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Co11111on Name 

Cal ifonria' wax-ntYrtl e 
Forget-me-not 
Sand jointweed 
California bee plant 
Frankenia 
Hornwort 
Hedge-nettle 
Chamisso's hedge nettle 
Verba buena 

. Wall-flower 
California broom-rape 
Pondweed 
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Wood-strawberry 
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California blackberry 
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Marsh-St. John's wort 
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California sagebrush 
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Seaside daisy 
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Jaumea 
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Dune-tansy 
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Mallow-leafed phacelia 
Arrow-grass 
Willow-leafed dock 
Water smartweed 
Creek dogwood 
Speedwell 
Sticky monkey-flower 
Indian paintbrush 
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Coast live oak 
Water-plant 
Marsh pennywort 
Cow clover 
Oeerweed 
Lotus 
Locoweed 
Giant vetch 
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C0111non Name 

Silene verecunda Silene 
Plantago maritima Seaside plantain 
Potentilla pacifica Silverweed 
Fragaria chiloensis Beach strawberry 
Photinia arbutifolia Toyon 
Baccharis pilularis Coyote-brush 
Baccharis douglasii Saltmarsh coyote-brush 
Achillea borealis Yarrow 
Anaphalis margaritacea Pearly-everlasting 
Gnaphalium palustre Cudweed 
G. californicum Cudweed 
G. chilense Cudweed (hybrid) 
Grindelia maritima Seaside gumplant 
Solidago spathulata Golden-rod 
Solidago occidentalis Golden-rod 
Solidago elongata Golden-rod 
Solidago californica California golden-rod 
Wyethia angustifolia Wyethia 
Viola adunca Blue violet 
~riophyllum exalbescens MYriophyllum 
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Septetlber 4. 1984 

Mr. ~e T•l fn. Chafrun 
Advfsor,y Committee of Fort Ross 
2259 Cobblehfll Place 
San Mateo. CA 94402 

Dear K-.Ye: 

In response to your letter. •flora and Founa,• named for Russians 
who were active and vfsfted Russfan-Amerfca and Calffornfa. I want 
to add uny 110re noes. Thf s tfme I will strictly adhere to the 
botanical collections of Eschscholtz and Ch .. fsso who both vfsfted 
California at the beginning of the 19th centur,y. Both were members 
of Russian scientific expeditions. They acc0111panfed Captain Kotzbu _,..~~....,....­
during hfs voyages aboard the shfps Rurfk and Enterprfs;ng. 

Both scientists. Eschscholtz and Ch .. isso, collected a total of 82 
California plants, •any of which were near the Presidio of San 
Frantisco. Some were found by Eschscholtz fn the vicinity of Fort 
Ross in October 1824. --

Ch•fsso, a Frenctaan by birth, fs well known as a poet and wrfter, 
and when he was 34 years old, he selected his second career--botany. 
He was a self-taught botanist. Cha•isso's French f .. fly •igrated to 
Ger.any during the French revolution. Johann Friedrich Eschscholtz 
was a professor at Dorpat University, Estonia, Russia. 

Chufsso. after hfs first trip on the Rurfk. returned to Ger~~any and 
beca~~e the heid of Herbarna fn Berlin. 

J. F. Eschscholtz (he was called Ivan Fredrikhovfch by Russian 
sailors) ude a second trip (1823-1826.). •;.,~vhfs;-;.:f.::.tif i:l~t+:~~+i~~ 
the Russian Expedition under Captain n 1 • sf -....--r 

for four to six d-.Ys whfle stud.Ying l~flora and fauna. 
it 

On the ffrst Russian Expedition (1815- ), 69 species were 
gathered and fdentiffed. On the second expedition, Eschscholtz 
na.ed 13 species. According to Alice Eastwood's article. •Botanical 
Collection of Chamfsso and Eschscholtz fn California,• the following 
species were collected by Eschscholtz. 



Mr. K-.ye T•1 fn 
Page Two 
Septellber 4, 1984 

Eschscholtz's Species: 

1. Buckthorn Cnnothus ttwrsfflorus California 1 flac 
2. Rha.nus ca11fornfca California coffeeberry 
3. Buckwheat Erfogon• latifolf• Buckwheat 
4. Four o'clock Abronfa latffolfa Yellow sand-verbena 
5. Frankenia Frankenfa grandifolia Frankenia 
6. Honeysuckle Lonicera ledebourii Twinber 
7. Nightshade Solan• u.be11ifer• g ts 1 
8. Phlox &i1ia ctaa.isson1s Ch•isso'·s gilia 
9. lavarretia squarrosa Stunkweed 

10. Pea Lupinus c~issonis Chamisso's sand-lupine 
11. Lupinus arboreus Yellow bush-lupine 
12. Saxifrage Ribes .. lvace• Wild currant 
13. Spurge Croton calffornicus Sand-croton 

a~c.~;s~ttl\4._ (45!~".-c!) 
Our,talffornia golden poppy (Eschscholtz talffornfa)--a state flower--was 
named by Chamisso in honor of his -colleague, Eschscholtz. 

The activities of Prof. Eschscho1tz as a tireless collector of botanical plant 
species left a huge collection in St. Petersburg's Acadei\Y and the Dorpat 
University which was ver.y highly valued by hfs contemporaries. As I have 
mentioned before, Chamisso named the California poppy in his honor and also 
other species: 

Cl~tonfaJ!schscholtzii Ch ... 
Hfppurfs ischscholtzff Cham. 
Listera 1schscholtzii Cham. 
Saxifraga ,tschscholtzii Ch•. 

Also other botanists in Eschscholtz' honor na.ed a dozen new species of plants: 

Aphra,.u~)tschscholtzii Andrfz. 
Arabis ~s~cs holtzii Andr. 
Ranunculus schscholtzii Schlecht. 
Stellaria schscholtzii Fzl. 

This was certified by Dr. Tatiana Lukfna, a .ember of the Institute of Natural 
Sciences, AcadellY of the U.S.S.R. 

Eschscholtz dedicated two species in honor qf hfs teacher (Lonigera Ledeburi1) 
and in honor of hfs colleague Ch .. isso (Lu~nus Cha•issonis) in hfs botanical 
discovery. It is interesting to point out that when he safled on the Rurik 
with artist Ludwig Chorfs, he f-.ortalfzed and n.,.d the orchid (Habenaria 
Horfsiane) in hfs honor. 

" 'd'' ~ 



Mr~ Kaye T•lfn 
Page Three 
Septerlber 4, 1M4 

Collected plants by Eschscholtz tn North Allerica, KUIChatka, Alaska and shores 
of Bertng Strait were classified by Chatsso in Berlin, by Professor Mayer in 
St. Petersburg, and also by three other botanists fro11 Dorpat University 
Estonia. In total Eschscholtz collected 15,000 plants, uny acquired by the 
St. Petersburg botanical gardens. 

J. F. Eschscholtz, who participated in two Russian expeditions as a scientist, 
had a short life; born in 1793 and died in 1831. During his 38 years, he 
devoted 16 years to science. He spent six years on two voyages and the 
rauining ten years was devoted to interpretation of collected utertals. By 
education he was-a Doctor of Medicine and ltterally in the sae 'year he 
ca.pleted his M.D •• he began his voyage. · He delivered rich zoological and 
botanical uterials and did succeed in collecting 110re than others doing 
st•flar work. He also observed the life of enslaved black people in Brazil 
and enslaved California Indians. During his voyage to the islands of the 
Pacific, he ~nstrated to the natives useful agricultural plants to be used 
for food. During his second voyage he observed and also collected about 2,400 
var~eties of ani•ls. 

The state of California manuals do not give due respect to the I~erial Russian 
scientific expedition in California at the beginning of the 19th centur,y. 
J. F. Eschscholtz and Ch .. isso under the Russian flag and with the financial 
support of the expedition by Count Nikolay Rumintsov-cou1a not get proper 
recognition to the flora and fauna of California and to the world fn general. 

I am f .. flfar ~th your flora and fauna list. I found the na.e of the 
Bombardier beetle--Brachfnus tschernikki--ver,y interesting and new to .e. I 
think it was n-d tn honor of a famous Russian agrone~~tst, Chernykh, who 
lfved at Fort Ross and vicinity for ten years. He ts the one who first 
established a .eteorologtcal station at Fort Ross, recording daily . 
temperatures fro. 1837-1840. This data and barometrical pressures exist today 
and are valuable for cli .. tologtsts as the first data before the American 
annexation of California. 

Sf~71~ I ~ ... ~ 
IYlrha-1~ 7 z_ ~ 

Nf cho las I. Rot i t1 ansley, Professor of Rus i History (Ellert tus) 
Melllber of Board of Dt rec rs 
Advisory and Interpretive ssoctatton 
of Fort Ross, California 

wpc 

P.S. I have no sources frca your letter. 
Please see enclosure on Chamfsso's Species. 
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Stachys chamitiOnis 
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Erysimum franciscanum 
Orobanche californica 
Potamogeton americanus 
Eschscholzia californica 
Fragaria californica 
Potentilla californica 
Rosa californica 
Rubus ursinus 
Rubus vitifolius 
Hypericum anagalloides 
Agoseris apargioides 
Ambrosia chamissonis 
Artemisia californica 
Artemisia pycnocephala 
Erigeron glaucus 
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Co11111on Name 

Califonria wax-myrtle 
Forget-me-not 
Sand jo1 ntweed 
California bee plant 
Frankenia 
Hornwort 
Hedge-nettle 
Chamisso!s hedge nettle 
Yerba buena 
Wall-flower 
California broom-rape 
Pondweed 
California poppy 
Wood-strawberry 
Silverweed 
California rose 
California blackberry 
Grape-leaf blackberry 
Marsh-St. John's wort 
California dandelion 
Chamisso's beachbur 
California sagebrush 
Dune sagebrush 
Seaside daisy 
Li zard-1 eaf 
Mock-heather 
Sneezeweed 
Jaumea 
Lessingia 
Dune-tansy 
California phacelia 
Mallow-leafed phacelia 
Arrow-grass 
Willow-leafed dock 
Water smartweed 
Creek dogwood 
Speedwell 
Sticky monkey-flower 

- Indian paintbrush 
Hazelnut 
Coast live oak 
Water-plant 
Marsh pennywort 
Cow clover 
Deerweed 
Lotus 
Locoweed 
Giant vetch 
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Contnon Name 

Silene 
Seaside plantain 
Silverweed 
Beach strawberry 
Toy on 
Coyote-brush 
Saltmarsh coyote-brush 
Yarrow 
Pearly-everlasting 
Cudweed 
Cudweed 
Cudweed (hybrid) 
Seaside gumplant 
Golden-rod 
Golden-rod 
Golden-rod 
California golden-rod 
Wyethi a 
Blue violet 
Myri ophyll urn 
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Page Three 
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Collected plants by Eschscholtz in North America, Kamchatka, Alaska and shores 
of Bering Strait were classified by Chamisso in_Berlin, by Professor Mayer in 
St. Petersburg, and also by three other botanists from Dorpat University 
Estonia. In total Eschscholtz collected 15,000 plants, many acquired by the 
St. Petersburg botanical gardens. 

J. F. Eschscholtz, who participated in two Russian expeditions as a scientist, 
had a short life; born in 1793 and died in 1831. During his 38 years, he 
devoted 16 years to science. He spent six years on two voyages and the 
remaining ten years was devoted to interpretation of collected materials. By 
education he was a Doctor of Medicine and literally in the same year he 
completed his M.D., he began his voyage. He delivered rich zoological and 
botanical materials and did succeed in collecting more than others doing 
similar work. He also observed the life of enslaved black people in Brazil 
and enslaved California Indians. During his voyage to the islands of the 
Pacific, he demonstrated to the natives useful agricultural plants to be used 
for food. During his second voyage he observed and also collected about 2,400 
varieties of animals. 

The state of California manuals do not give due respect to the Imperial Russian 
scientific expedition in California at the beginning of the 19th century. 
J. F. Eschscholtz and Chamisso under the Russian flag and with the financial 
support of the expedition by Count Nikolay Rumintsov-could not get proper 
recognition to the flora and fauna of California and to the world in general. 

I am familiar with your flora and fauna list. I found the name of the 
Bombardier beetle--Brachinus tschernikki--very interesting and new to me. I 
think it was named in honor of a famous Russian agronomist, Chernykh, who 
lived at Fort Ross and vicinity for ten years. He is the one who first 
established a meteorological station at Fort Ross, recording daily 
temperatures from 1837-1840. This data and barometrical pressures exist today 
and are valuable for climatologists as the first data before the American 
annexation of California. 

Sincerely 

Ml~-7 ic~ ~~~ 
Nicholas I. Rokitiansky, Professor of Russi 
Member of Board of Direc rs 
Advisory and Interpretive ssociation 
of Fort Ross, California 

wpc 

P.S. I have no sources from your letter. 
Please see enclosure on Chamisso•s Species. 

(Emeritus) 
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Chamisso (schamiBo), Adelbert von (eigtl. Louis Charles 
Adelaide de Ch.), romantischer Dichter und Naturforscher, 
geb. 30.1.1781 Boncourt (Champagne), gest. 21.8.1838 Berlin. 
Aus frz. Emigrantenfamilie, ab 1796 in Berlin, preuB. 
Offizier, nahrn als Naturforscher an einer russ. Welturn­
segelung teil, die er in 'Bernerkungen und Ansichten auf 
einer Entdeckungsreise' (1821) schilderte. Bertihrnt durch 
die symbol. Novelle vom verkauften Schatten: 'Peter 
Schlernihls wundersarne Geschichte' (14), und volksttiml. 
'Gedichte' (31), u.a. 'Der Frauen Lieb und Leben'. 

Aus: Der GroBe Knaur, Band 1 (A-E) 
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CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM OF FORT ROSS VISITOR CENTER EXHIBIT; 
ITS ERRORS, HISTORICAL MISCONCEPTIONS IN TEXT AND GRAPHICS. 

In many ways, the Visitor Center Exhibit does not give a clear 
picture of the Russian Period of Fort Ross and the important role it 
played in California history. James R. Gibson, a geographer who 
seems to be the historical authority most respected by the 
Department of Interpretive Services in Sacramento, states that in 
1817, Baranov had been instructed that Fort Ross be 11 in such a 
condition that the Spanish have no reason to think that it is 
anything more than a hunting place, only; but meanwhile under this 
pretense to increase grain cultivation, cattle raising, poultry 
raising, vegetable and fruit growing, and plantations, augmenting 
the settlement itself with the necessary buildings." Most quotes 
used in the exhibit seem to come from his book, Imperial Russia in 
Frontier America, but they were taken out of context and sometimes 
even contradict historical facts stated in his book. For instance, 
Luetke's quote about the Company's only reason for coming to 
California contradicts Baranov's directives to Kuskov because it was 
Luetke's own personal opinion, speculation, written in German. An 
Imperial Naval officer, he despised Baranov as a representative of a 
merchant class and did not respect his authority. Translated from 
German, the quote is confusing and should be taken out of the 
exhibit. 

Russian American Company records clearly state that Baranov 
instructed Kuskov to establish an agricultural settlement and 
iupplement its income by hunting sea animals. At 42, Kuskov hoped 
to establish his own lucrative colony at Fort Ross but failed as 
Fort Ross was not "an ideal site" for agriculture or fur hunting • 

Why not emphasize the truth about Fort Ross? Americans came to 
Baranov proposing a joint fur trapping venture along the California 
coast and eventually succeeded on their own while Russian American 
Company attempts, from its base at Fort Ross, failed. When Kuskov 
r~turned to the California coast in 1811 to establish Fort Ross, he 
wrote Baranov that there were few sea otter to be seen. According­
to Kiril Khlebnikov, only 714 prime sea otters were caught from 
1812-1815 although thousands of fur seal skins were obtained from 
the base on the Farallons. Yankee ingenuity, courage and enterprise 
js_mgre responsible for the decline of the sea otter, not "Russian 
fur hunters." Why neglect the fact that the Spanish ki Jle.d 
approximately 10,000 sea otters between 1760-1790~nd shipped them 
to Man11a~ tradino them to the Chinese? American pioneers suchas 
George Yount (Yountville) were shooting sea otter by the hundreds 
from small boats (bull boats) near the Channel Islands off the 
southern coast of California during the 1830's, using Hawaiians as 
retrievers while the Hudson Bay Company was systematically 
slaughtering California beavers to discourage Americans from moving 
into the Pacific Northwest. These facts are neglected in the 

Ce Al\a Coliesl;e, :O:i~ Slewt!WI Cr&K Blvd., Cupertino, C.UHorn11195014 (408) 996·•t112 
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exhibit, thereby giving a false, distorted picture of the 
relationship between Fort Ross, the Russian American Company and the 
decline of the California sea otter. 

The fur trade dominated international commerce during the 18th 
and 19th centuries, bringing the Russians to Alaska and the British, 
Spanish and Americans to the Pacific Northwest. _Although the 
Russians overhunted Alaskan waters, they are not responsible for the 
decline of the California sea otter and the exhibit irresponsibly 
perpetuates this m1sconception to the visitorsL 

On the panel "An Ideal Site," the title is a poor choice. The 
site was not considered an ideal site by Kuskov, it was the best he 
could find. 

The quote attributed to Rezanov is an inaccurate, poor 
translation from Rezanov's letter to the Minister of Commerce, 
Nikolai Rumiantse_y. Rezanov wrote of California: "even now there 
still is left an unoccupied intervening territory fully as rich and 
of much importance to us, and if we allow it to slip through our 
fingers, what will succeeding generatins say? I, at least, will not 
be arraigned before them in judgement." If Rezanov is to be quoted, 
his own words must be respected. The quote must be changed if it is 
to be left in the exhibit. 

A panel titled "Garden Vegetables" is not a correct 
translation. The vegetable referred to as a "horseradish" is called 
a "radish" in Golovnin's account. 

Throughout the exhibit, the managers of Fort Ross arg 
incorrectl~ referred to as "commandants." This title is not 
Russian. Pravite,.' translates as manager or director. The 
managers of Fort Ross were not millitary officers, did not hold 
mi 1 itary ranks and were not commandants. "Commandant" is a Spanish 
title, taken from Spanish accounts as the Spanish settlements were 
under military control and it is incorrect when used in reference to 
Russian American Company managers of Settlement Ross (Selenie 
Ross)--a commercial venture, not a military stronghold. 

The photo of a frontiersman under David Rickman's drawing of 
FORT ROSS CIRCA 1840 is not a Russian and has no place in the 
exhibit. His posture, attire and physiognamy is non-Russian. 

The 1828 quote attributed to the Head Office of the Russian 
American Company was taken out of context in reference to ALASKA and 
does not apply to the coast of California. The "Company Rules" 
refer to the Aleuts and Eskimos in ALASKA and did not specifically 
apply tp Fort Ross where most Aleuts were farmers.. This should be 
indicated on the panel or the panel should be replaced with 
information about Fort Ross, such as a display about the Golden 
Poppy and scientists at Fort Ross .• 

On the panel "Changing Fortunes," it states that Fort Ross was 
purchased by the California Historical Landmark League in 1903. 
This is incorrect. William Randolph Hearst raised the funds and an 
attorney, J. J. Lermen, a prominent member of the Landmarks League 
purchased Fort Ross and immediately deeded it to Hearst. (On 
Sunday, July 26, 1903, this event made front page news in San 
Francisco.) 
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The exhibit should emphasize interesting aspects of Fort Ross's 
California "firsts" such as the first piano, the first shipyard and 
the first meterological station. An exhibit or panel must be added 
to give credit to Johan Eschscholtz, Ludvig Choris, Egor Chernykh, 
Ilia Vosnesensky and Adelbert Chamisso for their scientific and 
artistic contributions. A separate panel should be added to inform 
visitors that California's State Flower, the Golden Poppy, was 
classified by a member of the Russian Expedition and named after a 
Russian scientist. Visitors are more intrigued with interesting 
bits of history than the "flow of history" and they usually only 
look at the pictures. 

These are the most obvious mistakes in the exhibit which need 
correction. There are mistakes in the byword and in displays inside 
buildings around the fort which must be corrected. There is even a 
caption in the blockhouse that refers to the "Russian-American Fur 
Company! Nearby, a badly-painted display states that Fort Ross-wis 
sold in 1842 and Sutter's middle name is misspelled. Information in 
different areas of the park should not contradict historical 
information in the Visitor Center. 

Nicholas I. Rokitiansky, Emeritus 
Professor· of Russi a·n 'Hi story, Member:.: of Advisory ·and Interpretive 
Association of Fort Ross 

Diane Von R -t!vl. s.J-~~ 
Vice President of Friends of Fort Ross and member of Interpretive 
Association of Fort Ross 

Professor Victor P. Petrov 
Member of Interpretive Association, Chairman of Russian American 
Historical Society, Washington D. C. 

May 20, 1986 
WPC 
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SPEECH PRESENTED BY PROFESSOR NICti)LAS I. ROKITWISKY 

at the dedication of opening Fort Ross Vistor Center July ~. 1985 

FINALLY! FUW.LY! After all these years of hard wort, FORT lOSS finally has 
a VISITOR CENTER! 

I've walked through the exhibits and, although it ts well-presented, tt i 
NOT c011plete. The true story of FORT ROSS has YET to be told. _ 

When the RUSSlAN AMERICAN W4PANY iettled this land tn 1812, they c._ 
PEACEFULY, to plant field and orchards to supply the ALASKA colonies ~th foo • 
1. Art historic treaty was uke with the Indians; the first and ONLY treat~Y 
.. de with native Americans which was NEYER BROKEN. 
2. Ivan Kuskov, the builder and first .. nager of FORT ROSS established 
california's first shipyard. 
3. Our State Flower, the Golden Poppy, was collected and classified by a 
!ember of one of 13 Russian scientific expeditions. Johan (Ivan Ivanovtch) 
Eschscholtz, the Russian Naturalist and Botanist tor whom our flower ts na~d, 
visited FORT ROSS in 1824. 
4. The name of another Russian scientist, the agronomist vvor Cherqykh who 
lived at Fort Ross for ten years and establishea Ca11tornia s first 
meterorological research station. His first records are the earliest record 
of our CALIFORNIA weather and climate. 
5. We also have Chernykh to thank for Sonoma County's first vineyards! 2000 
grape vines were planted. 
6. It was a Russian artist, Ludwig Chor1i, Tikhonov, Mikhailov, whose 
drawings give us a gliapse of California Indians in their environ.ent at the 
beginnning of the 19th century. It was also a .ember of the Russian 
Expedition, a poet and naturalist, Adelbert Cha•isso, who collected and 
classified many of our .ost common coastal plants and ani.als. 

Contrary to popular belief, the RUSSIAN AMERICAN COMPANY did NOT 
•exterminate• our California sea otters. When Ivan Kuskov built FORT ROSS, 
the sea otters had already been over-hunted by the Spanish, and the 
Americans. FORT ROSS was never very important as a sea otter hunting base. 
It was more of a farm, a trading post and a center of light industr,y. 

To understand why the Russian laerican Company cue here, you .ust know a 
little Russian history. 

In 1580, Russian pioneers crossed the Ural Mountians at about the sue 
time English settlers landed in Virginia at Roanoke. 

Fifty years later, Russians had reached the Pacific while Alericans were 
settling the Appalacian Mountains. In 1741, Russia discovered Alaska- we 
were a British colony. 

In 1175, during our WAR OF ltmEPENDENCE, catherine the Great of Russia 
rejected ~ Geor¥e III's request to send zo

6
ooo soldiers to fight the 

Aiir1can 1s. nstead, she opposed Great r1ti1n and proclaimed Aried 
leutrali'fY in 1180. Russia and Merica becue allies. Catherine the Great 
requested Georfe Washington's assistance tn preparation of 1 universal 
dictioner~£0 nc1udi 1angua¥e of Aiirfcan Indians. . 

By 1~. Russians had se tied Alaska, Aiirfca was free, and San Francisco 
was an established Spanish settla.ent. In 1810 .ore than 200 ships flying 
Alerican flags called at Russian Ports, Riga, St. Petersburg, Archeangel and 
Revel. 

In 1806, NIKOLAI REZANOY visited this settl..ent, the PRESIDIO. He trade 
wtth the Spanish and he secured food for the Alaska colonies. and he also 
became engaged to 15 year-old CONCEPCION ARGUELLO, daughter of the Ca.ander 
of the PERSIDIO. The sad tale of their love and disappotntllent 1s 
CALIFORNIA's oldest and 110st tragic love story. Reznov died on his way to 
seek Dermission for their .. rriage and CONCEPCION became CALIFORNIA's first 
DOmfnlcan nun. 

Dt Ana Calega, 1'18 ...... CNek-., ~. C.WUU.II014 (G) M-4712 · 
,. Pubiit: fltflty 
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llhtiiiJJft Fort Ross w OV • s DREAI'lt - an agri cul tura 1 settlement on tne 
~::.._ nc a1med CALIFORNIA coast. Years later, during the tvlexican independence 

.,~ struggle, when few supply ships came to California, the Spanish settlers of 
San Francisco were eager to trade with tlte Russians at FORT ROSS. 
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After California became part of Mexico, the relationship between the 
Russians and r~exicans wlas one of detente. The population of Fort Ross was 
greater than that of tile Presiaio, San Ft'ancisco ana a brisk and mutually 
beneficial trade took place between the C0~1PANY and the Californios. 

But, FORT ROSS was not very profitable, Farming was unsuccessful because 
of coastal fog, climate and a shortage of labor and there nttd never been many 
sea otter to hunt. After almost thirty years, the settlement was sola by 
Russian American Company to tvlr. Sutter, the f4exican citizen. 

When the RUSSIAN AHERILAN C014PANY 1 eft in 1841, FORT ROSS remained, a 
testament to RUSSIAN ingenuity, courage, and tenacity. It was the strongest 
fort in Califonria at that time witil thirty cannons. 

Today, all that remains of the orignial settlement is the house of tile 
last manayer, ALEKSAI~DR GAVRILOVILH ROTCHEV. When he brought his lovely 
young wife, Helena, to FORT ROSS, he also brought her piano-CALIFORNIA•s FIRST 
PIANCJ! 

But what \ve see of FORT ROSS, today has I.Jeen carefully, 1 ovi ngly 
restored. Because of the dedication of many groups and individuals, FORT ROSS 
exists, for everyone to visit ana enjoy. We have these people to thank. We 
give special thanks to WILLIAt·1 RANDOLPH HEARST for raising the funds to save 
FORT ROSS and to SENATOR JOSEPH KtJOULAND for making it a STATE HISTORICAL PARK 

We must thank the FORT ROSS INTERPRETIVE ASSOCIATIOI~, under the leadership 
of f•lrs. Jeannette Rosson, who has aedi cated so much of her 1 i fe to making FORT 
ROSS the best state historic park .•. Mr. Wally Aksinov, our former 
ct.ai rperson, who continues to cievote many !.ours of iti s time to FORT ROSS. 
Without the fund-raising efforts of the ASSOCIATION, FORT ROSS would not be 
what i t i s to day: 

We have George Trewtiakoff to thank for the recast bell which now hangs 
outside our chapel and we have the RUSSIAN AMERICAN colony in San Francisco to 
thank for their fund-ra1fsing efforts to rebuild the chapel, the first Eastern 
Drthodox church in CALIFORNIA. The Russian ~1erican colony in California was 

FouNDATION active from early 1 S20. 
tARDOFTRusreEs Without the expertise of Mr. John Smith, we would not have a restored 
Morton I. Levine 

President RUSSIA!~ orchard and i•lr. John 1•\cKenzie deserves a special thanks for his many 
Anthonyl.opina years of interest in the restoration of the fort, Professor V. P. Petrov of 
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Washington D. C., Dr. V. V. Ushanov, Laguna Beach, CA, Mrs. Mercedes Stafford, 
Mr. Moses Hallet, Elizabeth Sidorov, Bob Anderson and Professor 
Richard Pierce, California History Center, De Anza College and California 
Heritage Council. 
l We also have Hr. WILLIAt-1 PEhN NOTT Jr. to thank for his interest in our 
~park. Now, he will be in Washington D.C. but I hope he remembers FORT ROSS! 
.ue is truly a friend of FORT ROS~. 

I uish I could personally thank everyone who has worked so hard to make 
FORT ROSS what it is, today, but there are SO MANY OF YOU .•• private citizens 
and local state park personnel, too. So now, I thank each and every one of 
you. You know who you are and what you've a1.llishe 

ir;. I /Vtc.ll( fN_ 1 i . A 

THANK YOU! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! WELL DONE. ., ~ , /. : 

Pro ssor Ni~o1as I R 

WPC ·w 

Mem r of Board of Direc ors 
Interpretive and Arivisor~ ssociatio of 
Fort Ross, California 

De-\nza CCll~. 2125l) St.evens Creek BIYd., Cupertino, OI!Homl.-. 95014 (408) 996-47':? 
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FORTRESS ROSS 
THE PERIOD OF RESIDRATION: CCIOBER 5, 1970-1985 
(Translated from Russian 
as it apppeared in RUSSIAN LIFE DAILY, April 4, 1 985) 

by George Tretiakoff 

In this short account, I will not review the entire history of Fort Ross, but I 
will tell of what transpired since that sad day, when fire totally destroyed the 
Fort Ross chapel. 

In those days, in 1970, State Hi hway 1 cut through the center of the fort. This 
roa ha aJ. e ast private owner of these _yast coasta ldirx;Js on WhiCfi 
"Fortress Ross stood. J3ecause of this road, all ooildings inside the fort were 
'Unprotected arid unsecured, left for long peri<Xis of time without a watchful ~e. A 
single state employee, (watchman-guide-museum curator) only one man, with days off 
a.rrl no one to relieve him, was inadequate for the safety of the wocxien structures. 
9n October 5, 1970, someone broke into the chapel cellar and started the fire that 
destroyed the chapel. --. 
~ The original chapel bell, cast in St. Petersrurg and given to Settlement and 
Fortress Ross by merchant Mikhail Stukolkin, perished, melting in the raging 
inferno. The chapel chandelier which hung from the cupola over the altar was also 
destroyed. · 

Again, because of the road, there was another fire in the only original Russian 
- structure, l:uilt by the last manager of Settlement Ross, Alek.Sali:fr Gavrilovitch 

Rotchev. (The chapel had been rebuilt several times.) After this fire, traces of 
flamnable liquid were found. Thank God, the damage was confined to the roof rut 
original artifacts, remnants of the Russian presence in California,· had been stored 
in the attic and were destroyed. 

Inmediately after the fire, Russian-Americans arrl other Americans joined forces 
to raise the funds needed for the restoration of the chapel. ~tion must be made of 
the many generous donations of oot ally money rut time-donated to this noble cause. 

In April of 1972, William Penn f.t:>tt, Jr. , Director of the Department of Parks, 
~stablished the Fort Ross Citizens' Advisory Carmittee, a group of concerned private 
citizens, interested in the hJ.story of Fort Ross and dedicated to its restoration. 
In the beginning, there were 24 members but after a few years, the number dwindled 
to a mere 15. Appointed by Mr. f.t:>tt, I have participated in the Carmittee since its 
inception. Before my appointment, I participated in the fund-raising for the 
restoration of the chapel and after 1 I initiated the restoration of the bell. 

The 'WOrkings of this ccmni.ttee were oot always SIOOOth. Many valuable members left 
because of b.lreaucratic squabbles 1 delays and conflicts. Projects arrl plans, 
generously offered as a donation, were subjected to unreasonably prolcnged scrutiny 
before being approved by the various offices of the Department of Parks. '!his 
situation caused members to resign and discouraged prospective new members, needed 
for their authority and expertise. local Russian-American academia has taken little 
interest in the restoration of Fort Ross because of this existing situation. '!he 
~few exceptions 'INere the late Alexander IX>lgqx>lov, Professor Victor P. Petrov and l!'J · 
IeliOW camtittee ii1E!lriber 1 the irreplaceable 1 tireleSS researcher and true patriot 
Professor NiChOlai Ivanovich Rokitiansky. In acXiition, mention must be made of 
Vadim V. Krassovsky, Vladimir Schenk and Marina Ilyin. A valuable contrib.ltion was 
also made by George B. I.ebedeff, fanner cannittee chairman wh::> resigned under~. 
protest because of the stubl:orn arrl unreasonable attitude of Department of -..i$l\; 

~ .. 

. ~ 
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officials, unwilling to accept the proper interpretation of the history of Fort 
Ross. Frustrated and discouraged, George Lebedeff simply .b.lrned out. 

Initially, the Committee functioned smoothly under the aus ices of William Penn 
M::>tt Jr. was recen y appcunted Director of National Par S stem 
RJ:esident Reagap. e us conflicts arose during the restoration of the chapel 
when state architects attempted to impose non-existent details upon the chapel 
design. With great difficulty, Russian-American canrnittee members were able to have 
these inaccurate details deleted; a "porch" over the chapel door and a barrier 
railing infront of the altar which would have made it difficult to oonduct services, 
forcing the priest to walk around the railing to reach the altar. This barrier was 
actually installed in the canpleted chapel and several corrrnittee members cut a 
passage. 

?tate architects stubl::ornly refused to install a cross over the cupola, despite 
all our advice and pleas, inclUding recarmendations made by the late Father Ranan 
Stunner, a carmi ttee member. None of this advice was taken and instead of a 
tradi tiona! cross, the architects chose to install a spire, topped with a brass 
ball. So, with a cross over the bell tower and a spire over the cupola, the chape;l 
was to be presented by the state to the public on June 8, 1974, the day of its 
solemn dedication- an insult to Orthodox CbristJ.ans. 

A week before the dedication, I called Park Ranger John McKenzie who infonned me 
that a cross over the main cupola had not and would not be installed, despite the 
pranises made by state architects to George Lebedeff and me after our special 
meeting in Santa Rosa several weeks earlier. I i.nrnediately contacted Constantine 
Olekene, a structural engineer who drew up the blueprint for a cross, using the 
dimensions I gave him. I wanted it to match the belltower cross to avoid any 
criticism. With this print, I went to the late Valentin N. Koolkin, master builder 
and carpenter who constructed the redwood cross. On the rrorning of the dedication, 
June 8, 1974, I arrived at Fort Ross with the cross. With the help of Russian 
soouts and George Lebedeff, I attached the cross to the spire over the cupola. The 
cross remains, to this day. For the pa.st eleven years, the Department of Parks has 
chosen to ignore the issue despite the continuous appeals of Russian-American 
carmi ttee members. 

The Department of Parks has also refused other appeals fran the Coorni.ttee to 
c:x::nsult with us concerning matters of religion, culture, custans and history before 
printing brochures, books and pamphlets, making press releases and oonstructing park 
exhibits. Consequently, _park publications usually contain gross mistakes am1 errors 
;in history and in languag_e, inclUding rJ.diculous statements concerning Russian 
custans and traditions. One example is a pamphlet, prepared for Fort Ross Living 
History Il:lys entitled, "Zdrbstbuitye"-literally, with four mistakes! Settlement 
Ross was referred to as "Colony Ross" and Emperor Alexander 1 was called "His 
Imperial Highness". Why not ask any ordinary Russian-American or a student of the 
Russian language? 

On October 22, 1979, Archpriest Vadim Pogrel:niak, George Lebedeff and I went to 
::>rt Ross to give instructions to the current ranger and his staff concerning 

• -.Kussian Orthcrlox Church rituals and sacraments. Our trip was initiated by th((_e ~ ~'i;~_i 
~ .. 

-e 
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oamplaints of a lady who told us of a ranger who entered the chapel without removing 
his hat or requiring visitors to remove.theirs. He also allowed visitors to smoke 
in the chapel. This is the explanation he gave coneerning the small door beside the 
altar. 

11 
••• that the door to the side of the altar, I was led to believe, was 

used initially for the corpses earning into the church for requiem services 
and then out to the cemetery. I have been told today that I was totally 
incorrect. This door was for the use of Indians to enter and depart fran 
the chapel, since they were not allowed through the front entrance. 11 

These TM:>rds carne fran a Department of Parks official, William Pritchard. Of 
course, lx>th explanations are wrong. There is oo evidence of this type of small 
door in the original fortress but it may have been installed, later, for the 
caretakers 1 convenience. All Orthcrlox Christians have 1 access to their 
churches,regardless of their co or or race e ead are afforded the utnnst 
reverence and respect. They are carried into the church and taken out through the 
main door. This official didn 1 t even think of oonsul ting an Orthodox priest, a 
Russian-American Advisory Canrnittee manber or any Orthodox Christian before he made 
these ridiculous statements. On the same day, we gave the ranger detailed 
information and informed him that the chapel is a Christian church and, being a 
Christian, he should know how to properly conduct himself in a temple of Christ. We 
also firmly impressed upon him the need to abstain fran heresay and unsubstantiated 
assumptions, especially in the field of religion. I wrote a five-page letter to the 
Department of Parks, explaining these misconceptions and urged them to consult 
before making unfounded statements. 

@other landmark in the history of the park was the pcx?rly organized arrl bad~ 
.EJ.anned dedication of the rebuilt hane of Iyan AleksarxJrovich Kuskov,, first manager 
and founder of Fortress Ross. Reoonstructed by the Department of Parks, with the 
assistance of several Russian-American rnernbei's of the F'ort ROss citizens I AdVisory 
taririittee, the autlienbc restoration TM:>Uld not have been successful without the 
valuable contribllt1ons of the nost recent historical information provided bY 
Rrofessor Nicholas IvanoviCh Roki tiansky. Jri August of 1983, the dedication 
ceremonies qu1etly tOOk place at the park with few visitors to witness such an 
inportant milestone in the history of the restoration of Fort Ross. Lack of advance 
publicy on the part of the Department of Parks and their exclusion of Advisory 
Camri.ttee members fran the planning process was to blame. By contrast, the 
dedication of the cbaoel in 1974 drew over three thousand :people, fran San Diego, 
IDs Angeles, Portland, Oregon, Seattle, Washington and other American cities. ~e 
were even Orthodox Christian Aleuts fran Alaska in attendance. This successful 
event was planned and organized .by members of Russian-American ccmni.ttees in San 
Francisco and in IDs Angeles. 

At the Kuskov House dedication, Professor Rok.itiansky discovered that an Orthodox 
Orristian priest had oot even been invited to consecrate the new ruilding, so he 
made last-minute arrangements with Father Derugin to perfonn the ritual and paid him 
)Ut of his CMn pocket . 

3651 ORTEGA STREET, SAN-.~RANCiSCO, CA 94122 
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One of the few guests at this dedication was a Soviet citizen, a certain 
Starikov. Presenting himself as an expert in Russian-American history, he wonned 
his way into the confidence of employees of the Office of Interpretive Services at 

the Department of Parks in Sacramento, creating much grief for us by giving the 
Department false guidance and infonnation. Department anployees rejoiced at such a 
find. A real historian and scientist fran '!HE Soviet Union! Now, they wouldn't 
have to consult those meddling and oothersane Russian-American advisors fran 
California. So, they took his advice and allowed him to play a crude practical joke 
on all of us. While at Fort Ross, he labeled several barrels, in Rus i 

isplay on the seco oor w1. 1.n e newly-canpleted Kuskov H Now, anong the 
1. 1.es 1.n e 1.e Clerk ·s Roan, where the settlement's rrost valuable 

merchandise was kept, is a barrel of "Smola" (LICUID TAR, generally used to 
lubricate a.xels) placed next to a barrel of "Patoka" (MJIASSES)! (other barrels are 
~abeled "rum", "honey", "vinegar" and "coconut oil"-all edible.) Why did he chose 
to put tar among edibles? Probably to discredit Russian-American Advisory Committee 
?members who all know you don't place tar next to rrolasses. (Strong-smelling tar is 
always kept outside, in utility buildings, with other such materials.) This prank 
was inmediately called to the attention of the State Parks Area Manager, Robert 
Robles. Several letters were even written concerning the issue but the barrel of 
tar remains and has since been rroved to the rrost praninent place in the roan, next 
to a barrel of vinegar and coconut oil! · 

Mr. Starikov was chaffeured, at State expense, to Sacramento and to Fort Ross, 
"wined and dined" and may even have been canpensated for his "services". Until this 
day, the State remains in contact with Starikov, who has pranised them objects of 
antiquity, documents, drawings and photographs and even an authentic Russian 
American Cbmpany flag, with a double eagle. None of these articles can be legally 
sent or received. After his retw:n to the Soviet Union, Starikov misrepresented 
~lf as an associate of our frierrl, Professor Victor P. Petrov aild even· claimed 
to be engaged in a joint research project· with hiiri on the works of the sChOlar ana 
scientist, Ilia G. Voznesensky. Professor Petrov categorically denied any such 
collal:x:>ration or association and I have since learned that Starikov was not a 
professor but simply an employee of the Soviet Academy of Science who was dismissed 
and is even a "persona non grata" arrong Russian historians. Perhaps this liason 
between Starikov and the Department of Parks may be responsible for the difficulties 
experienced by state anployees during their preparation of the text for the Fott 
Ross Visitor Center and for the gross historical errors in the exhibits at the park 
and in the newly-built visitor center. Since October of 1983, Professor Rokitiansky 
and I have continuously called these errors to the attention of the Department of 
Parks, correcting them and insisting upon historical integrity. The Department has 
been slowly am reluctantly accepting our reccrmtel'X3ations but even after two years, 
their staff has been unable to adequately resolve this situation. 

On May 1 0, 1982, a "Story line Guide", written by Marvin Brienes, was presented to 
the Advisory Committee. Full of historical errors and misconceptions, it was 
liased, prejudiced and derogatory. For example, he referred to a painting of an . ". 

\1 .. 
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eighteenth-century Russian landlord trading his serfs for hunting dogs. '!his 
painting is well-known but has no relationship to Russian-American history. In his 
"guide", Russians were falsely accused of "exterminating" the California sea otter 
arrl of cruel mistreatment of California Irrlians. Russia was presented as an 
adversary of the United States when, in fact, it was its strongest and rost reliable 
ally! In addition, a distorted view of Russian history, custans and ethnography was 
presented. A text for the visitor center exhibit was written, using this guide. 

On October 12, 1983, this text was presented to the Advisory Carmittee. I wrote 
the Department of Parks, informing them of the historical inaccuracy of the text and 
of the many mistakes. For example, there was an exhibit title: OITERS 
EXTERMINATED! Ethnic Cossacks, Russia 1 s free people, were referred to as "fierce, 
fonner soldiers" and "dikiye" (wild people) was mistranslated as "savages". 
Forty-five pages, containing similar mistakes, were carefully scrutinized and 
corrected. Sources of infonnation were also provided to the writer. 

On July 24, 1 984, another defective text was presented by the Department of 
Parks. Again, Professor Rokitiansky and I carefully reviewed and corrected it. 
'Ihree months later, a partially revised text was issued. This historically 
inaccurate infonnation is now on display in the exhibit at the Fort Ross Visitor 

- Center, for all the world to see. 
Fort Ross is a unique romnnent on the coast of California, a reminder of the 

Russian presence in California, a little bit of Russia, for us. This is the site of 
~first Orthodox church in America (outside of Alaska), the only place on earth 
where the White, blue and red flag with a double eagle flies. Fort Ross is dear to 
all Russians, fonner subjects of the Russian empire-Baltics, Russo-Finns, 
Ukrainians, Tatars, Kalmiks, Siberians and so on. It is also dear to all Russian 
Olristians, Orthodox, Lutherans, Catholics and Orristians of other creeds. People 
of these faiths have all visited Fort Ross and there are those who rest in the 
cemetery across the ravine fran the chapel. Fort Ross belongs to everyone and 
cannot be a source of discord among us. Let 1 s unite around this glorious and 
worrlerful place! 

I have written many letters to our civic leaders, church leaders, state senators 
arrl representatives, seeking justice. In these past two years, we have not 
presented this issue to the mass media or to the State Senate or Assembly. If Fort 
Ross had been founded by Jews, African Americans or any other oppressed minority, 
this issue would have been swiftly resolved and rectified. Personally, I will 
continue to pursue this matter, even if it takes me into a court of law. 
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September 14, 1984 

Mr. Kaye Tomlin, Chairman 
Advisory Committee of Fort Ross 
2259 Cobblehill Place 
San Mateo, CA 94402 

Dear Kaye, 

I am sending you these nine pages of my research relating to the 
Visitors Center at Fort Ross. The original copy was sent to 
Pritchard several months ago. 

You \\'ill notice refet·ence to the Ca 1 iforni a Poppy in addition to the 
information I sent to you in detail (six pages) on September 4, 1984. 

I hope you appreciate the efforts of my research which I am 
contributing toward the history of the Russian settlement of Fort 
Ross as a member of the board of directors of both the Advisory and 
the Interpretive Associctions. 

Cordially yours, 

,A {ria/)_ 
N~K{~as Rt/Ma 

g?(~~t'i~ ~~~~~!~ 
~9W· !la_ £ont,a. r:li;n~,~ 
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September 4, 1984 

Mr. Kaye Tomlin, Chairman 
Advisory Committee of Fort Ross 
2259 Cobblehill Place 
San f1ateo, CA 94402 

Dear Kaye: 

In response to your letter, "Flora and Fauna," named for Russians 
who were active and visited Russian-hDerica and California, I want 
to add many more names. This time I will strictly adhere to the 
botanical collections of Eschscholtz and Chami~so \1ho both visited 
Cal·ifo:--Ji,: t!t th<2 b20inrl"ing of the "19th C<.;!!'tur~'· Both 1.;2re mc·n'·:~rs 
of r-:~: -;s i :.) n sc ; .. ;~ ~-~ ·i f·i c e ;.:~c·d ·;· -~·ions.. T;·; --~./ 0.cr; ~J.~:>·~~ 1·: ·~ ~:\'J C~::~·~ :·! i r\ ;.·· J > · ~ ~; ~ 
during his voyages aboard the sh·ips ~\urik alld Enterpr''is·in~. 

Both scientists, Eschscholtz and Chamisso, collected a total of 82 
California plants, many of \'lhich were near the Presidio of San 
Francisco. Some were found by Eschscholtz in the vicinity of Fort 
Ross in October 1824. 

Chamisso, a Frenchman by birth, is well known as a poet and writer, 
and \·/hen he was 34 years old, he selected his second career--botany. 
He was a self-taught botanist. Chamisso•s French family migrated to 
Germany during the French revolution. Johann Friedtich Eschscholtz 
was a professor at Dorpat University, Estonia, Russia. 

Chamisso, after his first trip on the Rurik, returned to Germany and 
became the head of Herbarrum in Berlin. 

J. F. Eschscholtz {he was called Ivan Fredrikhovich by Russian 
sailors) made a second trip (1823-1826), visiting California with 
the Russian Expedition under Captain Kotzebu. He visited Fort Ross 
for four to six days while stuqying local flora and fauna. 

On the first Russian Expedition (1815-1826), 69 species were 
gathered and identified. On the second expedition, Eschscholtz 
named 13 species. According to Alice Eastwood•s article, 11 Botanica1 
Collection of Chamisso and Eschscholtz in California, .. the following 
species were collected by Eschscho1tz. 

' Trustee: 1 I' r 
G. Warren cd\ilanOLa.1. c:.Rokel;iand!f 
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l. B!.lckthorn 
2. 
3. Buckwheat 
4. Four o'clock 
5. Frankeni a 
6. Honeysuckle 
7. Nightshade 
B. Phlox 
9. 

10. Pea 
11. 
12. Saxifrage 
13. Spurge 

Ceanothus thyrsifl orus 
Rhamnus californica 
Eriogonum latifolium 
Abronia latifolia 
Frankenia grandifolia 
lonicera ledebourii 
Solanum umbelliferum 
Gilia chamissonis 
Navarretia squarrosa 
lupinus chamissonis 
Lupinus arboreus 
Ribes malvaceum 
Croton californicus 

California lilac 
California coffeeberry 
Buckwheat 
Yellow sand-verbena 
Frankenia 
Twinberry 
Nightshade 
Chamisso's gilia 
Skunkweed 
Chamisso's sand-lupine 
Yellow bush-lupine 
Wild currant 
Sand-croton 

Our Califor:~~a golden PC'::>P.Y (Eschscholtz Cc.l·ifor~;ici)---a st.-1.:'-~ flo· . .;~r--•:a:; 
named by Chamisso in honor of his colleague, EschschoHz. 

The activities of Prof. Eschscholtz as a tireless collector of botanical plant 
species left a huge collection in St. Petersburg's Academy and the Dorpat 
University which was very highly valued by his contemporaries. As I have 
mentioned before, Chamisso named the California poppy in his honor and also 
other species: 

Claytonia Eschscholtzii Cham. 
Hippuris Eschscholtzii Cham. 
listera Eschscholtzii Cham. 
Saxifraga Eschscholtzii Cham. 

Also other botanists in Eschscholtz' honor named a dozen new species of plants: 

Aphragmus Eschscholtzii Andriz. 
Arabis Eschscholtzii Andr. 
Ranunculus Eschscholtzii Schlecht. 
Stellaria Eschscholtzii Fzl. 

This was certified by Dr. Tatiana Lukina, a member of the Institute of Natural 
Sciences, AcademY of the U.S.S.R. 

Eschscholtz dedicated two species in honor of his teacher (Lonigera Ledeburii} 
and in honor of his colleague Chamisso (Lupenus Chamissonis) in his botanical 
discovery. It is interesting to point out that when he sailed on the Rurik, 
with artist Ludwig Choris, he immortalized and named the orchid (Habenaria 
lAorisiane} in his honor. 
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Collf2~t :_: plDn;:~s b~.I Esc:;?".:.:~~-:-~! ·~ 1r: iJ :tth ·:=rica, !<r~i;.:~h;-,·::!<::, Ali.:i.:~!:a anj ~-:~oi'SS 

of B~r·iily Str.::·it ~'t'0:':= c·iassi i- 2d by Ch,:;;wis.su in Derlin, b) Pro~essur i1ayE:t iil 
St. Petersburg, and also by t ree other botanists from Dorpat University 
Estonia. In total Eschscholtz collected 15,000 plants, many acquit·ed by the 
St. Petersburg botanical gardens. 

J. F. Eschscholtz, who participated in two Russian expeditions as a scientist, 
had a short life; born in 1793 and died in 1831. During his 38 years, he 
devoted 16 years to science. He spent six years on two voyages and the 
relllaining ten years was devoted to interpretation of collected materials. By 
education he was a Doctor of Medicine and literally in the same yeer he 
compieted his M.D., he began his voyage. He delivered rich zoological and 
botanical materials and did succeed in collecting more than others doing 
similar work. He also observed the life of enslaved black people in Brazil 
and enslaved California Indians. During his voyase to the islands of the 
Pacific, he dcmons·tr-.-,ted to ·i:ha n:.tiv;s 11::;.~::-nl .:!gt:cu1t'J~,~:l pl2.nts t::; b~ ~·:::<::1 
f~::~ food.. Dur·i n·.; b~ ~· SL1CfJ::,l ·,.: .. :-~.:;.;~~~:: t·1e ~_,_~, 1:.: ..- :.1 ~.:1,~.! .:4·; ~-u col ·if:~:.:l~ec~ G.~o~ . .--::. :-:~.:~(':C; 

varieties of ani mi.: Is. 

The state of California manuals do not give due respect to the Imperial Russian 
scientific expedition in California at the beginning of the 19th century. 
J. F. Eschscholtz and Chamisso under the Russian flag and with the fin~ncial 
support of the expedition by Count Nikolay Rumintsov could not get proper 
recognition to the flora and fauna of California and to the world in general. 

I am familiar with yo11r f1 ora and fauna list. I found the name of the 
Bomba1~d1er beetle--Brachinus tschernik!<i--very interesting and new to me. I 
think it was named in honor of a famous Russian agronomist, Chernykh, who 
lived at Fort Ross and vicinity for ten years. He is the one who first 
established a meteorological station at Fort Ross, t·ecording daily , 
temperatures from 1837-184·0. This data and barometrical pressures exist today 
and are valuable for clirlu·~olog·ists as the first data before the American 
annexation of California. 

Sincerely, 

Nicholas I. Rokitiansky, Professor of Russian History (Emeritus) 
Member of Board of Directo~s 
Advisory and Interpretive Association 
of Fort Ross, California 

wpc 
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Family 

Baybr:ti~J,. 

Borage 
Buckwheat 
Figwort 
Frankeni a 
Hornwort 
Hint 

Hustard 
Orobanche 
Pondweed 
Poppy 
Rose 

St. John • s Wort 
Sunflower 

Waterleaf 

Arrow-grass 
Buckwheat 

Dogwood 
Figwort 

Hazel 
Oak 
Najas 
Parsley 
Pea 

Hyric~ c.::1iforr.ica 
Allocarya chorisiana 
Polygonum paronychia 
Scrophularia californica 
Frankenia grandifolia 
Ceratophyllum demersum 
Stachys ajugoides 
Stachys chamissonis 
Satureja chamissonis 
Erysimum franciscanum 
Orobanche californica 
Potamogeton americanus 
Eschscholzia californica 
Fragaria californica 
Potentilla californica 
Ros~1 c?-1 i"ir;:-n i r~ l 
Rubus urs·inus 
Rubus vitifolius 
Hypericum anagalloides 
Agoseris apargioides 
Al!1brosi a chami ssoni s 
Artemisia californica 
Artemisia pycnocephala 
Erigeron glaucus 
Eriophyllum artemisiaefolium 
Haplopappus ericoides 
Helenium puberulum 
Jaumea,carnosa 
Lessingia germanorum 
Tanacetum camphoratum 
Phacelia californica 
Phacelia malvaefolia 
Triglochin maritima 
Rumex salicifolius 
Polygonum punctatum 
Cornus californica 
Veronica americana 
Diplacus aurantiacus 
Castilleja latifolia 
Corylus californica 
Quercus agrifolia 
Najas goadalupensis 
Hydrocotyle ranunculoides 
Trifolium wormskjoldii 
Lotus scoparius 
Lotus eriophorus 
Astragalus gambellianus 

Common Name 

Ca; ifond a wax-myrtle 
Forget-me-not 
Sand joi ntwe:ed 
California~bee plant 
Frankeni a " 
Hornwort 
Hedge-nettle 
Chamisso's hedge nettle 
Verba buena 
Wall-flower 
California broom-rape 
Pondweed 
California poppy 
Wood-stra\,Jberry 
siT Y-:?T' i{··~ d 
C2 'J ~ fl:·~·-\(I d :y~!~:; 

Cal ifor11ia b·lackbe;·ry 
Grape-leaf blackberry 
Marsh-St. John's wort 
California dandelion 
Chamisso's beachbur 
California sagebrush 
Dune sagebrush 
Seaside daisy 
Lizard-leaf 
Mock-heather 
Sneezeweed 
Jaumea 
Lessingia 
Dune-tansy 
California phacelia 
Mallow-leafed phacelia 
Arrow-grass 
Willow-leafed dock 
Water smartweed 
Creek dogwood 
Speed\-"Jell 
Sticky monkey-flower 
Indian paintbrush 
Hazelnut 
Coast live oak 
Water-plant 
Marsh pennywort 
Cow clover 
Deerweed 
Lotus 
Locoweed 

'11-c-i a gi gantea 

L·---~-~--- -·---·--------
·Giant vetch 
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Family 

Pink 
Plantain 
Rose 

Violet 
Water-Ni 1 foil 

Silene verecunda 
Plantago matitima 
Potentilla pacifica 
Fragaria chiloensis 
Photi ni ~ .wbHti fr:'i ~ 2 

g l c ·'"..: [: (. ·· ·: ~ ~ ·i lu ~f ·~>. ·1 ~~ 

Bacc;·,ar·i s dougl osi i 
Achilleu borealis 
Anaphalis margaritacea 
Gnaphalium palustre 
G. ca 1 iforni cum 
G. chilense 
Grindelia maritima 
Solidago spathulata 
Solidago occidentalis 
Solidago elongata 
Solidago californica 
Wyethia angustifolia 
Viola adunca 
Hyri ophyll um exal bescens 

c'\fz::L.::'' ::f,,':: i~ifiun.;,/~.lJ 
2c79h' __[~, I' . : .. r_ ,_u··i 

Common Name 

Sil ene 
Seaside plantain 
Silverweed 
Beach strawberry 
Toynn 

Saltmarsh coyote-bt'ush 
Yarrow 
Pearly-e.verl asti ng 
Cudwecd ~ · 
Cudweed 
Cudweed (hybrid) 
Seaside gumplant 
Golden-rod 
Golden-rod 
Golden-rod 
California golden-rod 
Wyethi a 
Blue violet 
r~yri ophyll urn 
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March 27, 1986 

Mr. Wayne Russell, Chairperson 
F.R.I.A. 
19005 Coast Highway 
Jenner, CA 95450 

Dear Wayne, 

At the last meeting we discussed special events at Fort Ross, Living 
History Day, Ranch Day and Indian Day. I brought to your attention 
the necessity of including the two Russian services--Memorial Day 
and Fourth of July. 

In the past we had these two services automatically included in our 
events. Since we now have new members in our organization, I would 
like to give you the chronological order of how the Russian Orthodox 
Services were recorded in Fort Ross history. 

I. The Russian Chapel at Fort Ross was built circa 1823-1824. 
It is the first Russian Orthodox Church built south of 
Alaska. Even the icons were designated for Fort Ross, but 
their arrival was never recorded. In the Kuskov records we 
note that 20 icons were sent to him in 1815 for the use of 
settlers. Worship services probably were conducted by a 
sexton. 

II. The Fort Ross Chapel was very important because the first 
priest, Father Veneiaminov, who later became bishop of all 
Russia, _5:ame from Sitka to Fort Ross in 1836,. He served 
marriages, baptisms and burial rites and Holy Communion. His 
record of serving in Russian-America was outstanding and he 
was considered the greatest bishop of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. In fact, there has been a movement to canonize him. 
According to Veneiaminov's record, he baptized 30 Indians at 
Fort Ross. The total population at that time was 260--154 
men and 106 women: 120 Russians, 51 mixed marriages, 50 
Aleuts and the rest were children. 

III. After Fort Ross was evacuated in 1841, the chapel was visited 
by the Bishop of Alaska Nikolai in 189Z. To his dismay, it 
~s used as a stable, etc. 

IV. Bishop Nikolai offered to purchase from Mr. Call the chapel, 
the adjacent house, orchard and cemetery, and the burial 
place of the first Russian settlers. This deal fell through. 

De Anza College, 21250 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CaiHomla 95014 (408) 996-4712 
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V. In 1905 another visitor. Bishop 
~la~t~e~r~p~at~r~,~·a~r~c~h~of~a~l~l~R~u7s~s~ia~~~~~~~~s. he observe some changes in the chapel 
clean and no trace of stables, etc. 

VI. Both bishops, Nikolai in 1897 and Tikhon in 1905, performed 
services at the cemetery near Fort Ross. 

VII. As of toda I am involved in r search lo t the 
ussian Church Records of the Russian-American Company to 

rind the names of 50 settlers buried there. We hope 
eventually to place brass plaques with the names of the 
people buried there. This is a future project. 

VIII. I am also checking the church record of the San Francisco 
Cathedral from 1905 to 1924 to see if the church service was 
performed at Fort Ross. 

I 
I 

IX. However, the article in the San Francisco Bulletin, July 8, 
1925, v1v1dly descr1bed the service performed by the Very 

-Raterend Father V. Sakovich at Fort Ross. Here we see the 
picture of a close relative of Mercedas Stafford--Merceda 
L. Call who acted as hostess at this ceremony in July 1925. 
When I was a student in 1933, I met Reverend Sakovich in San 
Francisco. He encouraged me to pursue my higher education in 
spite of the difficult times of the Depression of the 1930s. 

X. ll is no exaggeration that the most active period to vis_jJ: 
[ort Ross and serving mass started with the Russians when a 
big wave of p0l1t1c~efugees came to San Francisco after 
tnel<ussainTeVolution of 1910 The majority of these people 
came from r·~anchuria (Harbin City, northern part of China and 
its vicinity). They were military of all ranks, professors, 
doctors, dentists, engineers--all elite. Many Russians came 
to the University of California on student visas. 

XI. After WWII there came a new wave, mostly from Shanghai. 
Senator Know land was responsible for bringing a large group 
of Russians to California. Once more, the Knowland famj~y 
played an important role--the father negotiated to purchase 
Fort Ross. and his son helped to resettle the Russian 
refugees after WWII. 

XII. Today this tradition begun in 1836 by Reverend Veniaminov. is 
continued by the two San Francisco Russian Orthodox Bishops 
(Bishop Antonii and Bishop Boris), as well as Alaskan Bishop 
Gregory (Afonsky). It is interesting to point out that 
Bishop Gregory of Alaska brings to Fort Ross the gospel which 

De Anza College, 21250 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cuper11no, CaiHomla 95014 (408) 996-4712 
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had been presented to Fort Ross by Count Nikolai Rumiantsov 
during the early 19th century as a speclal gift to the chapel 
as a symbol of Russian Orthodoxy in California. This gospel 
is kept in Sitka and one may see the signature of Count 
Rumiantsov's presentation to Fort Ross. 

XIII. Russian Orthodox servi s at Fort Ross (Memorial e 
ourth of July attracts people of Eastern 

from Alaska, New York, to Los Angeles, etc. The Russian San 
Francisco newspaper Russian Life always makes special 
announcements. Two Russian Orthodox Cathedrals provide a 
special bus service. The church services attract the most 
people to Fort Ross, as many as 3000 at one time. These 
people are very interested in our history, published 
literature and illustrative materials, and provide much money 
and donations to Fort Ross. 

XIV. Any failure to support this very important Russian tradition 
will result in many complaints to our governor as well as our 
committees from the ~ishops and Russian communities all over 
the U.S.A. Therefore, this tradition must never be changed. 

I have presented a very brief outline of Russian Orthodox activities 
at Fort Ross Chapel for your information and better understanding of 
this important traditional event. 

Sincere~y yours, . 

McM~~b a.~J:f;) . 
Nicholas Rok~t~y, Emeritu 
Professor Russian History 
Member of Advisory and Inter etive Association 

wpc 
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I 3anucsu Pyccsa~o llcTopu;:ecsa~o OihqecToa 

: .......................................... . 

IIpoToiepen o. AJIEKCAH,Ir,P B51TIECJIABOB, 

( HLIHf. yMepwin ) , q.'!eH l!HIII~iaTHBHOII fpynnLI llO 

cl>opTy Pocc, 'lJieH·yqpeAIITeJIL n T!JieH IIpaBJieHiJi Pyc­

cKaro llcTopn'lecKaro 06~ecTBa B AMepnKt. (CillA). 
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3act.,Z~aHie ,ll;t.JioBoro KoMMTeTa HHM~iaTMBHOH fpyn-

, nLr <I>opTa Pocc 17 anpt.JIH 1937 ro,11a, KOTopoe saxoH'lMJIO ' 

pe,Z~axnrpoBaHie YcTaBa HaMt.'leHHaro K cos,llaHiJo Pyc­

cxaro HcTOpM'lecxaro 06~ecTBa B AMepMKt.. CJit.Ba Ha 

npaBo - o. AJiexcaH,llp BJI'lecJiaBoB {HLIHt. yMepwiii), 

B. H. Ape!J>LeB ( cexpeTapL)' B. n. Jle6e,D;eB (ueH fpyn­

nLI), T. <I>. ToxapeB (xasHaqeft) li A. n. cl>apa!J>OHTOB 

(npe,lld.,llaTe.JIL fpynmz). 
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=======T=H=E=·.:==B_LL~~f·IN\.': St~f{~NCT - ~::·W~DNESDAY.--~uLy_~'8 .. 19~5 . ;~ 

AvHERE~~Russv\Ns ·RuLED IN cA!)f::pRNL~-~~Ti-IEN SAILED 'A.w A Y ll 
·of Fort Ross as It IS today, to.ppl~g the Sono. m.a ..-:hf. fs loo~.mg ~ut to sea, In ?'sJ.a_n.;s left Cahf.~rma .m 1841, were held Saturday. ~el~w,_ cl?seup of the chapel, and 1 
I, whose to:wers may be seen, the/~.st Greek_ Orthodox .se~Jces smc~ the B.~~,~! i;m~r';· ~ercedj Lev1a. Call,_ hostess at the <:e~iFony.; ,;_~· -: -~- ·• 1 -'- .. • . ,. , 

~zl\~~!tJa!z:-.tli•'ll8l\•11tlfirMdiBI. 

~OSTESS. --
final departure of the 
nlsts In 1841 began the 
itable and, to a large 
.ess. The territory lY­
Russlan river and the 
~lcano on the Marin 
Ulted- by the Mexican 
,n 1843 to Capt. Stephen 
made Kuskof ,hill home 
lle tract nop(h of the 
, Includes RosS': was 
1845, to Don .1'4"apuel 

·other· of the- ca.fj'tll.in'1J 
assed from his hands 
7S, It became the prop-
late George W. Call, 

1 owned by his heirs. · 
111 at the clanl chowder 
.turdaY was the "'l"idow, 
es Levis. Call. who. by 
umstance In these days 
1 taking. a warm lnter­
ngs Spa.nlf'h pertaining 
regime, Is o! Spanish 

g a member of a Span-~ 
1 Chill, In which coun-: 
marr:~ed ,to Mr. Call ln1 

J.. ' ' . _,.,A,, 

fz.ofa!J. cf?okitian~k!J 
l _l!a _L

7
oma Coutt 

0!. cJf,:i/~. Ca/d ""~"~ 

~ 
1 

1 ... , 
• , • ..,.:. : y. . .._~ . '. ' >' :. . . 

c"HuRcH£sF'R•Er.ioi.v~_:_i_ '1 
On·the pre-eminently hiHlorlc $o- 1 

11oma. coast East met West first; In 
the new world, after the parting 
b.etween Rome e.nd Constantinople 
000 year!! before. The church was 
divided by purn schism, by the 
question of the · supremacy ·.or 
:patriarchs, by the matter o! rlte, 
by the dltrerence of language. !<'rom 
f.he original separation the dlviRion 
between Greek :, Orthodox a n d 
Roman Cathollc wJC!ened wtth the 
passing ages. East drew more to­
ward the Orient, West more toward 
the Occident; .Jllasf held to the 
Greek, West to the Latin, In the 

. . church servlce. But, to thl! Infinite 
·"' credit of .both Orthodox Ru11s and 

Catholic Spanlar·:l, there was. all a 
whole~- Uttle but mutual frlendii­
J!ellll .ehown whe, they .met In the 

--i)eautlful wllden,esl!l of California. 
• ,.·\ ;~~,-.. ;. '...L;..o,..._• 


