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fundraised, organized events, overseen volunteers, spearheaded interpretation and restoration 

projects, and offered substantial support to California State Parks across many decades.  

These digitized newsletters capture the activities over the following historic periods: 

 Fort Ross Interpretive Association (FRIA): 1976 - 2012 

 Fort Ross Conservancy (FRC is the same legal entity as FRIA but the organization 

changed its name): 2012 - present 
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FORT ROSS INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER

MAY - JUNE

GEORGE WASHINGTON CALL, THE EARLY YEARS

George Washington Call was born near Painesville (Lake County), Ohio on March, 27
1829. His father was Asa Call, Jr. and his mother Mary Metcalf; both of his parents
had ancestors who had arrived in the Massachusetts area in the mid-1600s. George was
the sixth of eight children, having five brothers and two sisters. In 1833, his
father died, and two years later, in February 1835, his mother married James Mahlin.
When George was 14 years old, his step-father forced him to leave home, as he did for
all of his step-sons. From tl\at time on George was on his own.

After he left home, George worked at a number of jobs, moving around in Indiana and
Illinois. He clerked, drove cattle, rafted lumber, and chopped steamboat lumber. In
the Fall of 1850, he went to St. Louis and attempted to join a party that was to work
for 100 days on the Panama railroad in paynsnt lor passage to California.
Fortunately, George arrived too late—fortu,>att because there was tremendous mortality
as a result of disease for those who attempted this approach to get te California. So
he returned to Illinois, and started a wood yard to sell wood to ste^ iboats. In 1851,
he also taught geography in evening schools. It was apparently during these times
that he took on the name 'Illinois George1.

In the Fall of 1851, George went to St. Joseph, Missouri in preparation of obtaining
overland passage to California. While waiting, he struck a deal with a Kickapoo
Indian Chief to cut fence posts on Indian land, raft them to St. Joseph, sell them,
and then give the Chief one-third of the receipts. Then, in the Spring of 1852 at the
age of 23, he joined a large overland party made up by Martin Pomeroy and Company that
was heading for California. George worked his passage with a drove of about 600 head
of cattle, one of three droves in the party. His main job was to hitch up six yolk of
wild steers and, with the help of an assistant, drive the team to California; he also
did some hunting for the party and was involved in some minor skirmishes with Indians.
When he arrived in California in early August 1852 at about where the town of Quincy
is now, his "capital", besides his gun, pistol, one spare woolen shirt, and one pair
of blankets, was one dollar.

George immediately went to the mines, but he never expected to make much money there.
As it was, he saved about $300 in just over a year, and he then travelled around
trying to find a ranch claim in the mountain valleys. In the Fall of 1853, he left
the mining area altogether, travelling around for six weeks before finally settling in
the Humboldt Bay area on November 15&&. Between that date and mid-February of the
next year, he made over $1,000 in the logging business, always keeping his eye out for
a good ranch claim. He described himself at that time as sporting a pair of
reddish-whitish whiskers, still having his crooked back, weighing 172 pounds, and
asking no odds of any man that didn't like him. It was at this time that he admitted
to having a new nickname—'The Mountain Rat'.
















