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who have given generously to these parks. Board of directors from FRIA and FRC have
fundraised, organized events, overseen volunteers, spearheaded interpretation and restoration
projects, and offered substantial support to California State Parks across many decades.
These digitized newsletters capture the activities over the following historic periods:


Fort Ross Interpretive Association (FRIA): 1976 - 2012



Fort Ross Conservancy (FRC is the same legal entity as FRIA but the organization
changed its name): 2012 - present
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FORT ROSS NEWSLETTER

-

April 1, 1980

of the Fort Ross Interpretive Association
Annual Meeting - 7:30 p.m. - April 25th - El Rancho Tropicana, Green Hungarian ROOD
2200 Santa Rosa Avenue, Santa Rosa
Remember all meetings are open and members are urged to attend.
December 14. 1979 - Your new Chairman is Vladimir Schenk, Vice-Chairman, Bud lackey;
Recording Secretary, Mercedes Stafford and Corresponding Secretary, Florrie Milligan.
Fifty ballots were mailed in - electing Geimy Marrufo and Walt Schenk to the board* All
three cultures are represented on your board as the "Flow of History" concept at Fort Ross
mandates.
Moved, seconded and carried. Resolved: that the treasurer be directed to set aside
$10,000 and be authorized to disburse these funds as directed by the Executive Secretary, or
his designated alternate, for artifacts, contracts with artisans for reproductions, or
raw materials "to be madeTntodisplay' temiil^riiied-itrffmiishlttg the Officials' Barracks
and Kuskov House now being reconstructed at Fort Ross State Historic Park. These funds are
now in addition to the $1,000 already designated for opportunity purchase.
NOTE: This money was earnefHiy* wort Ross Interpretive Aasociation^ales counter and special
events.
Volunteers are now needed for the Book and Gift Shop. Speak up if you could work one day
a week, or even a month!
Did YOU ever yo shopping by coaaJtfteci? We did - ten men and women met in San Francisco at
the huge Gift Show and then Cost Plus. We surveyed every sample of brass, copper, basket
and wod! Then we voted! Honest -' it was great fun and the booty included copper basins,
tinned copper plates, pots, baskets, wooden boxes, glass bottles - many, many things to be
checked off the Officials' Barracks Want List. We'll show these all at the April 25th meeting. There we*11 also show you the items bought by catalogue and made to order by local
craftsmen. A handsome copper tea kettle and two cooking kettles have been donated by
Nora Barr.
Barbara Black's RffTrft ?**•"**rl** *•* Carol Fowler, Alice McKenzie, Jeannette Rosson, Robert
DeVee, William Penn Mott, Jr. and Renee Felciano. They met March 15th and sorted out areas
of interest - garden, furnishings and writing. They will be drawing up a Want List soon!
Take a Fort Ross Tour! One lovely spring day drive up the coast and see for yourself what's
new.
1. The north wall of th« Officials* Barracks is a good exhibit of fitting,together
a jig saw puzzle. They're framing windows now.
2. As you enter the Commandant's House (Rochev) you will see the handsome big copper
samovar that will go in the Officials' Barracks when it is completed.
3. The three very special Indian baskets we bought for exhibit are there. One is the
canoe shape with 28 quail feathers, made by Laura Somersall, as is one of her finest
thimble baskets made forty years ago. The third basket has the ant hill pattern* «ade
by Myrtle McKey Hurtado, basket maker niece of two of the best, Laura and Myrtle McKay.
Other baskets are at the counter for sale.
4. Your tour takes you out of the stockade, north of the eucalyptus trees where there is
an incredible revival of Princess Helena's Rose Garden, we honestly believe! Rosalie
Prosser discovered the relics and is nursing them back to health. Inside the sheltering picket fence to keep them company are two fine roses from "Roses of Yesterday and
Today." The Musk Rose and Damascus were donated by Alice McKenzie specifically for
Princess Helen's rose gardens She and John also brought hack seed from the Sitka rose
in Alaska. Rosalie has had them refrigerated and now is planting them. With net green—
thumb they just might grow! We'll keep you informed.

