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The Maritime History of Fort Ross 

(Text of lecture given at Fort Ross Docents• 
Course, Sat. November 15, 1975) 

I • 

J To begin with, ~t is interesting to note that just as the sight-
. . saer~ on the grounds at Fort Ross see the harbor last, if they see 

it at all, this se~tion of your course also comes at the last. !et, 
to ~he Rassians, the ocean ca~e first. They did not arrive on Highway 
One. But before we get into that, we will take a look at the coast 
of Northern California, even though to many of' you it will be a re-
view of the obvious. . 

Nort.hern California· is noted for its lack of harbors. San Francis
co Bay is fa~ous for its size and the access it gives to the interior; 
but it is often overlooked that it's the only h~rbor on the coast 
with relatively easy access, protection and ~~pacity. 

Then· l.o~e have tha.t- ·,Prevailing nort!T,.,est wind blowing onto the coast, 
over a current moving nort~ to south. This ~?-kes the co~stline a lee 
shore -~\·Thich is dang~rous for sailing vessels, especi?lly squ:'3re
riggers. As a result explorers and traders had to keep well · out to 
sea, and co~e in with much caution. The frequent and heavy summer 
:fogs did r.ot help any. The best-known result of all this is that San 
Francisco Bay was discovere1 by an overland expedition. 

A lesser-known fuct also bears on the situation. The co~stal 
curre~t sets from north to south, but along our coast at the shore, Xk 
-t.here is a counter current .fr-:>m south to north. It extends only· a 

~ - mile or two out £rom shore, and in our area it i.e weak. ~ only a half~ 
nile ~.n hour or so. Eut it. is persistent, e:Acept when checked occas
ionally by a stiff northw~st lolind, and t.his explains why our .fe;.; 
rivers exit to the north when t.hey reach the ocean, and the b~rs 
close over in summer from south to north. . 

Then, once on th~ . shore - what lies behind it? Mostly a rugged 
coa3t range, hard to cross. Our small coast~l areas are isol~te1 .from 
the intarior, leaving the ocean - in the early days - as the only · 
way out for travel and tran3pQrt. Wi~h the nautical situation what it 
is, this means isolation by both land and sen. 
· Hhen my friend :\lrs. E.scola, of l!.endocir.c, was registering at San 

Jose Hormal School in the Fall of 1906, the registrar asked her where 
she lived. ~~ hen she told hi:~, Hendocino, he replied: "i-1endocino - why 
that's the Siberia of California." . . 

Further, in the early days, the \vhole Pacific Ocean was isolated 
from the Euro?ean population and coi~l.rnercic>.l canters. The Pacific could 
be reached ov~rland in middle A~erica: Prtnama provided access to the 
w=st coast of South A~erica, while Acapulco was the gateway for the 
Philippinea. Later, the Russians arrived overl~nd through Siberia, 
and E-:1glish a:1d .Aoerican trappers crossed North A:':lerica. Bu~, oce~n 
access meant, usually, rounding Cape Horn, ~nd i~ took· a lot of 
econonic incantive ~o get 2nyone to do th~t. 
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Before · starting · on the. use of Fort Ross harbor, · there is ·one 
further aspect of operating conditions on our coast that I should 
mention: northbound travel by water along our coast was slow~ 
Schooners could tack up the coast fairly close in; square-riggers · 
had to go way out - in :fact, usually going ·southwest . bei'ore 'turning 
north. I can'~ give you accurate figures between Ft. Ross and tha 
Cit.y, but for :J..endocino and Caspar, a normal northbound trip in sum
~r to~k three nights and two days, wh~.le the · return trip would be 
ei&~te;!n .to t·,;~nty-four hours. If :wind conditions were really dii'- . 
ficu.lt, t~ northbound trip could take c!ays lon.ger. The lee . of ~ 
Bodega Head lr."as one. p~pular place to wait . out the ·rind, while Pt •... · . 

·Reyes was often referred to as Cape Stiff {i.e. Ca9e Horn). ·: ... ., 
Also to reach th~ desired pnrt, thay would have to work to ·· : 

the north of 1~, because they had to co~e in with the northwest · 
wind behind t.!:ei!l, and round in to the harbor. · 

H£acilands do p~ovide occasional patches of shelter £rom the 
pre:-ailing northw_ept.arlles along our coast, but these shelters, or 
ports, are witie or-en to the south winds an:i south-..:est swell of 
winfar. This ~eans thct~ the harbors offer some protection against 
a s~er nuis~ce, but. no pro~ection against a winter danger. 

California, .then, was easy to reach from Alaskn; and .from a 
base \yell .north in California it \'las easy to run south to a bunting·
gl'CLr..!'ld. Toe trip back wolU.d be another :;.atter, so hWlting would 
hav~ to stop well before the onset of win~er, both to get back.to 
the base before it beca=e potentially c~ngerous to use, and then 
get back to alaska. 

This brin5s us ~o ~ccal r.tlaritime aspects o.f the Russian per
iod at Fort Ross. 

· The Russian ~eriod lel4-1S41 

. : ~hen talkiD5 abou~ the Russians at. Fort Ross, it is easy to 
overlook.the basic fact · concerning their arrival in Califcrnia: 
they went to Bodega Bay. For all their purposes, it was a better 
location • . ·· · . . . · · . , . '·'·' .. .. · 
· . · :_, At Bodega we have & large ocean · roadstead in the ·area · between 

. the - entranc~s to To~les and Bodega Bay~» whc~e ships could anchor 
T • • ~-·: ~: • • < in -; thirty-five to :.fifty .reet ·~ of water, with plenty of elbow room, 

pr6tected from ~he force ·or the sumcer wind by Bodega Head. Bodega 
Bay itself is a lagoon, r.ot as shallo\i then ns now, with a short 
narrow bar, and a cha~~el leading to the upper end where small · 
boa~s could be loaded. Behind Bodega, ~he country was easy of access, 
and not forested, a lo5ical place £or the farming activities that 
eventually developed. . . 

Trans-shi?ping of cargo from local to long-distance shipping 
could bo readily handled at Bodega, and there was room in3ide the 
bar uncer the ~ead fer their nepo;. Lcucs from the depot, or from 
the head of the lagoon, could be taker. cut over the bar en the ebb; 
the el"jJp-c.ies (or boats ,,,;itC. inbound su;p!ies) would go back in with 
the flood. Shi?'s workboats aud baidarkas handled the traffic. 
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I.f headquarters could have remained at B~'dega · Bay, -. the situ::.. 
ation would have been ideal- for Northern _Cali.fornia, thatis; . 
so far as the Co~pany was concerned. Spanish resentment could not 
be ignored, · even if the threats were empty.- The depot could be - · -. · , 
operated; farming and ranching could be c~rried on with some risk, 
and eventually was; -but headquaners had to be . ·somewhere else .. -

Going north from . Bodega, the cove here at· Fort Ross is the .· 
first one o.f any size that offers a practicable, somewhat shel-
tered landing. A vessel in the northwest part of the cove is pro-: 
tected from the wind, although -the swell :does coce . round the ·point ·.· ,,;,_ · 
to cause ranging • . There is a sand .beach, as well as ·a rock7 beach. 
Behind the sand beach · is some flat land leading back into a gulch, 
and it was not. difficult to cut a road down to the stone beach. -

: From the sand beach to the top of the bluff~ the slope could 
be negotiated with comparative ease, and at the top there was a . 
level area suitabl~ for a stockaded headqu~rters. This stockade .. -_. 
served fer -defense, hut it had another use; I wonder if th.e loca
ti~~ of . tbe co~dant's hou~e was changed to -get out of the wind · 
into the best. lee. · (F..eme:nber, .there were no treEs.) The stockade 
location dominated the harbor, and also had a clear view south to 
Bodega Haad; also · ~o the south was ravine after ravine ~~th cliffs 
bet-ween - re:.:ember the -t!"lraat was fro:n t!:le ecuth • 

. Behind the. stockade, and north and south of it was about a . 
thousand acres of coastal pl~in amenable to ~ agriculture. That 
ever present wind and fog limited the possibilities, especially -
for ~ain; heance the steady expansion at Bodega. 

. A:lother point - on a lee sbor~, . the harbor's position had to 
be loca~ed fro~ a distance. Fort Ross has a good landmark, what 
Cabrillo bad called the Cabo de Pinos, or Cape or Pines. It is 
not a cape, but .from a distance at sea, the approsch of the coast 
range clo3e .to ihore- which :causes the exi~tence of the shelf ·. 
road - looks like a cape. This "cape" is also the last place going 
south where the £orest approaches the shore • . ThusJ the last pro
montory with trees was a good landmark to spot from afar to in-
dicate where a . ship should -go in •. -' . ' _ .. 

. :.-:'· t : Once .they _went in, what would they find? To the Russians, · 
·- · . · the~_, cove ·stretched in -_the ·large ·.from · the Northwest Cape, we -know .. : . 

. --_ as the --north;,.est head of the · cove, -to -the Southeast Cape • . This · · 
last is what they called the point .from which the Fort .Ross Ree.f 

·· runs · out. to the pinnacle rocks. There are some rocks off the · 
northwest head which have to be cleared when coming in with the 
wind fro~ Lhe northwest. Once in the cove, they would find thirty 
to forty feet o.f water o~er a rocky bottom, with twelve feet close 
to shore, even off the sand beach. 

hbere the sh9llow headlnnu is, between what we think of as . 
the t;..yo ccves of Fort Rcss Cove or Bay, a reef runs out to n rock 
that is e~ash a low tide. To use the north cove, this reer has 
to be ~voided. · 

On the first visits, anch9r w~s dropped. Whether a system or 
moorings was ~ver set up, I do not know, but they would have been 
useful. ~,other advantage of the cove was that on r.aulin6 out to 
~ake sail, they could easily slip out to ~he aouth to head on out 
to sea. . 
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It is interesting- to note th~t there are ·nc,·· rep.ort's of 
wreck3. here during the lh.lS3ian period. Probably, their kno•-1led.ge · 
cf the North Paci.fic in gt:neral and of Alaska specifically had . . . .. . 
!:larle theo very· 1Deat.hcr wise. ilith ·the worse· weather of Alaska in : . · ..... . · . 
wint.~r, winter tra.ffie . down here would also be at a minimum. · ·· 

Co:np.ared to Bodega, loading and unloading at 1-'ort Ro:Js was a : .· 
little sil:lpler. There ~a.sn' t as far to go, and they were not de- - · . 
oenc!~nt on tha ebb and flow or the ticie. ?.ufus stated tfl..at the . · 
Russians h?~ built a pier in tha cove. Since he ·says it was held ·:-:_ . ·,:· .... :~. 
to the rocks ·by lon~ . bolts, it was probably wood, rat.her than dry. ~: . : .. ;·:. 
st.cn&. 'l'his ·pier would be very usa.ful, but wou~d have to be re·- . _'_· 
psir~u year after year. . . . < . · . . . . .. . 

Cne can dimly 1:2\.agine the to:;..co whan a ship arrived. Unless 
'the ~ier ~-as · · in use, t.hi! · ship's teats or the baiciarkas ht:td to be · · 
h~ld just. beyond the surf line, and tha . ~n .t!Ssignccl to stevedor
i:tg ~.:!d to carry everything frc:o and to the ho~t. Everything in
cluci;s- those ;>a!;sert~ers who were i::.;:ort.a:lt. f:nough to be carried 
ratb9r ~h~ be forced to ~acie t.hrou~ ~ha cold water. 

~ .hl~ this was clu.-·:.3y, iJut it wns ~I-.e usual thing in all pri~
iti ve .area3 anci. so:?::e not so pri:;!it1 v~. At tha b~gin::.ing of cur 
century, travel~rs t.o Jerusale~ h:1d to go through just this sar=e 
rr~c:dure at Joppa. 

A3 was :.~e case a~ any such outlying colony that \.ias a bass 
ro~ sea-ia=ing sct.i vity, ship-building; was undi:!rtaken. The work::~en 
'Nere probably t.ho::te wno could be 5~ar~d .from the shipy~•rd at Sitka. 
There se~::ls to h~v-= been so:!ie const!"'~Ction at. Bodeg3, but. prin
cipally at. Ft. Ross. The secondary soi.lrces are confusin;~ in t.h~ · 
cetails. but ap~arenLly five ships, sc~oone~s anj brigs, were . 
built, typ~a t~~ are bettor for coad~al voyaging than is the stan-
d~rd ·three-ID2 st.e d ~'lu.1re-rib.f;er. . . 

~sr.cro£t na~t~ £our: rtoumiantzoi (schooner 1Bl6-1Sl; ~1-
daho.f (brig 1819-1820); Vol~a ( lc32.l-22) ;· Kiakht.a ( lc123-24); as 
well as severa~ boat.s l .. ·or local usa or sale to t~e Spanish. 
1"he s~condnry eources also Bay t.hat. these ships ~re !'ailures . 

. and did not. last long - but. by this they mean five or six years • .. < ·: <.: · Since oak wa.s :gard to coc:e by, ~ t _ is as.su:nsd that the ship
.- .• .-.'.,.:.i~wrichts had to .. J..e~rn ·to hanCle redwood by trial and error, . and · 

· :·: ·redliood would be hard to u.se.· It splits .easily, takes tims to 
aeason properly - hard 1:.0 do on the d~p coast. - ~~d its p:tttern · 
of: shrinkage and e..x p:msion wo4J_d tend to pull planks . apart where · 
the end~ butced. · · . . . . . 

The fLf~h ship is said to hava been naMed the Const?~~tine~ 
It was s~ill in use when tb~ Company closaj down it3 local o~er
acions and ~a included in the chat~els 3old to Su~ter. He ~-n~med 
ic the Sac~a~en~o, and it made several round trips bdt~eHn ?ort : 
Ross or Bocega rinil Nt!w Helvetia before it. w·1s finally 'tlreckad So::le
-where u;:> tb~ river. ':', het.h~r Su . ter nan~~~d to !!love a."ly supolies by 
water afcHr tha~, I have net asccrcnincd. 

' • 

• T 

.,. '. . . . .. ,.· : 

I ·.\ ··::'_·· 

·_.:_ 

1' ' .. . - · . . . 
-~ ... :.·.: J.-· . . : ··. ~·- · ·: 
r · ';. . :; " . . ~· : .. • 



----::c-.. ~ . ·_ .. •. ~·;<;- -:}_~·.[: :{·;'"~~1.t_:_ .. _e· .;( \~t' ::·;; .. · ··-~ . _:·\ : :·: . : :}~ ~·~~ ·x~ ::;i:~-?·t· x;·_ : : .: .. 
•. • • ,.. .; - • • , • ~· ! • • .. .• - · • .. ·: . ·_ ' • • ..... • . ' . -. .. .. : -

• •• ~ -. : ·. : ·.- - ~ . "";" . • · . [ Co • • • • , • • • : • 

However, one~ .·the stripping or' the excess ·chattels ~as com- . . · · 
pleted, the port at :Fort Ross would have gone into an e~lipse. ~ ~ ~ ~ -~ 
Sutter s~t up a cattle ranch. Any stock for sale would be driven 
out. overland, while · hides could be handled by pack animals. Only · :_: ,~:: 
~supplies -that could .not be handled overland by packtrain would 
arrive by water - and I would doubt, ·considering the shortage of 
shipping for local transport in California at. that time, · that · .. 
there would be :r.uch if any of this.- ,; · . - -- · · :' .\-· . 

. Eodega would be another nw.tter; ·.since at the ti:ne the Russians < · . 
lef't, Stephen S:nith .was on his way ~to t\te u.s. · for a steam saw millJ- · ~:.: · 
which went into operation at Bodega Cor:1ers in 18.43. Eventually, . ·: . c · ~.-
once ths local demand WQ.s satisfied, Bodega Bay "..;ould be u~ed to ~ ... · . .. · .. 
receive supplies, C:U""ld shi? lumber~ Meanwhile, Sr.1ith bought the · .... : . . 
Russian buildings at Bodega from Sutter in 1846. 

The First Ranch Period 
~ -·~ 

William Otto Be~itz apparently reac~ed New Helvetia in 1842 
after~ trav~ling ov•;rl::lnd through Texas and Hew :4e:<ico. In the }~all 
of 1843, Sutter sent hi~ to Fort Ross as m3n~ger in place of Bid
well, and aenit.z arr!~i€h:l .for what was t.o be a stay of twenc.y-
th cee ye:<.rs. 'First as :u.1n~ge:::-, than as lessee, and .finally as owner 
in 18~7, he cont~nued opera~i~g the property as a cattle ranch 
which stretched from Ti~ber Cove to the Russian River. 

Then cama the gold rus!l, and the resulting influx o.f. popu- · ... : 
lation which had to secure food and shelter from local sources. 
This meant nc:w possibilities !'or the Fort. Ross Ranch. ._, 

Benitz's primary venture was in farming, since he had a Pomo 
community at hand as a ra~dy source of far~ labo~. They were cheap 
labor, too; at that tirr.e, re8ervatio~ I~dians were forced to hire 
out to neighborin~ ranches at ;s.oo a month and found, while Eur- · 
opeans commanded ~25.0~ or $30~00. There was a heavy demand for a .· 
crop that ·could be easily grown ~t Fort Ross- potatoes,· and to ·. ' 
~ ~ - h .. d . . . . . .. -· ' ... ... ~s .e ... urne. . . - . . . . . . - ~ . . . . . 

:. I must interrup~ her~ to explain th~t our records of" Beni tz' s . 
water traff"ic is spotty • . Sh;pments to San Francisco were reported ·. · ·. · 

.,_ :in . the ~· . Cit.y pap&rs, J)ut \·ery :· rarely were. shipments to other b-3-y · · · 
points : or up ·.the river mentioned.- .There must have been a number ·-,: . ,· ~ · 
·or consignments to such inner ports, since Benitz had. been aro~~d . 
· for rr.any y~ars, and was lotell known at --:?onoma. . . : . . . 

Other tha~ a load of piles in July of 1850 (tree trunks · 
dra66ed dc~n to the beach and floated ·out to the schooner), Fort 
Ross first appeara in the Ci-r.y papers in I-!arch and April of 1g52, 
when four schoun~r lo~ds of potatoes, totaling about 2,500 sacks, 
raac~ed the City fro~ Fort Ross. That this wasn't ell he shi?ped 
out csn be judg~d by nis o~n state~ent that in ld52 he sold four 
thousand sack3 cf potatoes at five cents a pound. 

Potatoes continued to loom large. I have found a six hundred 
sack ship~ent in Feb. 1853, and two consign~ents enrly in 1S55: 
i·larch lSth at 3.F.: 1,100 sacks of potat.oes, three hundred deer-
. ski:ls and a hunJred cowhides; Ma:r 18th at S.F., 1,300 sacks o:f 
potatoe~ and ~hirty-four hogs. 

I . 
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. ;,_._ · There. ~-as · a buildi-ng in ·the ··f-ield s~uth of Fort · Ross Gulch . , · ··_ . 
which Benit.z used .. as a potato storahousc. Tradition also says that 
there was a chute down .· the bluff to t.he beach. From the beach to 
the schooner :::eant . using some .kind ~:f wor~boat: _a shlp' s boat cor ·: ; . 

·a locally built. scow or barge. This ·would have to be helc! just. c . . ·_, _- _ • '· 

ou:r.side .t.he s~f .line while the ·stevedores carried out the sacks .. . - · · . .. 
J:'hcn the li&ht.er would haV3 · to be · moved to the ship. The usual ·-. · · 
~r.:tctica would . be to run a line· from schooner to li6hter, and then _. · :. · .· 
winch Ui) the line -cn · a capstan, _to . ~tow it to shipside~ · .Rowin&·t~e ,-'~, _ •-:_.. 
er:.pt.y ligh~er back t.o the beach '"Aould be relat.i vely easy. · -· ·· < .. : · _, ··: 

.. · : ·_ ·, I o::1ce asked· Carl~s ~all how £ast sud~ loading would have . . _ 
gone J i::J his- J:~dgj'lent.. 'It. was his -opinion tha-:. loading SL"'C or. seven -
hundred sacks of potatoes in a ten-hour day,. ·would have been consid
ered a ~ood day's wor~ by this ~ethod, if anj wh~n cverj~hing 
)O{X.:ondtt wen~ well. · · · . 

.-·- But. 1855 was~ di.ffi~ult year. There was a severe · depression 
L~ California for ya~~~us reascns, and ~lso an ov~rproc~cticn in 
pot~toes, and. t.he markat collapsed. Der:it.~ himself f>C:id he was left 
ui t -h t.Ncnt.y "tbousar.d sQ.:::ks · of pot.atce:s jc.::l:!e:1 into his storage 
b;;.ildin,~. ·Local tradi \:ion says that. scr::e of the potato~s S\velled. 
a "'d ._,;~h th.;s ad..l-"'d -.r .... --··T"L .... •ne •-•a-:"'s ~.-1-"'d 

•'- ~- "'' ' ..L .. \...1.-- . :- , ~ ~-- v J \..t " ~...L.. ~ .•• n • .a-t"l('; • 
· 'Lrade ::-evi ved, a~·.:.to:Igh_ t'here \ias anothsr setback !.r. the 

P~nic o.f 1:!57. Ba~ Ben:itz was coing well - in 1e5~, wit.h assets· 
cf ~,ono he was rated as the .fourth richest =~an in Sonorra County •. 
2·!:::a::"'rf!':!::!..~ 1 his acti vi-::iea continued to broaden. · __ 

Cct.ober 10 1 l85S is the arri'7al dcte for .five tons of wheat 
ar.d 381;. boxes of . apples - . ';hich mean::; about se-venty sa ckn o:f w~eat · ·'. 
nnd ~he ~?ple~ rrorn some -twenty-five tre2s. Be~itz bad begun with 
the Russian o~hard, which includod 207 np9le trees, and had e;c- · 
panded .fro~ t.hat .. In 1S59, he said he p:!...:tnned t.o put in about ,; · 
eighteen h!:n.G:red apple "&r~es the follo'h"inb ye~r; records sbm.; · 

_ that the orchard of.-~860 '=a:ne · to seve::teen _hundred and twenty- . . . · .. · · · · 
.. .. · .. _· .five ~rees .... . (They're all gone, now.) . . · : ~-.- · . · . . ... _., 

.< :·-_,. E-y 1860, the::-c "-~Seven mor~ Rctivity. A shipload in M::irch :_. · . 
.. . ·or. 1860 had _ t-welve hu..~dred fifty-five aa.cks .of' ;:>ot3.t.oes, tl'-..rce ·<. :, · ::> : ~< ~'):. -.. coops of duCks, . fo~ · coop~ : C?f pigecns; ·_ thirty~f~ur hi~e_s, t"t!er.ty:.. · :_,· .. _':._ ·. 

• ·, '· '< six. boxes of'".buttcr ·and 'tl:!o .:. boxes :o!:"'-eggs • .-· .... _ _ -:- ~ · .. .... ,.· . · · 
- <. 1860 r~f'lect.a a!1ot.hcr · atter.::pt _by Eeni'tz. to exploit ev':!ry- .. _ · ··.'_c · .· .·-: : 

thing possible. Cn ..!\lly 25 th~rc was a c~rgo of seventy tons of . · --: . · 
building st.o::e, and. ar...other sh~pl'oad arrived in ~!a~: ember. This ·. ·: . 
too hod to be ligh~ered. ~ Pro:fesso~ Essig, wto visited Fcrt RosB · . 
several -ci:Jes !.n the 1920's, · said he had noticed si~s c!: a scm:i- . 
ston_e qu(:_rr-.r at t.~"le beach, but. thoug."'lt it ,.,•u.s Rn:::sitm. · . 

. ~fter 186o, there's littl~ rP,Cord cf Fort Ro~s - cLe can only 
assume th~~ t~ffic was continuinb to go to 3o~oma ~nd oth:~ towns, 
and the fa~ily ~ra~ition is tha~ he shi~?ed ~rinci9Rlly to Sonoma 
and alno to _3acrar::len:.o. Cattle .. ,ould st.il..l g~ cv·l-:':--l:>:ld, probably 
t.o 'trillia;u L3~hler 1 the w'holes;.le butcher '='·t. Lc.keville a~'i O'Jir.er 
of ~he D~lm3r Ra~cb. Ano~her m9~'~t for his cattle and oth~r rnnch 
products was probably D.Lncan':J ~lill, fi~3t. 2-t S?.lt ?oint (1~54) 
a':ld later at. ?.~ssian P.i v~r ( 1$60}. But. ,.,e co haY~ .a record in 
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Sa:::1 Francisco .for }1Srch .1866 - ·eight hundred sacks or potatoes · .· 

. : 1. · , ~ . -
, ... . ~ . 

· . ... 
• • . 1 ' 

, I ~ . II' 

and five hundred sacks of barley; and .for June, 1866- eleven .. 
hundred sacks of oats. · . · . -:.. · · · · . - . . · · 

P.teanwhile, he had not ignored forest products, and this led · .. : · .... 
to the development of r.he harbor at l'imba~ Cove, drawing on the .. · 
'!'i::::ber Cove Gulch. · · . . . . . .. . 

Loading .forest products on ships can be done by light.e.ring·, · · . 
but. it. is time-consuming, and a bett.er way had already bee:B'. put . · 
into use at....-r~nc!ocino, the use of . the slide chute. The chute at · . ~ ... · - ~ . .. . 
Tir.1ber Cove, which .stood f'or sixty years, may have been built · :.: · c:. ·~~-- :: :·: ·.->· 
as .early as 1e57 when the .first shipments of split stu.ff started · . -~ - . · ·· 
goiz:g out.· to the city - i'irst piles and later posts .. · But it had ·-· · 
to be built no l.at.er than 1859, the year lumbt3r . started going out. · . 

. The lu~ber mill of 1859 was oparated by · two ·ae~s, Kalk- : 
~n anc Snaple. They had the chute, a tramway that ran for a hhl£ . 
mile~ in~o ~he gul~~ to the mill, and a small sawmill rated at 
t~erit~-fi7a tho~san~ bo~rd feet a day. Business was steady _- tha 
schQoner Fale3tine . ~s~lly being e~ployed- un~il tha latter p~rt· 
of' 1B62, ithen the sa~nll burned. the last. l:.~·~be.t" went out at t.he 
beginnin~ c.f lo63, a.nd .from t.hen on, limber Cove was .a split-
stuff le:a: jj_ng, doing a steady business. 

There -was one oc.h:r concession that Eanitz leased out, and 
that. was t!::.e proposed coal mine. But. not.hin6 see::ns to _have ever 
co~e of this, save for nn explorat.ory ~~a£t, so it does not ~igure 
in our .zaarine history. 

By 1665, Benitz had clecided to leave, a:::1d ha put the ranch 
up for sale • . He i"inally found a buyer, the p.art.n~rship of Fair.fax 
antl Iiixon • . E.arly in lot.7, the Benitz ·fa.!Dily moved to Oakland, where 
he invested in r~~l es~ate in the new comr~w1ity. He must h~ve don~ 
well in Oakland, for when he left for Argen~ina in 1874, the sale 
o!' his properties brc~ght him · a hlmdred thousand dollars... . · 

. . : ·. . . ·. ~ :: -
.· ... -: :·-· · -- ~-

The Lumber :.;ill Intsrlude· -~ Fair.fax and Dixon 
. - ~ ,., 

-.. 

.. . - . Fairfax was an early California character who h.ad managed . .• · .. · . 
ta ·, m.arry coney~ .~ Dixon lias a ·. s~ll · sawmlll operator at t!ic:l.sio in .... : . 
Marin County. 'l'l:e Fairfaxes invested in tha land~ while Lixon ··:. 
with his sawcill proviC.ed a way co get. som~ incotce out · of the · - · 
prop6rty t&nt.il they coi.Ald sell it ol'.r. ·.· ·· · - ·.-·.: :. ·; - =- ·- ·· ~ - ;:. · 

Dixon ~us t have seen his prospects as e:ooj, because he got · :-· ~ 
carried in the Sprin,:; o£ 1$67, but ~here ;,.:a::; a l:)t to do. ·The · · . 
mill h=ad to b~ moved .froJl :~icasio to !elmer G\,;.lch. '.lhere the · · 
egui;.mant ~as r.;ut oshorl3, Fort Roas or 'l'imber Cove, I .have no ic!ea. _ 
I a:n su.re, how:;ver, th; t tha boiler i.'or the stea~ engine was han~ · 
dltid in ~hv 1.4slt.al K'ly: all holes were plu.?;g~d, it was dropped over
beard an-:.l flea tea to:. laad, ana t-hen c.raggd.:.. ashore. 

· Gne; r.e}l ite·:n was needeci ar. :Fort f~oss before o~~r3t.ions could 
begin - & slide ctute l"or loadin.5 the L.1cber on · shl. ps. Dixon would 
not usa Timber Cove ror t~o rea~ons: first, Benitz had either sold 
or gi v~n tha Timbe,r Cove propt::rty to r-el,;rt:.i \·es oi' his wife, and 
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second_, it !!ii.Ght ~ve w~rked out ·for Kolme~ G~lch, but .not .for 
Fort. Ross Gulch. By this time, chute-building had become rela
tively an every-day . matter on tQe Mer.docino and Sonoma.· coasts, 
so the only problem was the proper design for tl,~ location, ·.> 

jll3t. inside the west head of' the Jc'ort ·Ross Cove~ in the north-
west corner of t.he -.cove. . . . . 

, \ ~ · _ .:I 

A slida chut.e was a play~ound slide on. a large scale, slung 
like half. o£ a suspensicn bridge from a single tower. . 

. ~t -Fort. F.oss, the "tcwerP. was a gallo'lliS .frame cade of. eight~ · ·. · -: · 
ean by eignr.een inch ti;:nb~rs, standing about. seventy-five .feet ·.· ~ .. · .· :_ 
hi5h. It.. was footed in t.wo post holes dug i:lto a rock ju3t ofr _ ·· 

.- shore at the locat.ion. ('ihesa holes can still be . seen.) The up- :·_ 
ri~h~s were eigh~ feat ap~rt to ,the lev~l of the ch~te prover 
( t~irty-fi "~le feat up), a.!ld. . then r.oed in to be six feat apart at:. 
the top. These upright.s l'lere bracad to tb.a rear, and a guy wire x 
r~n--o~t. f'ro.m t.ha ltan..< t.c each side. 

'I!ie ~hu:.e ~roper i:t~3 t:!:-.ree £eet ·six inches Hide, ·the ·usual 
wi~h for a l~=ber c~u~e. It. was made ~r t~o by ei~1C stringers, 
as lon~ .J.s ym~ _c~cld t;e:-. t.b.em; . bolt.ed C.o -c.heso. ev~ry .four £eet 
:.o.t=::-e: t:-.o by four or t.·.-m cy six. cros.a:;>lec&s LCJ sai);.o~t. the floor. 
r,··-~ f'"' ........ .,.... · - -~~ -.,. . .::;e ,...f' 0''"" bv c.l." xe·' no-r- c·• -"'tl•J i ' l.' t;,-r-.od A .I.~'""' -..L...,....,~ .,1,.. . .:> ~\,.,. -.,.._. ••W J -:) .;) J " ..a...;~ ,} 1tr.IIU • 

The o!..l.ter cn,.l cf ·t.!&a slida was: i!lade o!' three hinged sections. 
The firs"C. Lin&e · \"i2.S about. eighteen £edt. out. i ro:1 t.he i'ra~e, and 
thb section:l we::-e ei6,hteen feat. lon~. 'fo s!l;:::.;:>ort. these, a boom 
rar. o~t, from ~~ich three falls hun~, one to a saction. Spre~d~rs 
.for tt..c:: falls were i:i5h enough to ?enlit r.:o.l~ing U!lder them. "Lhe 
boo.& ·'lias an A fra:na t.0 t..h; second fall, holding a single st:.ick 

. bej~nd. The boo~ ~as g~yad over the ~O? of tha gallows fra~e, 
while th~ l~a~s ror tha two-sheave tlccks on the falls lad to 
cleats at ~he cross-piece of the galloNs fr~~a where the slide 
pa.ssa~ t.!:rou4l. -· 

_ -.- ' ill ~tis CO.!Tied. t:.l";e slice OUt. to where a SChooner CCUld 
... . ·ride in a depth of twell·e feet of wat~r at low tide •. - ~. r 
· · · . _ !he inn-er end of :.r..e slide was carried along a shallow 
. · -' trough du5 :b. . th~ lip of the cliff, . to a sui~able level ar~a · __ :" 

. . - ·. ~ - '-:~-behind, where · wagons could . _com~ -up to· th.~ loading and of the · 
_ ·.- '~ chute. -This -·inner end. was about· one hundred _seventy i'eet len;, arid 

_ the loading point was set b16h .. eno~t;h fer a convenient transfer ., __ . 
. . :.-or the coards. . 

' ._ 'Ibe 3Up~crts fer t.he chUte f'looi: axten~ed OUt at :Cn.e S.ide to 
p~r:ni t. a t·,.rc-foot c~twalk from the . bank t.o t.!le frame. aeyond that, 
anyo~e who had ~o 50 ou~, ~al~ej in ~he b:i ~f tha sline. At the 
ou~e~ end of ~te chu~e was mcunteci a three cy three foot ?la~form 
on o:1e s.!. :ie, ...mere t:-.e cl3pt=J~ru:an stooj darinJ lo-::d.lng o;Ja:- .~t:!.on~:;. · · 

~h~~ a sc~~~ner ca~e ln to unlo~d anq lo~d, it roca so that - · 
i:.s ra:!.l \"la.s U.."lce:::- t.~e e:d :>f the chute. !•at-:Jrally, t-he. a;:ron, as 
tte =cva~le cni ~3S c3lled, hdO t~ be adjusted for the position 
cf t.h-2 -:. i~e :;!'lci hO\.; hi~ th~ ship rode in ::.he \iai:.er; and it ·took 
-:.hr~e :::en to \\'"Jrk t.hl3 f~lls. - .· 

•• - 7' . : 
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. · .· ·~\ · . T·~ load~ t.he · bo~rds were sim;:>ly slide. do~ the chute, to b~ 
checked by ths clapperm.an, so t.hat cre!'l !!!embers could pick them 
off . t.he chut.e for sto'fring. · ·· . · · . . 

To han-dle· up-freight, end incidental do•m-fr·Jish\;, a car was 
used thaL fitted into tha bed of the chute. It "'la:s six feet lon~, 
wi-r.h one and a quarter inch axles. The wheels were six inchP.s in 

- "I' • 

di3met~r with five inch fa~~s, and the floor of the car was ten . :. ·_, 
inches abov~ ·.the floor o.f ~he slicie. Loaded, it was pulled up by ... 
tr.o horBaS""r~ If -it -was to gt) cown the slide err.r>ty, it .waa .. .allowed ~--~ :~=; <~ -

. to roll do'wn - · if it · stoppP.d., it ·wrns r:1oved t-rith a w~oden p"!""y. If" · ·;:~ · · 
_it wen~ down -loaded - · with bu~ter ?~d ~g~s for exR~ple- two . 
turns of t.he rope · around a ?ost ~t the he:1d of the slide, allowei. · 
for proper handling. Five or six hundred pounds of freight could 

· be · handled over tha chute \ofith this c~r • . _ . , 
. ·· To rid\3 under the chute, a schooner h3.d to b~ :nonred ..,;ith 

· s~varal lines; at ?ort Ros~ there ~~r~ six. This meant t~ere had 
to be moorin~ buoys, whi ~b rn~~n-c l3rge lc.:;s, :f;)U'!'tee!'l or si.:>.-teen 
:f,aet~ · long, a foot. and a half or so in diareet.er' •.;'ith ·~ !'>.i:{ inch 
hole for t;he moorin.:! lin~ in one end. Fro~ the other end ran a 
heavy cnain t.O a~ anchor; and this ancho- \'IllS hf:Cked ~0 another . 

.. anchor or to shore. 
'Wh~n a acnooner Car£~ in, it picke:i Up an O'!..lter !!!o:>oring - no 

coastal ship eve'r dropped anchor in 9 co~st~l port ~f it could 
possibly be helped. Then i-r. was warped ov~r t.:> its posltion under .. 
the chut.a •. 

. 1'ha lwnber schooners were loaded by sr.o•:ri.ng a ':o~rd or . t~·.•o 
at a ti~c. '.lhey could &..ak~ a little o·.,.~r a 1u;~rter of their load 
in Lee i1old; t.ha r-est. \itmt on deck till the vessel \vns properly 
loaded, which u~ant tho de'-!k '.f!l~ mi'3.Sh jus:. I"o!"''l"i:1rd ot' t.he house. · 

. . The.a thd load was lasiH~ci down, t.he scho·::m~r '!'\'~S ~-ta::-p~d back to the 
.' . · · outer ·. mooring, and when wind condir.ions •:Ie!'e .fa·1or2.ble, it raised · 

, · . · · sail and left.. · . . . . . . 
;· ::·. ') -~·; :., -~ ·. · Such· WAs the harbor situation that · D!.xon arranged to 't;ork with, · · · · . 
· .. · : .. _ .. ·jlidt as most. people did alon~ the coast. The chut.e .,ms ~..,ell ~uilt ~ 
-: < .. \ ' '· .it . lasted .for ·i:..bree decades. · . · : , . · · · . · :· · :. ~. , .. ·, .. ··.< .... ·. 
< _ :·t~: :: .. ::.;.<~~·-.·::~ · ;~. Di~n-· ran ~he roill ·at ~he Kolmer.Gulch lo.catlon, 2.:1.d tea"6ed . ,· · 
·• : Y.'!:"'.~: the .: l:.l!:lOer to ·· tne landinf;) about a two mile haul. ~lith tn:!.s gc.lch .. 

<<<:> cleaned out., · he dloved t.he till t.o Fort Ross Gulch an::! logged there, 
· while plannin.r, :for th~ fu-r. ure. O.f c-Jurse, a split ~r~ uff trade . · 

·:. was also -cievelooed. .. . 
.:;: .Fair!.'ax had di~a lAte in 1~69, so it wn$ lef~ to the \az"idr.·h", 

. wi tb t'i.xon, to s~ll off the ranch, wh:i ch th•..?Y did in sections .. 
For- ex.a:::ple, the la~d south of Rus~i::-.n Gu:!.ch . ~B s solrl to John 
Rule. Finally, t.b.s rort Ross r.ome ranch W?.S S()ld tc Gecrge w. 
Call, but .Jixon alrt.~;;uy l:.a :i a pl~ce to eo. 

.. In lt374, he ~oved up the co~~t f; to Br~dp:E"port, a!'lti .fro~ that 
place he !:4o¥eJ in 1$75 to Gr~?.m.,oorl, ~n!i J.e.;·,~~ ot:.r story • 

. The .:i.u:.1ber-ruill intP.rlude in 'thA hi::;t~nry of Fort Tiosa ended, 
ana tht:: prc?erty l-r~.lS once 2gain· to be worked as a ranch, ss it 
would continu~ ~o be for onoth~r century • 
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To begin with, there are a couple o.f . points in George W. ·· .. . - ·. 
Call 1 s bac~ground to consider in connection with his buying · ·· 
tba Fort Ross ranch. He had . a k-nowledge of· !'3ea.faring .from his . . 
lons schooner voyag~ from San Francisco to Ch:!.le with the wild · .. _.-. 
anil!lal show~ Also; .he kne\i ·about California's .forest products .·._: . . . 
.from his st~y in Humboldt. County 1n .the 1S50' s. And, he was .. ·· .. .. ;.: . · 
ready to hi-re a manager so .:that he cotlld spend tir;e . on his . real- .. ~~-·': .. ' :_._·· 
estate interests in the cir.y "dithout hurting the day to -rlay ·~op- ~._,',..:: _-,~ .... - ~ ' 
erat.ion3. -· · ~" · ' - ··· · . · - > > · · ', · · ;· - ·.- -.-
. With th~ propert)=, . of ·coti.rse·, ·carne th.a wh~rf - ti'k-:~t is, the :_. : · · 
chute; and L.his is a good place to point. . out th:at t:.his m-3de him · . · 
thE owr..er of a public utility. The chute was operated under a , · 
f'rc:;.nchiae f:-cm Sono·"l~ County, ·under authority delegaT-ed to the · · . ·. . • 
cc~o~i~~ by Lhe le~islature, and the ch?rg~s for handling freight 
over the chut".e w~re est.a~lis~ed by the Board of' Supervisors. 
Althoug~:!: haven't:. · fouud a rat-e sc!:eculo £or the Fort Ross chute, 
'the chute boClk sho-ws nnc.t ·so:e o.f t'he rates t-lere - and these were·· 
t:.:yical for t ·hat day: . 

~anbark - one d~llar per cord. 
Cormvooci - seventy-five cents per cord. ·, 
~.;oats ":"' one o.::>llar per hun~nd. 
But.ter .:. t.~;f:nt.y-fi va Ct!nts a box, fift.y cents a barrel. 

ihis i::J o.ce hunjred thircy-t-wo pounds to a box; the 
barrel was .a fifty gallon size, o£ butter and brine, 
\'leignin;; . about. four h~dred fifty pounds in all. 

F.gga - ten -cents a box - thirty or t:-tirty-six dozen. 
- ~ool - fifty c~nts a bale. · 
Ancle5 ·- ten cents a box. · _: . . , .· .. 
;,~erchandist: - one dollar and fifty cents a ton -·~ two 
~hous~nd pounds weight .or .forty cubic £eet .Qaa5ure 

.. up or dcwn. U? .freight · included gr;lin hay, ground 
feed, wagon tires, flour . b7 the barrei, P.nd all ·.'· .. .. 

, .kind3 of -groceries and :supplies. ·· · _. ·- . .· . .·. . .. 
~ · , .. ', : .... -;-:: The mai..'l source o.f .. vol~e -.- business ·. for the chute when .' .Call . .- ··::. . . 

•·· ·:>· "toook· ·,;,.~-er·was -the split·. ·-stu.f.r · trade: .':, t_anb~rki . cordwooa ·and posts • .. ·. · . 
' The lar.~er p::)r~ of thi~ trade was most probably his own dealings; - · . .. - -

'· ·but others could . ship over the chute if' th~y "Wished. · : ~ ··. ,_·-_ ~ . . · .. . . 
'!'he secor.d source of busin~ss flas the dairy that; was the · ;· 

main business of the ranch. · The cash crop was butter, and along ·· 
r.ith this would be cal~es butchered and rlr~~sed as ve1l, and live 
hobs raised on the sk~ ~ilk. If you want a clear picture of how 
a eairy ranch operated, lock in ~he 1880 ~~rin Councy His~ory, 
t~hich h::~s a detailed description or such a ranch :in the Point-
- - r:. - - • • 
!~eyes - J.o::n.a..t.es r-ol.n~ area. 

rn incicental so~ce of business was the seasonal shipments 
frc~ the aoale orchard~. , 

The solit SLU!f b~ainess was h~avy in the seventies and tha 
eighties, hut slowly tapered ofr. In 1377, eighty-six vessels 
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called at ·Fort Ross, ·and a~ng ot.her things, sixteen hundr~d 
and . nineteen cords of tanbark 'tlere shipped, fifteen hundred · 
and .fort.y-eight cords of firewood, ~nd t.l:.irty-two thousand, · · 
seven hundred eighty~~hre~ posts. - or about fo~r thous~nd 
three hU!l~d cords of split stuff in all. · - .. 

.-. 

In 1893, the business was fifteen shi?s, for about elev~n 
.hu11dred .fi.ft.y cords in all. · · . . · -
. Hc:ndling split. st.u:i'f en the chute was · a little diffe::-ent - · 
from h~ndling l~~er. A ~plit stuff chute was usually five or ; 
six ·feet'. wid.e, '·Since rno.st s~lit. .stul'f \\·as ro~r .feet long. In a 
l~::1ber ·chute, . split. stuff wcul:! jam new 2nd t~en, 3nc so:ti~one> ' ~ , 
wocld b:ove to go do~.nd lcosen it. .. . · . · ' . .:. · : ·. · . 

·:he woc-d and bark came .frorn th~ sto::-:'!ge piles . on t~'-"O-'"f1hee1 
C3rts ·in hali cord lo.".! ds. These . lo:~cts were sirr.ply d':.:mp~d _in":.o .. · · 
~he chute, down which they ~ent ~ntr. 3 r~ar. No cl~~?~r was 
used, and a brake w2sn't ~eeded at Fort Ross. Thft crew simply 
l~itf .a chafinJ; fl~r on tr.e rleck, :'lnd pc:':. U.? n · backstop :1g:linst. 
t-he bul..-ar;cs; the; et.~c.i cu:. of the \~ .1y ~s a lo;1d c:t;:-:e do•:m, ::ind 
'then pro·~eede1l to sto~ it. · · 

U~ f~iiih't _1 P.U:i ct,~er ~~'I!!! frei.~ht 1 C!JntiT!Ued t~ !"~de the 
slide O!l t.h'!" car~ Jtt first· :.her~ W:iS ?. sufficient; trafi'ic of 
sbi;,Js to t.akc .care -:>.f frei~~t. . to . an<.i from 'tha ranch, a:1d for 
nel.. c-:n' ~..,,......... ....,,lt ... s ~l..p "'"'lit _,. , ,!'f' tr.,rf; c ~ ... -{.,....ll..,A .~t ·.J~..., cb :-. u-.•.o.. ~, LJ.. P v: l _ .... :..~ .::>\o.- - .....,J.. _ ~, • ..:.. .... "' r; • .,., J.. • ..,. .: . u -

vi ::>Us t-h::?t. gnother "'type of ~~ntiling '\-ia3 needed. :'!i th not ennu::h 
traffic for a stea=n scho~ner, the only o!lt \,"3s tc use th~ e;as
oline · sc~ooner, whic~1 hcHi recently :1:ade its a;::pearnn~e on th~ 
ccast.. ~ , · . . 

Call c~:1sid~re:! :.he possi ~i 11 i;.ie3 .for a ';"/eekly service to 
th~ City, · ana scou.'tt!u tho: ocs si 'ole tr:!ffi c fro~ ra:tcr. ·!'!rs -"l.round 
Fort ~oss ~nd Bodega ~!y. ~n Febru~ry of 1~96, th~ ~&ta B. be
gan we~kly service, ~e~t~er ?ermittir-J. The res~lting traffic 
was sat.is:fact.ory. S::> two st~;>s ~'iere taken. A \'l~ar.f ·.-ms built, of 
stone and wood, in · th~ ncrtheaat . corner of the cove, where the 
road w~~t do~n. -~~d since Ji~ Ca~pbell o£ · ?.ode~3 Bay ditin't .. 

• 4 .. • •••• 

care about. _going up to 'Fort Ross, C!ill 'Jrd"!red a -:1'1'"' gasoline -
- :.. . scbooner .f::-om Turner's yard at Benici3. The ;( T .. ::~ Chilen'i, for- _· .· 
·· : .. - ty-two fe~t.. ,lon$, .fourteen 'fee~ ~i.de, :.nnd ;>o~e:-ed by a :·f"orty · . : . .. : - · . · 
., , ... :.·:, horsepo~er cot or, began·,· (?p~rntinB ·; l~~te ··in '!-i.1y of 1~97, ·and r~n . · · 

-regularly .for al:10st t~1o years. 

r . 

· ·· · Here a::-e tHo lis-cs . of c:!r~o l~:1ving ·Fort R-:Jss en . the · La 
Chilen~: July 19, 1S97 - lg~ box~3 of hutt~r, Jl ho~s, 9 calv~s, 

· ·· . on~ ~H~0n, one coop chick~ns. 
Nov~mb~.:- g, ::!.89~ - 156 bo:xe~ fruit, 1~ boxes but t:Jr, 

nine c~l ves, · hon:1e!:old gt.,o:is. 
Bear in 71ind th:1t only pnrt of this ':f!\S .f:-o:"'! t.!'le Call r~nch. 
Th~re were ~ften sni9~~nts fro~ four or five o~her r1n=h~s. 

~·he t.r:=!.ffic n~e;~cd :t l~r:;t:Jr VE:9'3el, .~n:i C:dl ciscussed . 
this \-'"ith C3.r1pb~ll in !3o1e~,.. The "t'r.o rte!l tr.~.;~ :-t rieal. ?hey e):-
chan~~d schooners bu~ n.1t fO'tHH' pl:.tnt.S, ~I) th.=l.~ the 41) hp enzi.na 
went in~o th~ ~nry c. 1hi3 ~~~sel h3d been builc in Saus~lito 
in 1S93; sh~ was fift:1-five fe~t. l~ng and fN'!.rteen a-:.d a h.'l1.f' 
f"!et wide. La Chilena, of co:Jrse, W3S ~.u-~ .. Call; =·!nry C. "'as 
Ji~ Ca~pbell's mother • 
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. - 'lou will notice that : the ties ·or- Fort Ross with Bodega have ~~> .· -> 
·a,;ain appe-!tred. The l~ry- C =nay h:!ve be~n the wea:<ly ach~oner to·"-~· · · .. 
Fort ?.oss, ·but ·it sto_;:>ped at . Bodega at Campbell's Cove, . just in.; . .' .· 
side the la&oon - · this is 'dhare .. the -Russian baae had originally , · -~ 
been; a!ld Carlos Call told me tha.t two-thirds ot• ;aore of . their . _.,: , .,. · : • 
business 1:1as to and froo Bodega .Day.· Once again, just as in tho ~~ " _: , · · · 
Russian period, B'odega Bny ,\"las actually c:o:r-e important, but. For~ · :. · : . .. 
P.oss had t.he headqucrters, ,·toe name and ~ht! fa.Jte. - . . . - · · · . · · .. /.~ .· -~ · \ ,_ .. · 

The g:r_:a.:1t . ch~.mge ca;:te . with th~ windstorm on the ni;;ht. . of .·_ :-': : ·> : ..": _, .-,; ,~ 
Cece!!bcr &;· -1898. - I:_t '\-las a .. downhill . t'lind i'rom the nort:.heast# for -. c\; ~ .'<-' _··-, 
t\"io or three · hour~ on a cle;!r night; Carlos told me it. was the • ;~· -- ~ . •_ ,·_:: .
most viol~nr. \ilnd he ev·;r experienced - if a gate was l:ttched,-, ·· ·.--.:- : _-. __ _. 
the gato broke .:.. anu. tht: slide chute blew · do·wn. -- . . -. -. -~ 

Th~ weekly · schooner could continue to use tne pier, · but . · _· · --. ~ . ,_ 
for- split. s'tuff., a new chur.e was ·. needed. -BY now, · the wire chut.a · . .. ,,-. .. ~ - -
\·as Jn us.:: up and .c;o'"n : the coast, 30. George Call . hired · Gear~~ · .. - , -.. · 
. St. ··:::N=s t.o b14ilti c.i new c:-::..o~e. 'i'he St. Ores brothers, ·who liv-ed -
in :~ualal~, h:id ::::.tde Lhe t;ir.= chute practic:::l in the late 1~70' 6 ~ 
andl:vv!::r t!le ye:J.!"S hc.cl also worl<~ri out a tyoe po,.rere<! by a coun-

. ter-:~.-.:;2.~ht . ~o that. th~ ex:Jcnse o1~ ·a · ste~.tm en~iru: w~s avoided. This · 
is L[.i.~-~:· pe C::ill ordert:!d~ ar.ci a classic exam;::le of a ,St;. Ores 
bsck &c~ion chute WGs in~Lallad at the loc3ti~n of Lhe cld slid~ • . · 
It wen~ in ~:. o use o!1 July 5, l-'d99; wit.h -che scl:.o.)ner ~·:etti~ Sund-
berg =.s _the first. to lo~:i under the wire.. . 
· .. :n~e o~~m .frame o.f the chute was l;.hirt.y feet . 'i:ide, r:lnd el~ht.aen 

or t".\ent.y fs-ar. hi;;;h ir')r.~ <.nd reRr~ S~t. overheaci ·in the fr;o.~e was 
a sts.ft. i-ii th ~'\.iO ~rt..:.as, lS inches and 36 inches in diamater, re- · 

· - ·-· " ' r ' 1... l · ... ~ "' · bl sp;.;c-....:.Vei..y. ~ne lr4:t:~ a.1.so •• a,l co .. o c r .. .Lo~~ ~he \I!J.:'e ca e run- .. 
nir.g !'ro!!l tbs C.eac!.::.::.n out tehind the fr&lj!e. 7his wir-~ could be · 
raised or lo-liered. · by ·a sst of bJ.ocks in i:.ht: .fror.t ci the f'rame. · ·: 

'I'he tll~usar!d fee-r. · c! wirG rope cable ~.:;s ~;tade up in two .· , 
~-. · ... · . . 

parLs. The offshore enu was backed td the mooring reck, and : · :· ~ 

:· --

-= ~- - -_.: ..,. -·. 

. . "\ ' ended in a slip-hook; t Lis wire laid on t.he bottom between ships 
with a marking cuoy at r.he ent!. The inner end, enuing . in an eye, 
\'las c;...rJ.el.i up at. t.i:t; ·chute. ilheu a ship cam~! !.n nne. haci picked · .. _ · ~ .-.·- --

... _, .. . up · r.ce l::lcor~ngs th.:, t ht~ld it in the . proper place Wluer th~ wire,·. · . _ .':· :-, 
. ' .:·· .. ~~~<t t.he . ·outer·wire was fiohed iup and. the inner- . ~nd was drat;l,u~ ·out -'. 

--_ - · :: ' '~ · to 'the -~ship,·· about tr..ree ht:.."lcired feet~ ·- Th~ .;,.:ires · were cor.nected ·.· - . :. ;-: -. 

,, 

· · and hung i·rot:l th~ · ship's tackle •. _; 'fhe _.. whole wizlte ¥t1as th.e:n pro- -~ : -- ·· - ; __ 
perly tighteneu b;,- blocks at. the ciead man. ..·. . · ... · , 

The loads were slun,t! from a traveler that ran on the wire. · · 
The t.rav€ler' ~ haul-back-line wa5 . wound on !:.he larger dr•.lm • . ::owr-.1 - - · ·· 
the bank ar, an an;l~ t.o t.he left ran a wire rcpe fron1 "tthich hung · ·. 
a cotmt.i::r-,.. e i g!1t; t.he line from this traveled around r.ne smaller ~ 
crum. · 

The u:.2.t!'o.c:1 .,;as hin.-:et!. ;at the rear so it could drop t.o thee 
frcnt. ~~ cc"Jnt.i!!'1-.:e .. :._;ht~, h~n ~.', in - a hole du~ un~er t'!e pl;!tfor.u, 
held ~& leyel, ~n~ a ro~a runni ng over a pulley aloo held the ~ 
cla~for-w uo. 'Lhe !3 ~1lit. stt..:ff H::is loacea on the two-wh~el carts 
in half-cc~~ lota,'and a car& was b&ckaQ onto the platform. 
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' - . ' . The slings ware fastened~- the ·platfo:::-Cl was . cast loose 50 'it ... ~ · . : -.. >_.; : . -- ~
dropped unde~ the weight of :the cart leaving. the load .dangline, ·~_..;· : - :~- _:,·.:_:-- ,:--__ ,, 

·. the brake on the. dru:usha.ft was loosened, -and _the load dropped . : ·_._.:::· .. . · .. :~ : · 
· down the h-ire. by · gravity ·to ·: the . ship, while ·the counter.-ieight ~ / .. ;: :_-_ .. __ · ._- ····. :-.,~·.:: . :· 
was wound. up.· \then the ~o.3.d had been stopped at the ship and .. : ;~ ~ / .-: ._·< -. - : .. ·. , 
drop;:ed from ~he slings j . the_. brake -was loosened, and the coun.:.. ; :_;. ~ . .-· ' .. ' ~> 

-~~~~!;hi~=~~t __ do~~ ~:-.;~-~ls :b_~_rk~'/:~ri-~~-~~~ ~~e t~_a:v~-~-t!r -~ac~;: fo~ ·... __ · - :~ :~ ·:_ ·:·: ·.>~X:· 
The ·neX£;;. c!1ute was .maintain ad. .-~t. t.he old slide location .. : · ._. _ ~: _-':.: · :> .' 

·until" all ·th.S: stock-nilAJ split. stuff bad be~ri shioped· •. :.Then - .:: . -~- ·_· ·. ) -~----~;,\~·_.":~ 
the ~hole : ·-ssse~bly was ni::~-1niled)inj r·~.:..erect.ed oi:i the op- : ~ ? · .-. . . - ~ .. '':._ .. : 
posi te sid.e of -~he, nort.hw-::st ~ c::o_Y ~ ~--= . c~·~n irl· -front oi the :~> .,__ ___ :- ~-. :- - ~ ·- <1·>~-: ~~:': ~ 

_ranch .house. ,: .:~;~ · _ .. ·_·( .. :: ·· ~ - · ._- -- ~-~ ~~ :f~ ·;: .. ~ -~~t - _ · ·-. . -__ .. _ :-_:.- .:~.: -~ - _ _. .~_ .. .. · -, ·. · . ~ .:. ~- - . ~-- - _ ~-.:~\: : . -: . : .-::~~- - ~~:-<· -

. ..... :-~From t_his -blunt _:poin-t -, th~ ~~i.re-waa rLin'a.crc)ss the>inner ·_-:: · _.·· · : ·:/.~~-:- : ; 
cove ' to a. reck _in the _ cli~f ~t · ths "W!mrf area, · and the. moor- · :: · - :-· · ¥:~_.·; . .':-;:· '( 

· inb3 ,!tlere - ~oveu a9~-.;t:1G ... n.re re-arranged so that -th~ snip lo::}de_d · .. ' ~: -· ~i; :~:: 
abcut 550 .fest; · ou.t •. !cu can _ still s~~ ..,;h;2r~ t:1e chut~ stood; , ~ · . ·. ::.., >::": .·· · 
because a chann-~1 h:.:J. t;o be cur. in ~he llp of tile bank for t.he · . . ~ ' . . -~- , 
back-'actio:l cou..'1ter-.-•.ai,s:tt "'o ;>.:J3s thr0u6h• . . . . . ' _._ .. 

;;f.2~n~i1ile, · t.h~ \~harf had _been a ciie3.,?pointment ~ arid · sn"ne- · -~-. 
thing ~ad ~o be dvn.a ab.")ut load~n6 the :.Ia.ry C from the 1-1ird• · 
withou~ g·:>iu.; t.nrou;;~ all - ~he ac~ivity th~t a re~ular ship wit-h 
a larg~r er-a~ was batt..;)r able to hancile. ·. -·· · 

Th~ sol"-l~io;:} was to · place ~~a · end _ of the \to#ire ··.about twenty · . 
feet up thtl bank near the . ir-'harf •. This end o£ the wire was hlL'lg . 
£rom sh~ars, a:1t.l ci _tr.:.valer . tlaa wOUJlted on 'th~ wire. f'he !·l~ry C 
now ::Ioor~i.l ~o . t:ta.c i:;s :tftcr_-end was a:1zled und~r the wir•e • . The 
traveL Dould ta~~c a ·. lo.:ld out· to t:.he s::rwon~r, and then a hor;~e 

-- .-. ... " "'· "'· : . . · 

• . _": 

would walk the: back lin~ up the road ' to ?Ull the 'traveler in :} 
· to sbor·~, wit;h .x or ;~:.~hout a load.- · · . _ · . . _ . ., ;:-:; · .. ·:,. .. _ ~ -'.' ' : ·. 
· · · ':;- Anot.h·.:r advant.a~e · to t.his set-up )Wrts -tho:~ 'to the w-ire co·~o~ld · .. , · ·:~-... - · _,_ · 

-·now be h~ld co~plct.ely ou~ - of .. the ·~at.er b-atween ships, stret.che:d . . . ~ >-:j~ 
·aCrOS3 the . COVe Oi4'tai.:ie the : rocky . beach. :a, Wa$ an oJ.d sig!lt ' - ·':.. -'. ~: · ·>- ~· . 
nothing like it on the coast..~:)ia7ing : a id.re that· could b~- worked )~· -_;:·: ':.-<~ 

__ .fro.11 either · e!1ci \·ia:l ev(!n strangor - ur--i que to Fort Ross~ · _ ·. _·~ .:->·. ··; ,?-·· -~ .·- : ~ 
-, ._-·-=z-:'·~?~- -- · :.:~ ~"-~·.::~.Cnly "oz.:~. c:1d _ c~t::l. :. be~ :~~:rke_~ _at·.a .:'~~~~- -: -~ The l·Iary . C 's· end- (~:~_·-: :- 'f~f . :_·-< _..· 
. ,- :\:."7-:.~ was·:: wo_rked .'.about _ : once a . wee~;-: :.the.,- ot.h~r_: ena w_as worked fo~ the · ' .·· ,· : ;;: :. -~ .. ,_.: 

· · - ·.· -occa~ion.~l ··shi;>,' get:ti:i.s abOu~ ·- ; _a _· ~e·.a~· · o::-_~ so' .S us~ 'in ·. · tha ~_ ; co}lrse ... _--;~i- --~--:: .. . :.~-~- -:: 
. - ~··.· of a yea:- • .. - ~ . .; · ._.·!. ·. . :>~\ ~~ : ~--.i_ .• -: -=- · .--: ·

4

~~-~ .·: : .· : - .. :~:. .. _· - ~ ·· _ . • • • • • .:. . _'i· ·~ . .. · _ .. :·~-- ~ ... : _ :_.~.<-~- ·.:-' - ~ .... . :- · :.>~:.:· .-_. -..:: · .- - ·;! 1 .
• .·· 1--. : : - ~ hfter 1910, ho-.·Jeve~, ·l:rll3iness . ' pi·ck~d up at. t.he -So:1oma ~oqst ·_; ·_ -;"7 ;· _, . 
. . ··- lan.:iings, since :-i,A. Ri·:hard~on of _S~enar~•s Foin~ was - ship~ing --:. ···· - ~;· _: ·:·~

. rail~oad -:..!.e3 .fro,jl po:-~s u; and. down the co.:au~, usin.e; s:nall· .- ~ - · 

. ste~-n · scho?4ers. So no·,; to get. deaper w.:~ter, t.ht:! Calls builc · a . . .. -.- . ~. :.·-

. ·ne'.i ctut~ b::;ck ov·:r .~t th~·ori~nal locat.ion, wi;.h the wire · · · -· _:::-
agai!l r.._.c.a.!.:J; c:.1t to th~ &Loorin,.; rock. 'l'his time, 'though, t.ney 
die :11)'(. ;;-.o '-li! ~h.! c'hute. 'f!-:.ey a??Jr~:ltly 301~ it co !3.slsig, ,.,ho 
t.ook i~ tc Ti~ter Co7e. 
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•;:hen the Call~ built. the new chute, they did not use a · : . ... ' .. · 
counter.iei.ght; Carlos Call bought second-hand a small donkey en:.:.;>.· ~ ·· :' ·. 
gine winch · .froo Murray Brothers . that had be~n used in building· .:.;· , 
the St. Francis Hot;.el. It. hz.d t-.·;o drums: one drum worked the · .. 
~ravel~r . lihe, letting it. out. and pulling it back in; while the .~ · 
otl:er drum \;as used to raise the wire each time a load was ready'~ . 

. ·. ; ~ . - _ .. .; 

to liit it clear of the cart. The shios moored about thrt~ h~•~red 
thi:.'ty ft:et :.cut.. ·the stea:1 ·schooner l:ewberg, for example, could ; . ·. · 
l!;.ndle abou.t .fourteen th~H.~s~nd ties, and loading this ;n.any ties . -~ · · . :: · 
was a t-.,Jo -_-day job~· ~n ·those day3 ,.:·. t.his· was enot:.,sb. tics · for .five .~,.~ .-;:· .;.~.·-·: 
~iles cf railroad track. · ~ · . ·~ · · ·. 

_ .Eut this flurr~' of Lusincss: ended, . and by the. en.:l of 1920, ... '. -·· : ,· 
the G~lls 'rJtrt: faced 1"iith litt.le · or no split st.lilf bt.;sinss.s • . !-!.ec:n.:. - :, ::: A 

while~ t.t~ mot.or t.ruc~ ~ad beco::1e .:1or~ and ::norc:. practicc:abl~,· and · · · ·. 
"rlith t.he iw:>roving roads, fr;.!~ght could now be r.andl -~d ove;-lc.nd . ,! ,. 
~:-re_ ~:fi ~1~n~y • . ~n :1.921, ~he C:al~3 .,;er~ able_ to sell the whole ~ IJ·t_i 
c:-:t&:tc t.;:, ;,.,.a.Ls~,s, · "."~'-O :::.0 ·teJ ~t to 'I:_:;!bex· uo;;e • .l can o:1ly :.ssuz•e . 
l:.h2.t. t.h~ ~I=r:r C's s~rvi~o "h·::.s di!:c:.>nt.lnued a~ ttis ~iJ.:e, if net 
be.fore - I h:;.ve nol. t-:.:e:l e.ble t.~ C:l3Cert.uin ~-~n.c. ~!at~, bt;:c r wo-:;.ld 
~:lr~lse rJ.b-:.ut, 1920. : .- -

I:::i ':-....._Y eve:)t. ', t-.?1: US':! of .!-'crt Ro::i::. h2.rbo1· fo::- ~ ri ti:r.a Frei~ht · 
tra.:'.fic h=d last.-eJ fo:- ~ llt~le over a ce.nr.~ !7• 

Fro~ th~ early 1920:s on, the cove was 
~o-.~~ -; T"h ... . ... ,..._ ... ., l.·n .:n -~1- --:,. ... ~ ""1 .. t . ~ ,., .... on v -~~ .;...~-o·-'-' "-...,-t,; • , .-..a. "'· ·.:::. ..L.;;;;.. ""'~ ~ c.:_ •• ..., • 1 

of -ch~ ·full fore:; .o!' the nvrthw~sr. ~ind. 

)- . 
quiet, .saYe a:;·: fishi~g 
~~ tie up oYe~ight out 

. • 

. -~,.. · · ~:.. ,...,. ... -., ··· ·- ~· · · . \-·..r I h~r~ W!'>'-" n • . , .. -=v ,, -: of -·r..:.. ,.._, ...... ~J.· "'n u~ ... of 
•• ~ ""'"·- J""·~·.j ,.c ... _.., u,; 1 "' c; - .;...&~.,;,A --"~ ~-- . '-' ''"" ... -...... -""" 

the ' ;.;l:orc - . .fo!.·a~ing, t.hi.s · ti~.::- -:.>nly .for aba.l0ne aut.l fish. Fis~er
~e!l .fisht:!d .fro•1\ Lhc r :.>ci:s, wr.ile .s:i·wrepick~rs s~l.:>Hed up d:.lring · .. . , .. ~ · 
:linus tides t i..> s~e ·,.,rha't o.balc!le th~y could fin:! and t:1~-ca ·homt:i. • . . . . · · .. . 
7hen c:-.'!Je i:.h~ \i -~r, anj th~ steal)' pa~rols of ~b.~ coast. gaurd ·along ·· ·· 
the shore. . · ... .. ·-~- ~- - J; ·. ~ - · ·· 

, \:Jicb t.h~ ·bC:!gin:1ing of the fi.fties, fora~in,:; steadily increased, :.~ .. _:: 
: ·for the sicindi ver h;.1d arrived, and .nany of t.h.= di V~FS .found Fort. · 
iioss :.very at.tr.acti ve. The asset~ war~- still there - a protec~od .· .. J . .'. , : ·._ 

'~'_';·~ ~;,_ . cov_e T' a . :ree.f_~- :~ iL'.beach, · _ e~p~ci.:ally th? sand b~a::~, . ease. ·of ·access · . .... ; ~.-.. -·:. _'~ 
··· .. - '- : f'ror:I t.he ·top- of th~ blufl ,-ant! pltmty. of roc~s .I or abalone to grow ' " . ~ 

en a:1d .for fish t.o hie~ under - !i!:Sh r.o soear :1nd otha:r- ·rich · marine .. ;~
life to l~ok at- ar1:i a ·,;rnck to scL·oungo.for ~ieces · .of'.-:~ ,·- .. · . ... ;_:- ·,_,;· _-,;": 

So:.!t.h of · th·~ Fort :~oss reei' th~re in 2. St.·.nk~n Rec:f, a:-d ·one . ·:. ·-_ .. · 
rock ~ thnusa:od . y~r<!s rrom shore c.:.t:ies 1..0 1:1itr:ir. eight. . ·to t.1.o.·e!~o · . ..,.· ··. <· .. : . 
.f";:et. fro:::1 t.h~ surfac~. C:1 a q14i~l:. dajo· on a let·; tide, yo~ car. look .. ~.,··:.:··, ": 
ol.lt. . . fro~ tl':~ s=:elf ro-:-.d C!n::! ~ee the s ·.·;ir·l (.U wa;.cr .as a · s;-iell 

', 
.. .. • ~"f . • .. • i t · .. .. • r·'" - · -- ·~ ,._tr ~ f'i- r t'l.. p.'13$e~ 0. ::'!" -.. .!e .!"l'lCV. • ..;..: 'LS C.:!..1.~eu .. ;.e ···O L ... t::re.: .:. ~o ...... , 0 .,e ue 

cu~. ~t-:::.1 s:~:;...oo::·.:r tt~t ;,:.t. it. ln the early mornir.; of :.:ay 25, 2.3~!0. 
The :J'J!n":!!:.} \-::tz a ;.3t. ~cl st\:!.ata::::-- i:1 t.!-.e ~:ur-e:~a t:-adQ - 225 feet · 

~ ..... - ~nrl ~~~ .r-e" \''···.llo r;,~ 1n.~ .. ·"-n t."'r•-:>• · cl.· · c.-. .... -~~ l· ·· •',.le · ·' or .lO .. ,;-_, .,::. .... ,..,.,::! ~ :... :-tJ.;..J~ • .J- : - -:..•"" V ·..&••- ·~·"• .j ~J a..;JJ .;,'-' : t;:",.. .,. , . ..,., "~ 

;::~rc!:. 17 • l9G3, wit:.h ·.:.!~ ~ \.:.~tt.al load o.f fr,~i.e:;ht. ~mJ pa5S~rl6~r~. · I~ 
,_.~~ 3-r:oth~!· cf thos~ cl~~r \-linc!y c!ayo with a d;o_.::.jjy .:5ca, so . t:he 
C:.ptain :et hi::s c~ur3-::: 'to ::o;; ·:..~w Lt!ach az rr:.uc!-. as ha could• .· 

' . . .. •• =-.; • ..,. 
.. •. • .. ! -

· . . .- ,. 
- . . , .. -- . . -• .::. ! 

... .. : . . :· · --:: ... . · . ~ ·. 
- • • . .. ,'!' - · • 

/ :.-:_ ::~ ~~~-~-. .- :<i~j~};t~\:i:· :~f .:~;:; .. _·: · . :{·.~· . 



--, ·· ~;:· ···; . · · .. ' -.':.:rr , . .•· .•. • ~~ .:·~::~· . : _,. ;~~~T· \~::~ -:.:_ ~~~?~ ~r~~· {i:: ;;: .~·_-· -· ~-· . · '\'.?\·::~.~rt·;.~·;~z, r~:~~;.: '::: . 
. ·•. .. ·~. . ~ . . ·· . . . ·: .. . . .. . _. .:;. . . . . . . . . ·.. ' • 

. · . ., . . - . . ._ . ·. ": .-: ~ ·:. :-: . -- .. ·. ·:. ~·:· . - .. ·-: ~ .. . ~- - - ~ . 

But, - - 1~ . plotting; .his · c·:O~se, he traced a· littl~· \:~~ far . _ - _ ::· -:~ :~~·- _: :t_·_ .~ ·\;·~ ·-:-. 
before ::n.:1rking _t.he turn to clear the rt!ont.erey Bend and tho · · -· ···: · __ --. .. ; 
Fort Ross . Reef" - ann _this brought him up . to the Monetery Rock, :·:_;-::_-._:.. __ _ -~-~ 
merely an • on ~he .chart wi~h n~ name sho':m. _ . . . . ·, · . ·. · ;. · : .. :. : ~ - · 

It w.as ··just abnut time fer su;:>per w~en the inevitable hap~ · . . __;.._ . 
pened, and the Pomcn£. hit t~e rock. Wit!l th~ ~lates opened, . -.'· .. : :.-:>~ 
wat.e.r was co:ni hg · i:l,- _so .. . the Cs.vtain had · the pumps startsd, a.nd . -. ·• - ~: ··: · ·. 
head~d I_or . fort Ross; !ntendin~ __ .to beach the stec:a.:rar _on the · sand_.-~. - -:-~·: ,,: __ 
beach. -~---~ - _ ; :- · ~ :.: ·· _ _. · ·.-.. .- .:: · ,~~ -~~ ·; ·. <. t ~~-- - -~- l· . .- . ' :-·· : ::- - --~:~ -~ .. -.. ~ :- ; . - --< ._ .. _·· -·-;_ ;~ :-;· --~·=-~ ~ -· ... -_ .. · ~~~-: :.: · - · :: ~~t'-:~_:J~:~~~:~~-: - 7_: · :~ ~ ~~-

. As t.he ship Ca~e up to the cove with six .fe~t . of . wa:ter in - - ~ : -- ·_/-'·.<_ . 
the ~old~ -~bowever, th~ Captain saw _t~e l~cding facilities in the • ~- ~~ 
no,rt..h cove, and tl"o log buoys riding in · t.be. s-w~l.l. To_. hi;n, these ~ .-~>- > 
":ere channel . buoys~ so · he c~a."lged course t.o head .bet'A'een the:n. . ·:~ :; _ < ~·; ; 
';his Leek hi.~ cirectly ovc:r ·tee N;ef runnl:cg out tc .the :~ooring · .. _- .,._ 
r-~-~k_. ;.. , ~kiz:dive; · frienc! of. ·mr:e once shc~ej -:ne ·a pa.c-cure .of the ~ · :_· 

· !!ot.c~ 1~ ·.:r..ac..e ir. t.he reck. · - - · · . 
·, T!!e · sr.eaoer st.:;.yed en U:e reef, ~ut evr·ryone zot a::ore. The 

1-.·o\a:r. an ,:.i chilcren s,,~.nt t::e riit:h~ in the h::use, r.-!:ile the :nen . 
c- -t~•·"'c. ' ~ ............. ,.,.., .s a '1--., • ...,t .. i--..-~ 1 .. •1-...e- ~~~ld ,, ... .,..OSS th~ r"'"'C' . be.. e.t.....:.~o ""' .... o. .. """""''.u ....,_,., .... ._ ., '""' 1;,.,. ~ ..... ~ .......... . • _ .-_..-'t-1. .... 

~.-hit.~la'..- c!id ~r.ali::lr.:-.rry salvac";e. 1'c.::n a co=p:~ny b0u5tt the . . 
r.--~ \- .,~ - .:. r-l -'r.-s ·· n·3 tr1~a· _.,.. fl,..~· -..c... ~n...; l ... "'ila 4 >: ''l"'_"',a '·• +-hen · .. ·.:;.. .1. c;.~,t=~"" -b·''-' ~ .... t.; ...,.., v~fw .... • - -~-~ u ........ - ""'.:: .... n '-' 

c;:.::1e 't~ck ;;nd · st.ri r~e:.! l:er, ev~n i:lastin6 :.o get at t.hi.c6s. The · · 
\...ull c'-~··hrl en.-\...:: r-::..r" tl."'l ••.;nt~•r ., .... . , .. ~:..- T".,l:'.,_:>~ - ..... ff in +-he .L.. ...... _.,l., •-j' _..,_ '-••....,. ~""... ~ :•..a.. " .. ) -••~ "a ;. ~.~ ,'V;.A~•--..,.. v V • 

first storm. There still pieces cf plzta sc~~tered aro~i;d on-the 
bc'...tc~, and a fc•:: ·portholes !:.ave been f:>-:.z...ytd. Or.e m;m even i'ound · 

. the Wi.list.le:, a . .r:u:::b~r · of ye<1r::> age. 

3o, th\;; -skir.c:.ivar3 ~.1ve useJ. t~e coVe! for ever t'i',-e:lty Y ·~ars • . :.· · 
If they i;et chase..i out, ar.~ tte fishin.~ 9~at.s ·- aft.~r ei~i:t.y years - · 
are not allo-r;ed to Cu:::!~ in, the St..;:te ? .srks ~eople ~ay ~!1cr. sue- · .. _.
ceed. in e-:lpn?..~iziug a. falsehooc - . tc o-.rit. J tha"t. Fort RoRS P.arbor "': . - . 
is n:ere:y a p::.eece!lt. bac~c!rop. • Eut z:o mat.ter wh2.t the ?arl':s people · : ~ ; ·, 
do, tb~ tru:t:.h abcl.!t t=.e. h3rbcr- re:r.ains - it -was the func::::nental · · · .. 
reason for.. the existence -of ?c-rt -F..oss to begin ·~w-ith.. . -· 

. • . . •• CI·'.· , . ~ •'!' . • : : ... . . ·-:- . • :: · ... : ·; · ~_:: ~·.' _<:.: .. ··.. . . . . . .. · - ~ 

· ~ _, ~./~·~: -~ -_-:,:;;~~%~ -~~:~::~~:::~"/f~·~~p?:~.;~~~~~~ : -\-~: .~_·:.,~~7,~{;~:-Z- ·; --~ -~; ·:r-\ ··-/>:~< · ·= -·-·:~-~>-- ,·.- -~_ :.; ::-~---~~:i~( -~~~~:;:- -·: --·. -· .·.t, - -~ '-:>. - ~-- -_ :~ 
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