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Fort Ross and Salt Point parks have benefited greatly from many dedicated volunteers and staff
who have given generously to these parks. Board of directors from FRIA and FRC have
fundraised, organized events, overseen volunteers, spearheaded interpretation and restoration
projects, and offered substantial support to California State Parks across many decades.
These digitized newsletters capture the activities over the following historic periods:


Fort Ross Interpretive Association (FRIA): 1976 - 2012



Fort Ross Conservancy (FRC is the same legal entity as FRIA but the organization
changed its name): 2012 - present

Fort Ross Conservancy (FRC) asks that you acknowledge FRC as the source of the content; if you
use material from FRC online, we request that you link directly to the URL provided. If you use
the content offline, we ask that you credit the source as follows: “Courtesy of Fort Ross
Conservancy, www.fortross.org.”

Fort Ross Conservancy, a 501(c)(3) and California State Park cooperating association, connects
people to the history and beauty of Fort Ross and Salt Point State Parks. © Fort Ross
Conservancy, 19005 Coast Highway One, Jenner, CA 95450, 707-847-3437 www.fortross.org

FORT Ross INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATION
September - October, 1995 Newsletter
VISIT FOR T ROSS STA TE HISTORIC PARK THIS FALL !
Visit Fort Ross State Historic Park this fall when the coastal climate is at its best! The park wil
remain open and easily accessible despite the construction work which will close Highway
One for several months north of Jenner between Meyer's Grade and Fort Ross. The
Highway One detour along the ridge above the coast has been repaved in anticipation of the
detour, and it is a beautiful drive! Follow the detour via Meyer's Grade, Seaview and Timber
Cove Roads. Turn left (south) when you reach Highway One at the base of Timber Cove Road
Fort Ross is only two miles from the end of the detour. Highway One will be open to the Reef
Campground south of Fort Ross.
The park includes over 3,000 acres of the most beautiful land along the California coast. It is the
site of a bit of unique California history. In 1812 the Russian-American Company, a commercial
hunting and trading company chartered by the tsarist government, established Fort Ross as the
most southern settlement in Russian America. They inhabited the colony until 1841 conducting
business and ranching the land to grow food for company's Alaskan colonies.
The history of
Fort Ross is a unique blend of diverse cultural groups. These groups include the Kashaya Porno
[ndians, Russians and the Aleutian and Kodiak islanders who accompanied them as hunters and
laborers. You can visit the stockade, blockhouses and several buildings that have been
reconstructed after destruction by fire or earthquake. One original building remains from the
Russian era. You can learn about life in the isolated Russian colony. There are exhibits in many
of the buildings as well as in the Visitor Center which includes a museum and museum bookstore.
Presentations about the history of Fort Ross and Russian America are given at 12:00 and 2:00 in
the stockade.
We encourage visitors to visit the museum bookstore in the Fort Ross Visitor Center. There is an
xcellent extensive collection of books on the cultural and natural history of California and the
natural, Indian, Russian and American history of Fort Ross, along with educational books on
hese subjects for teachers and students. Gift items which reflect the Russian and diverse cultural
nfluences at Fort Ross are also featured in the store. This bookstore is supported by the Fort
Ross Interpretive Association, a nonprofit California State Park Cooperating Association. You
can help support your state parks—the proceeds from sales in the store help support activities at
rt Ross.
For more information call Fort Ross at 707-847-3286 and 707 847-3437.

