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Fort Ross and Salt Point parks have benefited greatly from many dedicated volunteers and staff 

who have given generously to these parks. Board of directors from FRIA and FRC have 

fundraised, organized events, overseen volunteers, spearheaded interpretation and restoration 

projects, and offered substantial support to California State Parks across many decades.  

These digitized newsletters capture the activities over the following historic periods: 

 Fort Ross Interpretive Association (FRIA): 1976 - 2012 

 Fort Ross Conservancy (FRC is the same legal entity as FRIA but the organization 

changed its name): 2012 - present 

 

Fort Ross Conservancy (FRC) asks that you acknowledge FRC as the source of the content; if you 

use material from FRC online, we request that you link directly to the URL provided. If you use 

the content offline, we ask that you credit the source as follows: “Courtesy of Fort Ross 

Conservancy, www.fortross.org.”  

 

 

Fort Ross Conservancy, a 501(c)(3) and California State Park cooperating association, connects 

people to the history and beauty of Fort Ross and Salt Point State Parks.  © Fort Ross 

Conservancy, 19005 Coast Highway One, Jenner, CA 95450, 707-847-3437 www.fortross.org 
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RUSSIAN AMERICA:
THE FORGOTTEN FRONTIER

An Exhibition on the time when
American History was Russian and
Russian History was American

THE OAKLAND MUSEUM
GREAT HALL HIGH BAY

OCTOBER 26, 1991 -JANUARY 5, 1992

FORT ROSS
INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER, 1991

Mikhail T. fidhonov's wofercolor, "Vallazar, an
Inhobifanl of Northern Coliforn/o * (1818j, shows fhe
youfh in profile and fall-lace. (Collection of the Scientific
Research Museum of the Academy of Arts, U.S.S.RJ

This exciting exhibition traces the history of Russia's late 18th and early 19th
century exploration and settlement of North America. Explore the impact of
Russian traders and Aleut hunters on the sea otter trade. Discover Russian
settlements from Fort Ross to Silka. See Aleut baidarkas (kayaks), Alexander
Baranov's armor, Orthodox church icons, Vitus Bering's log hook and
delicate watcrcolors by Russian artist and explorer M.T. Tikhanov.

We would like to thank FRIA members who attended the opening of RUSSIAN AMERICA:
THE FORGOTTEN FRONTIER as volunteer costumed interpreters; DAN HURLEY, BILL WALTON,
JOHN MIDDLETON, DAVID WILLSON, LYN KALANI, ROBIN JOY, NANCY WALTON, NAOMI FUCHS,
DAVID KENLY, FRIEDA TOMLIN, KAYE TOMLIN, JOHN SALICO, DOREEN MENNELL, BILL MENNELL,
WENDY PLATT, CAERLEON SAFFORD, 'TROY DUNHAM, TODD SCHNELKER, EILEEN DE 'DIGS, RICHARD
BRADLEY, SARA GOULD GINESI, JUDY JOHNSON. We would also like to thank the Oakland
Museum for inviting us to attend the opening. We appreciate the opportunity to
expand our knowledge of Russian America and to view important artifacts and original
art of the period. WE URGE ALL FRIA MEMBERS TO VISIT THIS EXHIBIT!
















