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The only known historic sketeh of Fort Ross at the time of its sale 1o Johr A Sutrer. Ths
was made by G AL Wascurt s in 1842 and appeaved i his mane i
A Sojourn in Calitornia by the King's ¢ nph
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Diane Spencer-Hancock
William I:. Pritchard

The Chapel at
Fort Ross

Its History and
Reconstruction

High ona wind-swept bluft ot the Sonoma Coast
stands a small redwood Chapel of the Russian
Orthodox tath. Dating trom the carly 18205, this
unique structure witnessed one ot the most fascr-
nating colonization attempts in North America—
California’s Fort Ross.

To Fort Ross talls the distinetion ot being the ondy
Russian settlement within the continental United
States. Further, Fort Ross exhibits the most exten-
stve remains—cither original or reconstructed—of’
any Russian settlement in North America. In vivid
contrast to the neglect endured by numerous
historically signiticant sites clsewhere, Fort Ross and
its Chapel exhibit a history of utilization and
preservation which may be unparalleled in
America—yct this site exudes an ambience and
quict mystqgue all its own. How Fort Ross came to
be constructed in this 1solated place 1s unique i
own right, cnmeshing all who visit in a story of
ambition, protit, and hardship.’




Fort Ross was the ultimate expression of Russian
castward expansion across Siberia toward the
Alcutian Islands and the Alaskan mainland—a
movement not unlike America’s own westward
progress, although preceding it by a century. The
ostensible motive tor this Russian expansion was
profit, tor access was thus allowed to huge herds of
fur scal and sca otter tound in these northern Pacitic
waters. During the last half of the cighteenth
century., Russian trappers and traders brought turs
worth at least $16.000,000 to the markets of the
world. Ultimately. through consolidation of
numerous Russian hunting and trading enterprises,
tins protitable undertaking came to be the sole
provinee ot the Russian Amcerican Company.

The Russian American Company, chartered by
Tear Paul Tin 1799, was charged with tasks ex-
tending far bevond the realm ot trade. By 1ts
charter, the Russian American Company was
ruthorized to utilize the coast of North America tor
its hunting enterprises and given the unilateral right
o evplore amd colomze unoccupied lands to the
vouth, Further, 1 was understood that the Company
wouhd control all Russian exploration, trade and
scttlement in North America. In view ot the
abvions westward expansion on the part of the
Hudson's Bav Company whose own charter was
stnilar to that granted the Russian American
Company, as well as Spain’s increasing international
veaknoss, the Fsar sensed an opportunity to seize
and consolidate a colonial position in a vircually
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Only two visitors to Fort Ross during the Russian peviod ane
krown to have left any written statements yegarding thi
religious practices of the colonists, Father Mariano Paycras
visited the outpost in 1822, prior to the constitiction of th
Chapel, yet noted all seemed to conform to the sacraments of
the Russian Orthodox faith. Father loann Veniaminoy
(opposite) visiting the Fort in 1836, stated that th
Russians used the Chapel very il

unoccupicd frontier of the world—with 1 mimmum
ot Imperial expenditare.

An initial seep in the continuing expansion ot the
Russian empire in North Amenca was the estabe
lishment of a permanent Russtn settlement to serve
as the Russian American Company's headquuarters,
This outpost, today’s Sitka, Alaska. was establishad
in 1799, and named New Archangel, A second siop
in this plan occurred several vears Tier wiatch the
colomzation of Alta Calitorna Those stops sv
admittedly geopolinead o vet there were ather o
starkly practical reasons tor Company otticnds
look cnviously to the souths o destre to hune e
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the numcrous profitable herds of v oter T
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The Chapel abour 1885, Although
still in fairly good condition, it is being
used as a hay storage shed.

The Chapel followmg Guoorge H
Clall's restovation in 189y Note repan
of voof area and veplacenicnr of volecn
windows, The origmal wooden
lecturn and candelabva can be won

to the left (?,"hi door,



along the coast of Alta California—and starvation.

Dac to the harsh chimate and a distinet dis-
mcduaton on the part of Company otticials to
interrupt fur hunting expeditions—the principal
source of protit tor the Company—Russian scetlers
neALskawere unable to grow the staples needed to
teed ther growing population. The Aleutian and
Aliskan colonies were thus supplied by shipments
ot coods and toodstutts from Siberia. During the
exoepuonally severe Alaskan winter of 1805-1806,
the ahwavs dithicult supply problem became critical,
tor no supply ships arrived from Siberia. Imported
Russtan foodstutts were strictly rationed, then
cornpletely disappeared. The diet thus forced upon
the settlers led to a high mortality rate from mal-
nutricon and scurvy. This sicuation ultimately
resulted i the vovage of Imperial Chamberlain and
Cormpany otticial Nikolal P Rezanov trom New
Archianget to San Francisco 1 an attempt to secure
tood for the starving colony and, additionally, to
propose perimanent trade agreements with the
Spantsh. Upon his return to New Archangel,
Rezinov urged Alexander Baranov, Governor of
Al to explore Al California in order that a
dependable food base tor existing Russian American
colonios might be established.

Botween 1808-1811, Baranov sent his chief
assistant. hvan AL Kuskov, on several reconnaissance
trips to California to locate a suitable site for the
desired colonv. Using Bodega Bay as a base,
Kuskov oxplored the surrounding arca and finally
recormmerided the Fort Ross Tocation be seteled.
Actuab construction of the Fort, or Colony Ross as it
wois calicd byies Russian inhabitants, began in
AMarcho I The stockade was completed i the fall
andd the covasion marked by a special religious
SOTN Toe

Codoniv Ross was constructed of nanive redwood
aind Busdt e much the same configuration 1t retains

O

California History

today. By 1820, the mnterior of the Fort contamed
the Commandant’s House (also known as the
Kuskov House), the Otficials” Barracks, quarters tor
the Russian employecs, various storchouses and
several lesser structures. The Chapel was added
around 1824, although the exact date s not known,

Structures were located outside the stockade as
well. Inaddition to the dwellings of the Aleuts and
mative Kashaya Pomo Indians, a windmill, various
farm buildings, granarics, cattle yards, a tannery and
workshops gradually appceared.

The lictle Chapel built at Fort Ross in the carly
1820s has, over the years, become a visible symbol
of the Colony, and once of the most photographed
historic sites in the State of Calitornia, As such, its
certainly worthy of closer examination on both the
phystcal and spiritual Tevels.

Architecturally speaking, the Chapel reflects
the culmination of a long cvolution of style
modifications in the religious architecture of Russtan
peasant groups. During the seventeenth and
cighteenth centuries, the belltower and cupola wer
separate structures. Gradually, these two structures
ultimately coalesced in the design seen at Fort Ross,
with belltower and cupola integrated into the same
structure.

The Chapel was build of sawed redwood planks
utilizing a balloon frame technique with mortised
and tendoned joints, while the walls exhibited o
puncheon style of construction. 'The foundations
consisted of twenty farge pilings placed ina con-
figuration of four rows ot five pilings. A gin-polc
placed in the center of the cupola facilitated the
raising of the structure. The ceiling and mterior of
the cupola were sheathed m hand-adzed planking,
and sccured with hand-wrought won nails.

The cast and south walls of the Chapel tormed the
southcast corner ot the stockade. Three windows
were placed inthe pancls of the west wallo while two




i crrcula windows pierced dhe cast and west
fros of the cupolas Al windows are beheved to

Booce been glazed The heavy mam door to the
paciure was secarad by wooden hinges. and
pcd o a sandl vestibule or narchex, which in

il

(
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tin provided entry to the main sanctuary. The altar
v placed on the south side of the room, directly

Ceneath the apex of the cupola.

O congruous feature was a short, wide plank
Joor situated on the cast wall When open, this door
cocntiadly prereed the stockade wall iselt. No
pacircubar reasen has been discovered tor this

by although b similar teature 1s known to
Foes casted i the nanve Chapel constructed at
wons Avchangels There the outside entrance was
s the entrnee tor neophyvtes. The door i the
P Ress Chapelmay have beenused tor assimilar
viovose tor 1t opens directdy onto the site of the

v vilhige known to have existed during the

Rt covupaion, .

In terms of size, the overall dimension desonbed
by Company otticials Kostromitinov and Rotchey
in their 1841 inventory was twelve meters deep and
cight meters wide.? Another historical dimension
appears in an carly history ot Sonoma County. Fhis
source noted that the vestibule was 10 x 25 teer, anid
thae the sanctuary or auditorium was 21~ 25 toy
—an overall dimension of 31 x 25 teet.? Archeo-
logical evidence of the placeiment ot the corner posis
suggests the structure was approximately 31 v 24
teet. Today there s some question within the
Russian Orthodox community concerning the
interior partition berween the vesubule and
sanctuary. Modern practice suggests this partition
should not be there, However, all historical and
archeological evidence pornts to the tact tha the.
Chapel did mdeed contain o partinon.,

An inherent flaw in the destgn ot the building w
the construction of the toundation and main floor o
onc unit. The balloon tframe and wall punchoon,
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cloremg tie 1000 eartiignake, the wails and poundarions
U « fi .ml were de \Im)uf although the roof romained
i photograph showes the amount of

cmit oo thie ool woendaries,

were stepped ppon this toundation, and thus pro-
vl e sio toosb e ngdy dvooegy che canghagoakoe
0o Vol Wt e o
vk e con B e acomprlo s

dl

contrictton detnl was exhibited throughout the
el
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Fhe oo was nnade of fong planks, aither sawed or rove
s redwood, Bkowrse the side of the Chapel in the
Fors A it atempt at getting out mouldings tor the
mitcror door and window casings was made, @ bead

beine worked around the outer edge of the casing, and it

woas itered at the corners.?

With regard to building detaily the roofs of the
cupoliand belltower were of redwood shakes and at
feast ane bell ung i the tower during the Russian
oceupation, There s no indication that cither the
mtctor or oxtertor was ever painted; the natural
i of redwoead s ot suthicient beauty that the
apparcnty needed no other adomment.
lieeke documentation of the
Chapcd's mterier appearance exists. Father loann
Vertaminov, later Bishop ot Alaska and Saint

bk entr of the Russtan Orthodox Church, visited
the colony during Julv and August of 1836, and

}\H s1
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recorded i his journal that the mturmr contamed
onh two small stlver-covered statues. There are
however, that other turnishings may
fave extsted, tor St Michael’s Cathedral of Sitka,

Ak possesses three artitacts purportedly used in

pidroatons,

the Fort Ross Chapelsasilver goblee thon, and
[BTRNRIES

Viothe toe of e lll"! Poconmmtmnion it

Froven thae Vasihv Grodin s master shipawnight
HETTonT NCW /\Hhill*'(i by Governor Baranov to

vveee the shipbuillding industry at Colony Ross,

veois norestdence at the seedement.® During the 19560

reconsitucton of the Chapeloat became apparent
rGrodinm or one ot his fellow shipwrights

the cili

oceasionally turned chen hands to sk other thag
Cdophotdmge Constmnc ten o hoge v ol
ll"\ lnll'n t |||.» AR o P O '

vty vess bBow e Todb o b ol Loy
of the ( h,n'u‘ when the cntcr 2he t'luu;', S

removed. The nantical constracton techmgu
Cshap’s knees”

construction to brace the root, while the cupala

hioawn as was tsod stead ot e
windows were fitted much hike portholes ot ship's
cabins. [t s possible that Gradinm was responsible
not only tor the construction ot the Chapel but tor
its design as well.

Although mformation on the historical, physical,
and architectural appearance of the Chapel exists,
one aspect of its history which remuains largely
unknown at this time is that ot its actual role in the
lives of the colonises. [t s interesting to note that of
all the major seructures within the stockade, the
Chapel s the only one whose construction date s as
vet unveritied. Furcher, it was built at a time when
no Russtan Orthodox priest was i readence at Fort
Rossy e tact, no record that a priest was cver
permanently assigned to oversee the spimtual necds
of the colony has been tound. Today the Chapel
holds such visual impact for the visitor, itis ditticalt
to imagine that during Russian occupation it muayv
have been constdered a peripheral structure m the
overall function of the Colony.

On a spiritual level, there are numcrous mdi-
cations that religion in general plaved anacceprod.
integral role i the lives of the colonas ot Font
Rosy Indeed, one ace Cpts d ot of orcaan coloa
Atton o Mo Avere e eoecthe s e nt o
straction of chiarches with the tradimg estabhish
ments of the Russian Amencan Company.

At Fort Ross, we know a spectal rehigious servic
was held upon completion of the stackade
1812
in the everyday lives of the citizens of Ross. Yt

suggesting the general iportance ot rodigion




‘The oviginal chandelicy vecoveved by the Russian Orthodox
community of Sant Francisco was velmng in the cupola
Sollowing 1910 yeconstuction. Uhe photograph below <hore
the intevior of the Chapel following 1010 yecorstrucion.
Members of the Russian Opthodox congregation in San
Francisco were by this time utilizing the Chapd for specal
religious obscrvances.
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Father Martino Payeras, visinng the Colony i
Ocrobor, 18220 prior to the construction ot the
Chapel. noted there were no priests and asked his
duire the cogent question: " Who admimisters the
woranients? 7 Theodor Syemn, an ofticer of the
ooy, intermaed Paveras that all ishabitants of

Rusian terrizory were both Tegitimately baptised

wd coptirmneds mereoencr magor hourgical cere-
mret - suchas martieee could be pertormed only it

B s piE b s envsted among the

ted that 1 priest arrived ar Fort
oo carn fus visitaed toek care of spirmual
Clortunaieh

cibite of the poests ner from where he

Paveras did stree thae doarng the

l vt s owith spatoad authonre, rehigrous
oo sntended o By the Cononander of the
boo Lotoveritor ot Sithoa

Ao ientien s made of the

Chapel following the 1916
reconstrtietion. Note the forn
windows and side panels

Father loann Veniaminov noted in his journal tor
1836 that upon his arrival at Fort Ross, the Colony
was populated by 260 souls—thirty-nine of whom
were converted Indians. Yet a curious ambivalence
apparently prevailed among the colonists with
regard to religion, tor Father Veniammov turther
noted that the Russians rarely visited the Chapel ®

During his stay at Ross, Father Venammov
performed numerous pastoral duties. His journal
indicates that he pertormed tourteen marriages
twelve children’s contirmations, contirmation ot
two adult Indians, numecerous contessions, as well s
a daily round ot services including vespers, matns,
and vigils. Thoese services were well aitended, Tois
theretore possible to conjectare that tor these
colonmsts, the Chapel was an outward svmbol ot an
aspect of their lives whose thread ran quictly
throughout all activities of the Colony.

As cconomic conditions gave Ipetis to creation

&
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ot this scttlement, so were they mstrumental inits
abandonment. The decimation ot the tur seal and sca
atter herds, coupled with the failure of the majority
o1 the Russtan agricuitural and induserial
sxperiments ultimately resulted m the sale of the
property by Company otticials to John AL Suteer
1 IR

Sutter stripped the buildings and moved many of

the accoutrements ot the property to New Helvetia,
Bis own settdement e the Sacramento Valley., A
visitor m 1842 noted that ornaments trom the
Chuaped as well as other furniture were piled near
Farg Ross Cove awating shipment to Suteer’s Fort.?
t

s

Qoss subsequentdy passed through several
Fards unul 18730 when it was sold to George W.
¢l The Fort proper remained in the hands of the
by unal March 230 1906, when the stock-
adv ateas consisting ot 3,01 acres, was deeded to the

Sttt Cabitornia tollowing an interesting series of

cuvers. Fort Ross thus became one ot the first
ctticnihy recogmeed hustorie sites i the State of

Coabitonna Y

Droimg the vears ot American occupation, the
Cluapad fed o lite atune with those pragmatic times.
Mithough the rehgious nature of the building was
remeribered. during the Jast halt of the nineteenth
cutiry it served ity owners as a hay barn, storage
Sed o whatevernecessity dictated. Yet the sound
Svadttananship and sobid construction cechmiques
comathy used o the structure enabled the Chapel
SNLEVIVE SNy vears s tarm outbuilding in
IREETINE Y }_ﬂt.‘»ﬂd condition.
Plovover by the Tae 189050 George WL Call,
i businessonan that he wass recognized the

e ob the Chupdbas o tomst or visitor attraction.
Geoacspapcr toport of 1899 stated that Call had
Solotad ostonation aetivitios on the Chiapell 1

Prcroaraphis of the panod mdicate thac Call repaired

Hroveers capebeand rootl reshung the door

The Fort Ross Chapel undesgosig
the 1956 reconstyru ion

and replaced broken windows. Further, he
apparently made an attempt to gather togethor whia
he believed to be original furnishings ot the
structure. Two wooden pews found in the tur
storage barn-cum-ballroom were returned o the
Chapel, as were a lecturn and candelabra.

Twenty-seven days after Fort Ross otticially
became one of California’s first historic sites, the
great carthquake of April 18, 1906 virtually
destroyed San Francisco—and badly damaged Tort
Ross. The Chapel, which had survived the
onslaught of the clements for so many years,
collapsed.

Yet trom the chaos of the carthquake, the sde
of systematic restoration of the Chapel—and
ultimately of the entire Fort—was born. Although
the walls of the Chapel had caved in completehy, the
roof itselt had fallen to the ground ahimost wotalls
intact.

Ten years were to pass before active restoration ot
the Chapel could proceed. Spurred by the ettorrs ot
the Call family, the State of Cahitornia finally
appropriated 3,000 0 the tall ot 1916 1o ad i thy
reconstruction cttort,

The 1916 reconstruction of the Chapel consistad
primarily of raising the root with the belltow o nd
cupola intact and building a new svstem ot w il and
toundatons. Untortunatelyv, i order to provid,
tmber which would muatch the origiab wood o e
Chapell the cqually anaent Otticnds” Barracks v
demohshed 2 Timbers from that structure wen
used as the mam support of the reconstructed
Chapel, while additional board famber woas ol o
clsewhere tor the root and siding.

Waorkimg without the bonetn ot archeologs i
historical rescarch, the paraapants m the 19
reconstruction made sevaral moditications noon

1

original structure. Pue to the Carthguoabe e

sustatned hy the u‘ihng(]msts and root b




extra wall stud was needed tor suppore. This
increased the number of pancls i the south wall to
four and duc to this contiguration. tour windows
replaced the original three.

This embryonic reconstruction attcinpt abso
resulted in relocating the foundatons slighty at
variance with the original aliiment ot the bulding.
Later archeological excavations mdicated that the

1916 foundations were somew hat aut ot abignment.

i.c., sixteen inches at the northwost corner. cigln
inches on the cast, and six miches to the north. ™o

addition. for some undeterinted reason, the eatire

building was trom cighteen to tweney -tour inches
higher than the original strowture, necessitating,
modificarton of che }‘«H‘('h

The Chapellas reconstructod e 19160 stoad
bastcally nnchunged anal Poso0 Dospire its un-
tortunaie architectural orrors, this reconstruction

did resuls i thic openng ot the histono structure to

the genceral public. Furthermore, tollowing the
bulding cttort, members of the Russian Orthodox
congregation m San Francisco began a vadition
which survives to this dav ot observing speanal
liturgical hohdays i the Chapel buile by their
departed countrvmen. Through their cftores, the
origimal bell and origimal chandehior were tound and
replaced in the structare. *

Yerowith regard to overall diniensions.,
placement and number of windows, and heighe of
Hoor sills, it became increasingly apparent that the
Chapel did not contorm closclv enough to even the
meager historical evidence known ot s appearance
In 1950, fi)”n\\il)g results of the 1933 g4 hvu]x\f.:;{ n
investigations, the decrston was node b the S ot
Calitornia to renovate the entire stractnre ooy o
correct the crrors of the 1916 rcconstiuc tion

Fhus, m 1930 the bwldiog voos shite d bk s

contorm more closclv to s ortzinal position Clogie
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renovation of the meerior was done as
il o the extra window and panel were removed
o the wost wall Bur technical dithiculdies sull

Cwork. amd in this reconstruction the

Foor Tevel was rased oven more than in the 1916

Stert As a resulte the floor sills and joises were as
vk s several feet higher than the original. Ducto
fiereased space beneath the floor at the rear of the

Clupels o basement was included. '

Cre Utetober 3, 19700 the (‘h.lpcl WS dcsllnyul lw'\'

Cfir of unhnown origing apparently started in the

b rennainimy historic building, the Rotchev
Dloce, . suttered nearly the same fate as the Chapel.

P LTy

{07 the Departiment of Parks and Recreation,

S deephy imvolved momagor historical and

Lol ciogiea mvestiganions at the Fore, nonmediately

Catis tor o third reconstruction of the Chapel
Conemitted iselt o the total restoranon of

Phe third reconstruction. completed m

N ik
SR AR

1973, bascd its cfforts not only upon the extensive
archeological data and painstakimg historical and
graphic rescarch which had been carricd oat on
the Chapel during the years tollowing the 1956
reconstruction, but upon records ot previous
reconstructions as well. V7

The Chapel now standing at Fort Ross s as ¢ lomse
in construction detail, alignment and contiguration
as exhaustive research can document. Although the

historic fabric of the structure no longer exists, the

spirit of this htde Chapel has survived 155 vears of

hostile clements, neglect, pragimatic use. carth-
4 <

Cquake, fire, and thousands of visitors to take 16

place as one of the most historic sites m Cabtornia, e
is truly the living symbol ot Fort Ross. and a visible
token of commitment to excellence i the fiokd ot

historical reconstruction,

Ihe photographis are courtesy of the wuthors and the Cabternn
Department of Parks and Recreation

-
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o that the Chapel s designed and constructed by one or more of the skilled shipwyights in
it ot Ross beneeen 18181825, This picture, taken during the 1956 yeconstruction of the Chapel,
oo of the cupola. These original timbers show smmistakable similaritios to construction

e '
rivcd I NCG-QOTR P

A photograph taken in July of 1971 of archeological excavation done prior to 1973 reconstruction
of the Chapel. "Uhe conrete piers are the footing of the 1950 vestovation work. The square pirs
betoeen the footings ave the post molds of the oviginal foonn,

i
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Notes

Nuamerous warks extst covering the history ot the Russian
Amerioan Company and that of Fort Ross. A reeent publi-
Caten ot te Cabtornu Departiment of Parks and Recrea-
ton, Notes Desiard a Bibliography of Sources Relaring to Fort
- Stare Henvio Pak, by John AL Hussey, s the most
cemphote conpondinn of sources to date Several of the
post dofimtive works in Lnglish are;

!‘X:

Pt B 7 The Russin Sctthement ar Ross.™

ol Ploseriosd Secery Quarioly, X1 (September,

PUAR pp O
Fosr Ross. hudnans ~Rissians —Americans. Text by Diane
Spescer=Fhmcodks wraphies by Michael S, Tucker,
B ktond €3 Brian, vditor. Fort Ross Interpretive
Ansoclation, 1978

Fioawe, ey e Russdar Amcrican Company in Californi
Uneubishod MUAL Theas, University ot Calitornia,
i

Jrkelev, Tual

svnihon . Kb Colomal Russtane Anierea, Kyl T
abor s Ropoiie 18171832, 1'ranslated wath

vetodinctton and eies by Basit Dmveryshyn and
oA P Crennhert-Vaugho Pordand: Oregon
Phatoroal Secnty, 19760

Chun SO B Pl Ko Ao Company. Pranslated
FoCarl Ginsharg. Cambndge: Harvard University

Gohaare Pharvey Fort Ross, Calitornia™ Jowual of the
i iSpung, 1T p 40y,
Pikbienov, POAC A Thstory of the Russian Amervican
¢ copany 1 ranshied and ciied by Richard AL Pierce and
Adror: Donnellv Searder Umiversity of Washington
Proonn, TUTN
Nuncrets storks onest which discuss particular aspects of
Fors Ross listory, or wlineh have a general bearing on the
g of thut story. See particularlye

Btk bovinaios . Niholar N Rissian Amernan Relations
CiA N Moscons Nauka Pubilishers, 1975

o U he Rieaan Population i Alaska and
S iy 186 3 ranshited and edited
P and Alton SO Donnclhy Kmgston,

Caroan Pross, PO0A

FERAUI RO

Coteent T B Baeponial Rucnaam Frontics Awerica:s The
o Supply o Rissian Amonca Now

ook Unatond Uonnoesity Pross, 19570,

ol G|

1o

I
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Kushner, Howard € ol on the Novnthiecr € o
Westport, Connecticute Chreenwood Pabhishors 1o
Ogden, Adele, The Califormia Sea Orey Trade 1784 NS
Berkeley: University of Calitornia Press. 1941

Dutlot de Motras, Lugene. Melanges pare Mode Mo
Vol. 11 pp. 3-89, MS, in Bancrott Bibrary. Transta
by Nicholas Rokitansky and edited by Diang
Spencer-1ancock. Unpublished MS©mthe Phistors
Center, De Anza College, Cahtornne See il Tl (PP
The Russian American Comparey i California,. Unpuobbab.
M.A. Thesis, Umversity of Calitorns, Berkeley, 002
p. 37

Munro Frazer, .1, History of Sonoma Clounty, I fudpey b

Greology, Topograpity, Mountains and Streams. San Fraicisco

Alley, Bowen & Company, 1879, p. 305 Seealw o
Russian American Company. Apparentdy the de Mot
transhation of Kostromitmov and Rotchev’s invantony o
1841 is stightly in crror. Archeolograal excavations e
reveated that the physical dunensions ot the Clupel troan
the post molds are 2387~ 317

Munro-trazer, History of Sonoma Conty - Soveral o

mention that Munro=Frazor's detals regardimg the Chig o

are based on the notes of Famest Rutus, Rutus.
partership with Willtam O, Benitz, owned Fort Ross o
1847-07. Carctul teadmpol Munro-trazer’s toar ary S
however, raises somne questions that this is mdecd e
Veniaminov, loann. Detevor Zhnnal sefashchannla Lo
Ueniminord vendennpi vo vy putodiestenia cge e Kabiove
i obratne a z-po dindia po 13 Okrabira 1830 ¢ Fraves nbe s

M. Buranov. Extractin Bancrott Tibrary trom onesind s

Aliska Archives, Juncaus Ak po 1S alvo Gy

James. A Russian € Nihodos Prcas ma Mosu i € aboag

Pansh . Padific Historan, Vol 150 No 2

Gibson, James. " Russtn Ainertca i 18337 P
Nosthieest Quarterly, Vol 150 No. 2

Payeras, Father Muanaos pp. 4243

Gibson, A Russtan Orthodos Pricst 7 po 6
Wasetirtz, Go M.y Sojown e Caltfosnn by the K
Orphan. Bd by Helon Po Van Sichein San Prancea,
Gralihorn Press, 1945, p. 81

Lort Ross. Indians — Riossian = Ao Tost by D
Spenver-Hancodk, Graphios b Michuel S T boro b
Ross lutepreuve Assocnion: TS p 27
San Franosco Doaammar, Juls 270 700,
Fort Woue hediane R Vv

Ihid Sccabso Privchord, Wl b Ve Yadi ol
!Ih ( IH,NI df (.I'I’l'”}' R 12 ‘\-»l! ol “Ii ot
Resources Unit, Dropartinens of Paks el 16
Sacramento, Calttornn Jule 1972 0 15
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¢ bapal at Fort Ross

Proanza, Adan Fers Rooo 4 Seadp o Hisronial Andicology.
Joperts ot the Unvarany ot Calitormas Archeologieal
Shoven. Noo 230 Department ot Anthropologyv, University
of Cabitore Bokoiov Limary 130 1954, po 12,
Prachard, An Vdcegal Sandy, pp. B0 T4
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Mok rous anpabhished historcal and archeological
ok papers vegardmy Fort Ross exist wathin the
e Proscnvation and Interpretation Diviston of the
Cabnenota Departinent of Parks and Recreation. Some of
i which have Beondontfied are:

traadall Thomas Tie Stovy of Forr Ross. 1966,

Pochard, Willunn b e cbdieologial Suady, 1972,

sentrcor-Flanceck s Dane, Forr Ress Stare Historic Pavk

siphics Colloven 3 Vols, 1977

Phonnas, Brvos Piogrcs Reperes Commandant's Fowse,
povn Freld Season.

Phoanis, Bovee Horeric Saees Rocardt at Fore Ross,

i O Cuanras, fune, 1970

Phcinas, Brvie Preoes Report, Officials” Quarrers, 1976
Poonh Season,

CMichadd S Kaskor Howse Tmraprerive Plan, Phase

Pocher, Nachadd S Ol Bannacks Intaprerive Plan,
P f 19T

Srvare Thrvos s Fort Ross Interpreuve Plan. 1976,
coanets Adun Frer Resss 4 Suady in Hisrorical
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Wik to ottiond toperts onoany o the reconstructons are
Frow o oot thie Bhos of Fort Ross State Historie Park
catanonuch mrermaten, particalarly regarding the 1956
soerstruction, thatiks to the ettorts of John C. MeKenzie,
vt Raneor ot the park for manmy vears,

“z



