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Jenner, CA 95450 

A BHI 2:F HISTORY OP' P!lCI:FIC ~OAS'l' ~...:1-?ALTI!G 

B,y Nicholas J. Lse 

~~11ala!:> wn:re ca1;.ght. b,;r t~~ Indir..ns of the Pacific North · 

)~ast, ;J.till~ing sps cial 35 foot c~no•1 ~, hH:r-poons, lines And fJ.oats, 

ev~m by poi~cn. Peopls s of the Arctic~ the Sski.,.o, Chuckchi !.nd 

Korya.k also b.-.1ntcd the whale r.1hl.ch '!t: ~. s !r..loh. pr:hed for its :Mat, 

-thay cam.~ ;.J.p to brea.trein the i .co lo ~:0s. 'l'h<"y th.~n pulled th~ ~rhale up 

em tbs . :i.c."C and sl~dced bim h .ck to ::!.~nd. A su.cc-s ss:f\:.1 c!l.tch Has cele-

br&ted by a. ceremony called Nolakat'lk. 
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The Japanest'9 had devalopsd a highly organized coastal industry 
. . . 

in the 1600's but this h11.d d~clin>i:'td by the nineteenth century, possibly 
. ( ' ' ... . ~-

due to overfishing. 

·· · · ... ' W'nales were fi~st "mentioned on the racifio Coast by Sebastian 
-: _, 

- -~ · - . 

Vig.crlno in 1602 when he r~ferred to Bahia. de Belenu or Wha.la Bay in 

&jtt California and to the ' Bay of Honta ... rey (!-~onterey) as being 'Plentiful 
.·. ': ... 

in huge. sea wolves ( sea-l~ons) a..."ld whales. 
": .. 

' .. 
Tho firat shore whaling on the Pacifie by non-native peoples took 

I • • ·= ~ 
'1" • : • • ;_; • • t • . i;l ... ' • • -'>-· ! -.~ . 

plaee out ·of Honterey, Califo.rni~, ·in 1851, however whaling ehips from 
: '( ' --: . . ' 

Britain and the New England ports had been active sinca they first rounded 

the Horn in the 1790's. They at first concantratad on the waters off Chile 
~ ·: 

and Peru. but ~-ctivities ~~~~ spread tbroughout.th~ Pacific.'" 
:..,. ~.. . ·. ~ . ~--- . - ... 

Often they ~aught .. -
,: .. 

seals o.nd ~ea otters for their valv.abll'J skins as supplemental income. These 
~ ' ' - · ,; ~ ' ~ ,. ~ ~ ... - .. . . - -

early whalers .were . largely' responsible for the discovery of many of the 
.. ... ·, . .... .:. . .1.--· ' 

P&oifie Islands end also fer the eventual acquisition of ~lifornia from 

1-lexico. 
~ -~ 

The . Sanclwlch Islands; · (Ea~raj.i.) because of their proximity to the 
:- · .... 

, '• • ~ : • , . ~ •. , .· r •· .• • . 

famous . Off .. Japari 'whale 'ri~hing grounds, and San Francisco, were the whalers' 

mtin operating ba~es in th~, Pacific wh~retthey refitted and took on fresh 
. ' . 

· ·. £::. -~-~· ! - :~1-' . · .... · . .!. ',..J. · ·' , ,.• 

Dupplies. 
. •. ~ • ~ l · ·.... ~ ,.... r '. . ·r: . . . ! •. ' •. i 

Ho&t of ths wh11les . caught at this time were Sperrr.a.ceti or Spsl"l:n Whales. 
( . -. . . . - .. ! - . ~ ;_'-' "' : . . . . .. 1 

In 1835 the first Black-Right ·or North Pacific Right yfnales were taken on the 

· Kodiak grO',.mds and new impetus Has given to l-Thaling. In 1843 the Bowhead 

Whale was discovered along the Siberian Coast, off Kamchatka, just as this 

species was dying out in the North-East Atlantic and the Arctic Oc0an, where 

it had been pursued for over a 100 years as the Greenland Right ~~ale • 

' . 
·.' ' ' 

. . ·-. . . " . ·, ., ' ' •. ~ I .. ... _t -: ...... ' 11 
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FiV'! yea1•s late1•, the Bo-whead uas discovered above the Bsring 

·, 
• I 

Straits and e.f't~r this, whaling t.andetd to ool'lcentrate on the Arctic, 
' ) ~ 

B3ring tJ'ld Kodiak grounds in the Sllllln'ler ~md nlong the coast of LO\rer 

Califor•nia in the \rl.nter. Arctic \7haling was a tough and dangerous 
- > 

business though, and in the 1870's most of the Arctic \~aling Fleet 
. . ' . · .. • ' . 

was lost in two separate disasters when they were caught by pack-ice 
. ·• '. . . . . .... ~ 

in the Bering Straits. 
~ .. In 1871 33 ships and their craws, \dth oil and 

.,; .. ~! . \ . \, 

bons worth $1600000 were lost. 
: '" f~-'.: • • • " • •. I'"· ~ ' ' .._ ' ; ~' . 

,. .... 

:·! ;>_ 

·.· :-·r 

•• •• ;'1_i, . 

! ~ ;: . t" 

At its peak, in 1846, there 'tvs~ about 900 vsssels in the whaling 
··'· • I . 

industry, 735 of which were A~arican. About 500 of these operated in the 
- . . •);;, ... . ... ··.::-·: 

Pacific. Soon after this a decline in prices occurred, caused by the 
- • . I. 'Jot 

opening of new petroleum oil fields. (Standard 011, which was a principal 
. . ~ . . 

buyer, cut its price from 50 cents to )0 csnta a gallon.) This, plus the 

Arctic disasters, together 'd th the fact that many of the crews desart.od 
.. 

to tr,y their luck in the California gold fiolds, was t~sponsible for a 
· ' •' . : \ . 

decrease in whaling. Operations were neve!' again to be ao widespread or · 

so numer~~s, although fewer ships and and stations, u~ing modern and more 

efficient methods ~re soon to catch ntf.>l'e and moro whales. 
~ : ..... i • •• ;. ~ .. 

As to the whales themselves, perhaps a brief description of some 

of the different kinds to be found in the Pacific might be helpful. 
·. 

~fuales are an old group of animals. Fossil records indicate th~y 

'-'ere already l7ell developed in the Eoceneepoch, over 60 trlllion years ago. 
' • . . ~ .? • ,._: --~ 

'l'hay are descended from terrestial animals and exhibit the highest degree · · ,. · 

of adaptation to life in water. Haximum tnatabolie efficiency is .such that . 

months and mature in 2 years. \Vhales have 110 hair or fur covering but 

h!.VeQ12 i.nches or so thick coat of blubber for protection and insulation. 

- 3 -
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/ \>f.aales &re of' two kinds , b~lo~Y1 t!!'ld tooth~ de B&leen ~1lales t including 

r ays , Fin Whales cmd Right Whales (bocause t hti3y t..-ere the "ri.ght" ones to catch) 

Hith this apparatus they ara able t . . . 

strain or .sieve .largo qu.anti,tiss of snw.ll il'l&rinfJ creatures including heteropods, 

· pteropods, copapods and shrimplike crustacea ?alled euphau3iids, ( corm:rmnly ~nown 

as kril.) Collectiv-0ly known as ;.-:hale f eed, the3e were a v&luable indication to 
L · . 

whalers or the probable presana0 of,'' -wl·.;~.:J.cs . 'rhi~ l:Thale f eed enables sufficient . 
'· . 

\ : 

nourishment to build a huge body _uith exceptional rapidity, to support high ex-
= . ' ~ 

penditures or · energy and storago beneath the skin of voluminous masses of insula-
.. ...... . . . 

ting, oily,- blubber. Some whalebone whales make seasonal migrations from tropic& 
·-· ... 

calving grounds to feeding grounds in tpe colda_r l..rat~rs of ~~~ . Arc~i~. and J:ntarct 

~:-, Other whales eat awAll fish such as Boreal, Capelin, and young Herr~ng. 
•1. . .. ,; 

The Fin rnd Hwr:pbaok Whales eat shark and sea fowl. 
. ..... ·~ · .• · .. ~ ~ ~~. -~· .: ~ -~' l --~- . 

T'· ,~ ' The toothed whales include those with teeth on bot_h j~ws and those with 
~ . . . •' :. . . ... 

toe~..:.h ·on the low-er ja\:J only. , These _latter usually have only ru.dim.entaey cr 

partially formed teeh on the uppar jaw. ~orpoise and Dolphins have teeth on , both 
- - ~ - t . ~ ;; 

jaws . a.nd .feed on fish~ . Tho Spermaceti, or cacha,lot, as it i~ also known, and 
' . . . . . ~ :... . . . . . :: . 

bottle nosed wha.lee have teeth on the .lowr .jaw and feed mainly on squid. These 

squid, which can reach extrerr~ly large ~ize, live at depths of approximately half 

~ mile under the surface. Pressure at this dapth is equal to 80 atmospheres. 
• . ·- .0: : ' ':.. ~ 

t ::, .,: ! Whales do not . have sharp vision, their eyes are pr otected from brine, 
. -, . ~ 

"nuch is painful to mammals, . by a elnnd that f!ha_ds. grease tears. They do, hco."evar 

hava aeou.rate hearing; · A sophisticated system silllilaT to sonar is used for locat,. 
. . 

objects around them and is also u Bed in their navigation, as is, too, a sense of 

smell or taste utilized to recognize nutrient or 3edimant laden 'iaters emptyin· 

into th~ sea. This is of vital i~portanoo to the nrl.gr-atory '"'hales as landmar 

in their journeys between feeding grounds -and breeding grounds. 
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. ' s • . .;.. : . . I . , 

· vfual~s , Dolphina &nd Porpoise may ba called whales, but 

·· generally only th9 larger ceta.eerms al"'~ c&lleci 1.:hals~ although this 

: · is not al:m:ays the cass . ·. , /< ••• 

' ; ~ 

1~a Right rJhalas: . Pacific,· Nsw England and others , and Bo1mead 

Whales (&laena jlaciclis) 'tyere form:orly nu.t>J.erous but were . s.~ow moving, 

' ·· 2-12-knots , non-ooligerertt and vasily caught.. Sinc.g they y:l.aldsd large 
I 

amounts of oil used in illuminntion and baleen, the:r -w--ere much saught afte r • . 

About 100,000 \mre killed in the .19th eentur~. They r-aach a. ~.ength of 60 

.~ ' feet but are raraly seen now although a. protected species by international 

r .. 
. .. : agreement. The Right Whale is usually black, but may shoi.f irregular white 

. . 

:_ .: ·pa.tches, e~Ipscie.lly on the .underside . It has no dorsal fin or throat gr,.,oveo 

ThG Pacific Right forlnerly r anged from the Bering Straits and Alaska to Baja 

'-~=· California. The Bo--whead i s an . Arctic Whale, . . : .·· 

. >Five kinds of Fin Whales or Rorquals (Et:tlaonopters.) at-e found in the 

:.~ · .- .- Pa.oific. Ths L1ttle Pi..l{ed or Minke (&'llaenoptera <toutorostrata) only reaches 

> ·33 feet. It is .gray-black above and \orhit& belo-.r, with a white band across the 

· .. ·. fiippsrs • . It is used in some countries as hUII".an and pet food. . ·' .. 

' ._.,\ : . . ... ~ 
. . . · The Set. Whale ( Ea.laenoptera borealis ) may reach 51 feet.. . It is gray 

(:· to bluish-gray e.bove and on the rear hill of the undersurfaM , and white down 

: ·, th~ _front o:f the underside which is . grooved in long Mrrm1 furrows, as are 

: MOfJt Rorquals. It is low in o!l contents SQ not much sou.ght aftar, although 

: _it, did comprise 20% of the BY>itish Colu.·ubia whale take in 1959 and 9~ of the 

California e&.tch in 1959-l062. This l-Tha1e i s \ddely used in Ja.po.n for huma: 

. ·. .. ... :; · -' -~ . . .· .,. ',;. ) .. '~ . 

. ,..,, t ·· • • 

I 

i 
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The Blue or Sulphur bot tom (&le.enoptera. l'!IUSC".!lus) is th<!! largest 

of all ¥rhal<;s and indeed all l h rll'lg or E~ x'Gin.ct s.nimals . It oan :r.eaoh 1.00 

feet in l AYl_gth and a weight of over 100 tons. It i.s long and strerunlined 

and bluish-gray with light blue mottling . The name Sulphur bottom refars . . 

!-o the film of diatoms wnich e:ometi.mes co~r wh~les that have b~en in · cold· .. 
wate~ for a.n axtonded period. There is a V;)ry small dorsal fin ;.rhich is set 

quite far back. Only 2~ of C~liforr1ia captures al~ Blues. They usually 

produce nbou7 120 barrels of oil each. 

Similar to the Blue i s the F'linback or b"in \>male (&laenopt~ra physalus ). · 

It is t he most numerous snd als o the fastest of all -w·hales. . It made up 34~ 
c ~· - .::_ . . . ' .. . . 

of the California catch in the period 1956-1952 ro1d 40 ~ to 70~ of the British 
: .· ~ . . -- : 

Columbia catch in 1958-1959. It is about 80 fest long and produces about llO . 
.. -.' ' ~ . ~ ~ ... 

barrels of .oil. . .. 
~ ' 

1-f.embers of .famJ.ly Ziphiidae ,. the Beaked or Bottle Nosad Whales, are 

of moderate size but rather rare off the Pa~ific Coast. -, 
,'A • .-.:.) ..... _~ t ; ; (' ·~.:.·- ~ .. •• 

The ~~ck (Megaptera novaeanglioe)_ ic stockier th~n B&laenoptera 

and 1•aaches about 52 feat. ;rt differs f1•om all other whales in having extt"emely 
";., ,. 

long flippers, a tr.ta.rter to a third of the total body length, \-Ihich are kno'::lbed 

on the leading edges. It is bl&ck on the top and th" sides and wbite: underne&th. 

It is often to be found in coastal waters and bays~ Frequently it breaches 

(leaps clear of the uater) • 42'.'6 of the California catch (1958-1962) were 

t -'·en in British Columbia. Rumb&cks each produce 
Humback but only a few wre CIA ·' 

h ti r this whaJ e is nm-v ttestri..&d to 
about 60 bar·rels of oil • .. _Annual un ng o _ . : . •. 

three C.ays. ·- : • : ~ < . .. .. ·:, ... 

· · · (Or' .. cu) and the not so eOl'!II!lon 
The wall kr~o;.:n Killer '!tJhale or Orca ~nu.. or , . . _ .. v ' . : 

-. . . . . ' ' - . 

CrAssidens) are not ectual whales but in fact 
, False Killer ~lnale (Pseudoraa. .,. 



/ 

DolphinB t as also is the Pilot \'~'hale {Globicephal a ocalliDloni)., 
''; . . ·. .- : ·. ~ 

'· ·- · Tha tU&la S~rm \>Jbale . (Phyuat Rr catodon )~ larges-t of the toothed whales, 

reaches 59 f.Get and ~ighs 52 tons ., (Fenl~le~ only r each 39 feat). They are 

dark bluish-gray to black, sometimes with '"hite on .the lower jaw and belly. 

A large sqnarlsh hsad Yd.th small lcJH<~r jaw diatinguishes this whale from any 
. . 

. . ..... :· ~ :~ $; 

other c~t11 cea.n • . ; Tha dorse.l fin i s t•ound~d and set 1-:rell baol~ and is foll<n~d 

by "a-series of bUmps ., The .- spout of this Hhale also differs from that of other 
.. .. ~ 

\males in . that it ia directed slightly forwqrd. ~he Spe~n w~s ~~oh sought after 
.. -•· 

baeause' or its high quality oil. 90 b~rels . could ueually be obtained, 6 barrols 
• • -4 ' l - . , ... ·-·· r·=·r· •.. 

of. Which ·eaL~ from a. · cavity in the head. This . spermacatic oil, as it \!."1.8 
•' •'. _,. 

. , . . ,· . 

knmm, 't>TaS · of" particular ·Value. The Spe~ hlh~_e &il is u_o3d as a high grade 

lubrication for precision instru!llonts. , Spem Whales were also the only source 
' • \ • ~ ·" '._ ~ ~-· . : <; - ~ ·~. -.;, : _ '! ·: 

of' · araber~ris, at one time mu~h used as · a base for expensive parf\unes. It comes 
- ~ • - .• • • • : ~ ~~ < •• • ·-~ - ;..,l 

from t.he. whale's int.,stine nnd .ie st.ill in s_cme . den1and although larg~l~ re ... 

plac~d · by'' synthatic substitut e s ., .· At . one time it. sold for $40. an ounce but 
• • ~ ~ - t • . 

i" . ... _: _ _ ...;_ -~~ ~.., 

now :tstchs s only between 75 cents to $3. per ounee. . Sperm rJha.les constituted 
... --: ~ -~ · -:_!f ;;~ 

o~)Jf the California CD.tch in recent years, although 15g in 1958 and JO% in 

1959 in British Columbia.. ·· ·_ :· · ~ ..... •:'" .:..· 1 • .::. 

~;; :r. ·.-·c ' ' The Pygmy Sperm Whale (lCogia brevieeps) ranges_ .from 9 feet to 13 feat 
~ r .. ·"' 

"' ' - - .... . 

in '-iength~ ~- It ·is black above and gray-lthite below and is rather scarce on the 
· ·-· · · · .... ; ·• -- .:.··.:.:.: ... :- -L -:·. ( ... t .. r -· C' 

\>Test 'coast~ ,_., ,--:· · .. , , ::: (!: ! ·"" ·~:· -r>r.:~ c > ) • ·":· <-~- .. " ·:·' 
~ ··; ~~·~ - t ·':···· :·i:·.,_: ~~ t , :;;..!._ :: .. .-~ ·~·.-. -:. •.• 

.. ~ ~· ,,,,;. --·" lhirds ~aked Whale (&:t•tu•diis bairdi) is brot~'nish gray all over l-Jith 
:. : . ~-. ~? 

.'irregular· white blotches sometimes present ventrally and c~ reach 42 feet. 

It. is infrequently taken by whilers because of its small eize • . 

Hubbs Beaked Whale (Mesoploodon CO'.tlhubsi) reachas onlyl? feet and 
. . .,., ~ 

>is blaok ttll oYer except for a · 'ti'hite b9ak. 

l - ) .. , 

f 
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or·, ··, ,. , .Caviero Baakod \-!hale (Ziph:iu.i!> Cc"\'\1-i.nos t l'is) i e; gray or fe.1m throughout 

a.nd lighte r undarne11th ., It tnay r ea.ch 37 feet in length .. . -~ ... :~ ' ~ : . .: 

The most interesting and well kno•m Ps.cific \inale is the California 
• ' ~ I 

Gr~y '!11ha.le • . (E~chrichtius ~ibbo~tls ). Gray lvnalaB f eed in s1llmna1• in the 

&ring Sea. ~~d adjac<mt Arctic Ocean. Thera ara actually t ¥to groups of ~rays, 

•~ich do not inte rmingle. One gro'.l.p, Hhich :i.s not now too 'i,qrge~ spend the 
~.' . 

~urn:mer in the Sea of Ckhotsk and the , .. ;inter ·in Korean ;taters. · The· main group 
' ' . ) ~·- ! ;: ' 

of California Grays leaves the n~~th in September or Ootob~r and travel south 
~ ~ .; .- ..... ' . . . 

• • • ··~ f.• 
) ..... ·. : 

l;l.mm the Hast Coast to _l1exico, usuall y arriving December through February. 
• .. ~ · ) J • , 

In tho lagoons . of Baj3. Calif'ornia O·fex::l.co), ID)d on the east coast of the 
' ..... \- .... 

Gulf of California the females have their calve!!! and breed~ · · :.--. ·.:·.· :: .'; 
f • ~ ' I 

. :. ' : ·' ' 
.,,. ., . . . .·. In the spring, 't-1arch through April, they start . north ngain, roaching 
.... . . • .: ,• '' I _:. •, ~ i .>'' ., • : •, ~ v !',• • . ~ • •' • ' ' ' 

.tho feading grounds in June. The journey is between 5000 to 7000 .miles each 
. . . . ~ ·- . - . . . 

... w_ay:_ end takes two to three months. They can swim at 10 knots but u .sutt11v 
.,:·., __ ."" r-; •• ~ .. -- ~ ~ : _ , __ ··.-~-- ~-· >.' '; ' 

~· swim at a steady 3-4 knots, making 60 to 80 nautical· 'miles a day. · Gray Whales 
-"'·--' ' : ~ . ·:. . . . ·_ · __ . -.~. . . ~ . . 

are between 35 to 50 feet long, the females being the lsngest. This is reverse 
- . • /'! : . .. ;: '- ··.f.:,. --- .. '· -... ' . ~ : 

·.,. sexual _dimorphism. 
• •• .... '\ •• ~ ... I • ; •• -J ~ •• ( ~ ; -!' ~ ~ ._. · . ••. ~ . .. , ' 

"' .. .... 

~: • ~ :' I ", ..... ·, 

I:::.~:>.~ \ ': l~~e;ly, ma~~< o~ _t~e- _G~a~s . stdlpped in San Diego B~y arid 'were so . -.· 

')•' numerous that it was dangerous to row across 'the bay because or the risk of 
" . - . - . -. . ".:. ~ ... . 

' .. overturning and even in the 1870's it was not uncorr..mon to eee 15· at a time • 
... -~ 

'' . 
_. No,.m.da.ys the Gray W'n&.les congregate off the li"3St coast of Baja California • 
.,. .. i' l . -.. . 

• -.,. z · ... :. ·• ... r . • 
~ ... . .. ") 

1 c A few .circle Cape San Lucas and cross the Gulf og California.' fo lagoone on the 
.,_ ·' '• • · ·• . :.' I , ,1. ; .. • • ." ~ :.. , 'l ;.. • ~; 

-
'· :- eastern side but most go to Scammon •s Lagoon; Bl ack Warrier Lagoon, San · · ... ~ 

- . .... ~ .: . .: . ... 
.... ~ · - I 

Ignac:to lAgoon and to the Magdalena Bay area, especially Soledad to tho north • 

.,;· . ... .. · ~ _ Unfortunately, at Black vJarrie~ .Lagoon there is a . salt work5 whose 
.. . . . . .. ' . . ' .. 

. . , ~hipping activities discour~ge the whales. ·This same company hae now dredged 

t 
; , 

l, ; 

.. · . . ·. 
. : .... ! • 

.. i. 

. : . .. . 

,. I 

--
" ' ·~ . 

.. .. .( . ' ' 

.. \ 

l 

· l 
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the entr ance to ;;ca1nmons l agoor1, presumably wlth the intention of e xpanding 

their oper ation to Scammons. 

Gray }¢hales wera not hunted extensively until the larger whates 

had bocom3 scarce. Then, in 1846, lagoon whaling started. The ships anchored 

in Ol:' offshore of tha bays of California and Lowe1• California a.nd let the ' 

whales come .to them. The toll was formidable. In 1~51 the Gray Y.JhP.le 

population was estimated at 50,000. By 18?lJ. only 10,000 -...rera ieft, and they 
J 

wer·0 sca rce l n t he l agoons , but the exploitation s till continued. BY"· 1900 

- ' 1 ~ ' • ; .. { ,~ ~' ·""; there uere almost none lefto· ... '-~ · ·; ~-~· __ ,., -·'·'"'· '· ·,.,-~,. ? ;._ ::: · ··- Q 

~he few surviving Grays eventually multiplied enough to' support· i · .\ 

Norwegian factory sh~p with steam powered c~tchers ~ · Several hu~dred· \'Tare' · ·" ':t. 

o.aught in the winters bet't..-ee n 1924 and_ 1929 at Magdalena. Bay. · !ul American ' 

factory ship, the "California", . also operated from 1932 to 1936, taking its 

share. 
-~~ ·') 

Shore stations at Trinidari a11d J-1oss Landing , together wlth others in ' 

California, added to the toll. • . .• • ~ • • ~ ~ "t "' -
;. . .... .-. . .... ..,_ . .. : .. "·' "':" ·' .. ~·· -~ 

·;:.: In _1937 the International \fualing Commission declarod the Gray.-Wh:lio 

a totally protected speoies forbidding its capture by a.'l rnember nation. ·. C'Nlly·· ;: -' 

native peopl~s of the Arctic eould kill Grays and only for their · o~~ use. 
. . 

The number of Cuifornia Grays is no>-1 estimated in excess of 5 • 000, but they 

are still _ ~n jeopardy • . The use of .the lagoons,so necessary for calvirig; is 

endangered by salt companies and cOOI!'Ilercial exploitation of the few retMining 

lagoons may soon imperil the Gray \-.'hale. Also there have been .rapeated attempts 
' . ' 

. to establish a shore station on tha Bgja coast. .. ~ t:-: -__ ·-.. - ~.J • 

·,: ·Ther~ are . three Methods of cat ching Whale<'~; : · ThG traditional picture 

of -whaling is of course of the ships ,.,hich left their home ports and stayucl · ·· 

aw~y several years at the m1aling gr~~nds until a fUll cargo of wil and wh~le-

bone was o:,tained. The whales were caught by small boat - the double-ended 

- . . . . .. . .. -, . - ~ . . . -- ... ·- . .., .. ~- ' . - "' . . . - . -
"whaei:i' boafs",~ and then t.ow d 'to the ship to be flenaed or 'stripPed. 'c)f 'their 
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bluboor alongside , the carca.~s then b"3ing cast e.drif'te The oil l-1B.S 

.. 
nt7.ad11 out and put int~ tanks or barrels on board ship. This 111sthod 

is still the !llost common, but a sp'3ciali~ed fleet has now taken over 

fr-om _tho old sailing ship and her whale~oats. The modern l.rhal~g fleet 

,usually consists of a "factor-.r" ship, a fleet of catcher vasssls , ·with . .. · 

often a tanker and several whale 1'tugs 11 ., 
. - ~ -~ . ' 

, The ca.tch~rs are small vessels in the range of 850 tons with 
' ' · ' . 

c. cbout 3,600 horsepo>-rer. Th9y have an expl'.'sive 90 l'IJ!Il. harpoon gun on a ':. 

The platform in the bows, connected to the wheelho11se by e. catwalk. 
•. ~ . 

. .. 
! . · . • . 

When the lookout sights e. school, or pod, •· .. skipper is. usua.ll~ the gunner. 
; . ~ ( ' : .. . ~ 

of whales, the catcher gives chase. iVhen ~everal ~males have been killed 
; . . . ~ ~ "... ' . , . . . 

> .they are to~red to the factor-y ship either by the catcher or, since this 
·' •'' . 

~ _is ti~e consuming, by special wha~e tugs • ••") . 

. . ·.- " r . 

.. . . . . The factory ship cut~~ up and renders down th~ l·1halss. · In 1925-1926 
- <. --! - . . 

... the fi.rst . r~ctory ship with an inclined ramp in th·~ stern uas' i nt;;ocduced • 
. ,•. 

1 . Th.e vhales a.re winched 11p the ste rm ;~~· -~nd s.il wh~ie cutting, etc., is ~-
. I 

• I • ~-

.accomplished on board. '!'he "lm~le products .:1re then st.ored o.:t board , &lthough 
\·_:: - .. 

·.' '!:'. 

. . in SOlre . cases the oil is tr8.11Sferred to a subsidiary t anker by ·ship to ' sl".dp 
. , 

tranzfe.r, sir.tilar to navy tactical refueling. Som~ or the mora recent 

~-,· factory ships ~re l~rge indeed, in the 30,000. t~n ' range ·and are equipped 

.. ·· 'Hith amphibi~n spotter aircraft or helicopters · • t • ~ .. _ _ · _; • • • " • • • • • ~ ; - ~ !: ~ 

• < 

) ', ,: , . -. . , , n A.'"lothnr method now used only to a li!ll:lted extent in the Arctic and 
•. "'. ., , •·~ :HJ . : ::. •· . 4.,. :.-·· ; r •• • - • .) . ·i :-

" .. in the Azores 9 but "t>:rhich l·ras extensively used in the· early 'days· or coastal 
~ :. }, • • - :.. . . • • • t ' • ... • . 

whaling, particularly in 'calif~rni~ in .the -18.oo•s. is that or a station and 

try works established &.s hore at a likely loc::tt.:i..on. ~·lh~.l~s; C!!.Ught by small 
' . . 

boat, lvere then tov~d to the station. These boats stay~d ~rl.thin a distance 

cr abo-J.t ten miles or the base q.nd since whales, in earlier days~ "'rere more 

plentiful, quite a good livir.g could be Il18.de. i · ·--

- 10 -



Hod"rn shore l.Jhaling de>:velop~d from this and was simih.r exc~pt 
. 

t hat staa\11 powered or diesel povmred catche rs were employed. 'w"ith their 
.. . 

extended rBJ1~e they could go out sev~ral hundr ed miles scouting for vh.s.les. 

' . . 
The catche r vessels to1-1 the l-malas baok to shore fo'I' flensing. These boo.ts 

,-
are usually converted from othor t ypes , especially e x-militar-y vessels and 

. ' . ~ . ";-'" ... . . .... '. . ~ ~ . ,. 
. ) j . 

tr~n<Tlers . 

The old sho!'e - sts.tions l(rere an, :i.nterAsting and little knov-m flilcet 

of vJe:;tern history. · ·The whe.lers t~emselves _werl".l almost always Port ugue 3e 
. 
from the Azoree ' or from the western islands of the Atlantic, both places ... . ~-

.. 

h-av-ing ' ·a long tradition of , whaling •. 
• ... '. , • : .! ~l t '\ : : ·. ~. t .... 1 

• ' . ·:· ,. : . ... ... ! . :•a. - -~--

The station itself usually consisted of a natur.rtl ramp •..:h~re t he 
·~rhales could. be drawn '..l.p by a - oapste.n called the crr.b, rry pots set· over 

' . -; . · . . .. 
· bpen ~irnaces, rough wooden plank .vats for . storage of the oil and a sha ck 

' . . 
• · • 1 _1 -', ·:. ' "" ~ 

-~ Or' cabin loYhich vras di \~.ded into ,foar I'OOl'l"l.S , l.;hi.ch sa ned a.S Washroom, drying 
: · ".I • • •• ,_.- .~ ~ .. 

room~ stora room 8xrl. coopers shop. .Thera ;':"'as also a cabin ·rhera t he •rhalers 
.. · · .. 

- lived and. a ioo~(O'J.t st~tion • . · At tha lookout wa~ a. fla.gno1e that cou.ld ~ 
. \ . -

1 
" • :· ~ ~ ~·· ~~ .~ .... ~ : r ,. -~ • ·; . _ 1 

• '\is-~d - for signalling information to _bo-~ts ~t . sea.. The number of boat~ serVing 
t ' . · ... 

the st.at.ion w~s usu&lly two. . . ·,«> •• • 
- - to ~~ ....... r 7 :,.:1'. ·r :r _,~ :· · :_·-t ( -~ ..... t 

... r , 1 ~:-· ·"~ ~-."'::'-·"" ~.-~. ::. . _ . .- ... J· __., . }--t -:._ ·~ 

'· · :: ,. :.: .,. __ ,A t .. -haiing company most often included a. captain, mate, coopr~r, t -vro 

boatste~'rars and 11 .. men • . '!'he boats, which usually had ltLgsrl~s ., held a cresw 
. . . 

.. · ·i,r· 6, le~V5.ng If men ashore to tend the .try pots and to man ~ha -l~ok;~t • 
• .. > • • 

. • ...., ~ '! ....... 

'·· Usually ' the co!'lpa.ny worked on lay~ o~ sha.res, qs is done in ship whaling. 
• ·~ I ; ~ ' , • ~ • i' ; • <' >• 

·For saf~ty,'· the two bo3.ts always -:..<:!nt out tog9ther. 
- 1~. ~· ;·; ·.,. 

... '!;~ .-.. • • • ~ 

'' · . 
1 

' : · '-·' ~ ~ H~md thro'l-m ha~ons were used from the boats 'Whtch nscassj_ts,tea· 
... ' . . .. -' . , . .. ~ .! ' . ; 

.. · quietly p1ddling U'O clo~e to ths qu~r!'y, the hs.rpoon then being plunged in • 
. .. 

· -,. A long ride fo1lmred in hhich the ,_;hale tm-red the boat until it beca."M so .. ~ . 
ttred that it could. no longer s uim or di v~ . Th~ coune de gt•ace was then 

J, J ·' ... ~ - : .. ~ -, .. ·. ·- ~ · .. 11 -
. ' t 

. . . ~ f ... · ~ .. ~ . . 



, 1 d. • _.... "'l."n' ~ it conld bG tol-.-.Q.d back to bnse, 
administeredo If t~e1 wna e l.C. no" "' .. . . · · - · · ·· 

·J·~ i~ ~id sink _it ;.;ras _buoyed, and if·. they 
often a long and tedious rov . ~ 

1 tl i the body of the whP.le 1muld . . . 
,-!ere lucky, the genel~ation _o~ gasses w- 1 n . . . . .· : , . , .· .. . 

which could take an.rdhere from 
raise the carcas s to the su.rfa.ce, a . process . . . ' 

h Sometimes as many a.s 501. J to 9 days., Many were lost, O"t-1ever. 

• I 

This primitive ~ear gradually gave way to more sonhistic~ted 

equipm~nt. , rG!'eener's Har"9oon Gun:., a harpoon poHered by a hand held gun 
~ ' I ., ' · . '• 

. - ~ .. \ . ' ... 

and various e}..'l:>losive bomb lances such as "Pierce~s ijar'!-1oon-Bomb Lance Gun" 
• ... 

ca.'!'la into ~ing in the 1850's but it was ·still a difficult and dangerous 

job~ . . : ..... -

• ~- ~- · ~; _ t .. • · - : ·· · ,. · : ··,=~ ~ - · . 1 -.tn 
Shore whaling b~crune moro profitable and loss dangerous 'dth the 

. .t:. , - . .... • • ..., 1~~ -:.~v-'~ : ... 

advent . of small steam ves~els. -A bow f_,;,.ui fired a harpool!l with an explosive 

grenada. After penett"ation. three barbs sprang open, preventing the harpoo§ 
' - ' . : . ~ - . 

from working out • . Steam catchers equipped with harpoom guns were first. used 
., 

by Japan in 1899. A strong line "'9.S att~ched from the harpoom to a powerful 

'-linch on · board \<t'hich a.llo\Jed recov3ry of the whale .111'ld prevented loss should 
. ' ( -- . .. ~ ... ... . . ' . . -~ 

the \-:hale sink. · Upon winching in, the whale was filled '-rith compressed air to 

make certain it stayed afloat. 
. . • • 1_,', .-. : · : · ·· ·' : :; •• ·• • .• • 

~ ·- :-~ .-.. 

., ,. ·-· • _,~ .. ~ · ... . I Jc ' ; •. ·it, 

'" .. . " _, . It · is uncertain just when the shore whaling started on the \<Test 

Coast. (apart from that pr;~.ctised by th.e Ind:t<ms ·and Sskimos) but it apnarently 
. . . 

beg~ in the MOnteray Bay araa of California in either 1851 or 1854. A 
·': ! 

Captain John Davenport is ofton acct-edited with being the first to establish 
, . ... - ~ ., ;· .. 

shore whaling but just whe!"e i.s not c,og :rt.11in~ It co;1ld hav"' been in ~!ont~rey 

itself or at Davenport Landing. other com'!1anies soon follm.rt'ld. At loast one 
.·, 

was self suppol'ting. The California Register of 18'57 s 'nys of th~ Portuguese 

Company of !1ontere:t that in the r>receding y <'!a. r t hey had obtained 15000 

gallons of whale oil which sold for $12000 and in 1857, 23 whales produced 

. ·' ;·' - 12 -



320•)0 gallons of oil Horth $22,500. In .t.ddition they sent to market 2000 
• • . l ' 1 • .. ~ . 

cords 0~ l~ood, 10,000 lbs of wool, eoo llides, 1200 sacks of barley and ' . ,• 

3000 s acks of potatoes. Th<! first whaling companies tiere farmers-, ."Who 'manned 

their bo.!!.ts l·rhen a look~out rang a bell if heesightad whales. Later ·on, 
' .. ' 

whalers concentrated solely on '~haling. 
. \ .. .. ~ .. ' .. 

Another early station was at Half Moon Bay. Some records shot/ 
' ·: 

whale oil being shipped out in 1855, oth~rs ~l;o~ dates of i8.61 to 1874~ : ' 
l ' ~ " • . ~ .: • • ' . ~ . 

I • ' 
The Half M~on Bay Station was probably just to the north of Pillar Point 

~ 1. : -. 
. . -·~-

. ._' .' - I .J 

~1 a nat~ral harbour variously known as Frenchman's Cove, Balluda's Cove and 
. ! .': . - :: I • • ; i ;,~ ~ i _ ~ _. - -- ~- ~-- · •. 

,.. I . -.·• : ~ : . '' J 

\<lhalem:m 's harbour. 
I ' - - ~ 

' ~ \, .... : • ~- !"" ~ - :; ' -:- ·s·' -· -
.... ,... .- Half Hoon Bay itself lies about )O!lmdles south of San .. Franc'isc~ ' in 
' ,IJ ( .. •• ' , :' • ,' . :' ~-·~ : •- ~·; -' t -~ -_, - • • ' .~'- •. • . , · ; t , · , _. ' 

San Hatt.+o County~ A second station in San l-K..ateo was at Pigeon Point a further 
.,. ' r I 

)O miles or s .o south. It ·operated sporadically bebrean 1862 and 189.5. ' Pigeon 

Point, . at that time, was a small coastal co~runity clustering ~~ound a busy 

~harf. __ Now~~~~ are only a few houses and fa~s, a ' coast Guard lighthouse 

t b 
"\ ! _; ...... ~ . ': ._,_ , ... .. ~ .. : ,,, , ; ,. , :: ... ·); ~\ ; : .. .. ~ : . ~: .. : .. ·; ~. 

and an oyster spo ~' iness • 
~· ,• I • ' - : ' • ' • • ' ~ ~ ~ :. - ' ! ,;_\ • ' " • 

,.,., """'··. _. T_here were bet':feen 15 and 20 shore stations along the Califoi:·nia> ~~ .'· 
• ~ • ...- • > ..... ._ • \ ' • • • • I ..., • ' , ) ; ' ' ' • ,• ' • • • I 

coast ~t . one ti:me or another. They operated when whales were. available, dis-
..... ·- .' 

banding or moving to new locations when necessary. The Bolinas Bomb-I..a.nce 
• • . . . •. ' '·1- '1 ~ • , . • • • •• 

Hhaling Association CO!lUYlenced operation in 1857 at Bolinas Lagoon just up .the 
.. ........ ;, 

.coast from San Francisco. A station started at Carmel in 1861. This .. was 
• ,j ~ •• } - -. --: 

: probably the one at what is noH P.oint Lobos State Harine Pres"rve. The same ·~,, 
• • • -. • .r.. -- ~ . ~ • • • . . 

• • ~ • - !. . -. ... . 

year also saw the start of an operation at Dead :1a.n's Island in San Pedro Bay. 
• • r ., : • 

:whales were caught at Galeta near Santa Barbara beb-1een 1870 and 1880.. And 

there was a station at Cojo tl.i ego, Point Conception in the years 1879 to 1886. 

-Whaling >Ias also carrieC. ott from the following California locations, altho~gh 

datas are not know~e Point Arguello, San SLmeon, Crescent City, Portuguese 

, ~n? near San Pedro, Santa Cruz , Point Sur, Point Hartford and Whales Point 
.. ., ' -~ 
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I 

./ 
( . . . ' ~ 

n® ~r S~n Ini~ Ob:i:~~po, Poir1t Rey..,s s and two at Ba.lladt Point l.J"bieh is ju::;t 
rou.J 

inside So.n m .ego Ba:r "Y<h<:-1re Sc:r1n-rs Institute of Oceanography boats/\ tie up • 

There •..ras also one 2.t. Punta. B~ncla in & j .'l California. 
. ~ . . 

•. ' 

~·rit.h the adv-,nt of' the st~ar'l now,~~Jred vessel, shore stations "rore 

able t.o move a'l"o>.ln0 mor~. Some etatioti s sta:.rad in one locat.ioi1 but other 

CO:\r?al1i'3S b-:Jcam!": !'lOl.'e mobiJ.e . Some moved Ull and dm..m the ".\est• side· of North 

and South .Al'1erlca , settin~ llD shl)re bal'eS a·nd raoVing elsewhere when the ttrea 

becs.:!!le ~nprofi table ; 
' ·. 
I ~·! ' ' • • . ''I . ... . 

( :..- .· 
. .. -· ._· 

~ . .~ ... ... .... ... 

The' permanent shore stations us\lally consisted of 8.' large shed · : 
·"" ··. ~ . ' . . . 
oons tr:1cted ov" r a ra.m!-> • There WEH'e se ver.g.l .11round the Pacific, from the :.:.-·.~ . 

turn of the c111ntu.r~r onwards and some · are still in operation~ · · · · · ·' ~-, .~, · · ~- '-7.· ) 

-
T'h5 p,g,cific St!'lam 1-1haling Com~)a.ny at Konai, Alaska, commenced 

.. 

opGr ations in 1898 and the sta:tion operated until \July 1903, t.Jhen i .t was 

destr-oyed. by fire, .~t 1,Jhich time ·it tvas ope~attng und~r the Pacific Packing 
.. . . ,. ·~ 

and Ns.vj.ea.tion Com.rany. · Th~n·e were, of cours~, other stations in Alaska at 
.. 

cne time or another in addition to th~ Eskimos whaling ·activities nm-1 largely 

concentrated at Bar'!."ci.r, Point Tim}e ar.d Wej.nwrieht. The Eskimo catch is ·· . 
. ' ·• ' 

mainly Bo·:.rheads and Grays. 

Whaling began a.t Coal Harbou.r, Port Hardy on Vancouver Island, in 
. · 

Br:tth:h C.olumb:ta. in 1905. The Western \<!haling Corporation still operates 

five eettchers frorrt a converted ex Roya.1 Canadian Air Force Flying Boat Station • 
. ... ' . .. ... ... . 

Wh2~ing tnust nlso hav~ been corr:.1on at oth~r location~ in British Columbia. 
~- ' . 
jndging by soma of tne place na.?Ues, for exampl9: Bl1.1bber Bay and Wha1atown 

in tho Str~its of Georgia • 
. ~ . ..- ' ~ ... ,. :. ... , . ., 

. -·7_ i. 

A large operation "t<ra.s established at. ~-!oss Lanning, 1-bnt.erey Bay, 

Calif'ornta. It was opera:t ed in the 1920's · by California Sea. Products who 

e.lso worked out of an area north of Humboldt B!:!.y, California. This s tation 

l1as only open for t wo xr.onths in 1920/ Nearby stations wore also in e~ffect 

:' 
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/ , at ?:--h1id f! d in 1926 and Fields knd~l.ng, n~ar Eureka, during the peri od 

1940 through 19Sl . 

There ,.;a~ all'>o a s tatiCin at S IU'i Sim~on or Cambria in California, 

possibl~f both 11 date unkncllm. 

: :.· :.. 'l'w\:J stations opar.s.t. !'!d sid~ by s ide on San FrPncisco Bay, _ actually 

·the s e ctim'l called San Peblo Baye Toghth~r they <vorkeq __ five catchers from 

.their stativns at Poin~ Safl ?ablo . ·· Th~ DeJ. ;.1onte F'i~r. ing Com!lany opened in 

1956 1.r.l.t h t t.ro boats, addJ.ng a third the ,f ollo1·ring yca.r.. In 1958 'fhe Golden 

.:.Ga.t.o Fishing Compn:ny started \>rl.t.h one boat and added anothAr in 1959. The 

companie s op~t·ated until 1952 and . cnught .iust over 1000 l.J'hales in this !X':riod .• 

·· • ;. , '.: ·.-· -,- /m.oth":r company, called Bioproduct s . Incorpor.!l.ted operated __ one ship 
• • . J • •• 

" in 1961 and 1962 out of ~Jarrent~n, ~gon . Ther€l wore undou.btecUy other 
. ~ . ' 

·: stations in Hashington and Or&gon. 
. .. ; 

$he r:>an F':ranclsco C:ompa.nies,: e speciaJ_1y_ thA Del !-1ont f'ish'i.ng Company, 

wal."e a.eti va in catching Gray Hh.ale s f~r r_a~earch, canc~ucted nnde l' th:;~ a11~pices 

.. ;; "' ..... ·' 

· ' and used :.i.n pre paration _of ,dog foo:-.1 . ·: q-tly :,),?;1 Yonte 's . ,..,-e r~ Ofl-!'l'atL"lg a.~er 

1. 19~.- ~-rn-nling was halted 1m 1969 by _ the De~artment o.f the +nfsri_or after 

. ·the offsho~ oil leak at Santa. Barbara •.ras _thought to be affecting Grays 

"'·on their migration itorth • . This proved _to be u~found.ec;! nnd D~l Hontes -n 

: · licsns~ was rentn-Jed for 1970. _, 

. · At .this time, according to the U ~S. Fish and '}ild I.ife Seryice, 

there ars approx.i.mat~ly 25 shore statio:ns aro·md the Northern ?~cifi_c 
: .. t .~ : ... ~ 

· ! employing ?i' bcatsG B~sirl~s ~he ones a.1:re .'!dy JT',ent:\o-r.ed ., _ther-, ar~ h :o 
. ' . : .: ~ } ' . . 

· stations in th~ Ryu'kll Ishnc:s, ~igh~een in J c'!Ja!'l .;.nd fo"J ::-- in the K~,..- :5 1~ 

·· ' Islands; ncss).bly sltme in Kor"> a a nd the Bonin Ish,nrJs. , \1/h;:~.linr: -w.':l.s dso 

~ . ·c -.n•ried 011t from shore stations in Anstral1 a a.r.n Ne1-1 z~ah.nd 9.nd at le.'lst 

one \ras operating recently in Southern Australia using eircraft as spotters. 

There is at least one in Chilo, south of Valpaiso J oncl i~tn ,..~ £e oll.tt-S irk P€ti"Cl.. 

- 15 -
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' . . . ...... ~ . ' ·. · • '-

• •• ~ l ~· 1,. 1. • ~ •. 

t ~1,.: Jcvlet ~; n.Lo~ 5ent - ~no . factory e l·1ip to the North Pacific • . Japan 
~ . . ~· ,' I - ~ . '-· . \ , ~; (f_f~ 'l.. \ 

a.lso co·:,.vJencr.:: ci factor;; ·:1pa ;;-p,:!:.ions· ·in 1'))2 with one shin .~nd added a. 
- -~ }]. ~ : .... . - : . ! ~.- "? . ... ~ .. } .. 

s e cond in 19S4. In l9~2 , Jap:1n and the !J~s.s.R • . hbth sent _another ship 

The pr<':.: <>~ ~!t atatu~; of h'haling by factory ship in the Pacific . . 
.•. .~ ' • . .' • • 1.· ., . 

\. . : :. -: . -.~ · .... ~ .., '!} 
\ \. ' . . · 
.. ... i .-,, .- .: is obs c·.tra. 

:. ·:'t.':.~ ~::_ ,. ; ;' · V 4 \ _... (· ~- ·· 

. _ Tho practis~ '~r . ~~~ bl.d ··:.ir~e · whaling 
..1. :1 )~ . c- • • 

.... . !. ... . d •. ~ · ' ; : ,_ .· .. .,;.,_~~ --· ~-:..r.. ·~_ .. . . ~ '· · 

~lubber off in on~ lonG fblanket • · ~ieee that 
- ~ I_. ,( • 1 

.• _ .. _, : "" ~ _ ... , ; ,·_! ~ .; t. · · ~ :. _~ .. ' 
around 'th'3 ;.;hal•,, the cu·c::t~ ;~· then beiri~ ·cast adrift. 

-.... -· ..... :. .... .:. ,_ ;. . .... ... ~ 

ships . ~-las to strip the _ . 
"' ' ~, "' I : ;.. ' -"! 

ran .diagonally and spirally 
... n · ~ 

Jn shore, whaling 
. " f . •. : ' : ' . 

ar..d. moca~·n f<letory ship whali.ng, the ~<·halc '· \,•as .usually hA-ulsd up a ramp 
• ~ ; ~ -J ... :. 

i., ~nd: ~-~:~ bh:bb~:c· strippc~d off in convenient · piecss. - . ,.: . :, . . , .. ; · ~ : , :~?~ ··'1 '.<. : : -.ld 
. -. 1 • ·- \. I .' ~ ' ... _ . ::. • • ' 

. ' In th~ old day's~- uha.le oil' l>:'aS used mostly !())!•_ il1u.m.ination • . 
~(.:~ ·.. .. ~\ .. ' 1: . . . . . -- . : .. :: _:_ ~ ~. 

~- .. " ... :;;· . .... ·- - .. t --;- ( }.. .; . {.- . ._~ ' ,... . 

. _}~c..,!e.days tt is used ftJr lubrics..tion and is· also utilized in" the man";lfacture 
l; . ·- .. '· - · .. b . . . ~ ........ . . . : ~ ~ . .,} '; . ·:. . . ~ - ..... \ . . 

. . Of '01l.int~, C3.ndl~? s, l~t:d;!:cine, . COSrt~tics and SOap, and in the prepe.rat~~n of 
- - ~ .A ' .; -..:. .. ... . ; • 

:·~ 1'c"h nl.irgarin~, particularly in Euro~, is made w!lth 
.... : · ... .... ..:. ~- . 

. . ~ : ~ -- -. . 
Vit~nins are ehtracted fr~ ' the livers. Whale meat is used .. . _. .. 

Japan consumes iooooo· ton~ of l-7ha1e meat annually ..... ~.lcb 
1 .. -· -.. 

:1nh:ll Q.;ld pe t fo•x l :h : · al.;o- prod'.lCed. 
~ ~ - ~ - ·----·~ :" -

'" t . -:. -~ ... ' ' ... , . ·-' } ·, . . 

•' . , t.fua.lebo~~ wa:; used to 'rn~b~ 'iidies • . corsets, 'buggy \-lhips, umbrellas, furniture 
..L ..i..:: ~ -.:- . .. .... ·:, ·· ·. ~- ···. . - _ . ..:: ;~ 

'Fertilizers s.re another nroduct. 

. P-nd fishinc rods. 
• -~ · _... : .... - ~ t ; 

., 
The teeth of tho Sp0nn -Whale · und parts of . the )awbone, 

l>.-rere ofttm carved fl.nd decorated by mariners uho etched ru1d carved th~ 
- .' ' - ';' t - • , . 

l , .. . . -" ·-· ~ 
~ vory piec".l r: into ·,;hat is kno•.;n as ScrimshaW'. · Some of the . sl.dm.ralks and 

-- _ .. . "- . 

: , ., patios -wer~ paved with whaleboiie in Mcnt~rey, California, ·wh,.n•e TllUCh of the 
. _ ...... ..... ··-

~a.rliest and busiast sbo:re whs.ling occurred. 
~ . - . 

Wnalebone was also carbonized 
;· ~, • I ·, '.. 

and us~d in the l'Sfining of sugar. . .. " .. - -·-. ., .... ~-: .. 
. ~ . ') . ·-- .;. - ~ 

- t_ • . :. :.r ::·. . ... .,. 
; _ --: ·~ ~ ,() 

"';' . ·. · 16 -
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I ·. 

Evory pc.rt (Jf the whale i s now u sed and the re is _ ~ high _ 
;. .... ~ . :! 

:.O!A6h :ve.lue on wha l e s caught. :-:ith mCY_:ern technolo~y, once v!h'lles are 

sightedc they s tand. a slim ch !!.!te~ vi' escape . Un:re e-.trictod ;,rhaling can and 

' 
does l ead to cl.uplot i on of uha1.., s tocks. As on" ~ ,:.1ecie s becq~es sca.rce, 

othe r Kinds a r e J.-Ursucd. U Li S relcntl·~s s !d.lling , -plus the whale •s 

slow ra.te of l"eproduction, has r esulted i n the l'<'1lnti ve scarcity of rrw.ny 

Spdciss ·~CYJay. 

I 
In ligl1t oi' this , 'i:he Lca.guo of Na.ti.ons drafted an International 

Agreement for the Regulation of 'vfnaling in 1931. It ba cama effective in 

19)5 with 28 nations abiding by it3 nlles. There was a second agreement 

in 1937. Thes~ agreements led the uay for the International Whaling 

Convention -.. mien, in 194-5 , s~t up t hl.!l Inte:·rn:1tional ~Jhaling Commission. 

The ··ihaliilg Co!lVE:Jntion 5Elt f or t h certain provisions uhich included 

the prcta cticn of f..ight and Gra.:1 ·h'ha.les, minimum lengths for each species, 

the protectim1 of .femalos lri. t h calves, the establish.'n.ent of a. 3-month 

whaling season and closure o! most oooa.ns to wbaling north of 40° south, 
;,. - "'"' ~ 

\'Jith .. the e.;;;:c(}ption of th<: Uorth Pa.cif:i. c • 
.. : .! ...... . . ~ ... . . ...:. ~ . -~ . 

·,1 r, 
J. •• -· ~ 

:Unfol'tunately, ~van thcs~ provisions had little effect. Fonnerly, 
........ A. : . -

most . w:taling .expeditions had gone to th3 Antarctic, but no-..r, due to the ;:. ~ ~ : .. , . ---·. - ~ - . . 

decbw.tion of most syscies t :1ero 1 whalers are no·..r turning more and mora 

to the North Pacific. 1970 marked the first time in many years that 

rlhaling opez·ation::> h .lv~ r.ot takan placo in t ho A..."ltarctic. 1'he Norw~gia.n 

firm of A.S.Kosmos completed their Ant.?.rctio expeditions \vith the 1969 

se~son. 

It follow~, them, t h3.t i4hal,~s, always an endang~red species, will 

soon beco~e almost no~-existant unles s r i gid pr~cautions a re t&ken. 

Adequate protection C.ul only oo insured by CO.."llpl<!tte hlternational agl:'eement. 

In vie':t of the ,..-hales • long distanc~ mo-.re'lllents, and the large differences 

between the species, the re !ll'..lst b~ more research and it must be co-ordinated 

rather than independent. 



/ 

/ 
/ 

-~ ~ . ; ......... . 

Perhaps it :i.s net yet too i n.te to save this magnificent 

creature for posterity and sti ll n1anaE;e a substantial yield J;or the 

· consumor. 

,__.,.- -·= )'1. .- · ~ :. • • • 

~-· ·-··~··-:--:-:--:~-:- -~:-"-·c;~ :-~·- ...,.r. -.~"" 
\ '·. 

''... _ 

. . ·- •"" ... 

· . -... .... • J . _= : · 
~ . . .. ,i::::~- ; .. ~ . ·' ...... ·· . 

. '-.·· ·- · 
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One of the Del Honte Fish Company boats at Point San Pablo, S2.n Francisco Bay. 

l 

i1not her c oa.s t .::. l w~:a. l e catci·~c r. 'l' he 11 Sioux: •..: i t./"1 c.... nd he r s:i s t e r s h:ip the "Ly nn HOD
11 

:.1ad~sevcr.::. l tr -:_ ~~· s t o :;c t up sh0r c s t<. .. tion s i r: Peru. 




