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INTRODUCTION

The purpese of this paper 1us to expliln RBussla's role 1in
the history of our h9th state, Alaska. Aside from being of
Ruspian-Aoerlican decetit, I choxe: this tople becsuse both Russlang =
and Americang had & frontier and because Alnslkn wé&s unlgee in
being ths only state in the union that was settled from the
east without Ameriean manifest destiny. Basleally, I hope to
cover: TNussiz®s move coel, Busillicdic..ce and -Alsska®s Fusslu

Legrcy,
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RUSSIA NS HOVE EABT

One of Russia'e greatest perlods of expansion began under
Ivan the IV, He killed and tortured so many p2ople that eventually
thousands left to ¢scape hls wrath, Mang of the cultured and rlch
fled the outslidrtés of Russla into Europe while most common men went
to joln the Cossack oubtlaw bande that lived democratically in iso-
lated wilderness areas,

In 1579, to ve even Tarbther wway f1w. Iven the Terriulels
wrath, one Cossack river pirate, Yer:nkﬂmimnrei?ich,'led a group of
1,000 Cossacks paci the Stogonov foully c2lf =ines oa the Urael Moun-
tain¥s went slope, They were in search of the valuable furs that
were no loager readily avallable in European Russia, Fur or EHEEH
as 1t was omnlled was in great demand because it was often used es
money &nd was the usual tribvute to the Tear-- a custos left over
from tha foco>v, Mongolian rule kmown as the Yartar yuku.l

By 1581, Yermak had crossed the Urals and attacked the Tartars
of Khan Kuchun in thelr capital called Isker or 3iber, Within fifty
years this area became what is mnow called Siberia. Yermak dled e
short time later, but for his conquest was pardoned of &1l crimes
and was exsulted as a hero for centurles after,

The news of undeveloped fur lends spread so guickly throughout
Rusaia that Russia's wild pruguhlenikif fur werenunts snd tax tri-
bute collsctors reiched the Paclfic Ocean within gixty years, The
gpeed, vigor and daring of those frontlieramsn wiks amazing singe they
lecked charts, ingtruments or any sort of navigntional knowledge.,”

Anide from the lures of the fur trade, Russia's first expansion

east was influenced by 1) the urge to reach the sea'and make the

northern Paciflic Ocean Hussian, 2} the quest rnr-sunurityﬁhy gotting

—-
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back at the Tartars™, 35) the idea of migration or colonization .

#} religlous bellielfs sauch ap Moscow becouing the third Rooe--

deatined to rule the world as a universal Bﬂplre?

and lastly 5)
Kussian nationalisw® based on the concept of nationality as the
game religlion, not Che pawe race,

Wherever the promyshlenikl went, the church eventually followed,
Since nationality was based on having the same religlon, the church
played a big role In Russifying the natlives., Once becomlng ﬂrtqadﬂx,
natives no longer had to {:::15,' Yasak to the frontileramen, ond could
vecowe promyshleniki or tradesmen and explorers themselves, Hector
Chevigny writes tne r'ollowing description of this pedod:

"ThF Russians were, moreover, glven to mating quickly with the -\
ﬁ;ﬁen ;} the lands they penetrated, Alweys the children QETE
babtized, From them came many of the promyshleniki of the
future- a new breed of frontlersmen even more daring than
their fathers, fearful least of all of dintance, restless,
carriers behond weaning, having always to see what lay emhead,
if only for the sake of seeling it.Jh -

After reaching the Paclfic, the Russisns expanded north and

south but were stopped at the Amur River Valley by the Chinese.

Tha Chinese were 80 upset that they 4id not allow Russia tnfbade

by shipa, instead limiting Russian trading to only two overland
places--Kia-Khta in China and Irkatsk in Russia. (Through this

trade with China, tea became the Russian national beverage,) Even-
tually, the furs in Siberla began to diminish as they had in Eurcpean
Ruseia. MNow the only barrier to further expansion was the Pacifiec
Ocean 1%self. Unfortunately up to that time, Russlans did not lnow
how o bulld ships and bad little desipre or visible ability to he-

come aailora.



Fortunctely when Peter the Great came to power, be started the
Ruasian navy and sent many sellors and foreign shipbullders to Siveria
to develope it, At this tiwme, in addition to the fu!: - groed, the
discovery of the Kriles Inl&nd}ll‘.he ulsh to reach anurlf E8 well as the
beginnings of sclientific curiﬂﬂit31} helped advance new expeditiona.
These expenditions were led by wen such as Bering, who was a Dane In
the Rusaian navy. He wae sent to 1) see Al Awmerica and Asia were
Joined, 2) locate the northwest passage, 3) chart the Artic coast, and
%) logate the nen-eristant continent of Gamaland, PBering died in 1741,
before all of hia work was completed, but due to his discovery of
nﬁt&r skina called "Morskie Bobri" (Sea beave) a new promyshlenik
stanpeed -~ was started. Bering is credited with the discovery of the
Bering Stralght, the Aleutian lelands, Alaska, and the nmorthern
route to Japan.la Bering did not recelve all the credit he deserved
because of the extreue secrecyy of those voyages due to fearas of
Frénch gnd British exploration,

After 1742, Russia did very little significant cxploring. This
wao because the horth Facifle was becomihg a sphere 4f ihternationgl
rivalry that had to be contlouocusly delt with, taking much time,
woney, and effort. At cone polnt, Catherine the Great was so upset
by Frouch and European presence that she contemplated dispatehing
one squadron of Russlan warships to deal with forelgn ships, but a

war with Turkey prevented this course of action,>?

RUSSIAN-AMERECA - 22

The first stampeed in search of Morskie Bobri (sea Hezver) began
at Bering Island by promyshlenilkid who erossed in woven boats called,
"shitiki."1® This advance to ths Aluetian Islands was really funny &nd
yet pathetic ot the same time Lecause previously the promyshleniki had



only navigated rivers and traveled in boats held together solely
by leather thnngﬂ.lT Ongze reaching the Aleubicine only one in three
promyshlenlki returned,

In these Ialands history repeated iteelf, with the promyshleniki
wildly exploiting the natives, taking graft, and especlally Tighting
among themselves, keeping no records until elvilization erept up on
them agaln, Eventvally nome order 4id come, but no settlemsnta were
pade in Russlan-America until Oregory Ivenavich Shelikov founded
"Three Sainta Bay" on Kodiak Island in 1784,

Known for lying Shelikov was & merchant nated by other dealeras.
When he had wade enough money he started the Shelilwov-Golikov Company
in an atfempt to ultimatély acquire a government monepoly to control
the fur trade. Shellkov first started a permanent settlement at
Kodiak to strengthen the Russian claim to this land and te also encure
himself a governwent monopoly. He had no luck Eﬂttiﬂﬂ his monopoly
until Catherine the CGreat died, and Paul took the throne., Catharine

did grant Shelikov many privileges, however, that other traders did

not get.la

Shelikov's bilg break came whéen NichQlas Petrovich Reaznov
wag: sent to see that Shelikov's lateat boaats and promises would
be kept in return for hia priviliges for government serfs to farm
and for ten misalonarles for Yakutat, 100 milea away from Three
salnts Bay.

Rezanov was & poor noble wheo earned his living working lor the
government, On a trip to investligate Shelikov's latest atories,
Rezanov fell in love with Shelikov's cdaughler. He warried her recéiv-
ing many sharea of stock as & weddlng present, Motivated by his
pmarriage and his future in the enterprize, Heaanuvjthrnuah his high
government positlon, fullflilled Shellkev's lifelong dream of a
governoehi monopoly. In 1799 he legally formed and began the

Ruasian-American Company, s

-



This Russian Awericen Company was modeled after the Brltish
East India Company which was a combined government and private
enterprize. It was formed to spread Christianity, trade, colonize
and expand with part of the profits going to the government as well as
part to the stockholiders.

When Shelikov died, Alexander Andrcyevih Baranov took over as
manager of the Company. A& short time later, Baranov was named
Governor of Ruasian-Amerlca, where he was aloost in complete control
antil ide deaii. in 181g, It wad Dardiie. «ho really oade the Ruccisne
Amcrican Coupany thrive and made Russia-Awerica what it was, In
1799, hae founded g sattlement on the wes® cozat of the Baroncy
Ialands ecalled New Archangel, which is now called Sitka.

In 13&2, although this pcttlement was burned to the ground by
the Tlinget and the Kolosh Indians, Baranov, beat them in battle
and bullt & new fort, 1000 people lived the the Russian town of
ned Apchangel before ther were a hundred peofie 1lving in Sau Franeisew, s

Aside from the hostile Kolosh and Tlinget Indians, Earnnﬁv had
to also deal with about two hundrﬂd some odd prnmyshlaniki who hated
each other even more than they hated the friendly Aleutes and Kodiak
Indians responsaible for helping reatore and rebulld New Archangel,

Often to keep peace, Baranov had to resort te imposed military
dieipline such as inspecting the barracks, and the evenling llag
lowering cermony and %the confiscation of all cards to prevent
gﬂmhliﬂg.zﬂ He did not ellow stills or liguor except Kvass, a light
fermented drink and did not allew prostitution, By these measures
Baranov saved the Aleuts from liquor and vunuriallﬁiﬂeana.ﬂl Also
each of his wmen while stationed in Russlan America had to take one
native girl as his wife pnd he could not leave her for anobther, In
fuet, due to this, wost men after their five years enlistment was up,

preferred to re-enllst fo live and stay longer with thelir wlves end

children, =



Aside from the problema with the barbaric promishlenniki and Indlian at-
tacke, Baranov had even graver problems yearly in obtaining enough

food for the coelony %o Feep LU from Itarvatlon., He first tried to

get Tood directly from Hussia but woas unable to get able seawmen Lo =
man the =hipa. AL the time, the only seamen in Russia were In the navy,
This situation eventually led to the vecasional "round the world" trips
of Ruszian warchips to supply the colony, However the ships arrived
too rarely to be much good. Another way was to [ind & new, closer foecd
source, which led o thu establishment of Fort Ross In Califoriiz and =
another spall settlement in Hawaii, (Barnov envisioned & Russip-
efipive in the Horth Pacifiec based upon -1- Okuobsk, Siberia; -2- Yew
Archangel in Alaska; -3- Fort-Rosa in California; and =-4-.the Sand-
wioch Islands). '

A third alternative was to open up Japan to Russian trado; and
a feourth alternctive yas 0 bulld industries to-proluce products ta
pay for focd, thereby making the colony sell-sufficient.

" Baranov sent Rezanov to Japan gnd gave him the responsibility
of setling up factorles, HRezanov falled in Japan but did set up
shipyards in Kodlak and Hew Archangel and estalblished wills end found-
ries at Boedega Bay where many of the California Misgalon Bells wers cast.
On his way back from Japan, Rezanov found © the Alaskan colony stiar-
ving tut wanaged to save 1%t by buying Jobn DeWolf's ghip and provi-
_Bions,

John DeWolfl wam the American sea captain who, Bffer selling hia
ship for a blg proflit, spent one year in Russian-America waltling for
another ship t¢ plck him upy; He wrote a small log describing every-
day life in New Archangel in about 1B05.

Most people usually dressed in hooded Kamlelka raincoats, eewn

out the entrails of the harbor seala, wore wooden hats, and e

sl



in colder weather wore seal skln parkas .EEThE colony 'e dilct consisted of
geal and cother dried [lsh with cranberries in candleflsal oll with Kvaas
and maybe rarely some vﬂﬂka.E} It was pogalble to grow sone Ekgetahlﬁa,
but the Russlans were elther too lazy or too precccupled with their
other work, There was little to do with one's spare Lime, but
to visit one another and John De Wolf apent moat of his time with
Rezanov or baranov and his Kodiak wife and ehildren, or ftraveling.
AT this time, Kodlak was more civilized than New Archangel, having
forty houses, & barracks and church and a m:.'m-:u:p:l..E'M’F
When De Woll's ship ran out of supplies, Rezanov salled To San
Francisgo $o trade with the Spanish and te arrange &8 Lreaty o wupplying
the company's coloniea twice & year, There he fell in love with the
slster of the Spanish Comendante , Dona Conception De Arguello, (ilis
first wife had died), Although he ént one ahipment of Tood for
Alaska, he did not get a algned +trade agreemant as he had hoped,
He did get a promlae that the treaty would be forwarded to Spain,
On his way back to Russia to present the treaty to the Taar and to
ebtain permisslion from the Tsar and then from the Pope to marry
Dona Gnnnept;nn, his fiance, he died in Siberia after falling from
his hurseﬁgr?‘kickeﬂ in the head. Dona Conception became a nun.
Rezanov's treaty wae never ratified, his wany reforms to help the
esployees and natlves were allowed Lo lapse and hls dreams of annex-
ing the western coast of North America to Russia were nevér fullifilled.
Each year Baranov's problema got worae and worses because they
got bigger and ﬁur& numeroua, One of Baranov'a largest headaches
were the ten monks sents over for mlssionary work before Shelikov
died. Shelikov had told so many lies that the wonks expected Lo
1ive under somewhat civilized conditions, but found themselvesa
without 'adequate food or shelter., In the beginning, bthings were

gap bad that the monks had to sleep in the same barracks with the

fiohtine nronyshlemiki and their Indlan wemen companlons, Also



no previous miasionary work had been done and no chureh had been bullt
as yet in New Archangel. Barnaov had to bear their wrath: and the
added compllecations their prezeénce brought to the colony at a time
when 1t wae starving. - Flve of the monks died within the firat five
years, but the othors lived to estzblish the Orthodox falth asz the
native's neg relliglon, as 1% still is so today,

The most well knowh wmonk wWas f&tHEr’ﬁgdgmlnuv. In addition to
converting many natives, he wrote the flrst Aleutian dictionary.
prammar, and priser rnr-ﬁiﬁ school, andfne functloned also as a
sclentiat .EE Fa.uer 'ui?"*l%::":lt:i:innu , While on Jsialts to different parts
of his huge parish, k;:;-uind, tide, theroometric, and barcweiric
readings as well as & iog of his cobservationa of plant 1life, wild
life, rocks and soll, &long with the cthnology of the reglon., Hie
other interests were lo medlicine, wateh making, and linguistics,

To this day we are thankTul to his seclentiflic work and use his
loge FE a basis for the study of the southern Alaska regiqn.EE

By 1812, Russia stopped most of its territorial expanslon and
concerned 1tselfl with commerical relations and malntaining its
present lands. Baranov was still governor and continued to try to
reslgn as conditions Ehﬂﬂrﬂhlﬂmﬁ Eaf‘unraa every year, buwt he could
not, The Tsar Jﬁzi sent him a wedal, but no ship to take him back
to Russia, Baranov grew wore &nd more gloomy and got to using up
the company's vodka supply, elthough he was very honest with the
coupany's money, He often payed debts for scue of the promishlenikl
in the colony out of his own pocket,Z!

He wag driven to drinking also by another prmhlem;'a cont inued
leoes of profits from the rapldly deminishing fur trade, Eventually,
Baranov was able to reaign, but he did not want to by then. In 1818,,

Baranov went to live in Hawall, but died & year later, a broken and



despondent man, The high tide of Russian influence in the Pacific
was reached at Baranov'a death., After theat, everythling went dodn
hill, After this time: 1)ruthleas methods hadtexterﬂinateﬂ the
ueala,eglprerita 8t111 had to be divided with the American captalns
whp 80ld the furs in China and Russia due to closed purtH,Eg 3) the
fur trade as a whole stagnated, and 4) the question of the lawlfull-
nens of Fort Hosé was on the world's minf.}*jl (Tectnieally, by law
that land did nol belong to the RHussians, although they bought it
fair and square from the Indians,)

In 1820, the Company charter was rencwed, but the navy took u.er
the goveraing, which broke 1t away AL laat from the promyéhlenikl
paat.aﬂ Although failling cutwardly, and inwardly the coleony acgulied
culture that was brought by the navy and by Father vgggminuﬂ when he
vwag made Blahop of Irkutz, The naval offlcera brought thelr wives,
who in turn dragged in eivilization by -its heala, until soon, New
Aﬁhhnnge? could boast of a cathedral, a seminary, a college '
and éwu inatitutlone of:.sclentiflec research glvisg it the repulation
of being the Paris of the Pacific.>”

In 1821, one lash effort was made to confirwm consclidation with
expanaion when Tesar Alexander I declared the North American Russlan
domain extended as far as the 51'para11e1 with &2 ban on a&ll foreign
trade, Thls proclamation combined with the threat of Alexander E's
Holy Alliance to the Latin American coleonles 1ﬂi_tﬂ the establishment
of the Monroce Doctripe in 1!i'r2,3-.3']1

By 1825, the fur trade was almost all gone: with it went all of
Rusﬂih'sﬁnny military and c¢ivilian posta. When thtﬁuuian goverpment
could no longer provide adequate help for her North Amerlcan coleny
after the Crimean War, she began te think of selling it. HRussia

had always regarded Alaska as an investment, but not as a colony.

When gold was discovered, the Russian government enviglioned economic
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problems and dangers of penetratlion from forelgnera;that would make
the land most undesirable, Russla then szold Alaska to America in
1867 through Soward for #T,ﬂﬂu,nﬂb.ﬂﬂ after the Russian-American
Gompany's last charter expired in 1861, Another reason for the
gale of Alaska was the dezlire and hope nf rﬁi ":?Qﬁﬂritiah and
Awmorlcan rivalry to ne free to expand in Asla, without any inter-

vention or complications >

ALASKA 'S -RUSSIAN LEGACY

In 1867, at the time of the sale, the Eﬁfi Aussian-America was
changed to hlﬂnkn,jﬁalﬂng with shveral other nemwes of places. (¥or
example: New Archangel to Sitka)., The Russians who had been born
30 Russia went back, but those who had been born in America, especially
those of Russian and native blood, remained. Whe so0ld, Alaska was
placed under marshal rule, but due to the cruelty of the soldiers,
many of the native Russlan-Awmericans left also, The cost to the
Unitéd States was a ¢u1tur&;§7

The main remnant of the culture 1s the adherence of many to
Orthodoxy. For nearly fifty years up until the Bolshivic Revolution,
according to the comment of the territorial government, the Hussisn
Church was actually spending more on schooling than $40,000.00 the
United States spent for the educatlion pf whites and natives 1in the
38

entire terrlitory. Also, the church aannonized cne of the ten
missionary monks as the Iirst American saint, Saint Herman of
Alasks, . |

Lantly,-naide from rellglion , much of the old Russlian herltage
atill-exlﬂts in customs, folklore &nd afangaégt_Tne athiod of carrying

we Anetisnl
bucketz of .?’\'!-“r' the bear hunting and a few folk remedlies (such aa

tying red yarn on ones legs and arms to prevent suelling}uﬂ have not



play accordlans snd boys play ball games called "mimtchee".

In old Rusola, sccordlans were lntroduced [rom Italy and soon
beceme Rusnuian folk instouments. "Miatchee" cowmes [rom a Hussian
vord "wlachik" wmeaning hardball that was and still iz a fameorlte
game In Russia tnday.u In Tsariat time, Christmas was celebrated,
aside from the religecus services for twelve days with carcling and
carryiag a slx polinted star, wasqueradlng, &nd ﬁ*-ﬂidnighh-- walks
into unlighted churcties, or bath houses to learn the future.#e All
trese tragitions are &live today.

The Husslan language ls very ¢learly visible too, not only on
waps of Alaska, bub especially in the Aleulion lenguage for words
such &8 suzar, tea, bread, mllk, parsley, ptarmigan grass, ﬂtc-ﬂﬂﬂﬂlffﬁh
eott wolald Lurps . A,

In fact, it has olften been sald that before World War I1, any person
kncwing Russlian could pet along line in KnﬂinkJ -F-ur example, without
knowing any other 1aﬁ3uage.4h Many families, tracling thelr herlitape
back to Rusalan decent, still consider themselves Russian although
they don't speak the language or weren't born in Eussia., It is
interesting to note Lhat i?ﬁa atill a mark of high distinction in
Alasls to be a Rusaian,'D
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