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= INTRODJCTIOX -

Tals paper 1% setually a3 splmuoff of backgrouad
2aterlisls that I Bave been oollectlins on the HusSslsn
grthodox Aleut Maxrtyr Feter, but I will cover his life
lz detall elsewhere.

Simce mosSt Secondary Sources, understandably
viewed Quliforala's early history from the polat of view
of Spaxlish and Americeam colomizers, this pressat essay
will exemize the cosst of Callifornis iz the early 1800's,
tirougk the voyage of the brlg Ilwen, from the ®tandpolat
¢ & shlpload of fly-by-amlght Russiam Ssa-otier poachers

speratisgz iz Spamlsh terrltorlal waters.

A



THE VOYAGE OF THE IIMEN

The fur trade im Alaska wa® imltiated by Russlan
grnmiﬂtlnllkit whe bheaded eadtward from Siberla la Search of
Zur-pearisg sxlmals, A8 the 2ew?® of uncharted fur laznds
spread, axd competltlen grew stliffer, rivals by 1799 con-
solidated to form the Busslaz-jAmericesn Compeay. Ia 88 delag,
the trapper? hoped te maximize thelr pelt preflt®, a3 wall a=
Sslve thelr eageimg problem of 3 con®istent feed Mupply. When
tuEizes® wa#® beeming, the preblemz wis® largely lgaered; but
Whek budize®s was at a standstill, belts Wers tlghteaed umtil
8hlp® ceuld brizg asesded supplles from Russias. Usnfertumstely,
beczu®a the VeSSals wWare oftea delayad acros® the Zea, eor
Salpwrecked, the Bussliaas had te buy what little vislilzg
ferelgeners ceuld spare. If fosdstufrf®s ceuld met be had, =&
Eiip er twe wers purchased at gresat prices te exabls thex te
try thelr luck tradlag te the SpsalSh im Cellfermla.

This im sxactly what eccurred im 1806, whea Rezsuov
salled te Sam Framclsce. FHe ®sved the Alaskan celealesm fer
the time belmg frem thelr prefsat fomlms, but the supplle=
be ebislmed were met exsugh. Slzce the sStabllshoent of per-
zsnent trade relatlens was® centrsry te Spsxlsh lews, za zl-
teraate lesmg-tors Selutliox waf zesded. Seen the Rutsiza-

serlcsn Oempaay faced the fact® thet becauSes pelt prefits
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were directly prepertliozmate te wWell=-Tfad empleyssd, aud becsusa
Satiety depesded upes adeguate agricultural creps, meW 3attlce-
zeats wares aveatually feuxnded i1z Callferala at Dedega Bay azd
Fart HRess, feor ferolag.

Quite Beex the fur buslpe2s rapldly recevered zgslz
to the belghts of 1ts lmfezgy, but this Jusp wam shart-llwvad.
Sy 1813, Alamka'®m presperlty equslly rapldly chazged for the
werta, becausSe fewsr pelis wera avallable smd hescsuSe oI mar=-
icetlog, ukeszpleyment, »nd esquipmeznt preblac®. Net saly were
ioes Bes stter® bheadlapg ®suth towsrds Qellifermla, but larger
Thlps Were needed te keep up with thls migrstlem. A8 Fussiaaz
iz BypS8la were leslap laterest la fur cemmedltles zsxd ASlan
oerts cextlanued te be clefed te Sussiax merchamts, stered
furs ceuld zet easlly be sold, mor were there emsughk large
VeS%al® te have svery prosvshlealk huatlizg as befere.

Is the eye® & Alaska's Jovermer aad Jeapamy Hazepger,
asexander Baramey, the lumzedists Zolutieam te thesa preblezs
szdted once mere lm buyliz ferelzz ship® szd kaviag the Amerl-
cazn® market thelr pelts for them lu Axla threugh the e=fsblic.-
zext of & centract Eystem., The majer drawbacks were the dei-
ger of confliots with Spanlsk sutheritles, rulss, pad reguls-
L.os® regardleg forelgumers 1z Epaia's (Csllferals lsud heldliageo;
but desplte these risks, Zorzzev decldsd te ge shezd =2d buy
iwe Americam shlps called the ftsbulaps sad the Lydis, whle:
Were bDeth; reSpectivealy, resazed Ile Hekrlas aad the Ilzen.

At this polst fiadlizg hizsalf short-handed, Sarauov

Lad 0 hire mon-Russlaz® 1o commazd hle shipe, a8 well as
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additiomal Aleut Ipdlax® for humilzgz. A2 Amerlcsi zamed
Vodsdwit (Wosdwlth or Wadsworih) wa? cppoimtsd Captalm of the
teakwood Esst-Indles-bhullt brig, Iloex.

Ee was thea ordersd o go to the mew

Port Ress witk good® azd supplles, and thea

EC Om & Sea oTisr humt, dowa the coast oI

California. Por this latter purpofe aa

Alesut bldarka flaet was attached E“ the

brig under command of Tarskomoff.

Peter was ome of the Izdlans on boerd, with forty-
ziis other Aleut® sid Oreoles. Vesllil Petrovitch Tarskssofr
=180 took charge of the iwsaty-Lfive bldarka®, or camos®,
toeded for esvery tvwo hunturﬂ.3 Dactor Jokm Ellliot d'Castro,
"auperoerge snd pllet,"” was Gunother Americsz commlseiomad by
the REusslan-Azerican Compazy. BscsusSe of hle loag yesrs of
previous dealing® beth 1z trsde ound huntizg with the Qall=-
Zforale mlsslomarie® and izhabltents, it was hoped that he
eoulkd be able to sot a8 ggent, diplomszt, amd traaslataer,
Bzould amy difflcultien arime.Y The otk Jirul wWe know by
Asie were Antepatre, ®ca of Baramaoll, Borls Tarss#ov, azd the
Sa.e® glerk NHiklforov, who wad in charge of tradimg gnudt.a

Cme can Jjust lmszizes the excltemeat amnd hopes of
tee people sbosrd shlp ws L1t left Sitka,

This sxpedliloa etarted out im December,
i61%. Elllot remalzel % Fort Ross, tradleg

snd afterwerd did good service lm the ®zme

capacliy a2t Sas Prauclscoe Harber. He broaght

thelr bresdsiusrfs sad ociher provisloa®, sad
forxwarded thew to Kuckeff, the Agsnt ot Roess,

aad them weat alemg the cceast sellling his

goods for cath, ®endlup over 10,000 plaStres

to Kuskoff for sramsmlittal to Sitka. ALl

this tips éhz party of Aleuts wars huntiag
Spa-otier.



Hyatleg above the Caps of Mezdoclme proved ua-
Sugocdaful Decsuse of hogtile mativez, OSlpoe a0 otters2 could
be fouzd morth 'ig?ﬂn Frascisce i: Drake's Bay, or "Graal
Solege" Bay, the besssl Eciled dowa the cosst 50 the Alsuss
g¢ould hunt for twe days arousmd the Farsllom Islamds, A Short
walle later, Ceaptala Wedowly erdersd the matlves Llllagally
T zater Sam FPramelisece Say ot might. Tarekameff tells what
haprenad:

The Aleuts 414 se, sz humied =1l doy,
1lizg sabout 100 SJea etter, but wher we wext

to the beschk or the South aide 16 oamp Ior the

2ight, we foumd Soldlers otatloxed st all tke

Eprimgs who woueld aot silow suyoae to Leke &ay

¥iter. At this, the Aleuts becsme frightexad,

sRd sterted bock towarde the ship, whlos had

remained outside. It was dsrk amd Some wizd

wa® blowlug, szd two bldarkes wWere capsSlzed;

ixd the mexn, belag tired H%th thelr days® work,

could met Save thazsSelves,

Thena capblzed Aleuis mu=t have fallenw lzte Spazist
z«al®, hecaufe & letter dated Juzme 9, 1814, frem RKufkelD o
=ul® Amtounle arguﬂlla. Spa FrszclsSco Goverzer, petitlomed
.8 relessa of thofa huzzers held at the Profgldle, expls.a-
—=¢ thet "they (had) dome uo wrezmg but wers omly cempelics
‘v save themsSelve® from the surl 2. the Bay at the Pori .
..z FramelSce where they were capiured,"d

LearTalng & mew LaSSol, iis Crew hegaDs HOT6 SouTLiUl
=& 3he Ilwmez comtlanued dowz the oc.fi, to humt erousd ..
=LLis Barbsrsa Chanmel 1514135.5 Taey took 150 Bes aticoc
st Soms fur Sagls there, but Tueuble was Just arcundé .

sGrmels AB the brig pasfec cattae graziag eom the kille o

~enfadre, Several Russlsz sallers were erdered to take
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TarakapeoflT sad eleven Aleuts zshore teo get Iresh mest. Al-
most 4% S00n 4% the zex lazded, they were surrsuznded by
Spazish Eoldlers ou herSchack, walls the frighteasd sallors
puatned eI &% qulekzly as possible o aveld the same fate.
Tagow priscasr, Terskawel? sand tke Aleuts were ftled together
with ropes pxd made to zoreh first to Samts Berbars, sud then

we 148 a:gnlui.iﬂ

Fro: Sevaersl Sources on Peter's death,; we
can dedusce that he was cmoug thola Aleutls n:ptura;.11

waile laprisczed, most of the captlves had te lebur
i2 the Iialﬁ:.lz ik B1% Jourmzsl Terskeaeil tells us that iz
& year's tipe Zost of the Aleuts were Sext awey to anotuer
zic3lon, prebably teo Ssn Frauoiscy, wWhere Peoter dled Boax
sfiter.

By Qatober, 1815, Tarskszuelf wus raunlited wits Lis
sex, whko were still slive, tefere they were trausferrasd to
sZonterey. Unfertumately siother year wal fo pass Delore
thoy wWere raleafed.

Beoause Tarakasoff wae s5til) a prisoasr, Tarcios
wgs pppolnted the mew (oucoader o the Aleut Iadiam® o the
lisen, im early T1815. Xesuwhile, the Ilzes coztluue .
ceuphey, 3topplag ozly to drop off Tarsfov and his ez oo
Yce Santa Berbars Chenne’ ISlszds to hunt Ses otter® I.:
Zevar moxtks, before hesdinz bock te Fert Ress fo dellv .
<0l of the 955 pelts thay cad :aka:-la All the other - .-
were Blddea or werXe Xeptl Ior ilroding purpoSes, Bluce =-=

somuendsnt of Sgm Framci-co mnc the Supesrlmteadext ¢’

#.52loat umefficially malntalned friemdly relatiens _iwe..
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14
she Husslans, 3 dld Geverzor Arlllsgo.

Usfertunately, with the unilmely desath of the

Gaverzer, mld=-1815, Callforzla's zew Goveraor Pable Ticexzte
de Sola rapldly ohsuaged & lalsmez-Saire pollicy ef cordial
diplomsoy to cue of outward hostillity., In sttempts to kesp
“he zarizme wealth of the ¢omst from the Russliame, Madrid
ta5gad oxders to limit $trede wlth them %o &zricultursl s=d
simalactured producte oxly. Sola was more them heppy to
coapl¥ iz ezforclagx thls azd every other lsw wrlttem ez the

. i
spaalsh boeks., 5 Im faot, he w2 S50 zealous in his duties=

it

4st e Epeat much eof his time deacuuoing She Settlement
&t Kess af an illegsl ezcroachment om Spamisk terrltery.
fgie Jubt code telk® om the relagtiag of Ruaslea prlsozer

Sear 1o lmposslbles, Slace Scls would sgres Te metblag Shors

f Russlsa withdrawal coaplately from Eew Alblex {callfnrnin}.=

Cempletely umawares of this drastlic chemge lm the
pelitical elimate, the Ilues resumed it® humtiag smd tracing
~eEion Southward, after first stopplag in San PrexolSco ia
.wze 30 buy supplles, Ik July, the vessel opsrated between
se=uuls Oblspo amd Sants Ssrbsra, Slzce it wa® a 0OEEOR prec-
w-G& To move frem place To place g5 the furs were Caught oo

-p-'il-l-'ﬂ'ctaﬁ.l l?

The fellewiag montk, Eorls TarssSov came Eshore
it Spu Pedro with elght kayeks, but e wad brought im for
‘wtdtionlag by the Comificucde Seirreant Gulllerme Cots, to
e 2 the latentions of kls presesoce im Sponlsh waters., &-
WiL =% TaresSov made kEnowk thot Ll purpoSe waf none othex

-=2 Zor outer-kunting, he wis srdered zot to trade, but v

[#11
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_ecve axd mot returm. But to this arrogast mazm, after such
suacessful Bustizsg ox the Ssata Barbsra Chommel Iolouds, 20
tarosts or warzingd had any effect to bother Tarasor lm tha
—~g&st. Tearascy was ®o surpof kipself that bhe appeared sgalx
iz Sga Pedroe on September 1Tth, saskinp te =pesk to Cots. This
tlza the Sergezant, ox orders of tha Ssuta Harbara Commaxzder,
nade Tull preparatlions to Selize these latruders. The follow-
ixp day, a8 dewn breke, Cots smbusied Tarasor sxd 26 Aleuts,

o the man epprosched lsud ix their blderkss.  Almest iz-

5

[ 4

axtly, out of nowhers, the Sponisrds psumoced, to exchsxze

blowe, Stuzsing smd woumdlrg mauy Aleuts until 24 of theu

sl Teragoy Submitted to thelr force sad were takem to prlssu. '™

A%t the trisl, Tsgrasov sisted Lflrst that he'oxly
wanted %o talk te Cota coxcerning the returx of his coz-
pexions held at Lo® Angele®, but later he gave other reassas
Ior bls return. According to Bamcrolt:

"It 18 sausing to resd the tranepareat
exousas the Russlaz priZozers zlwaoys made whez
takes red-handed av Smuggllmg or poachlapg.
Thay wers "driveh 1o by esxce2se2 of waather”
or Bad "lost their way," £né if suddesnly cor-
zared by ercES-simaczotlion, they Suddezly
became profound.y Lsnuraua el every lanpuage
but the SimpleEt Russipn. Whea capiurad,
TaraSov had sozmes 85:1k poods 1z his biderks,
"whick ke had the 1lzopudeszce to declsre were
intended for his owa :5&! When eSkad 1f he
Lied Dot beea waried To gult the cop3i, he
could a0t undsrstzad the guesilom,

Incidentally, thoZe sxXouseS aran't too dlfferscs
20z the onef® glven by Eoviet pischers who ere e¢sught Zisk-
lzg or whaliag illlegally .2 our ooasSts today. Slmee Ru--liz=

caven't ocheaged muech, 1z f=e Zoviet language of the under-
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woTld, Terssev would alss have beecz Xaowza &5 & "blatmol,"” &r
& "zgheuk" == g blg operatos, 0 & beetle, for the Way he rszn
Lif Ruating operatlion.

Getilsg baek %o the Ilmen, the day siver Tarasoy
sund hls mea Were ocaptured st Saz Padro, tha Shlp put iz &%
Saa Iuls Oblspo for water but wos rafussd help. Two days
lazer, Dr. Elllet 4'Ca®tro was ordered n¥hcora for watsr Just
rortk of Santa Berbars, but wss turnsd bhaok by the thrests
ol Sgt. Juex Urtegs. On toe 22nd, JoBe de la Guerrs J Harlegze,
Sozzander &t Sants Barbara, Sest five soldlers to that psxt
af tas coast to apprebend 8% nony Russlian® g% possiible, but
taey srrivad toe late.  After rtpnrtiné-thﬁt the vas8al Zod
gziled, dorlege qulekly dlspatched nine sdditlomal men
Iartner up the coast to Sealze thez and thelr boats If
pessible. At Refugle, the Ilmas was restimg quletly iz
the cove. It was Just s matter of au appropriate time to
azbush the forelgmers, When 22 Russlan® and Aleuts came
athore to klll Some cattle, the Spenlsrds attacked. All
but Elliot, four Busselent, ome Jmerlosn, snd ome Aleut
sads 1t back to the ship,2°

Elliot tried to zo avall to bribe hls way ocut of
jall, but he and Tarafov were both oaly freed after & trip
to Teple, Mexice. Two or thres zZore yesrs ware to pass
tafore the other captives were returzed bome, After Blllot's
saptura, Captala Wodswit Salled the I]lmen canto Bedega Hay,
voe Sgndwiok Islexds in 1816, and thes to Sltka, before
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Toturaing agald to Sawall, £ 415 unclear bhow Lthls brlg wes
used for the maxt four years, but in 1820, the Ilmez eailed
azels frop Sithe, under Eiril Ehlebsikov te Hontersy azd

bac, befores belag scrnppud.21

- QONOLUSION -

What affect d490a3 the sdvezture of the Il=e=n reslly
Lave oz history? Jerhaps 1t 18 Signlficant la that the
Ruselaue were the primery stimulu= for the Spamlards’
expanding even further znorth iz Callformle than they had
eripglenlly lutended. But thez, whet? Ierhaps 1t 13 la-

tarssting Bizply a8 & pleoture of tke ferthest-fiung and |

wegkeaed tldes of two gread emplres, lapping at esch
sther, ouly to recede and moke way for the avemtual om-

Slaught of the Amerlcanm wavas.
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