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This issue of the Newsletter is dedicated to KAYE TOMLIN who passed
away from us unexpectedly on Thursday, February 6, 1992. It is a
celebration of his many contributions to Fort Ross State Historic
Park.

There will be a MEMORIAL for Kaye on Sunday, April 5, 1992 at 2:00
P.M. at the San Mateo Unitarian Church. The church is located at
300 Santa Inez in San Mateo. All of Kaye'’s friends are welcome.

For those who would like to make a contribution, the family prefers
that donations be made to the FUND FOR RESTORATION AND
INTERPRETATION OF THE CALL RANCH HOUSE, Fort Ross Interpretive
Association, 19005 Coast Highway 1, Jenner, CA 95450.

The death of Kaye Tomlin deprives the Fort Ross Interpretive
Association of the services of one of its most important and
effective members as well as reducing still farther the number of
living direct descendants of G.W.Call. In addition to the personal
sorrow felt by those of us who knew and worked with Kaye, his
passing leaves a vacuum for the FRIA which will be difficult to
£ill.

For those of you who did not have the good fortune to know
Kaye, he was an enormously likeable, towering figure of a man who
never took himself too seriously, was almost always cheerful, and
was never too busy to chat refreshingly with an acquaintance or
with those he had just met. He was incredibly willing to share his
abundant energy and his sizeable fund of knowledge about the call
family, about Fort Ross itself, and about the territory which he
had known and loved since boyhood. '

He will be genuinely missed by the writer and, I believe, by
everyone who knew him. Mose Hallett
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6 FEBRUARY, 1992

6 February 1992 - So many times in the past I have sat down to
this typewriter and written a letter to Kaye Tomlin. But today, I
am writing a letter about him. For many days now, we who have loved
him have been forced to wait to hear the dreaded news that he had
departed from us. Our hearts have gone out to his family in their
time of trial. Their courage was evident as they gathered for a
final farewell to their dear husband and father. How helpless we
have all felt. I am so far away, but 1 felt somehow close to my
family in their time of sorrow.

Kaye was a young, vital man who died before his time. But let
us not just think of the number of years that he lived, because it
is wrong to judge the length of a man’s life by years. We should
instead judge the length of his life by his deeds, his virtue, his
impact on others’ lives and by the many other good qualities which
Kaye possessed. We can ask why God would take such a good man
after such a short time with us. And God might answer that because
he was so perfect and untarnished, he was taken before life could
spoil and corrupt him.

He was part of the old west, because he chose to be. He read
and learned about the west that was before he was born. He listened
to the stories about the old west. He was a part of the old west

during the summers he spent at Fort Ross. He was a part of the old
west by preserving it for future generation, the many papers and
pictures that would have been lost without his caring mind and
hand. The world was changing fast as Kaye grew and learned, but he
remained untouched by the rush and thoughtlessness of these
changes. In early January, I dedicated a part of my "Book of
Memories", which I am writing for my grandchildren, to Kaye. I
will share my thoughts and writings with you.

"Kaye is many things to me: the salt sea breeze, the sound the
cypress makes in the wind, my great-grandmother’'s garden, fresh
abalone, wild sea birds on the wing, sailing ships, pepper trees,

Gravenstein apples, the children’'s forest, the great earthquake,
Sea Ranch, family ties...Also remembered is the tall, sensitive,
thoughtful youth of my childhood. Dark touseled hair, he was like
a beautiful, rare lily growing in the Redwood Forest...Thank you
for binding the family together with your love, your letters, and
your writings. So much would have been loslL without you."

He will never be far from you. And when you least expect it,

you will feel his loving touch when the wind blows, you will hear

his voice in the trees and his rich laughter will be in the

sunlight. We share in your grief. We also celebrate his life.
Sincerely, Anna Pearce Hawkins, Fairfax County, Virginia




IN MEMORY OF KAYE

My thoughts of Kaye begin way back when he was five or six yvears
old. At that time my Aunt Emma Call and her brother, Uncle Carlos
Call, lived in the ranch house at Fort Ross. Carlos ran the sheep
ranch.

In the summers and at Easter vacation Kaye, with his brother Jack,
would come to Fort Ross with their Mother and Grandmother, their
Grandmother being a sister to Carlos and Emma. Living near Fort
Ross, my Mother, my sister and myself spent many days visiting with
the family. So I remember Kaye and Jackie growing up at Fort Ross.
Jackie and Kaye were always together, so we alwavs referred to them
as such, Jackie and Kaye. They were always investigating
something, and going somewhere on the ranch. They always left the
house in a run, as if they were going to miss something that was
going on. Sometimes it was to the Sandy Beach or the Rocky Beach,
the prune orchard or up Fort Ross Creek. They would go with Uncle
Carlos to check sheep, into the pick-up along with the dogs Trixie
and Axle, and off to do some work on the ranch. There was wood to
get in for winter, sheep to feed, sheep to get into the corrals.
There were also times, as they got big enough, when they could go
fishing with Uncle Carlos out in one of his boats. There was the
launch the Chinook, and later the big boat, the Ranger.

Kaye's interest in history began early, just by hearing the stories
as we sat around the dinner table, by seeing the buildings around
Fort Ross and hearing of the events of them, the hotel, the
slaughter house, the blacksmith shop, and so on. Then came the
time when John McKenzie came as the State Park Ranger, and the boys
would find early day artifacts and take them to show to John. At
this time Kaye was unknowingly being drenched with local history.
When any neighbors or friends stopped by, they were always invited
to dinner. At this time dinner was the noon meal. While the meal
was going on, many stories of old times were retold. One friend,
Lee Williams, whose family owned the little ranch north of the Fort
from Kohlmer Gulch to the Timber Cove Line, was a very comical
fellow and kept the boys and everyone else laughing.

Kaye loved to hunt deer, and for a long time killed his buck every
vyear. He killed his first deer here at my Mother's ranch, and he
and I packed it out of the canyon on my saddle horse. He also
helped his Uncle Carlos in the summer, along with his brother, when
alfalfa hay was put through a hammermill, mixed with molasses, and
blown into the barns for winter feed for the sheep. When P.G.&E.
first came into this area in the mid fifties, Kaye and Jack were
big enough then to get a job with them, and worked at clearing the
right of way. At that time they camped all summer up near the
Picnic Grounds, in the redwoods.

Always it was back to Fort Ross. So when Kaye and Frieda married
it was the same, the visits to Fort Ross continued. His deep love
for the place and the family, and the history of the coast showed
in the extensive work he put in on the rewriting of the book on the
history of Fort Ross. Who else would think of measuring the large
eucalyptus tree and having it registered in the large tree
registry. He recently put in much time on facts and pictures of
the old dairy barn. His desire to save this barn with its old
redwood framing, and other buildings of the same era in the ranch
complex, was so intense that he phoned me from his hospital bed to
discuss this project.

You gave us the desire, the knowledge and the enthusiasm to
continue with your work. Barbara Black



A MAN NAMED KAYE

It was a constant testimony to his abiding sense of humor and playfulness
that F. Kaye Tomlin dealt with gender confusion over his seemingly feminine
name. When explaining how the name derived from a change in a family surname,
Kaye had a perfect entrée into his favorite subject, his life-long love of the
history of Fort Ross. When it came to discussing Fort Ross, a term like
prolific was inadequate; samething more like Tsunami seems appropriate. To
be a correspondent with Kaye meant sending out an off-hand observation or
comment and receiving thick envelopes of tidbits and treasures in return.
These covered every aspect of the lives and characters associated with this
special place on the Sonama Coast. Characters, especially, were a fascination
to Kaye. His intense interest in the ever-changing human kaleidoscope that
ebbed and flowed through the history of Métini--Selenie Ross--Muniz
Rancho--Dixon & Fairfax Lumber Mill--call Ranch--Fort Ross SHP was highly
infectious. On the all too rare occasions that we would get together, in
person or by phone, the talk would be wide-ranging, the ideas stimulating.

Our cammon frustration was that there never seemed quite enough time. Each
new revelation or cament from one would call up an excited response. Kaye
was a consummate story-teller, but he also had the patience to sift through
archives to document his information. Whereas he started by quoting often his
late uncle Carlos Call and other old-timers, he ended by being a major source
in his own right.

Though he had a personal interest and connection in the century of cCall
Family residence, he qould be just as interested in knowing about the Kashaya
people, the Benitz Family with their far-flung descendants and even obscure
characters like James Dixon, the lumber mill operator from 1867-1873. On my
last sighting of Kaye he was in the guise of an imposing promyshlennik in a
white outfit, breathing life into the opening of the Oakland Museum exhibit.
That image of robust health made it even harder to imagine his passing, but it
is one that I am glad to have to hold onto. Although the image of a Cossack
named Kaye may have struck some as odd, can any of his friends and acquaint-
ances imagine him going through life as Fred?

Kaye is no longer with us, but he has left behind a truly monumental
legacy of humanistic research commmicated far and wide. He stands in the
good corpany of numerous others who have been smitten by Fort Ross. With the
exception of John McKenzie, few others have spread their net so wide to touch
on all periods of its occupation. He really immersed himself in the flow of

history of the place and has now passed into that flow. by Glenn Farris




ALWAYS THOROUGH RESEARCH AND THOUGHTFUL DELIVERY

In going through folders and files of FRIA papers recently, I found
myself very often coming across copies of articles pertaining to
the Russian period sent to me by Kaye Tomlin. Immediately
recognizable by the little yellow stick-up notes attached to them
that invariably said "John, I thoughl this might be of interest to
you", they contained a wealth of information about the Russians,
not only at Fort Ross, but in California, Alaska, and unbelievably,
in Russia. The information ranged from government reports to
accounts of Russian ship’s officers vaccinating the inhabitants of
Monterey in the 1820°'s. Kaye's research has helped the costume
committee in their choices of appropriate outfits, and a color copy
of the original Russian-American Flag of 1806, unavailable anywhere
else, was supplied by the Chairman of the Ranch Committee. Kaye
Tomlin served, and should continue to serve, as an example of the
type of FRIA member we should try to be. He was involved in every
aspect of FRIA activity, and I dearly hope he will not solely be
remembered for his involvement with the ranch period. From editing
to volunteer interpretation, Kaye was there to contribute his
always thorough research and thoughtful delivery. A fine teacher
in the best sense, it is my very deep regret that I did not know
him long enough to be a good student. John Middleton, Chairman,
Russian Committee

KAYE WITH FRIEDA AND
SVETLANA G. FEDOROVA OF THE
INSTITUTE OF ETHNOGRAPHY,
ACADEMY OF SCIENCE, RUSSIA
WHEN SHE VISITED ROSS, 1988

KAY AT LIVING HISTORY DAY 1991 (RIGHT) b/



MANY JOYFUL DAYS

On June 4, 1873, George Washington Call purchased 2,500 acres of
land north of the Russian River. The land belonged to John Dixon
and Ada Fairfax and included what was left of the Russian
settlement from the early 1800’'s. Call was a successful
businessman from Ohio who had been searching for ranch land in
Northern California. He had recently come from Chile, where he had
business interests. He came with his Chilean wife Mercedes and
their three young children. At Ross, Call found the perfect
environment for which he had been looking, a place to peacefully
raise his family. ’ :

When the Calls arrived they found many of the old Russian buildings
still intact. Some were in better shape than others, and with some
hard work, the Rotchev house, the home of the final Russian
American Company manager, was made comfortable and liveable. This
hewn log structure became the family residence until 1878. It was
within these historic walls that two more Call children were born.
Undoubtedly, as the children grew, all of the old Russian buildings
became locations for fun and games and fantasy. So generations of
Calls lived at or visited the paskYral site now known as the Call
Ranch, and became instilled with a sense for this location’s unique
place in the history of the west.

One of those decendants, Kaye Tomlin, who spent many joyful days on
the ranch and who bore a striking resemblance to old "G.w."
himself, passed away this week. Kaye was a tireless researcher and
chronicler of Western Sonoma County, and he was often seen at Fort
Ross over the years with his wife Frieda. FEven when at his home in
San Mateo County, his heart was here at Ross as his spirit is here
now. We will all miss him.

Daniel F. Murley
State Park Ranger
Fort Ross State Historic Park

GEORGE W. CALL 1906
BY THE EARTHQUAKE TREE




TRAILS

The entire text of Kaye Tomlin's proposal for the development of trails at Fort
Ross State Historic Park is included in this newsletter, not only to illustrate
the scope of Kaye's volunteer contributions, but also with the hope that others

will be inspired to carry on with this very important concept. Editor

To: Fort Ross Interpretive Association, Inc.
From: Kaye Tomlin
Date: 12 December 1991

Subject: A Proposal to Develop a Plan for the Development of Interpretation of Features at Fort
Ross State Historic Park that are Outside of the Zone of Primary Cultural Interest, With
Special Consideration for the Natural History and the Development of Trails

BACKGROUND

When I was appointed to the now defunct Fort Ross Citizens Advisory Committee (FRCAC)
some fifteen years ago, I did so in order to assist the development of the interpretation of the
natural history at Fort Ross State Historic Park. One way to accomplish this purpose, I thought,
would be to develop a series of trails that would have multiple purposes--to provide visitors with:
(1) a sense of the interesting natural history and outstanding natural features of the area, (2)
information on some of the historical features of the Park that are outside of the Zone of Primary
Cultural Interest, tying these sites to the the natural history, where possible, (3) opportunities to
see some of the wonderful scenic spots in the park, and (4) access to day picnic areas.

Believe it or not, but I got sidetracked along the way, concentrating most of my efforts
working for the interpretation of the Russian Era! Worse than that, there has been virtually no
progress toward implementing the natural history and trails portions of the General Development
Plan (GDP) for the Park. On top of this situation, the GDP, that projects are required to follow,
does not address parts of the recently acquired Park land. Admittedly, natural history is a
"secondary theme" at Fort Ross, but there have been opportunities that could have been taken
advantage of in the past, and FRCAC and the Fort Ross Interpretive Association (FRIA) were not
consulted and did not/have not stepped forward to suggest direction. For instance, steps could
have been taken long ago to have trails and interpretation of natural history at Fort Ross included in
California Department of Parks and Recreation (CDPR) long-range budgets and in various State
bond acts.

Recognizing the current fiscal and personnel constraints facing the CDPR will make it difficult
to make any progress in such an endeavor, I nevertheless believe there are actions that both FRIA
and CDPR can take to get this interpretive aspect started to be addressed.

One important thing to recognize at the onset is that the GDP, which was completed in
February 1976, addressed a proposed park area that was significantly smaller than what is now
available. Further, most of the newly acquired area was not acquired specifically for use in
interpreting historical or natural history aspects of Fort Ross, but is to primarily protect the "view
shed" and to provide an area for maintenance facilities, ranger residences, and an administration
center. However, within the new acquisition area, and to some extent in the older Park area, there
are features significant to Fort Ross history that have not been truly considered for development by
the CDPR. I believe it is time this situation be addressed.

One of my major criticisms of the GDP is that there was little effort made during the plan
development, for probably good reason, to find out what the resources outside of the fort area
were--both natural and historical. I therefore believe that one of the first steps needed to initiate
any actions for future Park development for these aspects must be aimed at developing an updated
plan, whether or not such a plan will become an official part of the GDP. Following is a
discussion of a possible framework to help get a process initiated.
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NEXT FRIA BOARD MEETING SATURDAY APRIL 11, 1992

FRIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VIOLET CHAPPELL

GLORIA FROST, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
DAVID KENLY

MOLLY LEE

NICHOLAS LEE, RECORDING SECRETARY
KENT LIGHTFOOT

JOHN MIDDLETON, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
JEANNETTE ROSSON

JOHN SPERRY

FRIEDA TOMLIN, PRESIDENT

DAVID WILLSON

ELIZABETH SIDOROV

NANCY WALTON, VICE PRESIDENT

FRIA STAFF

WENDY PLATT, TREASURER (CONSULTANT)
LYN KALANI, BOOKSTORE MANAGER, NEWSLETTER EDITOR,
SEMINAR COORDINATOR, ADMINISTRATION
LAKE PERRY, BOOKSTORE SALES AND MAIL ORDERS,
MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANCE
DENISE ABBOTT, BOOKSTORE SALES, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
JACI AND MOSES HALLETT, BOOKSTORE ASSISTANCE (VOLUNTEER)
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