know what S0 do. They drove poor
Concepeion to chureh, wade her sone

@e ho, but b 'ﬂ&‘.!..‘ﬂ.. i

nnnin.‘l.. The holy fauthers left
the sasttor uw to the Tope, and
though I was unable to see the =arre
inge throughiecel insdated that wa
e officially affimnced,

After Resanof had esteblishod himself ss the future

8. Rezanof %o the Directors of the Nussisn-imerican Company,

m - 1806, in Tixhmenef, Husailsko-iserixesskol

4. Rezsnof to the Direetors of the Hussian-imericsn Company,
Tebruury 90, 1996, ie Tikimnef, jussiiske-seriiasskel
anil, 1f, £33-864
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husband of Concepeion, he had po further trouble in obtelning
his eargo. Mmmﬁaumh_.n-dmnb
ing in thet She ship was soon filled and smech had %o be refused,
More than 280 tons of goods - whest, flour, darlay, peas, besns,
pork, md salt - wore loaded, as well as WO pounds of dried
meat, The want at Sitka was thus relieved by the mucoessiul
~isslon.

In May, 1806, fexsmof started for Sitks. For him that
that was only the beginning of his Journey, for he had %o Stravel

on %o 5%, Petersburg ia erder to obtein the comsent of the emar
to his marrisge to Oomcepeion. On the way, he fell 11l and

Sied, Ais for Semorite Goneepcion, she stayed true to her lover's
menory. Years she waited, dut 2o word wes heard, Bret Harte,
the Jelifurnia poet, poignsmtly descrided her vigil:

Lemg beside the deep emdrasure, where
the bragen ccnnon are,

bid ahe weit her pmsised bridegroem
apd the answer of the Usar;

Gtatchod the hardor heed with longing,
half in feith and half in douds,
Svery day some bhope was kindled, riickered

foded snd went oul,

AS. length Comeepelon, refuring ull other suitors, in despalr
beonme o muUR, - Not for shirty-siz years déid she receive defin~
ite word of her lever, and then only to lesrs of his desth.
Bret Harte finishes his version of this stery thus:

"Died while speeding home So Russia,

falling from s fractisus horse.
Left a awcetheart, too, they tell me.
? ¥arried, I suppose, of osursel




*Lives she yet?' a deathlike silence foll on e
banguet, zuests, wnd hall, -i

ind s trembling figure rising {§sed She awe~ 1
strugk gaze of all,

Teo black eyes in darksned ordits glesmed

bensath the nun's white hood;
Black serge hid the wasted figure, boved

and stricken whare it stosd,

‘lives she yet?' sir Ceorge repeated, All
were hushed as Concha drow

Gloser yet her nun's attire. ‘Sesor, pardon,
she died, tosl’

After Hezanof's succssaful veature, the Russians began ,
serious consideration of establishing & settlement on the
consts of Californis. The head office of the Russisn-imericen |

Company requested the Czar's governmeat to obtsin permission
Af posaidle from Medrid for it % trade with the Califormia

colony, Also, the company requested Alexander Baranef, its
head in Sitka, to direet his efforts to thet emd., The
Russisn govermment informed the company shorsly that it could l
g%t 5o suswer from the Spanish foredgn office; however, it |
dmuihmuwn‘mmo..
Berenof dispatehed Iven Xusof, or pls de palo as the
Spanierds called him becsuse of his wooden leg, from Uitka
in 1098 in the ship Zsdies %o explove and hust slong the cosst
of Salifornia nortk of San Framelseo in order to find & sult~
sble plece for & eclomy. Nuskof explored Bodega Bey, snd
spent the rest of the season humting otter. Im 1810, Kusef

again started for Califermis, this time on board the Jumona,

S. Tikhmenef, Aussilsko-jmeriksnskel Kempenii, I,204-208
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of the natives. The next year, he returned,and this time suee~
eeded in paseing purt of the winter at the chosen spot and slso

purehasing the land from the nstives for a few trifles while

hunting once more for sea otter., In spring, 1812, he again Pet-
urned to Cslifornia, this time prepared tc establish & permenent

solony.
A strip of bare tadleland two miles long and mearly &
mile wide on the cosst about elghteen miles from Bodega was sele

scted. Work war begun on Merch 15, 1812, The fort was buils
on a Sliff seventy feet above the besch, It was in the shape

of & reetangle 300 by 280 feet. The walls were eight-ineh rede
wood timbers, twelve feet high, mortised at the top inte hori-

gontal pleces ond surzounted by irom spikes, AS the northesst
corner was an octagonel basticn twenty-five feet in dismeter,

two stories high and comteiming fourtesn loopholes. At the

opposite cormer, on the scutheass, was 2 similar structure, soue-

what lerger, with sixteen loopholes. In the northeast corner

was the chapel, also provided with locpholes. Inside the stook~
ade were the commendent's bouse, ssoldiers' and officers' barracks,

kdtehen, warehouses, and Jjail. Outside sere bdlacksuith shop,
tennery, bvosthouse, cooper's shop, bakery, carpenter's shop,
mill for grinding flour, Shreshing floers, well, stable, sheepe
eote, duiry bhouse, cow barns, hLog pen, corwval, sheds, baths,
kitehsns amd houses for the Aleut Indisns, Vhen the fort was
finiehed, in 1814, there sus suid %o have been nine buildings



and & well withim the emelosure and fifty buildings outside, the
wiole site sonteining abous one thousand serves.®

On September 11, 1812, the ezar's bdirthday, dedication
services were conducted at Fort Ross. All ninety-five of the

Russisans and the elghty Aleut hunters were gathered together at
the christening service under the direction of Xuskef., Tousts

vere drunk to the ezar, and the new n-aizw began i%s offieial
existence., Soon the routine of life settled over the fort. Cane-
nons were inspected, reports mede, business transsoted, and dis~
putes setiled from day to day.

Two pursuits ccoupied the settlers at Ross: hunting and
agricultuwre, Unfortunstely, no very grest success was had in
either of these ventures, Sufficlest time or men could not be
devoted to obtulning fur-beering animals, snd besides, the Spani~
ards wore adamant in refusing permission to hunt im Sam Frencisee
Bay. Undoubtedly, many times the company heads sighed for some
enterprising, dashing young diplomst like Rezanof to solve the

problem}
Agricul ture fared no better., As a whole the Russisme

were not very skillful farmers, and no pessants were brought from

6o Es Of Essig, "The Ruscien settlement at Hoss,” 4in the Calif-
ornia Historieal doelety, arterly, XIJ, 3:lel-le2,
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Munu the needs. The Aleuts knew nothing about
raising erops. Also, the farm implements were orude to
the extreme, While some success was had in reising veget-
ables, the damp see sir and fog rusted the unscclimated
wheet sown at Ross, Only about ome-twentieth of a normal
return was obteined at first, There was no intention %o

abandon Fort Ross, though, for it wes so strategically

located as to form an adairable base for w“.'

Just bvefore the dedication service, the Spaniards
paid Ross a visit, News had comstantly been coming to the
Soumendsnte at Sam Francisco, Semer Arguello, about Russian
aetivity te the north of Sen Frencisco Pay. In partiecular,
many reports of a ship, stranded long on the beach, were
received. Ais a consequence, the gommendante, becoming

domewhat disturved, sent Senor lVorage with seven men %o
tnmu.uu.'
Morega was well received at Fort Ross. [He was

allowed to inspect the whole plant, and, although Shere

was some difficulty getting good interpreters, friendly
conmunication was carried on, Noraga asked Kuaskof about
the Russian reasons and intentions in establishing the post.
Kuskof explained that Ross was to be used as a food base,

7. Tikhaenef, Russiisko-imerikmskol kempanii, I,209-212.
8. H. E, Bancroft, History of Califormies, II, 2869-300



And furthersore he pointed out the great bemefits which
the Californiems would receive in trading with the Russians.

Senor Moraga was polite end emcoureging. He promised %o
spare ne efforts toward obtaining the governor's acquies-
eence to the project, and after the proper formalities had
been observed he and his men departed,

To Arguelle he reported his findings. The vessel
in question, he stated, was a small schooner stronded or
beached for repeirs ebout elzhteem miles above Bodegs Bay,
There were perhaps eighty men there under the command of
Euskof, he said, and ell were im great want of food. The
Russiens had built & fort, protected by artillery, whieh
apparently was intended as a persenent structure, lNoraga
was sent on to lMonterey, where he made = personsl reporst

to the govermor and further explained Kuskof's desire for

trede.
Trade was indeed desired at Yort Ross. Supplies

were rumning low and men m deserting. By Jenuary, 1813,
welcome news came, for Morega returned, hrugns witk him
twenty head of ozttle and three horses as gifts, and new
hope and 1life to the little Russian settlement as well.

He informed Nuskof that the governor hed given his consent
%o commerce between the two colonles. However, pending
official authorization, Russien vessels were not to enter
Gsn Freneisco barbor. Goods would have to be trensferred
in small boats. EKusof was jubilant, GSlobvodchikef was



immediately dispstehed to Sen Premcisco to set as agent
for she company. PFrom then on, the exohsnge of commod-
ities betewen the Fussimne and the Califomis setile-
monts wes practicslly continucus.

Relations betuween the Aussians at Forts Ross cnd
the Califomis suthorities were never really cordial. The

viceroy &t Hexieo Uity haed henrd quite early shout the
Eussisn sotivities, OConseguently, in the susmer of 1813,
he wrote %o Arriilega, $he governer, instrusting his to
otearve closcly the wovenets of tho strangers ankd ssoertain
their designs, This, of course, bed slresty been done,
However, the viseroy was further concerned lest the Russisns
were in same mapner sonneoted with the inglo-imerisan
sdvanoe on Uslifernia., OSuch a suspicion night sasily arise
from the conneotisn of the Zoston sea oaptuins and the
Susel an~smorican Joupeny in sesrching for furs., Arrillsgs
sent the laporty of this mossege $o fuskef. Jcan sacther
lotter srrived frem the viceroy, who had received the
reporta written mueh esriier and had thus boen asquaizted

with the true stute of affairs. This second co=munication

from Nexioo pointsd out thet the ococupetion of Fors Hoss
wvas & olesr viclation of & recent tresty between Spain snd
Russis. OComsequently, Zuskef w=ss required to abandon the
settlonsnt ot cuoe, Iuskef did not glive say answer %o this
conmusication. Mo insisted thet he had mo competent Spanish




interproter in order properiy te understand the document,
Alse, he sent o summery of 1% to Haranof st Giths, ex-
pleining how he had solved the Aifficulty.”

in the sumser of 1813 Governor Arrillega dled,
asd with him the Russismse lost & friend spd protesteor,

desor Jose de Arguello, who becsme the new govearner, was
net npearly so favorably inelined towards the settlesent
at Fort Rosa, In faet, he offieially demanded that
Euskef evacuate st cnee. Kuskef repiled that he could
Sake ne important sotiom befare hesring from S5t, leterse
burg. GHelations were further strained by rusors that the
Russisus were planning to mske & sulden attask on San
Praveiseo, #esr snd hysteris shrestened ot sny woment
to bring arsed intervention, Shortly after the deman!
to dissantle Yort Ross wes recelived, offiecial notifics-
tlon was given that all foreigeers were prohidited from

Srading with Gslifornia, ¥o meke matters even worse, in
1818 denor Fable Vicente de Sola arrived from Nexice to

becone the new governor, Sola was even mare hostile than
al.l'uou.o."0

Seon trade and fur-hunting bdecucme totelly dise
rupted for the Ruseisns., Russien agents and hunters wers
arrested and elapped ints Jsil =t Vonterey. Kuskef pro-

10, Baseress, caliterste, 1% B0 T



tested, dols Shroetened, levartheless, the priscners oon-
tinued to be held, aund affeirs casme % a dondlook,

The situstion wes essed a little by the wisis of
Otto von Kotzebus to Califormis in Oetober, 1816, Yotasbue
wss hesding ¢ Sussisn sclontifio expedition, and stopred
at San Pranciseo, GCoverser dola rode up from Nostorey to
welcame Xotzebus, end slso to toke sdvantage of an opport-
unity to complain sbout Xuskof's aotivities., Kotzebue, of
course, explained that after wll he was werely the lesder
of an expedition in the interest of seience, snd by meo
neens 414 he heve any authority over the actions of ihe
Russien-iserican Company or sny of its represeantasives.
levertholess, he conceded that the very esurtecus fHemar Dam
Fsblo Viceste 4@ Gols was quite right is sainteining that
his governament hed & grievance, Furthermore, ke sgreed to
MMWbsmlnm.ulmmtmw
aiffioulties would yield to friendly discussiom,

A messenger was dispatched st onee to Fort Ross,
fuskef sgreed %o come =ud o short time later appresred &t

Ssn Freneisco., For three days the gentlemen politely,
taotfully and diplomatically fenced for advantage. Finally
the results were drawn up in a doounent which wae duly

signed and filed away, and the problems were still unsettled,

The paper contuined an ascount of the eircusatances usder
whidgh the sonference wna held, It stated Sola's complaint
that the Russisns hed settled in Californis terrisory and

- __—
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bad neglested .to odey the viceroy's orders to depars, or
for that matter even %o have given a definite suswer to

the governor's letters on the subjeet., On the other hand,
iuskof refused %o meke sny argusents on the merits of the

ease or t abandon Fort Ross without orders from Berenef,
Finally, Xotzebue, while sduitting thet he had no suthore
1ty in the matter, agreed to submit the cese to the ezar, '
Kuskof returmed to his post somewbat irritsted st what he

sonsidered unnecessary interferonee on the part of Xotzebue,
but a4t the ssme time Laving 2t least maintsined friendly

diplomstic relations with the Californis government,

Even after the negotistioms, the priseners held in
Homterey remcined ia Jall, Some of the Aleuts had escaped
by becosing neophytes inm the missions, MNost of Sthe rost
were beld, exoept & fov other Aleuts wbo were semt %o bunt
otter for the Californiens and simply peddled on out to

sos and up to Fort Ross, and the sgent Xliet who was Saken

by Eotzebue to the Hawsilan Islends, whore he becans see~

retary of state to the mative king! However, when Baranof
at Sitka heard how affeire stood in Osliformias, he #ispatol-
ed, in 1817, Lieutenant Yakov Fodushkia in the Shirikef to
Eonterey. Poduskhkin wes sugcessful in obvtaining release of
the prisoners, and reocwived a proutee thut Sola would try

S
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to obtain trede privileges for the Russisms,

after these megotistions were over, Fort Ross seon
took on mew and larger ilmportence, The foreign offices
at Madrid and 5%, Yetersbhburg Sook up the matter. Count
Nesselrode, the Russien minister of foreign sffairs, re-
ceived & complaint from the Spanish ambasssdor to the effect
that the Russisns at Fort Ross had esteblished themselves
1llegally on Upanish tSerritary., The Russian-isericen
Goupany msde hmste to reply thet theres was no proef thet
the country betwesn lUan Franoiseo and the Columbia River
belonged to &ny Suropesn mation, All of whieh left the
problem still unsettled, The Fussicns remsined at Tort
foes, with the Lpamiards protesting.

. Although relations between the Russisns end the
Spaniords hed seemed to resch sn impasse, a sudden change
osme in 1818, &t that time a new sduinistretion wua sent
out to Sitka, Alse, the Califoraia settlements had begun
%o fesl the strong need of trade sinee the ueusl comuerce
with Peru fell rapidly, bdecause of the unsettled state of
affairs in Hispenie America., Them, too, the Csliforniens
had become used tc the nmewcomers and hed largely lost thelr
fesr of them, These and several other siailer reasons laid

the baais Tor a better understand ing detween the twe pesples.



Foremost in establishing the better conditions was
the new governer of the Russisn possessions, Hagemeister,
Baranof, the man whb hed directed the company's affeirs in
the mew world for almost three deosdes, was at last recalled
to make way for @ younger wman sand a new set of polisies,

#hether Rosa wuld finally suceesd or not was o guestion
ke no longer oould help deternine, The future lay with the

new generstion.

Hagenoletor procecded st once to Fort Ross te o=
gueint himself with the true situstion. The post, spresd
out on its 11ttle plain, with the green, wooded hills
benind snd the eclssr blue ses inm front, must lave sppesled
o the new lord of Russia's western holdings, He ot once
deoreed that the zettlement should be expanded. First the
Indian ehiefs were called inte conference, and after sole
eunly earrying out the usual formalities, he lesrned by
teotful questioning that there wuld be ne oppesition %o
enlerging the Russien heoldiags. In faect, the Indisns con=
sidered the Russiens were in the light of proteetors Shan
as & souree of danger,

Hush heartensd by his experiences st the fors,
Hagone 1eter next deeided to see what could be done =ith the
Spenish officials, So, taking Yuskof with nim, he visited
San Fraseises, spd there fomedistely got inte toueh with
the governor, Huch %o the satisfaction of the new Russisn



sdziaietreter, s trade agrecment wee reasdily aade, The
governor, Sola, himself offered to buy the whole carge of
Hageseister's shipy, but the dusiness mlmw
fola 414 not have sufficient funds, end the Russiens were
2ot willing to acoept & draft on the trecsury at Ousdsla-
Jara, The mew polisy was indeed a weloome change te the
fussians, for foodstuffs were slways meoded at Sitka.’
Alshough 1%s affeirs wers mers or less bound up in
the tangled skeins of diplomsey, Fort Ross had continued to
dovelop. The strong stoekade with i%s numerous well-losded
caumons made Indisns and Spenisrds slike wary of ssy hostils
descustretions. Vithin, neat wand spotless, rsuged the gquare
tors of the officers snd men. Otrangely eontrasting %o the
rough, untemed frontisr around adbout wes that iittle reflec-
tion of the old world, In the commamdsnt's house all wes
wade as oomfurtable se the incumbent eould muke 18, Thiek
earpots covered the floers and rieh arras hid the rough
keun walls., Hooks snd plotures added Sheir friemndly touch,
In the windows were panes of glass brought helf way sround
the world fe'a the far-off markets of BZureye. In the even~
ing, after s delicicus mesl prepared by the Fremch chef and
served on & table besutifully spread with orystal, ohina,
ailver service, snd olesr burisg tspers, the commandant and

T — e ——
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his offieiel fanily would sip their fine wine and listen
dreasily while the commandsnt's wife wove & spell of musie
from the plano in the next room. Anecdotes and wittieisas
from the ozar's omirt would be told, perhaps besoming
slightly thresdbare bus still lietemed $o with gusts by

these sxiles in & lonesome and distant lend., To anyone
suddenly bursting in on this elegantly dressed sompany smoke
ing thelr imported cigarettes or tasting their luropesa

wine, laughing snd talking in their old world courtly sanner,
or listening %o the struinzs of some old masterpiece, 1t

would cone =& & sulden shook that here oivilizetion shone
#0 brilliently while all sround stretohed an slmost unksown
and uncharted wilderness. Such was Fert Ross during =most
of ite three decades of existence,

Also, inside the stooksde, end adding %o the defense
of She northesst, wes the Oreek obhopel., It was stoutly

bulls, with loopholes for camnon, and was sursounted by twe
towers %o give the ususl chureh effect. In the interior all

wes neatness snd order. Faintings decorated the walls, snd
the altar wav besutifully sproimted. However, until one

became used to the sight, the two cannons on either side of
the sltar gave & someshat jarring note W the otherwise

pesceful lnterior. Otrangely enough there was =o priest teo
attend %o religicus matters. dhen the clesr~toned chapel
bells onlled the small populaticn of Fort Noss to s baptie-
mal, mayrisge, or funersl service, i% was cas of the offisers



who had to take charge,

Cutside of the stockade were the hute of the Imdi-
ans, the shops and etorehouses of the little settlament,
and the vegatadle gardens boyond., On the sandy bdeach below
were @ bost-landing, & boat-house for storing the frail
skin eraft of the Aleuts, & store-house for lusber and shipe
building materisls, snd last, but not least in importance
t0 the Russisns, was the bath-house for those steam bathe
50 desr $o the heart of the Museovite, Sheltering whis
littlie herder fromo the northern gales was & smmll epur of
1ana,®

A great deal of aotivity cemtered sround Fort Noss,
Mo were tilling the nearby fields, the sound of hexmers

osne from the workshops, and the Indian hunters bringing
in their eatohes or repairing thelr fredl bosts snd prim-
itive veapons added a touch of the bizarre. The saall
boats used by the Russiszns were slways a source of wonder=
ment to the Spanisrds, There were two types of oraft or
bidarkas as they were ealled,but both were made of skimns.
The larger kind would hold from fifteen to thirty msem. They
were orer snd um, but could be used on quite rough water.
The smaller hidsrkas, often colled kayaks, were used sore

for actually hunting the zea otter and other fur<bearisg
narine snimels.

13, J. G. Bromilow, "0Md Fort Hose - & stronghold of the
north,” in the Celiformis history musgey, I1I, 3186,



Te soe the Alsute plying their Srede was an unfor-

getable sight, The mysk was usvally made for Vwo peocpia.
It was a light, skin covered shell with twe epenings Just

large encugh for the hunters, Skill bors of long practice
was neoded to mapage the tiny orafS. Onos in these inter-
esting shells, all wee made water-tight by the cecupast by
snugly attaching his ses liom jJacket to the rin of the open-
ing. That dons, not & dyep of water could enter the Eysk
whataver night cesur, "aves broke in the ereft and poured
barslessly off, Should 1% upset, az wag often the case, &
few def't strokes with the paddies wers all that was zecess~
ary %o bring the Eaysk to as even keel., In thoss ‘osts the
Alouts would spend from ten to teglve ows & day sosuring
the watar for aigane of the sen otter. Onoe WMo proy was
sighied, the suoes - fer uswally from Tive to fiftess Runted
togother « wald e sapeuversd so 2z W Pplece the suimal %o
the windward; then they would spyrosch, swiftly snd silently.
As they glided inte shooting distance, the man in the stera
of the mearest kaysk would hold the boat stesdy wuile the
hunter in front alowly and esutiously would rolse bis promg-
od bone speer and with desdly sim would hurl 4t &t the oftter.
The lavd a0t of the drame wno omly a sstter of tiae, Jumed-
iately su belng 51%, the otter wuld sutmerge and for alout
tveBly sisutes sould reasin under seter desperstely tryiasg te
ahiske of 7 the berbh, while sll She Sime Lis sourse was msrked
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by & bladder shiech had been attached to the spear-hesd by a

long cord, dhen Tinally the amimal csme to the surface far
aly, he wes guiokly dispatehed, ulihl.ih.nulu.u

HBenting beses ware establiched on the iszlends uwp and
dosn the Cslifornis coust, The mcst jearnunent of these was

the post on the Ferellome lslsnds, There sesls, sea licas,
sea-gulle, ond egpe were obtsined apd semt %o FPort Reas.

There wers many stories told sbout the veriosus cutposts sa-
tablished anong the ifslapde. Usunlly Russlan officers were

iz charge, But that wen not alvaye the 2sse, In one instance
when the Aleuts alone were semt, nmrmmu"'

In 1825 a party of twenty-five Aleut
hunters aede thelr headquarters on

San Fiesles Island., 423 thet tine

the islmd was inhabited by some thirty
indian nen and twenty-three wmen.
After baving o querrel with the Indiens,
the Aleuts xilled all the msn, Sook
possesaion of the somen, wud resnined
usetere of the islopd for slwest & yoear,
Then one night, shen the Aleute were in
& drunken sleep, the Isdlan vomen rose
up sud kEilled svery one of them,

Ihe Gglen, "Rusaian sos~otter sad sesl hunting, " im the Jalif-
ernie sistorical Seelety, jmerssyly XIi, 3:218,

15s E. lawranoe, “Fortunes in otter, " in Tourlag Sopies,
iRV, me.
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@ith the advent af the new sduinistretion under Hageme-
ister, sgrioultural setivity was grestly iveorcased at Fort Rees.
Schxidt was semt %2 replace Muskef, and under the new coumends
&t nere attention was givea to ths seil ad less to hunting.
The arses for plactizg and hevding were grestly inorsassd, Hewe
sver, zll effurts failed %0 moke Yort Hoss a success finamelally.

sxong the firet things to be developed were the gerden
sudt the oraherd, Vegstables were raijsed in adundenoce, inelude
ing puspkine; piekled beets and csbbege were sent o Gitke)
potatoes were planted twice & year, although the yleld was rel-
atively ssall, HNad it mot been for the field rodents, the pote
ato erop might have become very laportant. There were, %oe,
abundsat ylelds of wetermeluns, Zetween 1514 and 1820 meny
fruit treos ond grape vines were sot out, These mede s very
valushle sddition indesd to the fare at Fort Ross,

Theat profucstion wes alwiys a Gissppointment So the
fussl snd, Bany sethods weve rescrted o, in order % further
sgrioultursl dovelspment. Por instenes, one of the instruce
tions to Devemof ststed:l®

Those helf-esstos who prove themesl res

weable 1o exsoute the duties of solonid
adainistration, ere to be setiled at Ross,
them their femilios sn * supply

for their needs, To encourage Shesm in

these pursults, the wumpany will purdhasze
from them Sheir surplus.

sekel kespenti, I, 834



Furthernore, seeds and lands were distriduted to them, A%
orois Indlens, sd Alwts ot Ford Ress, the groater pars of
ﬁnmwuuutﬁmm kevertholess, thare
was seldom ever encugh wheat for expert. About the mest
that wus scoouplished wac %W meke Fors Ross solf-supporsing,
#2 thet the sargoes of the supply shipes =ight be sent on te
Gitka withous having to leave purt or mest of their precious
fosdstulls at Hoss,

After 1226, the yleld on the whest sowm st Noss
dserensed. For the next sevan yeurs ounly about fiftosn tons
sk & average wers exported snpuslly. This, eonsidering the
aize of the emterprise, was an entirely unsatiefectory smount.
| However, by 1883, the contisusl cultivetien of the fields

kad #0 fupoverished the sodl that erops fell off %0 & wimiwus,
#ild osts thrvestsmed to choke out the grain, Consequesntly,

far several years the land had %o be used only for grasing.

Bearon irengell vislted foss in 1853 and reslized thet
further eupansion wue nesessary, Under hies direction twe
small renchee were sstablished to the ssuth of Ross, between
the Bussion River and Sodege Day, The first, oslled Fostrom-
itinof Renoh, just south of the mouth of the river, sentelned
sbout ome hundred meres, 4bout five wiles north of Bodega

Bay, 8% the fuesisan Juleh, wes the Teoohernikh RZssch, or Gorgy's
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as 1t was oslled. There a vineysrd of £,000 vines wes set
ous, and 2 few fruit trees vere planted, 7The new ranches
were providod with the necessary duildingse, ineluding the
inevitedle bath-house,r?

Those changes brought immediate improvement. In
1834, Tort Ross was able to pand more then elahty tons of
wihoat S0 Sitha, bvesides otber produce., However, that was the
greatost export for the rest of the existence of Fart Roas,
The next year was o complete failuwre; the totel for the last
four years, from 1837 %o 1841, wea less then 130 tons, Any
ordisary whest farmer today could be expected o do ss well
or better - and that without =u ssteblishment of several hund-
red peopls to drew frow for sssistancel Desidas whest, during
the pame foureyear perisd, a totel of sbout Shirty tons of
other produce wee exported., Of thie, darley, rye, seas, bugke
wheet, beams, corm, tobaoso, und dried bresd formed She greater

m-u
Gomewhnt more sucecessful wes animal husbemndry. uhen

Hogonnl ster became head of the Hussisn activities im lNorsh
imerican, and shen Zobmidt weez sent dows to take scatrol of

Ross in 1OEL, there were 187 head of cattle, V36 sheep and 134

hogs. Those gradually imersased until thers were about B, 000

R ——

1%, sssig, "Ressy 4im the Ualifornis Nistoriesl Seeieby,

Suerderly, Xri, 51188154

kompanii, 1, 583-356,
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cattle, 1,000 bhorses, snd 1,000 sheep belonging to Fort Hess
when the post wee sbandoned. Hog reising had been given up
as & fallure. From i%s flocks and herds, Ross wue able to
export to Jitka 108 tons of corm beef and 17,910 pounds of
butter besides a good decl of fat, wool, and leather during
1%s lsat fifteen years,

Agriculture, gresing, snd huntisg were not the only
pursults, Some memufeoturing snd ship building were engaged
in. 7The mechaniecs at Hose were able %o meke things of @
quality socepteble to the Califernia markets. Howboats, wheels,
cooking wtensils, various kinds of irom work, and other arte
icles were supylied to the Culifernians. Until the trade
with Celifernia was opened to the world, about §3,000 s ysar
was realized by Soss through its commerce, Ghip bduilding, omn
the other hand, wos nueh loss succeasful. Four shipe were
built, but the unsessoned wood and the use of redwood sade
these boats & constant source of trouble. Bitter experience
taught the Russisns that it wus more satisfectory and much
cheaper %0 buy their vessels from others or build them at
di%ke.

In all, 1% osn bo wald thet Fors Noss was nothing but
& fdrsis on the Russisn-Aneriosn Cempsay. Uarsstricted trade
with Cslifernia would have been sore valuable in many respects.
in faet, the company offered cearliy to abandon the poat if 1%
could receive commercial privileges instead., Por practioally
all of Vort Ross's existenoe it coet from three %o four times
more thes 1t returned, Consequently, the hope that it would



form an isportant food base was never realized. Fort Ross,
economienlly, was & failure,

Besides the economic trouwbles, thers were constant dipe
lomatie dAifficulties, 5%1ll, notwithetending the temse and
sometines struimed eharacter of the offleisl relations,
sotual persenal snd unefficisl contacts between the Rusel snas
and the Ualifornisne were almeat alvays very ocordisl.: Visits
by the Zpaniarde tc Yort Ross were falrly ¥eequent, and
friendly bospitality was slesye extended, That feet account~
od for sc much seeming paradox: sme, for example, when relig-
ious ornaments wers presented by the Russians t the new
aisslon of San Vrancisco Solano, even though thet miesion
hed been established largely to cheek the Nussian expansion,
The twc peoples slweys lived together without rsmeor or
discord,

Time and egain representatives of the Califomie gove
ernment wuld be dispatched to the Ross settloment., First
the usual question: "Upon what avthority have you established
this post?™ would be ssked., The Russisn commandsnt would
formally snd ecourtecusly evade the query. Ususlly, a peried
of six months would then be given in which to evecuste the
post, This {nfomsetion woudd be gravely received and the
prouise would be mede to inform 56, Yotersburg of the matter,
Aftar that bad been sccomplished the commendant and the Cal-
ifernien officer wuld spesk of other thinge of more personel



interset, and perhaps oven ssuple & 1little Russisn wine.
Fizally regrotful ferewells would be said, and the Califor-
nisn would refura $0 Sam Fraseiseo while the Russian coma=
sndant would go back to his quarters, Both would make Shelir
official reports, snd proaptly drop the matter. PFurther-
nore the officer ot fan Frencisce would continue to use Vort
Soso butter in food sooked with Tort Ross cooking utensdils,
The whole transsction was very convenient snd legal, amd sll
remsined friends.

from amother guarter, diplomatie opposition also arcas.
The United States began to fear Hussisn expassicn on the
Yasifie Coast. To add % the suspioion of the young republie,
tmrhmmfutilnwmc“‘om;t
striy of territory on the Feaifie Cosst 800 =iles long in
retura for assistenee promised ageinst revolsing Mispanie
imariefs Whem, in 1888, the ozar issusd a ykase whiech in
effoct sought %o close the Horth Facifiec to foreign ships and
to establish the undisputed supremecy of Russis iz the northe
west coant, alarm at Vashimgton grestly inereased, Conseq-
uently when Fresident Nonroe delivered his fumous message %o
songress in December, L6283, part of it wes clearly designed
to balt the fussion advanee, This attitude on the part of the
Mnormummmgmuomm
towards ccusing the emar to lose interest in the Galifommia

vm“ Fart Ross, oprosed from every quarter, & feilure




econouieslly, and ut sush a great disstamse from Jt, Peterse
burg, hed litSle but abandonment to hepe for froz the future.
During the latter part of the Russian sooupssey im
Galifornia, from adout 1883 %o 1841, & very curious situstion
developed. The Russian and Sslifornian authorities astually
buntad for furs in pertnershipl! This, of courss, wes not a

continucus relstiomship, VWut mevertheless, quite fregquant.
Regsrdless of tho sesmingly ilnsurmsuntadle diplomatie aire-
ioultios, those bargains wers strusk from Sime to tiwo.
Treined hunters snd the necsssary equipment were furnished
by the Russisns, while the Hpaniards gave the legel parmission
for the esterprise, Froceeds weve divided secording %o the
various sgroeseonis. Thus & 4ifficult situstion was compros-
taed. The prasticel Zaliferniens, reciizing thet the massisns
would lunt stter suyhew, in Shis way prosured soae retura for
the depletiuvn of their mmc.’o

if Port Boss were ever %0 achieve suy suount of
suceess, 1%t hed %o expend it%s holdings. lMore and better lamd
bad to be found, and some awount of seeurity hed teo be attaln~
od, With the passing of each year, this possibility decanse
sore remote. sSettlers were 4rifilss imto Californin from the
United states, foreshadowing waat peck chamged from s smadd
trickle o & rosring floed. Sven the Gsliforsisue were soving
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into a new territory. PFirst lMision San Franciseo Solano was
established, im 1823, and then its renches snd holdings begen
to spreead out fuon-like inte the countyry approaghing Fort Ross.
Bach step north by the Spaniarde meant one step less whish
eould be Saken by the Russians,

By 1833, the governor of California began seriously
to sonsider establishing settlers aorth of Sam Francisce Bay.
A young officer, Senor Don Hariane Guedalupe Vallejo, was
sent toc note the various possibilities. He was, ostensidly,
interssted only in buying some rifles, ssddles, snd other
supplies for 3Jen Frapcisce, Kothing, however, wes ilmmedistely
forthooming from the incidens, Vallejo's report wes not in
the least slarming ss to sinister Russisn asctivities, and as
for the settlement, that was »ﬂm‘.u However, & beginaing
had been made towards a more eggressive poliey om the part of
the Californians.

manﬁMa were not lost on the Russian~
Azerican Company. Reporss wers ssnt comstantly from Fort Ross,
and in 1836 Kuprianoef, the chief administreter of the ocolanies,
reperted that pewcomers from the United States were settling
anrd developing ranches in the vicinity of Yers Resa, This, he
pointed ous, seriously impsired the chemces for expamsion. The
eompany heads replisd that the ;reoblem would have ta be handled




locally, but that, "No efforts are to be spared to
retain the territory already occupled.”

Gradually the company became convinced of the
uselessness of Fort Ross. JHxpenses had been rising
while receipts had been falling off. There was little
chance of giving Ross & political significance, for
it had never gained recognition from any world power.
Furthermore, it was of little strategic value to the
Russian possessions becesuse of its distance from the
Sitka settlements. Finally, since Spain had lest her
hold on the New World, trade could be carried om un-
restricted except for loeal regulations;; so a food
base was not longer such a pressing problem. These
considerations settled the company's resolve to with-
draw from Celifornia. Consequently, the executive
council asked for the necessary permission from the
ezar. Im April, 1839, the decree was issued to the
effect that the settlement at Fort Ross was to be
broken up, its population apportioned among the other
colonies, and all unnecessary articles and implements
were to be sold at San Franciseo.>>

28, Tikhmenef, Russiisko-imerikanskoi Kompenii 1 365,
23, 1Ibid., I, 365-366.




The official death sentence of Rezanof's and Baranof's
experiment in California had been signed.

Rotchef, the commandant at that time, learned of
the decision, He at once began to take steps necessary
for the change. First the offer was made to sell the
equipment to the Hudson's Bay Company for $30,000, but
the negotiation failed, Then Rotchef notified the Calif-
ornian government of the determination to abandon Fort
Ross, and proposed that Mexico should buy the property.
The governor was, of course, interested, amnd asked for
detailed information. In the meantime he informed the
Mexican government of the new proposal. However, affairs
contineed to drag slong without any agreement being reached.

In the summer of 1840, an ineident occurred which
threatened to disturb the peaceful relations between the
Californiens and the Russians. It all arose out of the
enterprise of a shrewd Yankee skipper. A certain Josiah
Spalding, master of the Lausanne, conceived the idea that
Bodega was a free port belonging to Russia., Thus he might
land there, unload some passengers he was ecarrying, and
econclude kis affairs in California -~ all without having

to pay anchorage or other duties. Rotchef, engrossed in



the weighty matters concerned with winding up affairs
at Yort Ross, left om business for Sam Franelsoo with-
out ejecting the canny captain.

Compliestions wers not long in developing.
Senor Don Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo at Sonoma was soon
startled by the visit of four of the passengers demand-
ing passports. The good dom at once bdegan imegining
every kind of simister possibility. Amed strangers
were abreoad in the land, Bodega was practically abane
doned by the Russimms. A foreign vessel was lying in
that harbor free from all restrictions. Indeed, the
situation demanded immedinte and drastic sotiom!

Vallejo sent Ensign Lazaro Fema with 2 guard
of soldiers to Dodegas Pay. 'ena's lastructions were
comprehensive. He was to see that all persons sho had
landed re-smbarked. Also, those in charge of the vessel
ware to be warned to land no goods on penalty of being
troated as smugglers. Furthermore, Fena was directed
to collect tonnage dues on the Leaussnne at the rste of
#1.50 per ton, =ad to remain at the port to see that

the orders were carried aut.“

24. M. G. Vallejo, Documentos pars la historis de Californis,
1769-1880, IX, 183.



A short time arfter Jess had gone to Bodega bay, Oup~
tals dpalding secompanied Yy seversl persons fros San Frane
ciso0 stopyed at Sonsuma., The time was certealaly ust very well
shosen for a visit to Vallejo! Vallejo refussd %o let Spalde
ing's sospanicus proceed, end ealled upon the captsin o pay
his tennage dues. Upalding imsisted that Sodega Bay was &
Ruseisn pert, for whieh he had the confirmation of the commande
snt st Fort lese, However, if the proper suthorities should
deoide the question differently, Csptain Zpelding sgreed te
pey the fee. Under those condisions, Vallejo allowed Ipelding
% depars, but su understanding with Rotchef at Fort Rose
begems, %o the Jelifernian, necessary.

Instructions were seut Vo Hasign Fens %o state
Slearly and seequivesslly %o listobef that Sodegs Bay velouged
$o Nexido, net % Russia. Though the use of it Wy the Sussisne
Asevioan Conpusny had besn tolerated, still it was saly by the
taeit consent of the Cslifornisa government. Conseguently,
sinee Notohe!l bad exceeded the vounds of kis privileges, i%
had been asvessary o send in troups o enforce the law. Zhis,
then, was the nercage wiioh Rotolef redeived upon kis return.
The snger of the otherwise agreeable and polished scumendent
blazed. Not only 4id the prosense of Tens's men ralise Mot
obef's wrath, but the eopy of Valleje's order, msde by & sube
erdineta in Sthe absonse of the soumantans, waus not even e
@ipismatic as taat of Vallsjo's orisinel., Retehef raised the
Hussian flsg and defied all the power of Hexisc to haul 1%




m:.mwmnmum whieh Shat offieer
mmmm. Finaily, when the Leusents, the ocons-
iom for the Fwrowe, suiled, 4% left & Jewr foroigoers at Sol-
oge. Thoue Botehef ngreed 1o eid in resching thelr Sestin-
sbisn, which was Oacremento. Vallejo 414 not interfere, dut
serned Rotehe? thet he would Yo responsible for his sets.
Reperoussisne from the affaty were folt na far as
ftke, Tuprisusf, hRimeslf, on hiz way So Susasia, having veen
replscsd as governar, failed te oblain ascord hetween Vallejloe
and Retekef, Notshef insisted thet he had Veen insulted ant
that the Sslifornisn's messsgs hed soxtained en order for his
arrest, Vallejo damied that such e demend had besn mads, dus
held that Retohel hat far axcseded his nuthority, After a few
waonths, hossver, whem oth parties to the dlapute bad hed time
%o conal der the situwation & 1ittle =more celsly, good relations
wore rastorefl, Sinse Hoss was % be ahandoened anywey, there
%55 50 point to waking ssything serlous cut of the ineidsus,™
During 1841, tie dusness trasssosiens in cunnestion
with the ssle of the fussien hold ings were eoupletad, A1l 44
ot go as smsethly ov salftly ae hed been Bopyed by the Muses
fsns, This wae due largely % the iztenticnal 4ealay oo the
gars of the Califormisn governwert, 1t wae Noped sad seve op
iess ezpected Ly Vellejo that the ford would e sbandoned soom,
even without purchees by the Califervians., This would save

58, Bomeveft, fsliformis, 1V, 178-1%.




the large sxpenditure, However, the delay only essured thet
mmiiih-mnu shnpone else. HSoom Jobm A. Gutter and
Jused ¥. Lease begen bidding. leese's offer was J85,000,

Comsendant Autehef, in lsptember, visited lutter's
Part, ibile thers he porsuaded Sutter to return with his %o
Fort Noss. Cosditione were fousd favoradle, aud a price of
$80, 000 wes sgreed upen very quickiy. The stipulations were
that the sus wos %o pald in four yearly instsllmests. The
firet two of 25,000 end the third of J10, 000 were %o be made
in produce - wheat, pess, beans, svep, suet, md tallow - ot
&n sgrsed-upon reate, The last ous of §L0,000 was %o be in
codn. The wiole treansaction was ssnetioned by the vexiomn
governmaent ,?6 Sutter st omoe sest for the mevable preperty,
shich, exeept for She loss of & few cattle, arrived ssfely at
his ranoh.

Hesnwhile the Sussians set sail for the north, leave

ing their noldings, uwhish were described as follows by & cofie

temporsryi o7

mm::uﬂu:t&mznm
gardens & supbor astiong
there exists nothimg wove jioturesgue
nor grender tham the furests of gig-
antse pines whidh emoirele it. Ross
appesrs as & guedrilatersl of olighty
meturs front .mntnmmd'mu
ie stotioned house of the goveraor,
those of the officers, the arsenal, the
barracks, the magazises, aud a Oreek
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is four metexe im height; it is plereed
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tabli s, sueh as of tinof,
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unﬂd ow Tort foss, al the little
ersek where the vessels uﬁ:?

Guiet and sclitude settled over the stoekede end buildings.
The deop-volaed Russians snd their sure-eyed dDunters were gone.

In silence, alone wnd desorted, Fors Rose sueited the decsy and
ravages of future ages.

Memory of $he Sussian ocoupation remained, wet smly
the ruins of the settlesent, but aleo in other thinges, Galif-
orpia’s state flower, the "Californis puppy” was first des-
aribed te the selentifie world by Adelbart von Chamisse, o
naturelist, shs accozpanied O%%s von Yotzedue in 1816, Fe
nemed the flower sfter his friend and collaberater, Johans
Friedrieh issheotolts, ss Jechasholtzis gsiifornjss Two
other soientiots, 1. . Vosnesensky sud 6. Tesehersmikh, on
June 12, 1541, soalsd the wost proaiuent peosk iz the neighe



borheod of Ross. They plamted & aopper tablet there %o
counenorste the eveut, axd nemed the sountaln Ut, Helema
in heser of the patren seint of the Imgress of Sussia. Fert
Rose, Nwesian River, and Sussiss OSuleh alss remain %o
resind the traveler of the Nussian cecupation,

For s few yoars iamediately following the departure
of the Huseovites, little w#za dome by Suiter So care for
the property of Yort Ross. A susber of buildings snd most
of the zovable goede hed beon tranelerrsd te New Helvetias,
as Sutter's Fort wvas called, The Gresk chapel mas ooessione
Slly used a2 a sterehouse for hay, snd whet livestook re-
mained wore allowed to yum wild., Im 1845, Williem Benits,
in partnership with Najor Rufus, lessed the place frowm
Sutter. Zven them, the shadow of the ¢ld Mexiosn snd Russ-
lan controveray Lovered over Fort Ness. The Nuuis Nsnsho,
shieh ipeluded the old Russisn sottlement, wae gramted in
1845 %0 Vansel Torres by Goverssr Pio Fiow. FHaowever, the
title was essily quieted by Benitz, snd things went slosg
sisuothly for a while.

Throughout the period fram 1641 %o 1859 Sutter was
shipping grein to San Pranelede o pay bis debt. The last
of the §32,000 was not delivered until sighteen years sfter
the sele, despite the four-year comntract. The fulfillaent
of his obligation brought little adventage o Sutter, how-
over, for sfter quieting the Mumix title Denitz refused So



pey his vemt any lemger. Demitz 414, theough, try to settle
Sutter's claix by s peyment of 96,000, but his suceessors,
#illiem Muldrew, Oeorge R, Eoore, and Daniel W, Vel by, bed
to engege 1o a leaglhy iitigstion before their desds were
scoepted =o legel, OSutter, them, reslized only Senitz's
puysent for his Nussiam elaim, In that way Fort Ross, firet
tought fros the Indiens Tor m sxount reported to be thrse
pairs of breeches, thres hoes, tws axes, md four strings
of beads, later, by & pries of 450, 000 represented mostly
by wheat, fiselly received o cleoor and undicputed title for

saly §6,000,%8
Hot until the scning of Gearge ¥, Gull 414 Pors

Ross regein semething of i%e old activity, iben Call goined
possession of 1%, he soon established s thriving 1ittle
village. Dut bow Tuskof or NoSchef would have fal$ AT they
eould have seen the chepge vhich Med ocome over thalr spote
less, enteryrising posti The greater part of the stockade
was gome. The publie rosd pasesed shrough the =iddle of the
eusclosure from esct to west, The old bulldinge whioh re-
meined were belng varicusly used sz o saloon, & hotel, and
& storehouse, while the chapel had become a stablel The
bastions, ¥hieh hed ocuce held shining censon ané felt the
brisk tread of soldiers' foet, had been turned into pigeties,

—— — —ineen
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and were moss govered and tetterimg. The other bulldings
ineluded a bLiscksuith shop, = store, & mest markes, and
s post end telegrapk office., The postoffice wus emtab-
lished iz 187Y by Call, whe besszme the first postusster.
Transportation wes furnished ca lond by a ctage reute and
by sea from the little harber at the foot of She eliff, &
whioh seversl different bosts touched regularly. Coe
iaportant ehange had besn wade whieh would hsve smazed
the Russiens, A chute had been built from the eliff te
the landing. By the use of this deviee, ships epuld de
loaded with grest repidivy.®®

Fith the paseing of years, intersst was aroused
in the historie cld fort. It wes fosred that She post
might pese forever froc the memory of man unless soume
astion warg taken to yroserve 1%, Mad 1% not been for the
age-resisting quality of the redwcod timbers from shieh
Port Roos was Buils, in all prebebility the Susalasn strues
tures wvould have lung sisee fallem inte osblitersting descay.
dr., Sall, himself, took the firet atsp 1ia the direotion
of rustering the Russisn furt. He replaced the fallen-in
reof of the sbureh with now grooved timbers snd alse re-
peved the underpimning and interior,

Hatters boctae sors ssute, however, in 1806,

-

29, Huaro-Traser, Himtory of Sonome county, 377-378.

el




43

A% that time an esrthguais coourred whioh serioualy dsmaged

Fort fAoss's buildings. The church wes badly weakened, and
the oupols fell Se the ground. 4s & consequence, & few
years later one of the inhabitaats whe hed spent his boy-
hood at Tart Ross cndersook %o repsir the dsmage. All the
people of the losality were called upom to assemble on &
certain date to begin the work. A dsnoe was to be held st
the end of she day. Iy sll soccunts, the only ones who
aobly snawered the sunsmons arvived just a little hefore the
lnum"bﬂh-“

Ob Nay 25, 1808, the ohapel and 3.01 aerss of
lend were purchssed by & fund retised by the San Frened see
Sxssiner, and then transferred to the :tete, The totsl
price wns §3,010, By 1917 the chupel hud bees restored,
al though 4irffering mmntm'mthﬁir
tnal, snd in 1985 servises wers held on July 4. This be-
same sn anpual sffair, Ia 1986 the Mistorie Lendmerks Come
wittes of the Hative Soms of the Golden Vest dedicated @
bronze tablet marking the chapel. In 1086 the forts was
placed under the care of the State Division of Farks, dinee
then restoration has progrossed stesdily until sart of the
old fort Soday (1936) looks muoh as it 414 at the tine of
Russian oesupation.

0. 8. J. Ghase, Gliferais geast tzalls, 361263,
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(ne snd & quarter senturies have passed sinee the dashe
ing romsbile Hezanof seiled into Han Fremoiscs Bay, osptured
Dona Concepelon's hoeurs, and openmed the way for the establishe
ment of & new eolony under ¥Mis Iuperisl Msjesty, the Cwer of
Russie. Three different nations in turs have held the post
which he established, Osly in yecent years has soelety taken
steps to preserve this nisterie spot in o senner Titsing and
honorable; and now & person with o little imsgination, during
the twilight hour shem shadows deeponm inte sudstznce, ¢am =it
upon the Litsle hill everlooking old Fort Rese and see onee
again a seeme surpsseingly pioturesque and intriguing, though
fsnelful, The ileuts with thelr frail kayaks and #1l4 attire,
loasd on the 11ttls bLeach, depbeit thelr cateh, and swing
Shelr erafts over their shsulders t¢ placse thes ob higher
grousd for gressing. i round the stockade Rhalf & hundred
ecoking fires tuinkle, and in the windows of the sonmendent's
house the Lizht from wax tapers saote a gleam over wraithe
ke figures in the stockade, In & soment the vision fades,
Ferhaps 1% wae only the reflection of the full moen on &
few bright objects and a fog bank coning iu from the ses,
but in effeet, if not iz reslity, old Fors loss has lived
agein., Hegretfully one leaves it %o ite legends and memories,
goos down the hill to the walting sutomobile, snd suters
onee mare the tampos! the twentiethk sentury.
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