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ti'oreuor' _ o i'!'nrdhtf!. t 10se sel e --ted l etters :wout ,oso Coloey . 

1. 1CCO t b- · sarc .uken from Unti on, 1 Arc i ves ldcr ofilm Publicat ons 
Pnm.1)hlet Doscribi ne; . n.l . 'R.ecoru:s of' t he :mssi an Ar1e Cftl! npany ,1802 , 
1"17- 186'( . by- -rnnd H. slLr . ba.tional rchivos :Jnd ocord 'crvice, 1enerul 

r vices Administr ation, 'l'!aEJhinston D. • 1971 • 
.'he nee ·rds repr oduced in t he :. ··crofL!m Publicatio frcm1 the 
hecord .. of ~''or.:l'l9 ::u::; ..,ion -·eencics r..eco d - oup 261 in t he t ional 
,.rchive n . 

n A sw:ll'm:r~· has been given f or each document lis ' ed i n too 
cnlendnr . or ~ief ' octnhen t s C.ho sunn· r ies .. e lit lo l os th'ln 
orbatur.1 t ransl ations . ocmuents of consid rabl e l engt h and doorr.ed of 

suffi cient i ' .por · ... nc.e/ /1"/i¢. or intore s t :-~re gi ven extensive t reatment • 
. .os t. or ·he docw.ents 're devoted t.o s i nel e subj ect , but n number dea~' tr.i.th 
nore :mn .:-no . The into 1t h;.s been to give nn adequn:te i don. n.a to too na 
of t he rnaterial . 11 (l )P ge 1 . o:.' I nt roduction . 

11 ,ortain editorial pr n.ct.iccs have en f ollmred . ':he t ranslat ion of 
Hus '"' i an :n.w..es arrl u cr do follm-.r t he style used ., the Li ln- ·ry of Con e ss . 
'.:. he cpel ling of pl ace na. JCc , n.1.rncs and ·uo 1s i n tl~ col oni es nnd of n~u.l:ls 
of ;cr ::;onsin t he ce1 ; cnclnr • _e· t hose is that used i n tho docm.wn s . 
::Or u :'ou us : i an o :.'i, s no no t r anslations i nt o Engli sh has beei.1 · e . 
':.'e :::~r..s "Uc_. a .., 11 trJ. rnni i a 11 "bel " 11feldsher" ore t r cat.ed as Engiibl'l uo G. 

'Pro, · shlennik ( Inose docu:Xlilts the n.djec~ ive o... "pro shlennye 11 is 
often u.,cd I and prik, she· k M.ve no sat isfactory Engl ::. sh e ' val ent ''nd 
ru :ve been i'El ... nined in t i r origi na.l fol"l s . Seo Appendix . ll.page 194 
for 0 crlor:sery to t he c lamar . II {2) Pnee 12. n 

:'cctio . l V • of Int r oduc':..ion 
"Anot her seriv'lce intended by thene intr oductor y rem.: 

Jentio . the exis t . nee of E! gli s h J·r ans l n.tions or these 
rcco · " . • est _ a.nsl a · ons are of doom. ent EJ i n volur.1es 1 
i 1c::..udccl i. the calcndnr . " (pa"'e 13 ). (3) . 

- A."ll.er i can C 
u1ieh nr e 

I .:.his re, t ± hnve i eluded t.h_,..l se letters -n notes f om · he 
lJOO l. "H c .. dr, of the '~unoi n- .. icrsn Company l . o;; , 1817- 18(;711 u1ich 
r cl:1te to he cl orw P.oos : nd r Gl:l ; i ons betueen t he Cor:tpany and t '' 
· uthor :i.ti es i n <llifo _i u ·uLich .:1re re 0 ' ed n t.h:i.s book f r o , 'he 
~ntional Arc1ivc s in ~s ngton D •• 

';.'() a~ -1 n 1~ at · nr.; e ch let +-.er f om t 10 bonk I have listed tho 
p. ge first , t en cho docm-r:ent number , ·the cr :: i n.:ll date , ~lnd t he ol eo numbe_ 
from t:·~e archives . I have Gelect ed t.hose d::>c , · uts uhich 1~nt· on or r 
t·, "floss ' and hers d ~ ch t:.e:1 l 1.d t l: c t · c t s bet l eon the nus i an- Ar.leric·m 
;x1paey · ru ~-,nnish author· tie::; is.1 C.1 l f or · a . I ·uill · ncludo ~he cnt ! 'e 

t ext of s 0n-e lot, ter s :-nd s ign · fie ant pnr ts of o·:~hers . I ft~und the ent · e 
c•ok · c~ Jy ::iign:i fic· 1t in umy u fl:_,· s n _, val uab l e t o tho h ' s torioal r c sc<>rch 

conccrni •C 1;' rt _1.0 s • 

.li pn iii ula- ~· ..,·gnif' ant p r·~ of thi s b ol ' s text pre m nts o list 
of e:: ·,1 - e s ·., name . hen l i s t..cd t :1is u.:..ll be f vnl uo to th9 histori:m nt 
f: x " .oo .., . u jte of v .. s 'tors -, r; k f or "' ch nn~·.es u! ·• ch n.:..~h i:i i d.o ti 
nn nn"'eD .:.or or l i s tori c ,)arson ',;ho mey huve been at t . f ort in t 10~e ourl 
n.· o . I ' l l t t r.k'lLe such· liot f ( r r e erenco . I t · ::1 · nte1:·cst: (7 rJhn 
h' s bo C~l: hns no inoox . 

ru:y 



l'hc f oll vv, ng le .... tors r:.r c oelected fro .. t hooc _ eco .... cd in 

: -esc:::iing i'!ll, n.t attom•l Ar chiv .s '!nd l'ecords Sr.:n"vico , uoneral Services 

~~drr.d ni...tra't:.ion;,;!a . hin.gt;on D .c, 1971. · 

Each 1 istoric letter is i dcr:.tified bith ·t.he foll ow:Lng ider1ti f ic: tion : 

:in seGuonce ; t~ )It,s page in the 1971 rcv:i ·u book ( 2 ) Document nur.tber, 

(.3) Ti:1.0 d t o of t h,..! or ig · nal letter ( 4 ) '.i'he "'olio nuraber ~ ( 5 ) 'Phe 

i dontifico4:. ) en or t¢# t itle of e .:J ch let e r . fell~ by the r,e:{t f r om 

each f.Jale.c ev le t ter r c l :<ted to 110ffice of Rossn . 

np 0 0 2 ·. 2 .... o ch, l · 17 Folio 
57~ f-ej/'s/1 <-rr 

l h -16 . Hain Oi'f ilte {~'beetK) "-,rf Governor 

'c .e 'al .-3:li" n v , ( (:;'i~'-1~ ) . 11 • H.., ____ Su.geests c ·.ta1.n men iier n :pi ntzaeni'i 

a s man.:~e ~:; at Si t!r.a l'>odiak , Unal aska • nd fioGs . In.fol."l:ts him of t e Compa. • s 

_ofito .. or l fl l Lt.- 1515; d i v ' dcnds hnve been placed to his cred.i t . H-----... 11 

P·Jgc 21 . ~:o , 1- (} . 2 . Harch 1817. Fol i o h5-4b . ·"''1 n Off.ice to C'rever .or 

G--noral .wnranov . 11 The \{Lnist of r-reign A ' 'fairs ho.s not yet nc od 

upon the ..-or: 'Ja.fll ' :; ~ ·uost to obtn"' the privilege of free tr:lde w:i.t h 

Gov<:n'ru:10nt . }r. is t o send ex~' d ~ tions t.o bo ·.h laces . ' 

Covcrnor l.icne_ n.l '.tranov9or in ! i s ab ence , t o · '1aptain lb.r;emci "tGlr . 

"- ---- .... 'l'he C mp· ,'W is still sec kine; tJel~ti.osion t ') t,rade 't>r' th ~:3 1-> for · n . 

_:ut t ho :, < n:i s h Gover nent r nised the question of t 1c Iiuusian sotlil omer t 

a: .d. fort t .vod en ;_qy . "'he c !':1 mw Y' lied vhut t i n not ., - ort at 

.. dcga ..;ay . '"he Col:l!J<lnY ···oplicd that t not a for1~ ,bu n stoclmdo fof 

:xcot oc<;:lon nga:in"'t ··ho n .. tive • It uas askell f or n reply to r.he S anish 

pngo 3 . ·:~ 



':'he follm·rin"' . xts nrc t•om 11 .~.'he Rec rd" of the f ussian- Ar.1er c::m 

Colll'nrw 1802 , l817- 1B67 . Theee are select l o t ers !'ro, the b k rhich 

r eal·te to 11Co1o I:osn" and t he r elat ions of the Compony \r.th t'M 

c.·panish offic i als in Ca lifornia . 'i'hi o b oo ~ ·.mn published by-

niia:t i onol Archive!> and L~ccox-ds :~rvice , t.1cneral Services • dii i ni.>tration , 

l as i n[;ton D.c. 11 fr 1 tho I'ational Archives Publivat · ons ; Par.Ip hlet c scr i bi ng 

0.1." 

Th lett ers (;!' selected parts of letters are 1Jri tten ::..n the 

sequence th 'Y are ) rint ed i n t he book. In each co.se tr.e le t t er s are 

id nti fiod by (1) t he page in t he " tteo":!.~ds--.. n text . {2 ) The date of 

t he "rig~ml l etter ., (3 )Folio number , 



Selected letter texts from 

Raymond H. Fisher. 

Records of the Russian-Amerucan Company 
1803~ 1817-l£367 

National Archives Hicrofilm Publ:ications 
Pamphlet Describ:ing lUI. 

NTIONAL ARCHWES Al'D RECORDS SERVICE 
GENERA.L SERVICES ADMI NISTRATION 
Wash]ngton. D.C. 1971 

Submitted by John C.HcKenzie. 



Selected letters relating to "Ross" 1803 ,1817 to 1867 11 

by John C.McKenzie 
Historic Letters relating to "Ross" ( ~oloey Ross) from the 

letter text letters edit~ed by Ratmona H.Fisher's report on The Record s 
of the Russian-American Company, 1803, 1817 to 1867, National Archives, 
Washington D.C. 1971. This ab selected ~ist of letters by John C.McKenzie 

These edited letter texts are selected from the 11 Calender of 
CommunicationsReceived by Governors General ( In Alaska) 1803,1817- 1867. 
These texts are selected from the following 11 Chapters of the book: 

Volume 1.( 18 April 1802; 22 March 1817-19 September 1819. page 21-41 
Volume 2 ( 12 Januar.y 1820 e October 1821.) page 42-42--6 6 
Volume 3 ( 24 Februaryl822- 16 Novemberl823 ) page 67--86 
Volume 4 ( 19 February- 12 December 1825 ). page 86-- 122 
Volume 5 ( 13 Harch 1826- 15 April 1827 ) page 122-146 
Volume 6( 23 Harch- 1828- 13 December 1829 ) page 147-179. 

Hr. F:lsher makes some explanations in his introduction to aid in the 
study of these le t.ters: 11 A summery is given for each document listed in the 
11~alinder 11 , for brief documents,the summeries are little less than 
verbatum tra~slations. Documents of considerable length and deemed of 
sufficient importance or. significance are given extensive treatment. 
Host of the documents are devoted to a single subject, but a number deal 
with more than one. The intent ( of this report) has be en to give an adequatffie , 

ideaas to the nature of the material~. 

Author,. Fishe:r;states : 11 Certain editorial practices have been followed. 
The translation of Russian names and words follow the style of used by the 
Library of Congress. The spelling of place names in the colonies and the names 
of of persons in the calendar is that done in theat used in documents. 
For a few Russian terms no translations into English have been used." 

"The lar,es} number of translations are those made by the Alaska 
History Research reject 1936-1938. under the supervision of Dr.Tikon L. 
Lavrischeff. A po~itive microfilm copymay be ordered from the Library of 
Congress,Washington D.C. 20$40 (Control No. 10612). 11 

The letters selected for this report are those which either mention 11Ross 11 

or are related to the colony in one way or another. In each item The page 
in Fish,er 1 s report is given,then thedate of the letter, its "Folio number" and 
the t¢y'~e of the letter. Each Volume mumber is given Hith the inclusive dates. 
In mo'st cases the enttrm text is copied.In others selected parts are copied. 
In a feVJ cases I have included a foot note relating the sublj.ect of the letter 
to amartifact in the Fort Ross collection or a person interests~ in Ft.Ross 
No attempt has been made to present the letters which involve the Russian­
American Company ,Russia and the ~overnments of The United States,Spain, and 
Mexica im ·their diplomatic correspondence. Quite a feVT letters do deal with 
these problems. 

page 1. 



It seems quite evident from the wording of these letters and their 

often briefness that these texts are abbreviated and presetit the pribvipal 

subject or subjects of each letter,its date ,origin and t he name or 

office of the officer,or Governor General to receive it. 

"Calendar of Communications Received by Governors General. 
1802, 1817-1867 11 

Volume 1. 
,~18 April 1802, 22 March 1817 - 19 September 1819.( 

11 Page- In Fisher's book. "Date" ,of letter. 11Folio2 number, "Source and 
assigned re ceipient. 11 

Page 22. 22 Ha.rch 1817. Folio l~-16. No. 182 
Ha i n Office to Governor General Baranov. 

'1-

"------- Suggests that certaim~en b~,~ appointed as mart='agers 

of Sika , Kodiak, Unalaska and Ross. Informs him of the Company's profits 

for 1814-15. Dividenis have been placed to his credit.------" 

Pnge 23. 22 Harch 1817. Folio 45-46. no. 184. 
M ai nn Office to Governor General Baranov _, 

11 The r1inistry of F-oreign Affairs has not yet acted upon the Comparzy 1 s 

re quest to ob tain the privilege of free trade with California from the 

Spanish Government or with Canton from the Chine se Government.He is to 

send expeditions to both places." 

Page 27, No. 451. 14 August 1817. Folio 91-95 
~ Y~in Office to Governor General Baranov (or in his absence to Captain 

Hagemeister. ) Pagagraph &. 

"The Company is still seeking permiss i on to trade with California, 

but the Spanish Government raised the question of the Russian settlement 

and fort at Bodega .tlay. The Eompacy- re pl.).ed that it is not a f ort at 

Bodega ~ay. 1~e/tP¢~~~but a stockade for protec t ion against the natives. 

It Has .. asked for a reply to the Spanish Ambasadore 1 s note. Copies of tre 

note and reply ar e enclosed under No. 5 " 

Page 2. More. 



Page 30, n.n.(No Number) lh/26 Harch 1817.Folio 136. 11 (Dimitrii 

Pavl j ovich) Tatishchev, Rus s ian Amebassadore at HadridCount Nesselrode. 

( . ) l) t f hi ' te . 'th ~I.J:-4_~)S•,.....d . h- I-'' . t A translat1on. 11 • 11 ~.epor o s 1n r v1eiv Wl ~-llfaro pan1s .ll.nls er 

of Foreign Affairs,on the subject of Russian encroachment in C<1lifornia. 

Pizarro mentioned the agreement reached between the Conunandant at San 

Francisco and Hezanov in 1863 (1G06) to open the ports of San l''rancisco, 

Honterey and San Diego to the Russians.(Enclosure to no.L61 1under no.S• 11 ) 

t'age 36. i~o . 137. 21. Narch 1818. folio 216-218. Hun Office to 

~Governor General .Daranov. 11 The apnnoaching termination of the Companyts 

charter makes it necessary t o have a complete accountcng of the the 

Comany's af f airs in America. Invoices of goods furs, stores, and so forth, 

: lists of buildings,fortt ,ships, weapons, and so forth: and a list of names 

of employees, including deceased. 11 

Page 36, lJo. 176. 21 Ylarch,l819. Folio 224. 11 I1nin Office to Governor 

r General Hagemeister (or his dputy ) Replie s to his l!o.l07 (6 Aprill818 . ) 11 

"Seals are being sent for the Ross,Kodiak and Unalaska offices." 

(note. A l ead seal ui th PAK on one side and the Royal Eagle on the reverse 
side Ha s fou nd at Flrt Ross.) 

Page 37. l'·:o . 203. '¥9 f!tarch,Hll9 Folio 232. Main Office to Governor General 

Hagemeister (Or his depmty) Replies to his. No. 11 ( 6 April 1 818 ) 

"Approves the payment of salary to American skippers Eenzemen and Young. 11 

(Note. A dece nd;mt of Captai n Benzemin , living near Guerneville donated 
a samovar, a family heirloom, to Fort Ross State Historic Park.) 
Spelling of the name had been changed to Benjemin. 11 ) 

:; age 40 No .488 12 August. folio 265-266. l1ain Dffic·:· to Governor 
Genernl Hagemeister. 

The Spanish Government has strongzy protested 

DG<linsthis c omJnoroial transactions on the coast of Peru and California and 

makes <1 claim for n onp:1yment of to 20 percent ad valorum dulles." 

page 3. 
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Page 41. No. 593 17 September 1819. Folio 270-272 

Main Office to Acting Governor General Ianovskii. 

"----- Now that Company employees are being paid sJ.laries ins~ad , of 

shares, since i February 1819 it is necessary to set the money salaries. For 

Kodiak 3,000 r and for Unalaska2,000. r. are allocated. Salaries of detach-
/ ( ~· r--1.... V't'lA..--- ~ ~ ~" d.T 

ment l s aders will be deter'Rined later. Recommends that(_§lunit )replace 

Kuskov at Hoss at a salary of 3,000 r. The Company is see king a successor to 

Lanovskii as Governor General. 11 

Page 41. No. No. 601 19, September 1819 Folio 276. 

Main Office to Acting Gove··nor General Ianovskii. 

"Orders him to arrest nnd send to Russia via Okhotsk certain Prol'l\Yshleniki 

who sold furs to an English sea captain. Inquiries about the trade in 

tortoise shell. 

~age 41. Mo. 602. 1 (sic) September 1819. Blio 277. 

~·~a in Office to Governor General Hagemeister. 

11 J.nforme him that tl•o young men,assistants (pf~'¢/ pom~shellniki) 

who are qualfufied to assist him and the head of the office (kentor ) have been 

sent f.~ on the BORODINO. One of them speaks English. 11 

Volume 2. Page 42 No. 51. 15 January 1820.Folio 6. Main Office to 

~vernor General l1uraviev. 

"Ivan Alexandrovich Kuskov manager at the Ross settlement in Californis 

is to be replaced qy .... 
avigator Shmit ( Sic. Karl Von Schmidt.) 11 

.. 
age 42. Volume 2. No.52. 15 January 1820 Folio No. B. 

Majn office to Governor general Muraviev. t:eplies to Ianovskii 1 s N .331 

He is to investigate the shortage in the .1ccounts of Svinin, the former 

elder~ empl~ce at Ross settlement and to report to the Main Office." 

:, 



v 

Page 47. No. 248 15 April 1820. F~lio 70-71 

}~in Office to Governor General Muaviev 
r"''"'~"') 

"Grants permission to paint houses and roff''s of all the Cornpa11V 1 s 

buildings in the colonies. Paint is being shipped on the Kutusov." 

Page 49. no.275. 29 April 18 ~0 ~~in uffice to Governor General 

l'Iuraviev. "----- There is no hope of attracting permenentt settlers 

to the Ross settlement to produce and sell grain to the Company. 

~fuybe creole families should be sent to Rmss (c). This is ans~red by 

the idea in section (a). }furaviev can carry out the proposal when he has 

acquired a surplus of grain from California, as did Hagemiester. There is 

nonowhere else to get it. If it can be obtained there, Should _it be 

shipped in one large vessel to Kamchatka, or in two,one of them to 

Okhotsk. Hhere it can pick up supplies for the colonies." 

Page 51. no. 432 3 August, 1820 Folio 104-105 • 

Main Office to Kuskov, Manager at Ross Settlement. "Wants to know what 

success has been obtained in the trade in torois shell, how the 

vineyard at Ro:ss is coming along and the possibilty of its 

expansion. He is:tto send a party to hunt white wolves, reported]y on 

island off the coast of California." 

Page 55. No. 130 4 harch 1821 Folio No. 147-148. 

;;/ Nain Office to Governor General Hy.raviev .Replies to Ianovskii 1 s No.35. 

( 18 April ,1820 ) 

liecause the Aleuts receive low pay for their hunting, made even lower 

by payment in goods, especially tobacco, which provides the main 

incentive for the:Lr hunting, he is to m.Jlco sure that enough tobacco and 

other articles are kept on hand at Unalaska office for the needs of both 

Hussians and Aleuts,bst the Company_ be accused of exploitation." 

Page 5. 



Page 56. No. 152 8 !'larch 1821 Folio 161-163 
Nain Office to Gov.Gen. Hurav:iev. 

The rebellion in California appears to have closed of f that s ource of 

grain supply. Taro might be imported from the Sandwich Islands ,but its 

but it must be p r ocessed and King Tomari may be unfriendly.Manila is tthe only 

other source,but Spain's control of its colonial trade prevents that unless the 

Ru ss ian Government can gain the right f or Russians to trade ther, which the 

Campa , y has asked the Government to do. (Errpneously numbtred 144 on Folio 16.) 

P.56 No.144 i3 Harch 1821 FoJj o k630l66. Mn:in Office to Mjnister of Finance. 

Responding t o an inquiry whether it can provide Okhotsk and Kamchatka 

Hith food supplies, The Comoany notes the difficulties of doing this. 

1-Iithout more farmers, Ross lv i ll not become a source of food supplies. 

Trade 1-6th California and the Pholippines :is blocked by Spanish colonial policy. 

To sur p1y the Colonies through Okhotsk or from Kronshtadt means high freight 

charges Hnd spoi lage. Rebellion in California makes that place a doubtful 

s ource. The Comi_•any is oblidged to ask the Government to obtain tge right 

to trade with Nm• Spain. Only then Hill the c'o lon i es,Okhotsk and Kamchatka, 

have enough grain. 

Pa ge 57. No.l) 3. 8 Harch 1821. Folio 170-171. Ham': Office to Gov.Gen. Buraviev. 

Denies the r equests of Company el'l'q)loyees at R.oss to b e a llovmd to leave 

the Company 's service. No person in debt to the Company should be allowed 

to leave t he colonies. Good mech anics and other desirable men must be 

Jersuaded t o stay. 

Pnge 6. 



Page 57 • . Nol54 8 Harch 1821 Folio 172-173 
Nain Office to Governor General Huraviev. 

Instructs him to de&uct from the salary of employee Izotov a sum 

su f'ficient f or t he support of his old and indigent father to Tiumen. 11 

Page 65 No. 587 Oc t ober 1821 Folio 270-271. 
!"lain Office to Governor Gener<I l Huraviev. 

On the r c commemiation of Hagemeister, [M.l Ianovs kii, and others, the 

Company not only has canceled Khlebnikav' s deb t to the Company, but has 

mdde an av1ard of5 ,000 r (Rubles) because of his willingness to rernaj n in 

t he colonies until the Governor Gener i'l l leaves ,de s pute his 1vish to r e turn 

to Russua. 11 • 

Page 66. NO. 592 6 October 1821. Folio No. 278-279. 
Main Office to Governor General ~ruraviev. 

Thanks him f or t he plans he submitted for northern exploration. 

neminds him that aJ.l such e xplorations must bA have as their goal the 

Cpmpany 1s profit. The Company is displeased with Count Rumiantsev 1s 

p<Itticipation in this undertaking and warns ~hriviev not to give him any 

a s sistance and not to let him know the f ull extent of the discoveries." 

P<Jge 67 Chapter 3 24 February to 16 November k821 

Page 84 No. 314 20 l·lay 18 23. Folio no. 323 
Ha in (.Jffice to Governor General Huraviev 

He i s to send 7,000 pods of California v-1heat to Kamchatka. 11 

P8ge 84 No . 371 21 June 1823 Folio 327 
M~~~tl-!--~.:it:O:&:'~ Ha i n Office to Governor General ~ruraviev. 

"He is to obt ain from employee Popov a s tatement as to whether or not 

he is willing t o give his mother a part of his s alary for her support. 11 

Page 7. 
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rage 84. No.311-t 20 1
'
1ayLil823 Foldlo # 323 

Main Office to Governor eneral Muraviev 

He is to send 7,000 pods of California wheat to Kamchatka. · 

Page 85. No. 408. 12 July 1823. Folio # 329. 

I'lain Office to Governor General Huraviev. 

rte is to increase the snlary of employee Svinin at the Ross 

settlement from 400 r. to 600 r. pr year." 

Volume 4 19 February 1824 - 12 D'cember 1825. 

Page 88. No. 123 27 Februari 1824 Folio # 16-17 

Hain Office to Governor General Muraviev. Replies to his No. 46. 
(12 February 1823) :;,t;_...,_, <!"~· 

" He is to order Shmidt ( 11a.nager of Ross) §fficer in charge of Ross, 

to carry out Khlebnikov 1s recormnendabions. The Government is 

negotiating with England and the United States to establesh exact 

bou&aries for the Russian colonies. Ross is to be improved, and two 

I 

\ 

families of creoles are to be sent there as farmers 
27 F 

and fully equipped. 

27 ebruary 1824. Folio # 
Ueneral Muraviev.Replies to 

r P~ge 88. No. 124. 
'i Hain Office to Governor 

18. 
his No.47. 

12 February 1823. 
"Instructions to continue the hunting of Sea lJtters in California 

despite the unsuccessful negotiations for a mutual working agrangement 

with the Mexican Government there. 11 

~ ~age 88. No. 125. 27 February 1824 Folio 20. 
Hain Office to Governor General Muraviev. Replies to his no. 43 
( 13 February 1823.) 

11 Instructions to continue to buy grain in California regardless 

of rising prices. New foreigners will be tr~ading in the colonies, and 

Hhat-ever is necessary should be purchased from them. 

P:1ge el3. No. 148. 5 Harch 1824. Folio # 22. 
Hain °ffice to Governor General YlUraviev. 

11 The Company made a report to the Russian Government based on 

the Governor general's cormnunication No. 125 of 18 April 1823. 11 
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Volume 4 (con.) 

l;age 102. No. 717 4 November 1824. Folio 231 
Hain Office to Governor General 1-luraviev. 

-
11 He is to inform Denzeman (sic) that his application to become a Russian 

Subject has been approved. Encloses no. 449 and two unnumbered 

documents described on the next page. 11 

Page 103. IW.449 31 October 1824 Folio 232 
Ninistry of Finance , Department of t-1anufacturing ani! Domestic 
Commerce to Company's uain Office. Replies to letters Noi. 671 
(November 31, k823) and # 52 (26 November 1823 and 52 
( 26 January 1824. ) 11 

T)\,~%ti1~~%%~~%~%% T,.,,. npt,it,j on of Sea.m<Jn I.\mzeman (sic) to becorre a 

H.ussian subject has been approved.(Enclosure to no. 217) 

Page 103 No. N.N. 25 April 1823. folio 233 
Cbristofer .uenzeman to Governor General H.rraviev. 

Petition to become a Russian subject. (Enclosure to no. 717) 

Page 103. N.N. 13 October l8o4. Folio 235 
Governing Senate to Hinister of Fin2nce Kankrin 

.. Hay now cle, ,r for Christopher Bcnzeman, a native of Danzig, to become 
a ussian subject. An oath should be suorn by him(Enclosure to no.717.) 

(Note. 'l'he wife of a decendant f.f¢ of Christopher Denzeman donzted 
a Hus0i:ln °amovar and other family heirlooms to Vort Ross S.H.P. JCHcK.) 

Page lo6. Volume 4. no.264.20. H:1rch 1825. 
I'lain Office to Governor General Muraviev Replies to his no. 10 

( 4 Febru<'lry 1825. 

11 The 8ompany is pleased to know that vaccination for cowpox I·Ias 
introduced into the colonies. 

(Historic Note. from Cook.S.F. BuHetin of the History of l·~dicine. 
Vol. Vll.No.2.1939.P.l7l.) 

11 In 1821 the Russian Frigate RUSA or RUTUSOl came into Honterej; 
Harbar and t he ship 1 s surgeon Bacilia Her lin came ashore H1.th vials 
of 11 Smallpox lymph 11 from Lima/eru. Some 54 people Here , Vaccinated. 11 

In June of 1829 James Ohio Pattie brough vaccine to Bodega Bny <md 
vaccinated some 1,)00 persons in the Coloey noss. 11 

Pac;e 106 No. 2U6. 20 Harch Hl25. Folio 280 
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-- 1m e 4 • ( c · n • ) 
Page ~06. 20, l~rch 1825 Folio 280~ 
Hain ffice to Governor General Huraviev Folio 280 
Heplies to his nos. 105 (19 April k820) and 146 1 May 1824) 

"Instructions to raise Khlebnikov's salary to 12,000 r (Rubles) a 
year as a rew:1rd for his outstanding work on trade conditions in California. 
The reward to Etol~n is left up to the Governor General. 

Page 107 llo. 267. 20 Narch 1825 Folio 282. 
l·lain Office to Governor General Huraviev. Replies to his no 66. 
2 A:)ril 18 24 • 

• 11 Refers him to dispatch no. 21 ( 27 February 182h) reg.1rding reHards 
to Aleuts employed in making traps. 

Page 107 No. 268 20 l-~'1rch 182) Folio 284. 
Nain Office to Governor General Nuraviev. replies to his no.67 
( 2 April 1824~} 

"The Comapny approves all rewards he has made to employees and 
reminds him that he has full fr edom to make ~ them. 

Page 110. Lo. 280 20 Harch 1825 Folio. · 329. 
Hain Office to Governor General Nuraviev. Replies to his No. 355 
( 24 October 1823). 

" The Comparw approves the request to raise the pay of Aleuts 
engaged in making traps." 

lJa~e 110 no. 290. 20 l'Jar:ch 1825 Folio 331 
" •ain Office to Governor ueneral Muraviev. Il.eolies to his no. 354 
( 24 October 1823.) . 

" The Company is increasing the sum available fofi- rewards from 
5,000 r. to 10,000. r. but he is to keep this knowledge secret from 
his successor." 

L./ Page 111. No.296. 20 l'iarch 1825. Folio ,lll~ 34g. 
Hain Office to Governor General ~1uraviev. Replies to his No.ll7 
( 9 May 1824) 

11 'Ihe Company has sent the ikons for tm Chapel at Ross • 11 

Page 111 No.299 20 harch 1825. Folio 349 
l·lain °ffice to Governor General Huraviev. lteplies to his no. 170 
( 6 Hay 182~1.) 

11 The Comrwny Hants to kno"~o7 if :lf\Y daj ly meteorological observations 

:1re being f,¢~ made in the Colonies. 
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Volume 4 (con.) 

J.' age 113. No.327. 27 1'1arch 1825 Folio # 365 
l'·iain Office to Governor General Hurav:i..ev. Replies to his no. 83 

( 10 April, 1824.) 

"Instructs him to collect statistical dnta about the colonies and 
to obtain a detailed description of Ross, of the Spanish Hission in the 
area, and of the native tribes aroun~ Ross. All this information is to 
be sent to the }1ain Office .n 

~age 114. No. 334. 27 arch 1825 Folio 
ivlain Office to Governor111General Huaviev. 

379. 

11 As requested ( 25 November 1823) by Slmidt ( Sic.Sclunidt) , 
hanager of Ross, The Compaey has sent 1,000 r. to his relatives, 
deducting this amount from his salary. 11 

~age 116 no. 373 27 March 1825. ~·'olio # 422 
Main Of'fixe to Governor General Huaviev 

)./ 

11 The Company h:1s petitioned the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
permission to purchase a few peasant families and to transfer them 
to Roos as farmers. If it is denied, the Company trill j;ry to hire 
free persons. Encloses unnumbered document described on the next 
page. 11 

~age 117. n.n. n.d. (No date.) 
!'lain Office to Hinistry of Foreign 

Folio 423-425. 
Affairs. 

11 Heport on Ross- its present situation, historuc b:1ckground, and 
a future project. (Enclosure to no. 373.) 

Volume 5 
H 

13 arch- 15 April 1827. 

-:}age ul25 No. 2)8 24 Harch 1826 
Main Office to Governor General Huraviev, Replies to his no. 110 
( 12 April 1826. 

11 He is to send . creols to Ross only if they are llapable of 
farming. He is also to send to Ross some Company employees who 
are peasants." 

v Pae;e 126 No. 264 24 Harch 1826. 
Hain Office to Governor General Huraviev. Replies to his # 127. 
( 22 April 1825.) 

11 The Compaqy approve._s the replace~mnt of Sclunidt by 
Shelekhov as managec of Ross. 11 

Page 
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V9lume S (con.) 

No. 246 31 Harch, 1827. Folio # 204. . 
/ Hain Office tonGovernor General Chistiakov. Replies to his No~l05, 

( 2 April, 1826.) 

"The description of the colonies and of California made in 
1825 by Khlebnikov was re~eived and f ound most useful. The Company 
'"ants information about the colonies that vmuld aid in the 
completion of statistics." 

Page 139 No. 248 31 March 1827. Folio 208 
:t-'!ain Office to Governor General Chistiakov. Replies to his No.l6. 
( 26 October, 1825.) 

11 The proposed eA.1Jedition beyond Dering Strait cannot be nndertaken 
at this time because Glunt Sergei Rumiantsev, hell' to Connt Nikolai · 
Rumiantsev, failed to provide the necessary money. 11 

Page 143 Ho 274. 31 Harch 1827. Folio 260 
Naj n off ice to Governor General Chistiakov. 1 '8plies to his No.l67. 
( 2 J."J.ay, 1825) 

11 The Company re ceived the Oath given by Benzeman in connection 
with his promotion to officer's rank." 

Page 146. No. 340 15 Apr:il 1827. Folio 300-301. 
/ Hain Office to Governor ueneral Chistiakov, Replies to his no .104 

( 2 April 113 26.) 

"Farming at Ross should not be expanded but improved .Ross 
cannot supply enough grain for the colonies. Additional grain should be 
purchased in Califomia as before." 

Volume 6. 23 Y~ch 1828 - 13 December, 1829. 

/ Page 148 No. 223. 23Harch 1828. folio 13. 
11 !·J.ain Office to Governor General Chistiakov. Replies to his No. 316 • 

. (5 October k826) and -119 (30 April k827.) 

11 Acknowledge receipt of the list of those at Nave­
Arkhangelsk, Ross and on the Aleutian Islands who took the oath 
of allegiance to the Emperor Nikolai Pavlovich and receipt of the report 
of liJj .dshipman Etolin." 

Page 148. No. 2 ;;' 1.~. 23 harch 1828. Folio# 15 
Hain uffice to Governor General Chistiakov Replmes to his No.2. 
8 January 182 "I . ) 

"Authorization to deduct 119 r 26 k. from Lienzemen 1 s salaty. in 
connection with his promotion to a higher rank." 
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Volume 6. 

Page 150 No. 237 22 harch 1828 Folio 39. 
Hain Office to Governor General Chistiakov. Replies to his "o. 58 
(30 J:!arch 1827. ) 

" He is to pay benzeman 1,000 r. in addition to his salary 
increase of 1,000. r a year in appreciation of his zealous service." 

Rage 159. No. 349 13 April 1828 Folio 122-123. 
1'J.ain Office to Governor General Chistiakov. Replies to his no. SL 
( 24 March 1827.) • 

11 Expresse s the hope that the hunting of sea otters along the 
California c:W.st in cooperation 'Hith the California administration 
can be reseumed and that hereby grain can be obtained for the colonies. 
Though the Ross settlement is at present useless. It should be left as it is 
for the present for the time being in case Russia recognizes Mexico. 
Sees little danger to Ross from CalL6ornians. Refers to an episode 
at the 1' arallone .lslands. Prefers thht goods from Kronshtiadt or 
,oney be used to buy grain from the Americans, seals are to be 
exchanged only as a last resort." 

Page 162 No. 358 13 ApJ:.:il ,11328. Folio 157. 
· l-1ain Office to Governor General Chistiakov. 

11 In view of the <difficulties of obtaining grain from California, 
the Company has ordered ~,he Okhotsk: officr,; to send him in the 
sununer 1,000 pods or more of flour, next year from 3,000 to 4,000 
pods , n.nd thereafter, the same amount qr more is it xan be brought from 
Irkutsk." 

Page 168 No. 195 10 February 1829 
l'1inis t ry of Finanace ,Department of State Property, in the Russian 
American Company. 

" Asks 1-1hether the Company cou,ld acquire meeds of the Norfok 
Pine ( Araucaria excelssa ) and valfiDrnia Cedar ( Pinus labertiana ) .... 
f cund beb-:een the 40th and 43dr parallels. N.latitude near the oss 
se ttlement. The Hinistry seeks to grow in Tauruda Guberniia trees · 
better SJ.tited for shipbuilding (Enclosure to no. 333. ) 

Page 177. No. 418 10 April 1829 Folio 302 
H.ain Office to Governor General Chistiakov. Replies to his No. 81. 
( 13 April 1828 ) 

11 The Company reaffirms its opinion that there is no hope of 
agricultural development at Ross settlement and that expenses should be 
met from other lac al st~~A sources. Wants Shelekov1ro continue in 
the colonies, 1rith an increase in salary to be determined by the 

Governor General." 
Pagel3. 
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