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From Kamchatka to the Marquesas:
Krusenstern’s Voyage, 1803-1806

The principal preoccupation of Peter the Great
had been to draw Russia from ats secular 1solation
and make 1t mto a modern power. Open to the
outside world. it would be endowed with an army
and especially a navy, corresponding to the role he
wanted to see his country hencetorth plav. As carly
as 1696, he had wrested Azov from the Turks, and
it served as an opeming on the Black Sca. Having
declared war on Sweden i order to gain access to
the Balne, he succeeded in establishing himself at
the mouth of the Neva, where St. Petersburg was
tounded  In 1716, the sar dispatched trom Okh-
otsk, on the Siberian coast, a vessel thar was o as-
sure the first manome hason with the Kamchatka
penmsuli, discovered tweney vears carlier, and o
explore the Kurtles. In 1725, Peter I who was to
die that same year, deaided to launch a great expe-
dinon charged with venfying if Siberia and North
Amenica were or were not separated by the sea, and
1t there was a passage near the pole linking the At-
lantic and the Pacttic. Commanded by Vitus Ber-
g, the expedinon did not leave until 1728; 1t fixed
the posinon ot the strane that separates Asia from
America. On a second voyage, in 1740-1741, dur-
ing which he was to die, Bering and his licutenant,
Alcksev Ivich Chirkov, discovered Alaska and the
Alcutan Islands. After 1739, two Russian ships
landed at several pomnts on the Japanese littoral; in
1743, Khmtevskor reconnoitered the coast of Sib-
ena trom Okhotsk to the Kamchatka peninsula.

Atterward, Russian merchants orgamzed voy-
ages desiened o bring back from the American
northwest turs that they sold at substanual protits
to the Chimese, who were particularly partal to sea
otter skins. This commerce, iniually unregulated,
led to the loss of many ships and, cventually, to a
rapid depredanion of the fauna: it was tinally regu-
lainzed by the nich merchant Chehikov. who, with
some ditheuley, managed to unite all those who
partcipated m this commerce n a “Russuan-Amer-
wan Company™ which estabhished trading posts
protected by small torts in almost all the Aleutian
Islands. Nevertheless, things remamed dithicule. The
completely solated  settlements could not exast
without tood and equipment sent overland from
Russia and then shipped from Okhotsk to the
Aleutians by sea. Two vears passed betore the col-
lected furs were sold, as fill‘l\’ first had to be .‘\hlp}\Cd
to Okhotsk: it took western sailors onlv a third of

this titme to obtain turs on the American coast and
sell them i Macao.

Adam Ivan (Johann) von Krusenstern under-
stood this problem. Having served i the Brinsh
navy, he had had the opportunity to sail aboard 4
merchant ship to India and China, where he spent
several months in Canton. During his voyages,
Krusenstern had become convineed that Russia had
to be linked to her American colonies by sailing
across the Pacific and rounding Cape Horn, and es-
pecially that the fur trade had to be carried out from
the colonies directly to Canton. He wrote the Rus-
stan Minister of Trade, Smmonov, a memorandum
showing how the obstacles to such trade could be
overcome. He recaved no reply, But, m 1801,
Alexander | ascended the throne, and he soon tumed
his attention to these questions, which had been
neglected by his father. The following year, Kru-
senstern sent the new Minister of the Navy, Mord-
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THE RUSSIANS IN THE PACIFIC, 18031829

vinov, a1 second memorandum that was strongly
supported by the Minister ot Trade, Count Ro-
manzeot, a great patron ot the saences. The em-
peror named Krusenstern captain and asked him to
carry out his plans himsclt.

Krusenstern had not torescen this possibihiey.
In fact, recently married and “awaiting the joy of
being a father,” he had even planned to leave the
service and devote himself to his tanily. However,
on August 7, 1802, he was “named the commander
of two ships destined for the northwest coast of
America.” These ships were stll to be found, since
the Russian navy had no vessels capable of under-
taking such a voyage. Krusenstern chose as his sce-
ond m command a Capram Listansky, who had
served with him in the British navy and been to
America and the Indies, and sent him first to Ham-
burg in the company of the shipbuilder Kasumov
and then to London, where he bought two vessels,
one of 450 tons and the other of 370 tons. They were
christened the Nadezhda (Hope) and the Neva. In
London, Lisiansky had also obtained anti-scorbu-
tics and a varicty of medicines. During this time,
Krusenstern had turned to the German universities
in order to recruit scienusts for the expedition, for
in this matter Russia was still—and would long re-
man—dependent on Germany. The men selected
were the astronomer J. K. Horner, trom Zurich, and
a Leipzig docror, W. G. Tilesius von Tilenau, who
was also a naturahse and a dratisman. A Gortingen
maturahist. Go Ho von Landsdortt, tardily asked o
be taken along and caughe up with the ships at Co-
penhagen, where he was accepred on board; he was
to quit the expedition at Kamchatka, The German
poce August von Kotzebue, who had ofticial duties
i St. Perersburg, persuaded Krusenstern to take
dlong two of his sons who were navy cadets: Otto
and Moritz, then fifteen and tourteen years old, re-
spectively.

While he was preparing the expedition, Kru-
senstern was charged with 4 second responsibility:
He was to transport to Japan an ambassadorial mis-
ston directed by N. P. Resanov, the son-in-law of
Chelikov and a chamberlain of the emperor’s. As
unpertal plempotentiary, Rezanov was to renew with
the Nipponese empire relations origimally estab-
lished by a first mission m 1792, which had ob-
titned permission for an unarmed Russian vessel to
zo to Nagasaki. In addinon. five Japanese who had
been shipwrecked in the Aleutians in 1796 were to
be returned to their country. "It s difheule,” Kru-
senstern wrote, “to imagine nastier imen. They were
dirty, lazy, always m a bad temper, and highly ma-
hicious. ™

Arriving i Kronstadt trom London on June
5, 1803, the Nadezhda and the Neva set sail on Au-
gust 7 and reached Copenhagen on the cighreenth,
but it was a month before they were able to leave,
because some of the salted foods that had been
loaded had to be replaced. There was only a one-
day stopover at Falmouth on the English coast be-
tore the Nadezhda and the Neva set sail tor Tener-
ife, where they anchored from October 18 to 27.
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Krusenstern’s Ships and Crews

The NADEZHIDA: 450-ton English vessel:
lett trom Kronstade, 8/7/1803;

returned to Kronstadt, 8/19/1806;

crew: 85 men.

Commander: Adam Ivan (Johann) von Krusenstern, cap-
tan-heutenant (captain).

Lieutenants: Ist, Chevalier Macary Ratmanov; 2nd, Fe-
dor de Romberg; 3rd, Pierre Golovatchev: 4th, Hermann
5th, Baron von Bellimgshausen.

von Loewenste

First doctor: Dr. Carl Espenberg,

Surgeon: Johann Sydham

Naturalists: Dr. Tilesius von Tilenau. Baron G, H. von
Langsdortt

Astronomer: |. K. Horner.

Cadets: Otto von Kotzebue, Motz von Kotzebue.

Russian embassy to Japan: Resanov, chamberlam o the
emperor, ambassador; Hermann de Fridene, chiet of statt;
Count Fedor Tolstor, lieutenant of the guards: De. Boinkin,
medical doctor and botamst; Enenne Kurlandtzov, Acad-

The NETA 370-ton Enghsh vessel;
lett From Kronstade, 8/7/1803,
returned o Kronstade, B/47 18006,
crew: 54 men.

Commander: Yurn Lisianuskv, captain,
Licutenants: Ist, Pavel Arbusov: 2nd. Povalichking 3rd.
Fedor Kovedaev: 4th, Vasili Berg

Doctor: e, [abaud. |

The satlors strolled through the streets of Santa
Cruz, a aity, Krusenstern wrote, “'in which one en-
counters more disgusting objects than anywhere else
in the world: all that 1s to be seen are ragged and
disgustingly discased beggars of both sexes and all
ages, prostitutes, drunken sailors, and shameless
thieves.”™ The Russian othicers were hospitably re-
cetved by the governor, the Marquis de la Casa
Cahigal. Krusenstern proudly noted: “The strange
ideas that are current about Russia and Russians in
distant lands contributed more than a hude w che
surprise of our hosts when they saw that these Hy-
perboreans lost nothing when compared with the
cleverest peoples of southern Europe.™

In a month, the ships reached the Brazilian
coast. At sca, Langsdorff made microscope studies
ot the marine ammmalcules that mn some places made
the sea phosphorescent. Tilesius also did research on
the marine microfauna; during the voyage, he be-
gan studying diphyes—animals native o warm
scas—which floated by mceans of two swimming
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bells The sacnusts who worked on shipboard  lessly.” The Cape was rounded on March 3. Luck- The Russians i the Pacifi

during these very long vovages were fortunate in
this regards they had avatlable an abundant and
constantly renewed supply of material. and were
thus able to make considerable progress n a ticld
that science had only just begun to study.

In Brazil, Krusenstern chose as the site of his
stopover Santa Catarma Island, south of Rio, and
thus was able to avord the port “'in which foreign-
ers, espeaally af they arrive aboard merchant ves-
sels, are subjected to all sorts of humihating for-
mahties.” Smee the Neva was in need of repairs, he
remamed at Santa Catarina five weeks, and an ob-
servatory was set up n Fort Santa Cruz. Delays
having accumulated since the departure  from
Kronstadt, Krusenstern was afraid that at this ume
of vear he would run mto storms at Cape Horn.
“We were assailed by cold. fog, and contrary winds.

Extremely violent blasts of wind accompa-
nied by hail and snow followed one another cease-

TRO- 1829
Voyage of Knusenstern

ily, there were no sick men aboard the two ships,

which, on March 24, were separated sooner than had
been foreseen. According to plan, if this happened,
they were to rendezvous at the Marquesas, toward
which the Nadezhada, having given up the idea of
visiting, Easter Island, immediately set sail.

Deserters and Marquesans

As they were about to anchor at Nuka Hiva
on May 7, 1804, the Russians were surprised to see
a European approach in a canoe flying a white flag.
It was an Englishman named Roberts, who, like the
nauves, was naked and wore only a belt around his
waist. Roberts had been set down in the Marquesas
by the crew of a merchant vessel for having refused
to participate in a plot against the captain. For two
years, he had lived on Santa Cristina [sland and, for
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the past seven, at Nuka Hiva, where he had mar-
ned a relanve of the island’s king. He mtormed them
that there was also on the island a French deserier,
a mortal enemy of s whom he warned the Rus-
S1NS agamst.

On these distant sslands, 10 was already possi-
ble to encounter solated Europeans who were more
or less voluntanly hving amonyg che nanves, They
had adopted the local lite-stvle and were most often
well treated. They were escaped English convicrs
or deserters, or sometimes adventurers of every na-
tonality who had deliberately chosen to live in ex-
ile. In the decades that tollowed. there were more
ind more of them. In 1842, an Amernican sailor was
to desert at Nuka Hiva and hve tor several months
with a tribe of cannibals. His name was Herman
Melville, and he gave an account of his adventures
mn two books, Typee and Omoo.

The Nuka Hivans welcomed the Russians, and
the barter began. “At the sight of a piece of ron,
they demonstrated a childish jov expressed in bursts
of laughrer. With an air of triumph, they showed
this treasure to their less fortunate companions.”™
Women, cager to seduce the sailors, “swam around
the ship for more than five hours,” Krusenstern
having forbidden them to come aboard. At night-
tall. these poor creatures asked so piteously to be
taken on board that I could no longer refuse”™—but
two days later the commander had to reinstate his
mterdiction. As he saw it, the women did not come
of their own free will but in deference to their fathers
or therr brutal and tyrannical husbands. To obtain
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The most beautiful tattoos
in the world

The Russians were charmed by these people.
According to Krusenstern, the Marquesans were the
handsomest men he had seen, but he reproached
them for their inditference and apathy. He nonced
with astomshment that mn ies natural state ther skin
was white; only the tattoos and the oil with which
they coated themselves made icappear blackish. All
scemed inexcellent health. The women had har-
monious teatures, but they were small. shore, and
walked awkwardly.

On the very first day. the king of Nuka Hiva,
Fapeya Kettenovie, had come on board. He was
“rattooed everywhere, even on his head. several
arcas ot which had been expressly shaved tor this
purpose.” He returned the next mornmy accom-
pamed by his family. They were astounded by the
mirrors in the commander’s cabin and “examined
the backs of them tor some explanation of the mar-
velous effect.™ Atterward, cvery time Fapeva en-
tered Krusenstern's cabin, he would rush o the
standing mirror and remam lookmye ar himselt,
“otten tor hours, ™

Krusenstern took advantage ot this opportu-
nity to examine the extraordimary Marguesan tat-
toos. “When they reached the age of manhood, the
Nuka Hivans tattoo thar entre bodies wath g per-
tection achieved nowhere else. Tt s a true pantng
made up of diftferent elements . ordmarnly they
choose black, which gradually changes meo o dark
blue.”™ However, only the king, his tather, and the
high priest were tattooed trom head o toot, the
lower m the socul scale an ndividual was. the tewer
his tartoos, and some had none at all. These pamnt-
mgs were done by true protessional arusts. one of
whom established himselt on board and tattooed
most of the Russian sailors.

On shore, the Nuka Hivans surrounded the
seamen, but politely and respecttully. Neverthe-
less, the two Europeans hving on the island de-
scribed them as bemyg depraved, barbarous. and
cannibalistic. Krusenstern wrote that this contrast-
ing judgment was explamed by the tact that the 1s-
landers believed the navigators were spirits. “For-
cign ships fall from the skies, and they believed thae
thunder could be explamed by the caonnonades ex-
changed by the ships in the douds, where they sailed
with the greatest of case. That is why these island-
ers are so atrad of our cannon.”’

A serious incident disturbed the sty m this
apparent paradise. A rumor having spread that the
king was being detained on board the Nadezhda, the
inhabitants ran for their arms. The misunderstand-
ing was cleared up, but it was evident that the king
himselt had provoked it at the instigavon of the




Frenchman, Joseph Cabn, whom the Russians were
Liter to make an allv and tike to Kamchatka. From
m Pans

re, Cabr managed to return to France:
IS0 he displaved hinmselt as a0 Usavage™ ma -
cos at the Samt-German tair

ks to Roberts, Krusenstern was able o
tocess too which was usually torbid-
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den o toragners. Bach tanuly had ats own, Only
the mien attended tuneral rites; a pig would be be-
headed and ottered to the gods, then s Hesh would
be caten by those present. (Pigs were gcm‘r.i“y‘ caten
ondv under these crcumstances.) The dead man's
would then be rubbed with coconut oil to
proserve 1t from putretacnon, afrer which i would
At the end of twelve
muonths the corpse was cut to picees in a new cer-
cmony and the bones placed 0 the moran

On My 11 the Nera reached Nuka Hiva, and
the two ships satled at the end of the month for the
Sandwich Islands, where Krusenstern planned to
reprovision the expedinon. Bue the Hawatans had

body

become as hard as a rock.

become extzent and would exchange prgs only tor
ot cdoth Though they struck the Russians as
constderably less handsome than the Mar-
quesans, they seemed “very supenior as to mtelh-
venee and mndusery,” Unable to ger the provisions
Krusenstern deaded to head tor Kam-
chatka mmmicdately. Lisiansky chose to remam in
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the Sandwich Islands tor some ume before going
te Rodiak Island near the American coast.

It took the Nadezhda thirty-hive days, but, on
Julyv 15, she reached Petropavlovsk in Avacha Bay.
Count Romanzot had asked chat they look for a land
that the Spaniards believed was rich in gold and sil-
ver and which was to be found to the cast of Japan.
Nerther the Dutchman De Vries i 1643 nor La
Perouse i 1787 had been able to find it. Krusen-
stern was convinced that this 1sland did not exase.
At Petropavlovsk, Langsdortt left the expedinon and
went overland to return to Europe by way of Sib-
crie. The enure cargo having been wurned over to
the Russian colonists, a considerable supply of food
was loaded onto the Nadezhda,which had been re-
ticced. In the waters of Avacha Bay, which had not
as vet been prospected, Tilesius discovered many
new species of fish such as the Pacific cod and the
blenny: polvpana. for which he created the genus
Krisenstermia; and holothurians, of which he made
an anatonucal study.

Krusenstern hoped to reach Nagasaki on
Kvushi Island, the southernmost island of the Jap-
anese archipelago, before the northeast monsoon;
but ram and tog kept him in Kamchatka until Sep-
tember 6. At sea, the weather was constantly bad,
and a storm off the Kuriles caused the ship to spring
aleak Nevertheless, Krusenstern carctully charted
the Japanese coasts, but he did not tfind the four 15-
lands that figured on La Pérouse’s iunerary. Clear-
e Cape Van Diemen to the south of Kyusha, he
noted that it was incorrectly marked on carlier maps.
I'he good weather had returned, and from a dis-
tance one could admire the mountamous land-
scapes topped by high peaks and also get indica-

ERUSENSTERN'S VOYAGE, 1800- 1506

tons of the “industry of Japan, the richness of whose
cultivanions 1 unequalled.™

Japanese suspicion

In October 1804, the Nadezhda entered the vast
bay ot Nagasaki, the only port open to European
ships. Following widespread conversions made in
the sixteenth century by St. Francis Xavier and his
companions—conversions that had resulted in vio-
lent persecution—the Nipponese empire had closed
n on wselt. The Dutch had been permitted ro found
a small permanent sertlement, relegated to the ar-
uticial 1slet of Deshima in the Nagasaki roads; bur
thev were carctully watched and subjected to -
numerable vexatons. Therr trading post, however,
was the only channel for relations between Japan and
Europe.

The arrival of a Russian ship brought abour a
new wave of severity. “From the first to the last
moment of our stay . we have been prisoners
aboard our ship. . . . We are not only forbidden to
eo on shore, but even to tike a longboat any dis-
tance from the shup . o 7 I the Japanese consented
to repair the Nadezhda at their expense, it was be-
cause they hoped to see her leave that much faster.
No sooner had the ship arrived than some magis-
trates, or banios, had come on board. They -
quired atter the route taken by the ship, pointed out
where she was to anchor, and confiscated all pow-
der and weapons. including the hunting rifles of the
ofticers. Only the soldiers in the ambassador’s guard
remained armed, at the express request of the lat-
ter, who finally obtained permission to live on shore;
however, by a typically Japanese paradox, the prince
of Fisen msisted on sending his own boat for him.
“She was enormously large and magnificent—her
length being 120 feet—and the sides shone with the
most dazzhing lacquer; matting and precious rugs
covered all the planks . . .7

The house placed at the ambassador's dispo-
siion was behind a great door with two locks—one
onr the outside and the other inside—the keys to
which were retained by two Japanese officers. Re-

Drrareings of vattoos oo ndhabitants of
Nuka Hiva Vovage Around the
World by €5 H Langsdorft. 1812
Engraving by | € Bk

{ Bibhothegue doe Muscion dlnseore
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Arifrcral wslet of Dieshima m the
Nagasaks roads, site of the Dutch
rrading post—the only authorized
European establishment i _Japan
Anonymous watercolor. (Musee de la
Marme, Pans. Photo by Michel
Dyidier © Photeh )
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sanov was not permiteed to go o Edo, the imperial
residence. After a tive-month ware, on April 3, 1805,
an official brought a response to his request: The
emperor refused to recerve him and returned all his
aitts, tor he had no intennon ot sending any hun-
self. Hencetorth, all Russian ships were forbidden
in Japanese ports. In the end, as a resule of this em-
bassy. the Russians lost even the “privilege they had
of entering Nagasakr.™

After having obtained the necessary provi-
stons, there was nothing for the commander to do
but quic the port. For the return o Kamchatka,
Krusenstern chose the longest route so that he might
explore the western coast of the Nipponese archi-
pelago—the coast facing China—trom south to north
right up to the large island, Saghahen (Sakhaln),
discovered by La Pérouse. Along the way he gave
Russian names to the newly discovered capes and
bays. Having passed Tsugaru Strait, the Nadezhda
reconnoitered the coasts of Yeso (Hokkaido), whose
name mn Japanese means “land of the barbarians.”
Its savage aspect contrasted with that of meensely
cultivated Japan proper.

The Ainus and the Tartars

Having dropped anchor at the northern part
of the island in Soya Bay, which was given Ro-
manzot's name, the Russians entered into contact
with the indigenous non-Japanese population. “The
mhabitants of Yeso call themselves Anus; they also
live m the southern pare of Sakhalin. . They
are dark-skinned, almost black, and have thick and
bushy beards and black hair. . . . Therr women are

uglv. . . . The principal characteristic [of the Amnus]

e
(¥

15 kindness. They brought us tish without
asking anything m return . Though relanons
between the navigators and the peacetul Aunus were
excellent, the Japanese who controlled the ports ot
Yeso demanded that che Russians leave mmedi-
atelv. Once the La Pérouse Strait had been crossed,
thev anchored in Aniva Bay at the southern end of
Sakhalin; but the Japanese were settled there too, and
Ambassador Resanov was in a hurry to reach
Kamchatka, After having reconnoitered the gulf,
which he called Patience and which 1s La Pérouse’s
De Langle Bav, Krusenstern therefore cut cast to-
ward the Kuriles, which he traversed.

On June 6, the Nadezhda was back in Perro-
pavlovsk. The unfruntful mission embarked sceveral
weeks later on the Maria and returned to St Pe-
tersburg in October. Krusenstern now had only to
attend to the attairs of the Russian-Amencan Com-
pany, and he made a detailed on-site investigation
of 1ts functoning. The status of its satlors and em-
ployees was extremely precarious. Having come
there in hopes of making their tortunes, they were
stagnating under extremely primitive conditions in
this frozen land, and they were subjected to cruel
and tyrannical leaders. Exhausted by sickness, by
insutticient and arregularly available food, and by
bad treatment, few of them saw their homes again.
The fate of the colonists established on the Amen-
can coast was no more enviable.

On July 9, Krusenstern left o complete the
exploration of Sakhalin. This ame he followed its
northern coast in search of the channel which, ac-
cording to La Pérouse, separated this island trom
the Asiatic continent; he failed to find it. The crops
that could be seen on the island “suggested a pop-
ulation more civilized than the Ainus.” The Rus-



stans were greeted by the Tartars with “sweeping
gestures and embraces.” but their greed was
pamtul contrast wath the friendly disinterest of the
Amus, whom they had driven trom this part of the
shind, Krusenstern did not conunue his explora-
tron to the coasts of Tartary because he was feartul
ot controntation with the armed ships the Chimese
mamtained m ther ports

Back i Perropavlovsk on August 29, he sent
to St. Petersburg a courier carrying a résumé of his
vovage, as well as maps, drawings, and natural his-
tory collections so that this material might not be
lost in case of shipwreck. On September 9 he set
out tor China, where he was to jom up with the
Nera. The Nuadezhda reached Macao on November
20, the Nera on December 3. The two ships had
been separated tor eighteen months.

In the meanume, Lisiansky had wvisited the
company's settlements on Kodiak and Sitka Islands
o the south of the Alaskan peninsula. He had
broughe with him a large cargo that was to be ex-
changed tor Chinese goods. But at Canton the sale
ot the turs was hindered by the bad will of the au-
thorues. and 1t ook interminable negotations o
L The Russians were not able o leave
Canton unnl February 6, 1806—twentv-tour hours
betore orders tor the seizure of the two vessels ar-
nved trom the Peking court. The ships traversed
Sunda Strare in March, and atter a four-day stay at
Sto Helena and another stop at Copenhagen. were
back i Kronstadt in August 1806,

pring i ot

In three vears and twelve days of navigation
i all but unknown scas, Krusenstern had not lost
a smgle man and he had brought his crew back in
cood health. The Russian navy had demonstrated
that 1t was capable of competing with its powerful
Brinsh and French partmers, and drew legitimate
pride trom this. True, 1t had stll been necessary to
turn to Great Britain to procure the ships capable
of makmg so long a vovage, but the following ex-
peditions Jeft in Russian-buile ships.

As for the immediate goal he had set himself,
Krusenstern had mert it by creating a maritime link
berween Russia proper, Kamchatka, and the Rus-
sun colontes m North America; and berween the
latter and the Chinese market. Upon his return,
Krusenstern made a report severely critical of the
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Russian-American Company’s  administration—a
criticism to which he returned in his Journey Around
the World pubhshed in 1810-1814; it led to the
chmination of some abuses and considerably 1m-
proved the situation of those dependent on the
company. As for Lisiansky, he pubhished an ae-
count of the journey of the Neva, which had in great
part been different trom that of the Nadezhda.

The naturahsts had brought back a harvest of
precious information about the flora and fauna of
the countries visited, and they made a new contri-
bution to the studv of life in the then largely un-
known scas. The results were contained in three
works published by Tilesius and Langsdorft.

After having completed the account of his
voyage, Krusenstern left again in 1815 to explore
the Bering Strait and seck out the Northwest Pas-
sage. He later published mmportant hydrographic
studies, including the excellent Adas of the Paafic
Ocean. Promoted in 1826 to rear admiral and diree-
tor of the Naval Academy, he was a member of the
scientific commuittee of the Ministry of the Navy and
was thus able to help prepare the great expeditions
that followed. In 1829, he was made a vice adm-
ral, and, in 1841, an admiral.
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The poet Chamisso goes around the
world: Kotzebue’s voyages 1815-1826

The Russians had to wait unul the end of the
Napoleonic Wars before being able to organize an-
other voyage around the world. Though a private
individual took the initiative for this voyage, he was
a man who was as rich as he was powerful. Nicho-
las Petrovitch Romanzof, who had been Minister
of Trade when Krusenstern lett, had, in 1807, be-
come Minister of Foreign Attairs and then Grand
Chancellor. Strongly interested in the arts and sci-
ences, he willingly played the role of Maecenas. In
1815, Romanzof gave Krusenstern the responsibil-
ity for preparing a new expedition that would be
charged with reconneitering several Pacific islands
and with once more explormg the northwest coast
of America south of the Bering Strait to see if a
passage to Battin Bay could tinally be tound.

Krusenstern had a small bng bule, chnstened
it the Rurik, and turned s command over to the
man who at fifteen had been his clerk aboard the
Nudezhda—Orto von Kotzebue, who for this pur-
pose was made heutenant commander. A young
Estoman doctor, J. F. Eschscholtz, and the botamst
C. F. von Ledebour were designated as naturalists,
but Ledebour had to resign tor reasons of health.
T'he poet Chamisso—who had. a year carlier, been
made tamous by the publication of one of the mas-
terpicces of German Romatic literature, The Mar-
velous History of Peter Schlemihl—oftered to replace
him.

Born in 1781 at the Chiteau de Boncourt in
Champagne. Louis Charles Adelaide de Chamisso,
who afterward chose the German name Adelbert
von Chamusso, had while sull voung immigrated
to Prussia with his tanuly, In 1812, he registered ar
the University of Berlin, where he studied botany,
anatomy, and zoology. “In my childhood,” he was
to wnte, “Cook had raised the curtain hiding a
world that was sall as seductive as a tairy tale. 7 As
an adule, Chamisso had deaided o find that world.

Come trom Abo (Turku), Finland, where she
had been equpped, the Rurik left Kronstadt on July
30, 1815, On Aungust 9, she was in Copenhagen,

where Chamisso came on board in the company of

Licutenant Morten \X"nrnu.k]('.\h‘], who, on his re-
turn from a vovage to Greenland and Kamchatka,
had asked permission to assist him as a volunteer
naturalist.

From the beginning, the poet was struck by
the linired space to which he would have ro ac-
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commodate himselt for the next three years. “The
cabin is about twelve feet square. . On cither
side were two bunks, two wall cupboards installed
for sleeping purposes. . . . My bunk and the three
drawers underncath are the only space on this ship
that belongs to me. . . . In the cabm, tour men
sleep, six men live, and seven men cat. . . . Be-
tween meals, the painter and s drawing board take
up two sides of the table, and the third side belongs
to the officers. . . . If anybody wants to write or
in any way make use of the table, he has to wait to
take it over for a few Heeung moments that are
parsimoniously counted and avariciously  em-
ployed: as tor me, I cannot work this way.” To this
confinement was soon added seasickness, “agamst
which I ceaselessly struggle, but in vain™ —all of
which made “this phase of the vovage o tme ot
ditticult apprenticeship™ for the unfortunate poet.
Soon Chamisso was at odds with the captain, who
constantly “complained about the natural history
collectuons piling up™ on the deck or between-decks:
with the second licutenant, who was “sickly and
irritable™; and even with the sailors, who expressed
enormous contempt for his research and unhesitat-
ingly threw his harvests overboard. Though Es-
chscholtz became his friend. his relanons with the
painter Choris and parucularly with Wormskjold




Kotzebue’s Ship and Crew

The RURIK. very small 2-muasied brg, 180 tons and 8 small
CATHIOL

lett trom Kronstade, 7 300 1815

returied to 50 Petersburg, 873 T8N,

crew: 32 men,

| deaths: 1 {of taiberculosis).

Commander: Ouo von  Kotzebue, heutenant  com-

nrander

|

| Lieutenants: 1st. Gleb Simonovitch Chichmarev: 2nd, Ivan
| 3 : 7

[ Tacovlevirch Sakhann. left sick m Petropavlovsk, July 1816,

Doctor and naturalist: e Johann Fricdrich Eschscholez I

Naturalist: Adclbert von Channsso

Assistant naturalist: Licutenant Morten Wormskjold, lett
the expedinon at Petropaviovsh, July 1816

Painter: | ouis Chores

were badly stramed. Wormskjold got along with no
cne and very soon made known his mrention o
disembark. He was o quit the Rurik at Petropav-
lovskon June 1816,

The tirst stages were the same as had been
followed by Krusenstern twelve yvears carher. Atter
stopping at Plvmouth from Scptember 7 to 25, the
Rurtk anchored at Santa Cruz de Tenerife and
reached Santa Catarina Island on the Brazilian coast
on December 10, 1815, On board, when not on duty
the men amused themselves as best they could.
Every Sundav there was a concert. A chorus
tormed by the satlors had band instruments avail-
able, and our Bengah cook played the violin.™
Chamisso and Eschscholtz devoted themselves to
observations of manne animals that were fished for
trom the deck with the help of a cloth net attached
to a pole. The two naturahsts made an important
discovery about mollusks known as salps: “The
same species has two very ditferent basic forms ac-
cording to the alternation of generations.” They also
studied jellvtish and found several new species, the
acalephac—about which Eschscholtz was later to
pubhish a basic study-—being of particular mterest.

Chanusso was less and less sorry about hav-
ing jomned the expedition, and the sight of the nat-
ural splendors of Brazil completely restored his en-
thusiasm. Here “the animal world is in harmony
with the vegetable world. The creeper form of the
vegetation corresponds to the climbing grip of the
birds and the corkscrew tail of the mammals, found
even n beasts of prey. . . . In the msect world,
richness and splendor reign, and the butterfly rivals
the humming bird. . . . When nighe falls on this
green world, the animal world shines around irts
fires. The air, the thicket, and the earth are filled
with fashes and illuminate the sea.”™ Here, “all 1s
new for saence.” Indeed, Chamisso discovered
many new plants, among them an extremely beau-
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atul palm tree with teathery foliage which he bap-
tzed Cocos romanzoftiana.

The Rurik lete Santa Catanina carrying young
chattering toucans and a capuchin monkey. She
tollowed a very different route from the one taken
by Krusenstern, Cape Horn was rounded annd
storms, and, ascending the coast of Chile, the ship
reached Talcahuano in Concepeion Bay on Febru-
ary 13, 1816. On the way, the naturalists observed
whales and dolphins, and collected the gigantic
austral algac that were charactenstic of the region.
The arrival of the Rurik mmnally provoked both
surprise and fear, for its flag was unknown, but the
Russians were nevertheless well received by the
Spaniards, who gave balls and banquets in their
honor.

On March 8, the Rurik left Concepeion Bay.
On that date, Chamisso noted: “The voyage of
discovery . begins here.” Unul his arrival in
Avacha Bay on June 19, Kotzebue sailed through
vast ocean spaces that had scarcely been entered since
the heroic times of Le Maire and Schouten. On
March 28, at Easter Island, the poct finally touched
on the unknown. Thus was realized *the first great
promise of this voyage.”

“A large number of people awaited us peace-
fully, noisily, and impaticntly on the shore, dem-
onstrating their childlike joy by agitated move-
ments on the beach.” However, an atmosphere of
suspicion and menace seemed to reign over the is-
land, and it was not to be explained untl much later.
In 1805, the American schooner Nancy had come to
the island in search of laborers; despite energetic re-
sistance by the Easter Islanders, the Americans seized
twelve men and ten women and kept them chained
for three days, freeing them only when land was
out of sight. The men immediately jumped over-
board and perished, and the women had to be forc-
ibly restrained from following suit. Since then, the
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THE RUSSIANS IN THE PACIFIC, 18031829

islanders had been on the defensive.

The Russians spent only a few hours on Easter
Island before leaving in search of new lands. The
first to be found may have been Schouten’s Isle of
Daogs and was theretore called Doubttul Island, but
the tollowmg one was certainly unknown. Kotze-
bue deaded to disembark there, “Despite the strong
surf, we managed to land by means of a ratt. One
by one. the sailors got on the ratt and let them-
selves be towed along a rope. protinng from a high
wave to cross the reet and reach the shore.”™ Though
there were traces of human habwaoon, they met no
one: 1t seemed the natives trom neghboring islands
would come to tish chere. Chamisso quickly com-
pleted his natural history mventory as there was lit-
tle flora and only 4 tew land and sea birds, a small

hizard, and some butterflics. The first discovery was
dedicated to Romanzof, the sponsor of the expedi-
ton, and saluted with cannon and a double ranon
tor the crew, 1t being the Russian Easter. Krusen-
stern’s name and that of the Rurik were given to two
small coral groups sighted near the Palliser Islands
discovered by Cook.

On Apnl 30, the Penrhyns—other low-lying
islands linked by reefs and enclosing a lagoon—came
mto view. The natives, “vigorous, well buile, but
somewhat tnightening as they were covered not wiath
tattoos but with chest and back scarifuctuons, the
most recent of which were bloody,™ soon became
so numerous that they were made to keep thewr pi-
rogues on one side of the ship, since the crew was
unable to detend itself agamst three hundred sav-
ages hungry tor nails and pieces of ron. Several days
later. the Rurik was cast ot the Marshall and Gilbert
Islands. There Kotzebue discovered two new is-
lands, dubbed Kutusov and Suvarov.

On June 19, the Rurik entered the vast Avacha
Bav. It was the first time that Chamisso—who had
never been to Russia and was only beginning to learn
the language—"put foot on Russian soil.” He was
all the more surprised to tind himself in the home
of an American, who had somchow ended up in this
small town ot Petropavlovsk, before a “cunningly
pamted portrait on glass of Madame Récamier, the
amable triend of Madame de Staél, in whose home
I had long enjoyed her friendly commeree.™

The month-long stopover m the capital of
Kamchatka was devoted to various excursions and
above all to almost daily partics, sometimes on shore
and oftered to the navigators by their compatniots,
sometimes shipboard returns of hospiahiry. Licu-
tenant Chichmarev's birthday was celebrated there
“with an unbridled joy, especially among the sail-
ors, as he was loved by all.” Second Licutenant
Sakharin, who was sick, had to leave the expedi-
tion, and Wormskjold finally disembarked, after
having often threatened to do so.

It was only then that Kotzebue unveiled his
navigation plan, though only in part. During the




sununer of 1816, they had o content themselves
with reconnorterimg a sate anchorage on the Amer-
1T st .‘.i‘ll1 I‘['\ }'.l{l:];.‘ l‘l'll' d \.L'L'l“]k{ SUINIINCT TS,
which would be devored o a detatled exploraoon
with the help of emplovees ot the Russian-Aumnen-
can Company and the assistance of Aleats m cherr
!'I-].!

thie horsy

“Tothese peoples the one-seat badar as whar
fossack. Thas skift s o long and
narrow swim bladder made ot sealskin and ending

15 g L

i 4 tapermye pomt. Evervehing s stretched over a
hicht wooden framework, In the nmddle there 15 a
arcular openmyg: the man sits in it waith out-
stretched legs, his rrunk sacking up from the open-
. His hight paddic m hand, Ins weapons be-
nn. mamtanmg s balance like a horseman,
ver the mobile surtace hke an arrow.™
Between owo cruises, m the winter ot 1816-
1817, the Rurik descended o the tropical islands for
several months. On July 17, she lett Petropav-
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AN cdavs later. o hagh, rocky, and snow-
wered Lind that “looked ternbiv sad™ came o
view: i was Bermg Islind, where the unfortunate

explorer had died and been bunied. On the twenty-
reached Se
to the Bermyg Strae Imnally feartul, the
nlanders were soon loudly asking the satlors tor to-
“Having learned that T was their leader.™
Kotzebue wrote, “they came m turn to embrace me
by rubbimg thar noses agamst mmé and ending ther

Lawrence Islind at the

seventh, thes
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camphments by spiting into thewr hands, which they
then passed over my face.”™ The ship nexe entered
the channel in which on his third voyage Cook had
explored three islands: Kotzebue discovered several
others.

Io the north of Bering Strait, the Russians
tound a grear arm of the sea on the American coast;

thev thought they had finally  discovered the
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Northwest Passage. but they soon saw that 1t was
an lluston: The gult to which it led was Cook’s
Goodhope Bay. The sound was given Kotzebue's
pame. In this vast gulf, the Rurtk anchored m the
shelter of Chansso Island m hode Eschscholiz Bay.
The ofticers left to explore the shind, "We had
chmbed these slopes. ™ Kotzebue records under the
date August 8, 1816, “without noucng that we were
walking on a veritable wceberg. Dr Evchscholz
tound a part of & talus that had meleed and o his
great surprise nooiced that the mgenor ot the
mountain was made of pure ice.” In one of these
gashes, the naturalise found the teeth and rusks of a
mammoth The mhabitanes, who seemed never to
have scen a European. watched the ship m aston-
ishment from the coast. Once established 1w thewr
on-shore camp. the Russians were convinced they

were surrounded by "Americans.” In the middle of

the night, Kotzebue decided to break camp. Ot thas
deaston, he wroter 71 saw no other way o escape
death.” However. as Channsso notes, these mien
“were not hostile but simply cunous.™

The Rurik next followed the Astatic coast “in
order to get to know the people who inhabit it and
to compare them with the Amencans.” They were
the Chukchi, an independent Eskimo tribe. “They
recognize Russian sovereignty only to the extent that
they pay tribute where they trade with the Rus-
sians to mutual advantage. . . . They welcomed us
on shore as otticial hosts—amiably, but with a so-
lemnity that deprived us of all spontaneity.™

The goal of the first cruise having been
achiceved, the Rurik set sail toward the south, stop-
ping once more in St. Lawrence Bay. On leaving
{August 29), she was struck by a violent storm and
did not reach Unalaska Island in the Aleutians until
September 7. Kotzebue was received there by the
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THE RUSSIANS IN THE PACIFIC, 18031829

agent of the Russun-American Company and told
him of his needs tor the second summer cruise.
Leaving the port of Unalaska on September 14, the
shup went to the Calitorma mussions, where the crew
was to have a few weeks of rest before heading tor
the South Seas.

“On October 2, at tour m the afternoon, we
made our entry into the port of San Francisco.” The
Russians were recerved there by an othicer of the
Preésidio, the Spanish mihitary authornity thae was re-
sponsible for several missions, cach mission being
directed by two Francaiscans who had contracted o
spend ten vears there. The Feast of St. Francis,
which took place the next dav, gave the Russians
“the opportunity to observe the activities of the
mussionaries. . . . The pious Francscans who
mantained the New California missions are not
cducated m any ot the arts and crafts that they
practice here, that they are supposed to teach; they
speak none of the languages spoken by the people
to whom they have been sent.™ The resules they
achieved were damning. “The death rate of the In-
dians in the missions rises territvingly. Their race
s the process of becoming exunet.” Kotzebue and
Chamisso wondered why the Spanish bothered o
occupy California at great expense and then let the
country go to ruin and become depopulated. The
only reason that the governor ot the provinee could
aive them was “the plous intention of propagating
the taith of Christ.”™ Chamisso noted: “Well then.
here's another good work begun backward and
badly carried out.” Grear Britain and the United
States constanty encroached upon the Spanish set-
tlements, and the Russians were domyg the same.
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During their stay in Calitornia, the naturalises
had collected and described the sea hon, or Calitor-
ma-eared seal, and a great many birds, mcluding 4
“humming bird with dazzhng plumage.”™ Es-
chscholtz idenufied as many as three species of sai-
amander. Though the scason was hardly tavorable,
Chamisso made several interesting discoveries, m-
cluding the Eschscholizia californica, beauntul papa-
veraceae with bright yellow flowers, and Ceanorhus
thyrsiflorus, a fine shrub with pale blue Howers. Fresh
provisions having been loaded on and the crew bong
in good health, the Rurik lett the roads of San Fran-
cisco on November 1 to head tor the Sandwich Is-
lands.

She reached the Sandwich Isles on November
28. Guided by John Elhot de Castro. a halt=-En-
glish, half=Portuguese surgeon who had become the
king's personal doctor, the Russtns were pre-
sented to Kamehameha 1, who had united the ar-
chipelago into a single kingdom. “An armed crowd
stood on the shore. We landed betore the house of
the old king, who was seated on a magniticent ter-
race, surrounded by his wives and wearmg his peo-
ple’s natonal costume, the red maro [which goces
around the lows| and the black rapa [an ample hiber
mantle with magnificent folds].”

Kamechamcha and his subjects were somewhat
alarmed by this unexpected landing. Two vears
carlier, the crew of a Russian-American Company
ship had profaned a morai and raised the Russian
flag: “With the help of some Europeans, bloodshed
was avoided and the arrogant foreigners murimur-
ing threats of war were forced to re-embark.” Had
the Rurik come to carry out reprisals? Kotzebue




dispelled these tears, and the welcome was very
cordial. Chammsso records: “We were introduced to
the queens. tall, strong women who were sull al-
In a straw hue, they were all
stretchied out together on a Hoor softly covered with
deheare mats. We had to take our places among,
The looks directed at me by the neighboring

muost beauntul

them
queen made me. a novice, almost uneasy. On tol-
lowing Eschscholtz, who had alrcady slipped our of
the house, 1 learned trom him that his queen had
expressed herselt even more directly. ™

Chanusse, “cager to attend the mysteries of
Hawanan rehgious res.™ appr.ticd to an island tmend
he had made and was invited by the latter “with no
hesitanon Compared to the joy with which [the
sacred gestures| are made, the pleasures of one of
our masked balls have all the allure of a burial. The
religous ceremonies take up only a tew hours. .
The mtervals are filled with the most jovous con-
versattons and goods meals are had. .. .7 Cham-
IS5 Wis Lflw.i}‘]\ﬂl]lik'd. bLI{ ll-iu\' had been so FC.!‘“]_\'
adnutted o the ceremonies, wasn't 1t just because
they no longer had cheir carhier inttiatory character?
O the other hand, he was enraprured by the hula,
the Hawanan testuval dance. “In the well-balanced
rhyvthim of the dance, the human hgure 15 shown to
magnificent advantage, and as the movement be-
comes heheer and treer, 1t otters the spectacle ot the
beauntul stances to be tound m nature, We seem
be warching the metamorphoses of anaque statu-
arve only the feet carry the dancer. He enteres qui-
ctlv. His body unfolds, his arms, all his muscles,
stir, and s tace becomes animated. « « These
festivals make the Hawaiians drunk with joy.™

On December 14, the Rurik lett the Sandwich
Islands and once more turmed i the direction of the
Murshalls, visited the year betore. There the Rus-
stans discovered several new islands: New Year Is-
land (Miadi). the Romanzot Archipelago (Wotje),
the large sland of Ordia, the Kasen Group (Mal-
oclap). and the Ternei Group (Aur). These islands
tormed two more or less P.]T.l“t_’] hines, and the cham
visited by the Russians was the Rauak: the other,
which “consists of nine groups,” was the Ralik.
“The weakness of the Ratak inhabitants eliminated
any suspicion about them; their gentleness and
generosity made them trust the foreigners who
dominated them with all their power; we became
friends without reservations,”

Kadu

At Ratak, Chamisso met Kadu, “one of the
most beautiful natures that 1 have met in all my life,
one ot the men | have loved most.”™ Volunteering
to serve as an mmtermediary with the islanders, Kadu
was soon so attached to the Russians that he could
not leave them. A frniend was also made of an Ot-
dia nhabiant, “who disungwmshed himself from the
others by his wit and intelligence. . Lagediack
understood that we intended to introduce uscful but
still unknown plant species to these islands for the
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good of his people.™ Thanks to him, the Russians
were able to set up an sland garden in which they
sowed peas, corn, and other edible plants. Cham-
1sso finally gave way to rapture. “Nowhere else is
the sky more beaunful, the temperature more
equable, than on these low 1slands. The sca and the
wind balance one another, and the brief’ passing
showers maintain the forest in its luxuriant green
splendor.” Until March 18, when they returned ro
the Kutusov (Utrik) and Suvarov (Taka) groups
discovered the previous year, the Rurik sailed from
island to island before regrettully leaving these en-
chanting places behind and returning toward the
Bering Strait, which had to be reached in ume.
“Apnl 13 was a terrible day on which my best hopes
were destroyed,” Kotzebue wrote. The Rurik was
hit by an extremely violent storm during which
several men—including the commander—were in-
Jured.

On April 24, the Russians arrived sate and
sound at Unalaska. Kadu was stupetied by the snow-
covered mountains, whose existence he had never
even suspected. The equipment asked for by Kotz-
cbue was almost ready, and it was assembled in
haste. On June 29, the Rurik departed with tifteen
Aleuts and some bidars aboard. The naturalists had
had time to assemble a detailed inventory ot the lit-
tle-known flora and fauna of the Alcunans. They
had made a considerable collection that included
northern sea birds and raptors, some small carni-
vores and rodents, and the eranium of 2 whale that
had been cut apart by the Alcurs. All these things
were carefully wrapped and placed in large nailed
and tar-sealed cases, which were under Kotzebue's
personal protection. '
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Crested aukler from the Bermg Sea
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The Rurik was about to enter the Bering Strait
when suddenly the commmuander deaded to go no
tarther. On July 12, he wrote: “At twelve mid-
mght, just as we were preparing to anchor at the
northern promontory, to our great horror we no-
veed an ice floe that stretched to the northeast as
tar as the eye could see. . . . The cold air hit my
weak chest so strongly that | could not breathe and
sutfered an angina attack in which T kept famting
and spitting up blood. I realized that my condition
was more dangerous than I had previously admit-
ted. . . . 1 sent word to command headquarters that
my health forced me to return to Unalaska. ™ This
lapse on Kotzebue's part was severely crinazed by
his men, who greeted his deasion with “silent and
downcast faces.” Chamisso strongly regretted that
the commander had not at least discussed the ques-
tion with the staff. Nevertheless, on the ship’s re-
turn, Count Romanzof simply accepted Kotzebue's
report.

On July 12, 1817, therefore, the expedition was
virtually over. But there was sull the return to be
considered, 1 other words to “unwind backward
what had been accomplished unul now,™ as Cham-
1550 put it with wry irritation. On July 22, the Ru-
rik lett Unalaska, anchored at Oahu in the Sand-
wich Islands from October 1 to 14, and headed for
the Marshalls, where several new islands were dis-
covered.

At Owdia, the navigators were received with
demonstrations of great jov. Kadu, enriched by the
experiences of the lase tew months, “proved him-
selt mdefatigable and brimmumg with acuvity,

He was sall firmily resolved o remam with us.™
Later. “his very gay humor gave way to a peacetul
gravity” and he announced that he would “remain
ar Ordia to look atter the animals and plants, which
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would not otherwise be cared for. | Betore the
assembled mhabitants of Otdia, Kadu was pro-
claimed our representative. Having already
come to Ratak three tames, we solemnly promised
that we would return after a while o visie him and
ask for an accounting.”

Kotzebue was indeed to return to Ordia. but
not untl seven years later. The islanders gave him
an enthusiastic welcome. “Several waded out up to
their waists to be the first to greet us. . . . Four of
my old friends lifted me from the launch and car-
ricd me to the shore, where Lagediack awaited me
with open arms and jovfully pressed me to his
heart.™ But “of all that we had brought o Rk,
Monsicur von Kotzebue saw only a cat, which had
gone feral, and a yam root.” Kadu was gone: he
was at Aur with King Lamari, and “thanks to his
care the ammals and plants that the king had trans-
planted there had, it would appear, muluphed con-
siderably.”™ “Lagediack sccretly urged Kotzebue to
seize power at Ratak and oftered to help him do so.
As the ship was about to set sail. he brought his
friend a last gift: young coconut trees that he wanted
to be planted in Russia, since he had heard there
were none there.”

Leaving the Marshalls on November 3. 1817,
Kotzebue decided to stop at Guam m the Maranas.
“This green and scented island seemed a garden of
delights,”™ wrote Chamisso; however, it was only
The mussionanies trom Rome had
raised their cross there; 44,000 homan bemes had
hk‘l.‘!l ‘,.IL'rIIiL'L‘Li oL, .uul l|1|.'|r SUTVIVOITS, 11|]\L\1 l.\'ll.'[l
the Tagals who had been brought from Luzon,
had become a small silent nation, sad and subju-
gated. . v

At Guam. Chamisso learned about trepang—
smoked holothurians that are the basis ot 4 lucra-
uve rade with China, where theyv are conaidered a
dehicacy. The nataralise made a collecuon of these
echinoderms for the zoological nuseum w Berlin,
On January 17, 1818, the Rtk anchored ar Caviee
in Munila Bayv. Chamisso had ume to muake a one-
week excursion, cimibing the slopes of the Taal and

a deserr.

collecting numerous insects, including the phasma,
which looks hike a living leat’

Fhe Rurik lett Cavite on January 29 at the same
time as the Eglantine our of Bordeaux, a merchant
ship on board which was Dussumier, once ot the best
ammal collectors of the Muscum ot Natural His-
tory i Panis. The Russians had aboard several
monkevs, of which at least one beloneed o an un-
known SPedics, however, almost Jll died. [SRTEN ol tor
a pair of a1 speaes common m Luzon. They -
muated our ngging as they had their nanve torese,”
arriving sately m St Petersburg, On Muarch 31,
1818, the Rurik entered Table Bav, at thu Clape,
where 1t met up wath Freyeinet’s Uramie: From June
16 to 30, the navigators stopped at Portsmouth, and
this gave Chamisso tme to go to London. where
he met several famous scientists: the venerable Sir
Joseph Banks. then seventy-five: Captain James
Burnev, who had also been a compamon ot Cook's;
Sir Robert Brown, who had traveled with Flinders;




and fially Baron Cuvier, who was passing through.

On August 3, 1814, the Rurik dropped anchor
m tront ot the home of Count Romanzof in St. Pe-
tersburg. The vovage had lasted three vears, and
there had not been a single death.

Kotzebue’s second voyage, 1823-1826

Atter his return to Berlin, Chamisso remamed
there and was named first the conservator of the
Botamcal Gardens and then the Royal Horuculwur-
alist. (He also marnied. and fathered seven chil-
dren.) His reputation as a poet continued to grow,
espeanally when, 1 1829, he published the poem
Salas y Gomez, wrtten on board the Rurik, and, the
tollowing vear, Woman's Love and Life, which was
set to music by Robert Schumann, It was this fame
that led him to return to and publish—but not until
1835—his Toyage forrnal. Previously, with his notes
enttled “Remarks and Ideas.™ he had colluborated
on Kotzebue's Riese um die Welr (Journey Around
the World), published m Weimar i 1821,

Promoted, on his return, to captain-heutenant
ol the Manne Guards, Otto von Kotzebue was to
circumnavigate the globe once more (1823-1826),
this nme on the Predpriyanye (Enterprise). His voy-
aee that ook him to Tuamortus, Tahin, the Navi-
cators Ilands (Samoa), the Marshalls—where he
staved i Ratak trom April to May of 1824—and
tmally to Kamchatka and the northwest coast ot
Amenca. Initally concerved as a scientific expedi-
uon, this vovage took on a political slant when
Kotzebue's extremely unfavorable report on the
P'rotestant nussions i the Pacific islands caused a
sensation.

A nmincteen-year-old doctor, H. F. E. Lenz,
who was later to become famous, joined the expe-
dinon. Dr. Eschscholtz once again accompanied
Kotzebue. He discovered a certain number of spe-
ces new to science: several birds, including the

KOTZEBUES VOYAGES, 1R15-1424

limicolae, the Patagonian seed smipe, and some rep-
tiles, such as the pustular hydrosaurus native to the
South Seas. Of particular interest was his discovery
ot many marine ivertebrates: jellytish and Alaskan
mollusks. On his return from his second vovage,
Eschscholtz began to pubhish his discoveries m a
Zoological Atlas, the last volumes of which ap-
peared posthumously. He died of exhaustion at the
age of thirty-cight m 1831,

The painter Chons did not live even that long.
In 1819, he went to Panis, where he remained for
cight years and learned lithography so as to be able
to reproduce his drawings himsclf. They were
published from 1823 to 1826 in his Voyage pittor-
esque autour du monde, 1815-1818 (Picturesque Jour-
ney Around the World 1815-1818). In 1827, he went
to Mexico, where he was killed in an ambush the
tollowing year; he was thirty-three.

St Helema, Va rock Lostan the ocean ™
Advess tooof was forbedden the Rurik
on Apnl 24, 1518, by Sir Hudwon
Lowe, Napoleon's yarler Lithograph
atter Chors. (Hiblothéque Nanonal,
Paris Pharo @ Bib! nat/ Arch
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The first exploration
of the Antarctic:
Bellingshausen, 1819-1821

In the interval between Kotzebue's voyages,
there had been several other Russian expeditions. In
1817, even betore the Rurik had returned, Captain
Vasily Mikhailovich Golovmn—who, in 1813, had
been caprured at the Kuriles on the Diana by the
Japancse and been thair pnisoner tor two years—had
satled on the Kamchatka to visic the northwest coast
ot America. He was assisted by two young oth-
cers: Fyodor Petrovich Litke and Baron Ferdinand
Petrovich von Wrangel. When he returned in 1819,
Golovnin had determined the position of several is-
lands m the Bering Sea.

OF considerably more geographical impor-
tance was the first ofticial attempt o explore the
Antarcue by Fabuan Bellmgshausen,

He commanded the Tosrok (East). which, on
Julv 30 1819, lett Kronstadt accompanied by the
Mimy (Peacetul), commanded by Mikhail Petro-
vich Lazarev. In January 1820, the navigators crossed
the Ancarcuc Circle; two weeks later, at 67° S lau-
tude, they saw land through the fog. Tt was as-
suredly the Antarctuc Conunent. which they were
theretore the tirst to see. In the spring, Bellings-
hausen headed north, explored the Tuamotus, an-
chored ar Tahiu, sailed through the Fip Islands, then
went to Port Jackson and Tasmuania betore moving
south in November to take advantage of the austral
sumimer.

During his stopovers and while on the scas,
Bellingshausen worked as a naturahist. He was the
first to observe the southern migration of whales at
the begmning of the austral summier. In Van Die-
men's Land, he noticed that, ke the Tasmanians
themselves. the island fauna were in the process of
becoming exunct. The Macquanie Islands near the
Antarctic Circle had been ravaged by seal hunters,

Reachmng the waters near Antarctica in De-
cember 1820, Bellingshausen discovered at 69° S
Litude and 91° W longuitude the ssland he called
Peter 1, and then a body of land to which he gave
the name of the reigning tsar. Alexander 1. It was
in fact a large island, but an impenetrable ice fAoc
prevented the ships from going farther. On De-
cember 15, 1820, Bellingshausen captured the first
emperor penguin, a giant bird measuring 1.15 me-
ters high and weighing 30 kilos. The navigators then
explored the South Shetland Islands, South Geor-
gia. and Sandwich Land, discovered by Cook. At
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the Shetlands, the Russians witnessed the herce
battles fought among the sealers. Three of the
eighteen ships present were sunk, and nobody
seemed concerned about the number ot dead. One
ot the caprains declared that he had killed sixey
thousand scals in a single scason. Sickened by these
muassacres, Belhngshausen was sure thae all the an-
imals  this reglon were doomed to imnnnent ex-
uncton.

On s recurn m 1821, Bellingshausen broughe
back scientific data ot all kinds. Though he had
found only two islands in the Antarcue, he had
completed Cook’s long tour by skirting the South
Pole i the opposite direction; he had also discov-
ered some twenty aslands i the Toamotus and as
many in the Fips. In addivon, he had assembled a
rich collecnion of birds. Many died m the cold, but
as soon as the weather permitted, the survivors were
placed on a sunny deck and began to sma: some
were even still alive when the ship reached Russia,
A muagnificent cockateo died of mdigestion after
having devoured a switted kookaburra (i gt
Australian kingfisher), and 4 parrot protinng from
its retound liberty flew 1o the wp ot the Tostok's
mam mast. When a salor was sent up to retneve
it, the tnghtened bird Aew to the bow, where luck-
ily 1t accepted a perch that was extended to e

Bellingshausen, his biographer concluded, was
one of the last of the mariume explorers m the grand
style established by Cook. Thanks to his account
of the voyage. we have a last glimpse of the Ant-
arctic Ocean before it was thoroughly mvaded, and
of the tropical islands betore they became a world
of adventurers, convicts, and persecuted natives
decimated by alcohol and venereal diseases brought
by the white man—before their beaches became
tinged with blood. betore all the disasters foreseen
by Cook.

While Kotzebue was finishing his sccond ex-
pediion, Baron Wrangle had sailed on the Kratky
(Easy Going) for a two-vear cruise (1825-15827)
which enabled him to demonstrate the nonexis-
tence of Pacific islands some Evropean navigators
had claimed to discover. In 1827, the Krotky left
again, this ume under the command of Captain
Haghemeister, and sailed the occan between Aus-
tralia and Kamchatka, making a special stop i the
Tuamotus.




The naturalists of the Senyavin,
1826-1829

The Predprrne of Kotzebue's second vovage
returned to Kronstade on July 10, 1826, On Sep-
tember 1. a newly buile ship. the Senyavin, “which
held the sea excellentdy but did not have speed,”™ lett
the same port. It was commanded by Litke, aide-
de-camp to Tsar Nicholas 1. who had mounted the
rone the vear betore and now promoted Liitke to
wtenant tor the expedion. On board was
ac team composed of Dr. Karl Hemrnich
4 naturahst. “deputv-protessor” Alexan-

|
Merrin
fer Postelse serving as muneralogist and draftsman:
md Baron Kathitz, o cetired Prussuan captain and an

crinment ornithologse

Mertens. who had just turned thirtv, was the
sort of the timouns botamst Franas Karl Mertens, He
had twice been to Pars to study at the Museum ot
Natura! History and had established relations with
Jussteu, Lamarck, and Humbaoldt; he had also vis-
wed Sir Joseph Banks and Robert Brown m Lon-
don, and m Germany had met with Johann Remn-
hold Forster. These connections had given him a
taste tor distant voyages, and he had wanted to sign
on as botanist for the Bellingshausen expedition; but
fis father had msisted that he tirst fimish his studies.
In Russia. Mertens worked as a doctor and watched
tor the first chance to sail off. It was offered him
bv Krusenstern, who had the Academy of Sciences
name hmm the Senyavin naturalist.

The ship lett in the company of the Maller—
commuanded by a Caprain Staniukovich—which ac-
companied her as far as Valparaiso and then left for
Tahit, sailed to Kamchatka, and, in August 1827,
visited the Aleudans. Afterward, the Moller stopped
tor several months in Honolulu in the Sandwich Is-
lands. In April 1828, Staniukovich was back in
Kamchatka, from where he left to explore the
northern coast of the Alaskan peninsula.

The two ships made their first stop at Tener-
ife in November 1826. They were in Rio in Janu-
ary 1827, and then, going around Cape Horn,
reached Concepcién in Chile on March 16 and Val-
paraiso on the twenty-sixth. To give the Senyavin
crew a rest after a seven-month voyage, Litke re-
mamed ashore until April 15. Since the effective
Iiberanion ot Chile by General San Martin n 1817
and the opening of the country’s ports to ships of
all nanons, Valparaiso—which had previously been
a simple, almost wretched village—had become the
most important commercial center of the South
Pacific. Its population had increased enormously.

“The streets were filled with people rushing here
and there on foot and on horseback; the mulutu-
dinous shops are crammed with all sorts of goods
from Europe.” It was Lent and the upper classes
lived i strictest seclusion, but the crowd continu-
ously amused itself. “The cafes are always tull and
there 1s music, singing, and dancing everywhere.”

Mertens began a collection of plants and most
especially of algae, specimens ot which were drawn
by Postels as soon as they were gathered. He him-
sclf saw to the mineralogical samples, while Kictlitz
estabhished an inventory of Chilean birds. He dis-
covered several little-known species, the most re-
markable of which was the tapaculo—"cover your
bottom”—with its constantly moving tail and rec-
ognizable “shrill and throbbimg notes that follow one
another and become lower and lower.™

From Valparaiso, the Russians went up the
western coast of America until Sitka Island, not far
from the Alaskan peninsula. The shoreline looked
savage: “Two steep mountains covered with virgin
forest from the foot to the summit. . All was
quiet and wild. . . . A navigator sailing off the
coasts could see the Russian flag floatung over the
fortress.”

New Archangel

They had reached Novo-Arkangelsk, a fort

133

Raloches o thewr lir. Swoked by are
aspended prom the brams. Lithog

mrors a dravenig by A Postels,
extracred from e Voyage of the
Senvavin (Bibliotheque natonale,

Pans

Phoro € Bibl

nar /Photeb



ad B B

b

Arkangelik, a settlement of the
K
Liland  Lithograph from a draunng by
von Kuthiez for Vovage of the
Senvavin ( Bibliothegue natronale,
Pars Photo ©0 Bikl. nar. Photeb )

- Amerncan Company on Sitka
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established in the bay of Sitka by the Russian-
American Company. The local population of Kal-
oches had burned it down in 1804 when the Neva,
commanded by Lisiansky, was at Sitka, but with
Lisiansky’s aid, Governor Baranov had vanquished
the Kaloches and reconstructed the fort. Novo-
Arkangelsk then had eight hundred inhabitants—
three hundred Russians, four hundred Aleuts, and
some haltbreeds fathered by the Russians on Aleut
women. The colony was linked to the mother
country by ships that sailed from Okhotsk m Si-
beria only once a year.

Thanks to Krusenstern's report, the status of
the company's employees had improved signifi-
cantly; they recerved regular salaries and had the
right to tree lodgmg. The governors were now navy
otticers. Novo-Arkangelsk was of extreme impor-
tance, since all the Russian settlements in America
and even in the Kuriles on the Asian coast de-
pended on it. Nevertheless, the fort had almost been
abandoned because of the persistent hostlity of the
natves.

The Aleuts ot Unalaska, where the Senyavin
remained from August 21 to 30, were, on the con-
trary, already “Christians and showed a great dis-
position to become civihzed. . . . Good, sturdy, and
skillful, they made the sea their true element.” Next
gomg north to the Bering Sea, Litke made brief
stopovers at the islands of St. George and St Paul,
both of which were covered with moss and en-
urely detorested.

Farther to the north, the Senyavin visited the
island Cook had spotted in 1778 and named Gore
Island, unaware that 1t had previously been discov-
cred by the Russian navigator Sinde and named St
Marthew. Litke was the first to make a detailed re-
connaissance of it. Next he sailed along the Asiatic
coast, and having on the way visited Bering Is-
land—then inhabited by 110 people of Russian,
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Liitke’s Ship and Crew

The SENYAVIN: bark with an 86-toot keel, careving 16
carronades, like the Maller, constructed in the Okhta ship-
yards especially for the expedition, launched May 1825; left
from Kronstadt, September 1, 1826, with the corvene Moller,
Captam Staniukovitch; the 2 ships separated ar Valparaso
in March 1827 and joined up agamn at Kamchatka m June
1824,

returned with the Maller to Kronstadt, 9/6/1829;

crew: 11 otficers and 51 men;

deaths: 1, in an acadent,

Midshipman: Pavel von Krusenstern (son of the admural).

Surgeon and naturalist: Dr. Karl Hewrnich Mertens

Mineralogist and draftsman: Alexander Postels

Ornithologist: Baron von Kittlitz.

Alcut, and mixed descent—he arrived at Petropav-
lovsk on September 25. There preparatons were
made for the winter cruise, which was to be m the
tropics. At Kamchatka, the naturalists assembled
collections of rocks, algac, birds, and marme ani-
mals.

“Not having had until now a tropical sttion
for expeniments with the invariable pendulum, |
resolved to stop at Ualan Island [Kausaic or Strong’s
Island]." In 1824, this island had been visited by
Duperrey, and it was in the same harbor that the
Senyavin dropped anchor on December 40 1828,
Unul April 1829, the Russian expedition was to re-
main in the Carolines, which it sailed through in
every direction, discovering numerous islands,
which were explored and named.

Ualan, the first stop, was mountainous and
covered with an all-but-impenctrable forest. Some
eight hundred inhabitants lived along the shore.
They were of medium heighe, well bule, and ex-
traordinarily agile; their brown skin, covered with
coconut oil, was tattooed, but without great skill.
They went nude, wearing only a belt woven ot ba-
nana-tree bark. Content with breadfrune, bananas,
and fish, they led anidle lite, especially therr chiets,
the most powerful of whom owned all the lind and
lived apart. A chiet spends his lite cating, sleep-
ing, and situng around in circles and talking.” The
people of Ualan had neither weapons nor musical
mstruments. They knew nothing of war, and thewr
only distracuon was dancing, in which the women
were not allowed to jom. Gentle and peacetul. they
received the navigators hospitably. The naturalises
were always accompanied on their expeditions by




natves. who would chmb the trees for them and
b l'.-\']}\l'tli - many wavs, Merters tound strange
wisects and collected many terns; Kaethiez discov-
ered several unknown birds, among them the Car-
ohne rail. small and black, of winch he captured two
thar are now m the Leningrad Muscum and con-
sidered very precious. for no more have ever been
tound. Numerous fish were also taken trom the
rects. mcluding a magnificent surgeon fish with or-
ange pws—a drawing ot which was made by Pos-
tels before 1t was preserved in - alcohol—crusta-
ceans, and  mollusks, which were painted by
Mertens

On January 3. 1828, the Senyavin lett to make

4 wur of the archipelago. To the northwest of

Ulalan. the navigators found a previously uncharted
large high body of land surrounded by small groups
of wsslets and bordered by reefs. Its inhabitants called
it Ponape. which the Russians transenibed as Puy-
mpet. “Soon boats wath sails began to appear. From
4 distance, the Puvnipets began to sing at the top
of thar voices, to dance, and to gesuculate wath tharr
hieads and hands.” but once on board, they shouted
and qumped about. brandishing their spears men-
acmuiv, “thor boldness and importumioy increasing,
trom moment to moment.” Seemyg thae he could not
Lind swaithout nisk, atter having eruised about for a
week Lutke lett this group ofislinds, which he called
the Senvavin Islands. In January, he also discovered
Ngauk (Palau), previously named Los Vahentes by
the Spamard Lazeano, who had discovered the ar-
chipelago in 1636; and then the Mortlocks, recon-
nottered i 1796 by the Englishman Wilson. Like
the Ualanders, the inhabitants of these islands were
“hospitable, good. reserved, and pleasant man-
nered. . .. We learmed that the group of 1slands was
called Lukunor.”™ To the northeast were the Truk
Islands, named Hogoleu Islands by Duperrey, who
had visited them in 1824, and the Namonuito group.

Leaving the Carolines, Lutke sailed toward the

Muartanas and was well received by the governor of

Guanm, Don Jos¢ Medinilla, who a year earhier had
been so helptul with the sick men on Dumont
d"Urville's Asrrolabe; Litke remained on this island
trom February 26 to March 19. An observatory was
set up on shore, the ship was put back mto shape,
and the crew was able to rese. “Ie was sull not ume
tor us to go north,” wrote Liitke. “Theretore, on
leaving Guam we returned to the Carolines to con-
tmue 1ts exploration.”™ The Senyavin then visited
Namonk, Elato, and Namohaour, and finally,
thanks to mdicavions from the mmhabitants of these
islands, Olimario and the Farauleps.

On Apnl 9, the Russians left the tropics to head
north, arniving on Mav 1 at the Bomn Islands off
the Japanese island of Kyuashn, where they stayed
unul the hfteenth. The Senyavin dropped anchor at
Port Llovd on Peel Island, where there were only
two mhabitants, survivors of the Brninsh whaler
William:, which had been shipwrecked there three
vears carher. Another ship, the Timor, had come to
look for survivors, but the two men—the Prussian
Wittrien and the Norwegian Petersen—had decided
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to remam where they were. A house of ship’s
planking and an entranceway covered with cloth

was the residence of our hosts, A table, two
hammocks, a trunk. some muskets, a Bible, sev-
eral fishing implements, and two engravings formed
the furnishings ot this solitary human habiation
the Bonin Islands 7 With some disappointment,
Liitke then learned that Great Britam’s Capram
Fredernick William Beechev had visited and recon-
nortered these islands a vear carher. He had oftered
to take Wittrien and Petersen wath him, but, think-
ing that another ship would come tor them, they
had refused. However, weary of waiting and no
longer able to bear the solitude, thev asked Liitke
to repatriate them. and he agreed. Kictlitz had cap-
tured two unknown birds—the bush warbler and
the Bonin hawhinch, a rare species that was to dis-
appear after 1857

The Chukchi

Having returned to Petropavlovsk on June 9,
the Senparin left azain on the twenty=sixth to visit
the Asian coast norch of Kamchatka, First tollow-
myg along this penmsula, Litke, having rounded
Cape Kronotski, saw Klvuchevskava Sopka, 4 gi-
gantic volcano: then he reached Karaginskiy Island.
Omly the Russtan navigator Sindt had scen this part
ot the coast. The land. once mhabited by the Ko-
rvaks, about whom Liitke had been ordered to ob-
tam information, was now deserted.

Moving farther north, he next went along the
coast and the islands explored by the Bering expe-
dition in 1740-1741. and he discovered the channcl
that scparates the continent from Arakamchechen
Island; it was named Senvavin Strait. After visiting
what Bering had called Holy Cross Island, a small
group was sent along the Anadry River. They were
then in the land of the Chukchi, who inhabited the
northern end of the Asiance continent near the Ber-

Departure of an excursion on {alan
Lilund (the Carolines ). Lithograph
from a drawing by von Kutlirz

{ Bibliothégue nanenale, Paris. Photo
L Bibl. mar Photeb
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mg Strai. They proved extremely hospitable, es-
peaially atter recetving a gitt of wobacco, of which
they were passionately fond. According to Liitke,
the Chukcht were divided into two groups, one of
which was the Namollo, settied along the river
banks. In the winter, they lived m huts of wood and,
m the summer, in huts made of seal skin; thar
principal toods were walrus and seal. The Russians
stayed with them and only met members of the
other group, the “remndeer Chukchi.™ when the later
visited the Namollo. The reindeer raisers were no-
mads who lived in tents all year round; they would
trade tanned remndeer skins tor ron utensils offered
bv Russian trappers.

Returnig to Petropaviovsk on October 5,
1828, the Senyavin stayed there for five weeks and
then returned toward the Carclines betore starting
back o Europe. Unul December. Liitke worked on
complenng his exploration by visiing the western
islands of this vast archipelago. At Manila (January
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13-30, 1829), the Senyarvin was put into shape and
reprovisioned. On February 13, she dropped an-
chor on the coast of Sumatra at the entrance w
Sunda Strait. On Apnl 14, she was at the Cape and,
on April 30, at St. Helena. After a briet stopover
on the English coast, the ship reached Kronstadt on
September 16, 1829, having been on the seas for
three years. “The Senyavin had the joy of being
visited by His Majesty the Emperor and that same
day she entered the port of Kronstadt and struck her
colors.™

The geographic and hydrographic results ot the
voyage were remarkable, bur even more so, per-
haps, were those of the naturalists. Though they
brought back only a small number of mammals,
including some rare species of bats and a scal. K-
litz alone had collected, prepared, and panted three
hundred species of birds, of which there were 750
samples. Mertens had done the same for 150 spe-
cies of crustaceans and seven hundred speaies of in-
sects, whereas Postels painted 245 ot the three
hundred types of fish caught and twentv-three of
the one hundred amphibuns collected. The fish were
atterward denatied by Cuvier durmg o visie K-
liz and Postels made to Pans. Postels. who had been
responsible for mineralogical rescarch, broughe back
330 speaimens. In addinon, Mertens had collected
more than four thousand plants, mcluding twenty-
tive hundred phancrogams, and his collection of al-
wae was the largest ever made. During the vovage,
thirteen hundred  drawings  were nmade,  seven
hundred by Postels, 350 by Mertens. and 250 by
Kitthtz, No other expedition had ever broughe back
so generous and so experdy execuated o pretornal re-
cord.

Because of this success, Litke was named a
correspondent of the Academy of Sciences i Panis
and a member of the one m St Petersbure, of which
he was to become a president in 1864, Betore his
departure, Liitke had published Fowr opages i the
Polar Seas from 1821 1o I824; soon atter Ins return,
he left again on the Senparin for a new crinse of the
coasts of Iceland and only afterward published his
Voyage Around the World by the Corvette Senyarm,
along with an atlas reproducing some of the draw-
mgs by Postels and Kicthiez.

On his second vovage, Litke had taken Mer-
tens with him, though the latter had been in bad
health during the first expedinon. He nevertheless
behaved fearlessly and refused to hsten to prudent
counsel. A "nervous fever™ having broken out on
board. Mertens devotedly tended the sick. On his
recurn to St Petersburg, he jovously grected the
woman he had marned the year before, but his wite
and his brother thought he locked so il that they
persuaded him to take to his bed that very day.
Thirteen davs larer, on September 17, 1830, he died
at the age of thirty-four.
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