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Attires of the California Indians in the First
Quarter of 19th century

00000

On November 28, 1991 into my office of Graphic Collection
came our Science Secretary Ludmila Poliakov, of the Scientific
Research Museum ofthe Academy of Arts, with the following
words: "You will have a surprise" and she led me to the
théerence room. I was indeed surprised, for sitting at table
was none other than John Middleton, whom I met just a
month before at the exhibit "Russian America: the forgotten
frontier" that took place at the Oakland Museum. John was one
of the participants in the folclore programs during the
opening ceremonies. He immediately attracted my attention and
I even thought that he was one of my compatriots. A handsome,
tall, with a military bearing, and in the uniform, he
actually loocked like a Russian Navy officer of the 19th cen-
tury. I remember how John explained to me and demonstrated
how to boil tea in the "Russian manner". John is a young
man, interested in restoration works and really loves and is
seriously interested in the Russian-American culture. I did
not expect to see him so soon in Saint Petersburg, even
with a letter addressed to our Museum from Lyn Kalani,the
administrator of the Fort Ross, in which, among other things
was the question of whom to include on the cover of their
publication :one of the Michael Tikhanov's "Woman from the
shores nf Miwok (1818), or "Balthazar" (1818). I suggested
"Balthfmzar" asp watercolor considered to be the best.
A conversation set in , in which John conveyed doubts, voiced
by some native Californians that the person shown by Tikhmenev
as "Balthazar" is an Indian, because he is shown fully dressed
and not naked.
In this connection I will share some information which
I have found in archives. The documents preserved until now,
were written by the participants of the voyage around the
world on the sloop Kamchatka 1817-1819 . under the command of
captain-commander V.M. Golovnin . Thgese are the diaries of
F.P. Litke, a Russian navigator and geographer, and of F.F.
Matiushkin, a Russian officer and a friend of poet A.S.
Pushkin. Litke writes that the California Indians walk around
completely naked , although some of them have blankets from
Spaniards and Russians, which they remake into some sort of
shirts. This is a very important fact that clarifies my version.
Litke also noted a short cloak made from the seagulls' skin,
barely covering a half of their backs.
The women's dresses, according to his descript#ion, were made

from the wild sheepskins, tied around their waists and hanging
below the knees.
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About the features of Indian women, Litke says that they are
very attractive. Their round faces have pleasant features,
small noses and mouth and they have expressive and lively eyes.
On September 21,1818, Matiushkin notes in his diary of a trip
to the shore, at a distance of two versts from the ship's
anchorage where he found a group of New-Albionians who have
noticed him. Knowing their peaceful nature and a friendly
attitude toward Russians, he approached them without fear and
soon noted among them the painter Tikhanov. He was surrounded
by the Indians, Jjoked with them, laughed together and made
sketches. The Indians were amazed when they recognized them-
selves in the sketches on paper.

Matiushkin also mentioned that Tikhanov made two compositions
in California. One depicted the interior of a hut, where a
shaman performs the healing ceremony on a sick person by tying
straps across his belly. Another watercolor shows a daily life
of Californians. In these works by Tikhanov ,Indians indeed

are shown naked. Both works of Tikhanov are preserved till
our days and were shown during the exhibit "Russian America:
forgotten frontier". Matiushkin also writes that these people
receive from the nature everything they need without much
effort.

Born in a pleasant and moderate climate , they walk completely
naked, while women cover themselves with the furs of coyotes.
From the above memoires it can be concluded that the majority
of local males had not used any attires. However, exactly in
the first quarter of the 19th century, after the contacts with
Spanish , Russians and others were established, they started
gradually to cover their bodies. It can be sdatted quite defini-
tely that in contacts with Russians,the Indians must have

been dressed at least with the minimum, because Russian
etiquette considered nakedness as indecent.

My point of view is that the works of M. Tikhanov deserve full
confidence because he was at that time a member of Golovnin's
crew. Before the departure a painter received clear and precise
instructions from the president of the Academy of Arts, A.N.
Olenin, in which the painter was obliged to accurately record
everything observed in the nature, without changing or adding
anything. Tikhanov followed this rule in all his works, we
know this from his letters to Olenin. In these days, when
photography or movies were non-existent, the painter had an
important role of the recorder of material encountered during
the voyage.

There is no doubt that Balthazar is a local dweller, moreover
he is depicted at the bay of Fort Ross. This became obvious

to me as soon as I saw the Ocean from the turretibf the Fort
Ross, and the fact that Balthazar is fully dressed confirms

my hypothesis.

Diliara Safaralieva '!ﬂ\Gﬁg }ﬂ’?‘
Supervisor of Graphic Section ( '' {
Scientific Research Museum

of the Academy of Arts
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K senpocy od oxu,ic HHZOREED
Kaxnfiopmux 3 pepaof werseprr XIX aema

26 HoaoOps 199 rofa B woR xaOwEeT rpadwry BOWXA yuSHWE COK-
peTaps Haywso-mer RUIOBATONRCEOTO WY3€A AKAXOMNN XYZOXCCTR JInmev-
na Tonsxona ©0 Ca0naMM: "Bae xX€T copnpM3d™ - ¥ MOBOXA MEHN B Hon
Konbeperm-seui. § Juaa wopaxeEa, Taw 3a GOXMENM EDYTMHM CTONON CH-
xen Ixon lthﬁm. (5 KOTOPHM MM MOJEAKONWANCE WOCHN HA3aX Ha BliC-
Taske® "Pycchus Awepmga: 3alduTas rpaHMEa” B Nyszee p Oxrnemnye.

Izxom Oyt OZ¥aN 743 YyYaCTHNKOB (ONXREAOPHOR npOrpaMMy OTRPKTHA.
OH cpazy oOpurwa Eit A0S MO® BEMMAHWE, ROMAUANY f IAY® TUPWAARA
ero 3a cpooIv coutiyscrseHnwka. Kpacwsull, mucoxpR, c nmoenmol
CTATLD, B NYVXNPd, ON XOECIBRTOXNLEO MOXOINMA MA MODCEOIO PYCCRAT)
ofmnepe IIX nexa. llowmn, JIx0H ¢ DMOpOM pACCEASHBAX U NORuMMBET,
Kak 21:50 sanaprs ‘EE"'::?E& 90-] chcm" Ixon yBredermuR moroxoR we-
70BOKY TOTOPHN NLGNT M CODPLOYHO WETEpECYETCs Mamed oomel pyceito-
aMopuEalcRol Ryxitypoll. BO? yX Re XyMass YBEITL ¢I'0 TAKk CROPO B
Cangr-TeTepldypre, la OM6 C NMICHMOM, AXPOCOBAHAWM B HEN WYded OT
Ner Kamaa{n - afumimorparopa dopra Pocc, B KOTOPOM CPOXN NMPOWArD
CTABKACH BOHpOC ! HONOKEHNE HR OCNOXKY WX ROJAFMA OXROR M9 XByX
pador Maxamza Twwaiosa “XKesmmea ¢ Oepera I:‘ox" (I6I5) mm *Bame-
rasap” (ISIH), fl nocoseroraxa BrOpaTh "Baxsrasapa”, ara aksmpsi
OTHOCHNTCH K WECAY JywmuX, Y HAC daBA3AACK Dasrosop. JxoH ycowmri-
CHA B MOSM WPOZNOWSHEM, CEASAB, 9TO nnor‘opui NPOICTARNTOIIE KODEH-
HOTO Emcesemys Keandopupw coWNemapres, Wro Mso0paxewmEnit ¥mxamomsM
"Baxnresap”™ wrjedq, rak KAXK ON WPOXCYZNT WEDOX HAaMM OZOTIM, & HE
O HAX® MMM, '

B orol CcByusn IHE HEOUXOXMMO MOXGNRTACK CBEIOHMAMH, KOTODHS® A
NOYOPNHyXA NI uPIMBHEX KOKYMORTOB. Jer0o B TOM, Wro RO EamNX XHel

IOWAR PyROMMCEME MUMACH YISCTHMKOB KPYI'OCBOTHOTO NMIABAHNN R& WJID-
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ne "Ramaarxa", I&[7-IGI9 rr. ncX KOMARIOBAFMOM EAMMTARA-KOMEEHIODA
B.M.Toxopmuex, J3%0 ~ ZRe3mmm &$.01. IWrRe - pyccROTO wWopemxamardnd,
reorpade m O, P, MuTrmeMEA - pyccgkoro ofmuepa, Zpyra nosra A.C.lyx-
ruAa. O3 exexzv uxeltnes Kamrdpopmm JHTES mecax, YTO OHM XOXNA?
COBODMOHEO T'UXEHE, NOEOTOPME T¢ K3 MNX ROCTANT? Y WCHANIGB ¥ Dyc-
CRUX OXOAN2 ¥ JeABITT WY HNX noZoOue Pydax. 3207 MOMGHT OUY®HL B&-
xeH Rxg wmool BUpcmi. JANTEe TARZe BXXSX EOPOTREE HAKRMIKNM WY REYD
walKk, CIRR WEEDHALUNMHIE WOACEMEN.

Zeonckoe 028ime, MO Or0 ONMCAHMD, COCTONRO 3 WKYP JMEMX Oa-
PAROB, KOTOPAIE® ONA MOBASIBANN BOKPYr TAXEX, OCTABIAA CBMCATE 1ANKE
KOXeR.

0 xemcrul BhdgwROCTE JMYKe TOBODHE, 'WXO OHM BOCHMA TIPHBAGKA-
TOAMMH, Mx EpyI'Mid, MONEMO ANNIA MMEDT MPABNARFNO YODPTH, MareEhRuR
POT, HOC X OUSKHM MIBWCG, BUPAINTEILHHE IRnda.

21 cemrsdpe IHIS r. NaTODEEMN CXS7AX CBOD IAMMCL & TOM, WO
B 3TOT XOHb C(FE ¢'&IAX Ha GOPOr B B BOPCTAX IBYX OT AKODHOR (TORA-
Kn lxynni”odm;pgs':lml;su: rPynny ROBORALOMOHHGOB, EOTODHE 3AMOTHIN €Tr0.
JRag EY MNPONECHNE) IpaB ¥ XOOPOXerarexsRee OTHOWOHM® K DYCCRHM,
OH CMOIO MONGX Wi NABCTPOYY ¥ BCKODE® SANITHX CPeXM EMX XNBOTNR (A
Tuxaropa. Nocaemuull Sux OEPYXeH MEXONNANE, WYTHX ¢ HUMK, CMOAICK
7 prcopar, Ky c¢qun), smOaBrsXo, KOrXa OHR YI®ABAAR c80% H300[ANeR-
Hnoir Ha GymMals.

HaromEry ynousgryy eme O roM, wr0 Twranom » KaxwdbopHrm menoa-
HA XR€ KOMUOINOER. D4R W3 AMX WPOXCTABAAXA METEDPLED XMXUEN, IIe
XPOT BOPOXME B DHGBPIMOHRO AOUMA CONBROTO, TAE KAK NEPETATNBLX
eNy IWBOT pexmsai. Jpyr'ag axsapexn, TOX® B mRTEDLODe, E30OpERANA
OWTOBYD OMO¥Y K3 ausinm xaxudopPrwiines. B atwx padorax wuxeRnu 1eft-
CYBHTENLERO BOaY ANl DORAXONHMMEM. OCa npousseremus TMXRHOBA CONpA-
EMAHCE A0 RONHMY 1@0R M MPOICTABNEMN HA BucTaBKe "Pycckas Auepuga:

JaduTas rpameue”. Jinie¢ NeTrEK¥E nucal ¢ TOM, WIO cell HApOR noxy-
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waeT 0T NPMPUIN He¢ 383 uanelwero TPYAa. PoxXeEENe B mperpacEOM
JUMODOMHOM ERUNETH, XOXNT COBOPRONEO EATND, XeHEMHU TDNKPUBALY A
wkypolt yOwroro zuidgra. N3 PHE® WPHRSYOHENX MOMYADOR ABCTRYET, IO
GOMMENECTIO MYNINE MRSTROTO BACONERAA H® EOCKXO Olex)y. Ho yweR-
HO B nepeed verpiprm XIX Bexa, oOERfCh ¢ RCWANIAMX, DYCCKMWE I
IPyTIMY, BOCTELEL B0, BUIANO, CTAXNM NPREPWBATL CROS TeN0. Boxes ro-
ro, MOXEO CRESETE: ORWDPEJOXENHO, WTO TO REXORNM, :o'ropub BORTEKTY -
podaxy ¢ pyctzyal, OJXJATONRHO XOXXHH OMER XOTA ON MURYMUABHO
OZOThCS, Tak Exk CUTTACHO DYCCROMY FTRE®TY XOXWTH OORAXOHNHME He-
NpAARYHO.

C' woeRl Youkwm ppemis, cAeXyer Xopepdrh padoram N.Tuxunona,
RKOTOPNY TOX® Orin wiegOM 3EXnaxa B, Tonosmwma, Tepex yxoxow » mim-
BAFN® YYIOXIDIE HiAYIRI YOTEYD B wOXPOCRYD MHCTDYERIMD OT NDOURION-
Ta Axazmmu xyjouscrs A H.Ofermua, corzacre RoTo, 1 JOMRGE OuA
OUYeHh TOYRO NE]IelABATH YERXGRHO® MM B EXTYPE, HMUYUSTO He HIMONAN
AN ZeUaBXAN O «&Mig AMYRO. JYOMY NpABRXY Tmxawos cxezoman Bo
BCOX CEBOWXY DultiPey, i BRaeM 00 3ITOM M3 8r0 myewda K OX@HMEY. B
T@ OTIMNOEHEN BPUWGEA, ROTXA 8m6 He WOXBSOBANKCE GOTOANNADATON 1
KRHOKEMADOR , XY XUMIMKY OTBOXMAACH PONL GNRCATODE NMyTEROrC NATH-
puasa,

Bxe monuolvo coMEORRE Baxbrasep - weermuil xwrens, 00je8 TOrD,
OR E3o0paxen B rusnpEr dopra Pocc. Jra wHcEy wpNmxa MRS cpasy,
EOTAA ¢ yEBEJOX: (koA n3 cpewocTEON CammE, & TO, YTO Barxhraye)p
0Z0T, TONMED NOXIROPKERST MOD I'NNOTOBY.

Innsape Cagapurmens, Lh:)\/“ 7, &(L
3amexynmag cyxeacw Ipadwse |

Hayqmo-#¢cRejiona RibROTO MYS8s
AxaIOMYN XYXOUXOCIR





