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name of I.A. Kuskov. They represent a special interest for the
study of the early period of Russian-Indian contacts in
California. Analysis of the lists allow us to derive some notes
about the position of Indians in the population of Ross. The
following text is a short introduction or commentary to the
second part of this article, in which the information about
Indians contained in Kuskov’s lists, is systemized into a table.
Additionally, the author made four tables with statistical data
on the ethnic composition of the Ross population, based on
the Kuskov censuses. The reader should understand that the
censuses did not register the population outside the Russian
settlement (or settlements), so there is no direct information
from documents about inhabitants of Metini® and other In-
dian villages.

From the Tables 1,2, and 3, it is obvious that the California
Indians were a significant portion of the colony population.
The Indian male population was small, but at the same time,
Indian women accounted for more than half the entire female
population of Ross. Russian colonization was characterized
by the absence or rare presence of Russian women as well as
by the mass displacement of Aleuts and Eskimos (predomi-
nantly males) to areas of sea animal hunting. Under such
conditions, marriages or relations with Indian women and
their presence in the Russian settlement were prerequisites
for a normal life in the colony. Meanwhile, during the early
settlement period, there was little involvement of the Indians
in the Ross economy, which was based mainly upon the sea-
animal hunting by Eskimos. The development of agriculture,
demanding an Indian labor force, was more typical for later
periods, after Kuskov’s departure.

Almost all male Indians living in the settlement Ross were
convicts working for the Company as a punishment for
committing crimes against the colony (murder of Kodiaks
including “in the Great Bodiga and in Avacha River®,” killing
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of Russian horses, etc.). Some of them were sent to Sitka and
their further destiny is unknown. The only exception was an
Indian by the name of lik (#50), who voluntarily preferred to
live “atthe kitchen”. The mentioned incidents (murders, etc.)
are very interesting because the peaceful and friendly Rus-
sian-Indian relations, established during the time of Kuskov,
was confirmed in many documents.” The censuses show us a
more complicated and less idyllic picture, although they do
not change our general idea about Russian “Indian” policy.

It is interesting to note the almost complete non-existence
of pure (non-mixed) Indian families in Ross. The exception
was a Coast Miwok (from Bodega) Kap'pisha (#4), who was
serving his sentence on Ferlon (the Farallon Islands) together
with a Kashaya woman (from the vicinity of Ross) Vayamin
(#55). AsKiril Khlebnikov testified (1826), during the hunting
season on Farallon, there were 12 Aleuts and 6 Indians.? In
addition to the above mentioned Kap'pisha (#4) and Vayaniin
(#55), Kuskov’'s 1821 “List” showed three women “from the
vicinity of Ross” (Kashaya) as the Kodiak hunters” wives on
the Farallon Islands.

Russians, Creoles, Eskimos, and California Indians were
the basic components of the Ross population. The presence of
Alaska Indians (Tlingit and Tanaina), as well as the people of
Siberia (Yakuts) and of Polynesia (Hawaiians), had nosignifi-
cant importance on the ethnic profile of Ross, demonstrating
rather the vast geographical connections of the Russian
America.

Kuskov clearly distinguished three groups of California
Indians: “Bodegan” or “from the Great Bodega”; “from the
vidnity of Ross” and “from the Slavianka River.*” Behind
these names one guesses about the three ethnic unitsliving in
the area of Russian colonization: Coast Miwok, Kashaya or
Southwestern Pomo, and Southern Pomo. In these denomi-
nations, the geography obviously prevails over ethnography,




but we cannot forget that Kuskov, in his lists, always paid
close attention to the ethnic differences; it may also be as-
sumed that in determining the origin of Indian women,
Kuskov was able to note differences between the languages of
Kashaya, Southern Pomo, and Coast Miwok. In any case, we
have enough ethnogeographic data to affirm that the
“Bodegan” are Coast Miwok, “from the vicinity of Ross” are
Kashaya, and “from the Slavianka River” are either South
Pomo or Kashaya. The name “from the Slavianka River ”
could mean some part of Kashaya, whose territory included
the mouth of the Russian River (Slavianka).

Itis interesting to note that among the Indians in the List of
1820, there is a reference to “the Indian woman from the Cape
Barro-Dearena” (Point Arena) by the name Chupivat ‘miy (#66),
who apparently belonged to the Central Pomo, on whose
territory thisCapeissituated. Thereisalsoa woman, Tukul ‘bin
(#20), in the lists, whose origin is not mentioned, but she is
probably a Coast Miwok Indian judging by her name,
(“tukkuuli” - ‘horned owl’ in Bodega Miwok language).’®

The Russian “promyshlennyye',” the Kodiak sea hunters,
and the Indian women were the main Rossresidents. Kuskov’s
lists allow us to supplement our knowledge of Ross inhabit-
ants, particularly the status of Indian women.

Thesystem of administrative dependency which bound the
Company and its subordinated people — employees,
promyshlennyye, Kodiak hunters — has extended also to the
Indian women. Kuskov’s Register contains remarks written
after the names of Indian women who had departed from
Ross for one reason or another, saying “released” (or “al-
lowed”) “ to go to her native place.” These statements testify
eloquently about the administrative control which existed, at
least formally, over the Indian women. In the registers,
Kuskov called Indian women common-law (literally “collat-
eral” or “secondary”’) wives (pobochnaya zhena) or simply
“wives” when he writes about the Eskimo husbands, but
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prefers to use simply “woman” when herefers to the relations
with Russian promyshlennyye (“with him is a woman...”).

In this case, however, it does not indicate a different status,
but was a sign of a caution on part of Kuskov who probably
was not sure in the case of common-law marriages. Some
Russians may have had a legitimate wife in Russia and he
would wish to avoid any complications related to factual
bigamy in the colonies.

The denomination of “woman” is also used for the Kodiak
women living with the Russians and sometimes for the Indian
women living with the Kodiaks. In some cases (#64 and #65),
Kuskov prefers simply the word “girl”.

Therearemany cases of divorcein thelists. Intwo cases, the
Indian women “were released to go to their place” (Ichemen
Anis’ya (#23) and Poaymen(#37)) while their husbands joined,
in one case Kaskak Ivan, aCreole woman, and in another case,
A. Korenev, a Kodiak woman. The “girl” of Chugach
[thoshknak Maksim named Chubaya (#64) had lefther daugh-
ter (who wassent toSitka) and together with her son Aleksandr,
joined another man (name illegible); in the 1821 census the
Ithoshknak’s woman is listed as Bodegan Kuniy. In seven
cases (Chumamin (#21), Pokomin (#30), etc.) the Indian women
were abandoned by their husbands who departed for Sitka.
In such cases, the father evidently had a preference in decid-
ing the child’s fate. Either a child went to his father (in the case
of Agachpuchiye (#36)), or a daughter remained with her
mother to leave Ross, while the son departed with his father
(the case of Katyya (#45)).

After a husband’s death, the Indian women were “al-
lowed” to go to their homeland: in one case with the child
(Ayumin Mar'ya(#22)), and in another case (Kobbeya (#59)) the
child was left with the husband’s countryman and his Indian
wife. In several cases (Kilyoilok (#39), Libuy (#62)) wives
followed their husbands with children to Sitka. Comparing
the two censuses of 1820 and 1821, there were cases where a











































TABLE 5, continued:

The Indian Inhabitants of the Ross Sett|ement, 1820-21 (from Kuskov Censuses)

Name g )
# (transliteration Sex Origin Posifiion Children Census: date, further biography
and original)
Tsullua from the Wife of Kaskak Tuchin Ivan, a
63 Female | Slavianka | Kodiak from Ayahtalitskoe daughter Elena | June 1820.
Lynnya River village
Chubaya son Alexandr,
daughter
from the A “girl” of Ithoshknak Maksim, a Marfa. Marfa June 1820. Joined another man
64 Female Slavianka Chugach from Ch inikatskoe was sent to (name illegible) together with
Qy6an River village (See # 19) Sitka on the her son Alexandr
ship
“Golovnin”
Meyechiy from the A “girl” of Nikola y “Kinaets” (of June 1820. “Was allowed to go to
65 ) Female | Slavianka | Kenai) evidently fanaina Indian her native place”
Meauwit River (See # 69)
Chupivat 'miy “from the :
Cape Barro- | Woman of Tupuh;ts’lf‘k ’.a"g;’ ' sons Petrand | June 1820. In 1821 census only
66 Female Dearena Kodiak of Shashl:? S€0€, 1n the Timofei the children are mentioned.
YynusaTbMui (Central service of the Con'Pany
Pomo?)
Avdot'ya )
(Ovdot 'ya) Kolyuzh Woman (woman $€Tvant) of
O Kindria faniate (probably Maksim Polupez'eRt50v, Russian June 1820., October 1821.
Tlingit) romyshlennyi
(OB1OTHA) 5! R ‘o
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