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{’fwr':({‘\l.\' we turn to that busy bee-liive of
I\f“ industry, the Muscovite settlement at Fort
== Ross. We have somewhat in advance of
1830 shown what had been accomplishied by
The time had now come wiici, its

There

that colony.
future existence had to be determined.
v = no motive for the Russians to hiold an oecu-
wy limited by Bodega Bay on the south and
Gualala River on the north. At best,
coere was bt o narrow benel of seaboard avail-
aole for cither farming or grazing purposes.
True, there was a wealth of forest back of tiis

nesa, but they had already learned thai this

timber was not dur able as material for ship-
building. They had 1m,tt‘) well exhausted the

supply of timber from which pine piteh could
be manufactured. Taun bark for the carrying
on of their tanneries was their most promising
continuing supply for the future. The agents
of the Aluska Fur Company had already signi-
tied to the California authorities a willinzness

&

w vaecate Fort Ross upon payment fir it paove.
wents. Through the intricate evolutions o red
wpe this was transmitted to the vieeory of
Mexico, and us that functionary took it «s an
evidence that the Russian colony wo Ross was
ol its last Ieg:'-. refusal was made v, he 2ooand
toat the Russians, having made .. vove.  urs
ot Spanish territory, with water o ac irved
Ton Spanish soily they ought ir to o et
paymient for the same,

language, it is the spirit of the view the viceroy

Whiie this is 1. the

wok of the subject. As a legd jwoposition
tiiis was doubtless true,
at any time after 1825

Ross hiad at his command sutlicient of the w. -

but as a matter of faet.

the superintend. at

ment aad munitions of war to la.c nms
from Ross to San Diego without .ct or -

drancee,

so far as the vieeroy ot ..exico .=
concerned.  These Dons and 1lidaigos see...
Lowever, to eonsider their rubrics to be wore

powerful than swords or cannon. As their
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vertures for sale had been thus swmmarily dis-
Leed of, the eold, impassive Museovites pursued
- even tenor of their way, and as the lands
cound Fort Ross became exhausted by continu-

Arming they extended their farming opera-
.+ southward between the Russian River and

Jocega Bay,and ultimately inland to the neigh-

swood of the present village of Bodega Corners.

¢ TRETeT place there were several Ilussian
ves, in the midst of which there stood a
\ ek eross, lone after the Americans came into
#—r,—ne\ The earliest American settlers in
- sighiborhood aver that the Russians had a

aa Mo
“omill some two or thiree miles easter}y from
Certain it is that the author-
notification that the

o Corners.

ies wp San Franeiseo had
|Lussians uonL-.-:nplntenl oceupation for farming

seposes as tar inland as the, present site of

These rumors, whether true or
aceclerated

suta Rosa,

4. doubtless the movement
Spanish colonization in that direction.
Wrangell, in

taken an intelligent view

Crovernor now having control

Mliska, see us to have

ol ue whoie situation, and realized that unless
s company, off which he was hiead representa-
tive, conld ohitain nndisputed possession of all
he territory north of the Bay of San Franeisco
Sacramento, it was useless
to attempt a continnance at Ross. To achieve
this end the Alaska Company was willing to buy
the establishments already at San -Rafael and
Sonoma.  The fact that the California autlori-
tics submitted these propositil)ns to the Mexiean
government, now free from the yoke of Spanish
rule, would indicate that by them such a propo-
sition was not considered in the light of a
Alvarado was then the
iewdof the California government and no doubt

ivoked with great distrust, if not alarm,
.o the number of Americans who were be-
goiuing to find their \\':il)f into California. Dut
General Vallejo, who was now almmost autoerat
on the north side of the Bay of San Francisco,
wus not, probably, so averse to Americans, as he
had already three Dbrothers-in-law of Yankee
L Through these kinsmen, who were all

and ecastward to the

hieinons oftfense. at

1.1
toend,

of

SONOGMA COUNTY.

a0

gentu-nwn of good intelligence and education,
Vallejo hiad become well Infmm(sl in reference
to the push and energy of the American people,
and hence it is quite certain that he did not
favor any pernuaent occupancy here by any
ltumlnedn power. In teath, while the (‘-h”ﬂll'lliiL
government had contfined itself” to waordy pen
remonstrances with the occupants off Rosg, in
1540
of calling

Vallejo seens to have made quite a show
Rotehef, the then tsupmlmemlent at
Ross, to accountability for having aliowed the
Awerican ship Lausanne to land and dischiarge
passengers at Dodega as thongh it were a {ree
port.  Some of these passengers, who went
Sonoma, were incarcerated by the irate Vallejo,
and he even sent a file of soldiers o Dodega to
give warning that such infractions wonld lewd
Yy
This

was the nearest to an open rupture ol amieab.

to serions consequences if pt:r:;ist(-ll

" relations thateveroecurred between Sp;mi:\i'(l i
Muscovite on this eoast that we tind any recora

of, and this could not Lave been of' a very san-
guinary nature, for it scems that Vallgio and
Loschef were

The proposed aequisition of
Governor Wrangell met with no encourageuc.

on social good terms afterwur.

territory

“Tu referen..
to this matter Buaneroft says: « The intention
the Russians to abandon Ross and their wish

from the Mexiean Government.

sell thieir property there, hiad, as we Lave seeu,
been announced to Alvarado, and by him to the
Mexican government, before the end of 1840,
In January 1841, Vallejo, in reporting to the
Rotelief
and Krupicurof, mentioned the proposed wivi-
domment,

minister of war his controversy witlh

taking more eredit to himself thau tee
facts could justify, as a result of that contro
versy. The Russians had consulted him as

their power to sell the buildings as well as live-
stoek to a private person, and Lie had been told
that ¢the nation had the first right,” and woul.
have to e consulted. The fear that huijpe.. .
him at that time to answer thus cautiously

that some foreigners from the Colnmibin or eise-
where might outbid any ecitizen or Culiforuiy,
and thus raise a guestion of sovereignty, which
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might prove troublesome in the future to Mexi-
can interests, Vallejo also urged the govern-
went to turnish a garrison, and authorize the
planting of a colony at the abandoned post.  In
Febrnary, however, Kostromitinofy representing
the company, }n‘upusucl to sell the property to
Vallejo himself  for 530,000, payuable half iu
sioney or bills of the [Mudson Bay Company,
"and half in produce delivered at Yerba Buen.
The General expressed a willingness to make the
pureliase, but could not promise a definite deci-
sion on the subject before July or August
Pending the deeision, the Russian agent seeins
to liave entered, perhaps secretly, into negotia-
tions with Johin .\. Sutter, who at that tiine was
not disposed to buy anything but moveable
property. Meanwhile a reply came from
Mexico, though by no means a satistactory one;
sinee the government  -evidently with some kind
of an iden that the Russian ofticials had been
frightened away, leaving a flourishing settle-
ment to be taken possession of by the Califor-
nians—simply sent useless instructions aboutthie
details of oceupation and form of government
to be established. In July Iostromitinof re-
turned rrom Sitka, and negotiatiens were recoin-
Alvarado was urged to come
though he advised

mended. to
Sonoma, but declined;
Vallejo that in the absence of instructions from
Mexico the Russians had no right to dispose of
the real estate. An elaborate inventory of the
property offered for sale at $30,000 was made
out, but Vallejo’s best offer seems to have been
59,000 for the live stock alone.”

In a foot note Bancroft gives the inventory of
property offered for sale which is as follows:
“ Sqnare fort of logs, 1088 feet in circumfer-
ence, twelve feet high, with two towers; com-
mandant’s house of logs (old), 36x48 feet double
boarded roof, six rooms with corrider and
kitchen; ditto (new) of logs, 24x48 feet, six
rooms and corridor; house for revenne oflicers,
22xC0 feet, ten roouis; barracks, R4xG66 feet,
eight roows; three warehouses; new kitchen;
jaily chapel, 24x36 feet, with a Delfry, and

a well fifteen feet ideep. Outside of the

fort: Dblacksmith s}m]), tanuery, bath-house,
(:un}:{:l"a rIm[:, ia.‘i:'\'{:i"\,’. i'iil'};.-!.lmrl"s si:(;l‘;. LW
windmiils ior grinding, one uill woved by

annnads, three Ihi'n'.-illin;_»; Hoors, & well, o stalile,

-r_“ Ghe hoo 9 dairy | TPRE = Oy
] I[L,l]_-( oLl oy lal by Ay Hollse,  TWO oW
ten

kKitehens, and twenty-four houses, nowy every
R

stables, corral, ten sheds, eioht  teths

B . - .n
K ostramitinot

one having an__orchard.

rancho, house, farm buildings, corval wud boat

for ecrossing the river Slavianka. At Nuelnikor

rancho, adobe house, farm buildings, . nill,

corral. At Tschernich, or Dou Jore ¢ el
louse, sto e, fenees, ete. At Bodega, warcliouse
30x60 feet, three small houses, butn, ovens,
corrals. s this list of lmprovements was

i
made out by Russian hands it vy be aecepred
as a true statement of the conditions «wr and in
the ncighinm']mml of Ross in the lusc yewr of
Russian occupation theve. The only wiiission
of consequence seems to have been the orehard
some distance back of the tort, on i uillside,

aud a vineyard of 2000 vines at whe

nated ¢ Don Ju:'g‘e's rancho.”  In reicreace to
this rancho, Deleher in his wotes of t.avel in

1837, mentioned a ranclio between lloss and
Bodega claimed by a ci-devant Englisianan (D,
(rorgy), yielding 3,000 bushels of grain in good
years.

Governor Alvora as well as Vallejo evidently
thought that they had Kostromitinot in . coruer
so tur as lis ability to sell the Ross
was concerned, and their only real concorn was
lest he would make a boufire of the buillings
rather than leave them for Mexican occupation.
Dut in this they were mistaken, for a . lhuser
was found in Captain Johu A. Sutter.
ence to the sale thus consummated Bancrort says:
«Sutter, like Vallejo, had at first wished to pur-
chase the live-stock only; but he would perhaps
have bouglht anything at any price if it could
be obtained on credit; at any rate, after a brief
hesitation a bargain was made in September.
The formal contract was signed by Kostromi-
tinof and Sutter in the oflice of the sub-prefect
at San ranciseo, with Viowet und Leese as

Cuberlty
I i

reler-

witnesses, December 13. Dy its terms Sutter
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. possession of all the property at

. anl Bodega, except the land, as specitied
inventory, and he was to pay for it in

- yvearly installments, beginning September

. -.3‘17.’. -'lhc first and hCCOIld payments were
o e =3.000 eacli, and the others of 510,000
dest three were to be in produce, chielly
st oelivered at San FPrancisco free of duties
Ciwiiage; and the fourth was to be inmoney.
establishment at New Ilelvetia and the
Wiy ab
Iiocwakof and Tsehernieh, whieh property was
tu it intact in possession of the company's
avents were pledged as guarantees for the pay-
s LE seemt that Alvarado, while
tng that the land did not belong to the
weomny and could not be sold, had yielded his

point about the buildings,

would

for the Rus-
he contract was approved by the

that no

parchaser conld be found;
sians suy that
(alifornin government, and it is certain that
there was no oiilcial disapproval of its termns,”
ook be borne In mind that Kostrowmitinof,
wio wacented this contract with Captain Sut-
fery, was the head officer of the Alaska govern-
totehiet was manager
When it came to a delivery of the

[Jlulnu\ burtu,amuz._m_m.-.#mduml.lhm-
uer i.ut(,.aui to give him a writing ante-dating
the wn.r.wt above referred to one (I‘tmll_\xhl(-lz
Totchet certified that the lands held L; tn

Compaay for twen or twenty-nine years \ ars was incl)

flie sale ..E%?__*_\[:__Mlmﬂg_émmﬁth&_uther
t-lm,t.s__o_f_ the company MM;&Q,QQQ
It was upon the shadowy title to land thus ac-
quired by coz.mu.lf__rz subordinate _oflicer

who liad no power to confirm any such sale, that

ment whiley at the time,

Lauzn,

perhaps in the belief

Russian title to_Tand along the coast became a

stal ]\‘1. <~peltu,le among American settlers in
e nlI q

‘lll'«_"i

Previons to this sale of the Ross and Dodega
property to Sutter, a portion of the former oe-
cupunts there had veen transferred to Alaska
Manager Rotchef, together with the
rewnining  employes of the company, took

R IYHEN

thewr departure from Ross in the late days of

SONOMA

Bodega and the two ranchos of |

COUNTY. 31
L8Ll or (1.11'1‘) in Janl.m*y of 1842, on board the
for Alaska, While all of
them, doubtless, had elierished assoeiations and
memories of the land to which they
we imagine that it was not

Constantine, bound

l'f:turn(-:l.
without sore and
sad Learts wany of them watched the receding
ontlines of Fort Ross and the evergreen forests
- Ty

1 hll.— y
for nearly a third of a century

that fors its enchanting back-ground.
ina day, where

had Leen heard the ringing hammer aud
anvil; the noisy labor of ship-carpenters nnd

calkers
tell,
that quiet spot just south of the
Gireck cross marked the last
those who had ended their there.
Even the stoek that Lhad been reared there were
gathered together and driven to the Sacramento
valley ranch of Captain Sutter.

aud the din of coopers, a sudiden silenve
sucmingiy like that which Lovered over
fort where «
resting
life-work

And as 17 the
hand of fate had turned entirely against Ross,
Sutter, by means of a schooner he had acquired
in the purchase from the Russians, even carrie..

m

away from Ross several buildings with whicl

to adorn the inner court of his fort at New

Helvetia, This will acconnt for the absence at
Ross of many buildings enmmerated in tue cat-
alogue at the time of sale by the Russians. As

Fort Iloss oceupies w first prominence iu the
history of Sonoma County it will not be out of
place to follow its history to its end in this
chapter. -

In_reference to the departure of
[Fort
Russian, and perhaps several, remained ou thic

the Rus-

————
sians from Ross, Dancroft s

1;]21(‘.0 of

ranches to look out for the company's interests.
Sutter sent Robert IR idley to assume charge for

| him at ]n-, 7 but Jolin Didwell took lnz. pluce

early in 1842, and was in turn_succeeded Ly
William Tenuitz late 1843. Meanwhile
o i
most of the moveable property, including
cannon, implements, and most of the cattle, was
removed to New llelvetin. The few hundred

in

the

cattle left behind soon became so wild that ii

meat was needed it was easier to catch a deer
or bear. The Californians made no effort to
oceupy the ubandoned fortress; since having

f;m:{)
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\nruall\' mn-ent(,d to the sale of
but the land, the government had no property
to be proteeted there.”

\a already stated William Iwwms-

session of the Lwoss ]:wi:e:r‘) as Sutter's agent

in 1843, 1le hl]hh(.fillt‘l'lf y leased the property,
in about ISES, and still later purchased the

huildings and Tort and Ill.mlll].t,_]ﬁ-"::{’-ﬂwul of the
Muniz or Tort Ross grant
coast from the lmssim;

}‘.'cni'ti'f'":ml_af;_\}a___tixg__present Tiniber
Mr. Dennitz, with his family, lived at Fort Ross
nntit 1863 when Tie sold_the property and re-
1874 he went to the
KXrgentine Republie, and died there in 1870.

extend -lln» (I.il}ll.(?' il

River northward to

Jove.

moved 1o Oakland, In

The writer visited PFort Ross twenty-seven

veurs ago, when the palizade walls of the en.

in good preservation, as also

the Duildings \\'ithin‘oroget-hcr- with the Greek
chapel and hectagonal bloek-liouses deseribed
by Dubant Cilly. As then the
country trom Dodega to the Gualala River was
comparatively nnsettled by Americans, we will
here fntroduce our deseription of the trip as it
appeared under the caption of «Lditorial Jot-
tings by the Wayside,” in the srgus of July
.30, 1861

« Leaving Petaluma in the afternoon, a tfew
hours' ride 1)I'Oll{3hl‘ us to Bloomfield, where we
were greeted by numerous friends; and accepted
the lospitality of our old friend W. B. Wood,
of the firm of Wood & Avthur. It is hardly
necessary to inform our readers that this tlour-
ishing village is located in the center of Big
Val ie\, ,md that the valley and upland sur-
rounding is very prolitic in its yield of ecereals,
¢spuds,” and Republicans. A dress parade, in
the evening, of a company of youthful zouaves,
who warched to musie extracted from a tin ean,
convinced us that the martial spirit of that vil-
lage was thoroughly aroused, and that with such
a home-guard Bloomfield ean bid defiance to
Davis and his emissaries.

“ At an early hour in the morning, we were

elosure were still

above even

galloping down the valley in the direction of
Bodega Corners.  On either side of the road,

everything |

Cwiater,

and us far as the eye could scan, was one unin-
terrupted vista off grain fields, in every stage of
harvesting, trom 11:&' uavels that were 11:1_:]a}-11.g
from the reapers that were clattering on every
hand, up 1o the shoek in the field or the new
miavde stack in the barnyurd,  Bodega Corners
is on the Smith grant, and consists of a hotel,
two stores, o Catholie chareli, blacksmith shop,
ete.  After passing the Corners we were withi-
out chart or compass, having entered upon a
region by us unexplored. Ior several miles our
course lay along Salmon Creek, the road in
many places laemg arched over by the tangled
wildwood throngh whieli it was cat: then raking
a bridle trail leading over a mountain that over-
looked the deep bine ocean, we

to the

1()“-;\\ ed its AI._'_:‘—

zag windings month of the Russian

River. llere we performed a fear oniy second
to that o' Moses and his followers crossing the
Red Sea with dry sandals: the sea swell having
cast up u barrier of sand across the mouth of
which we
erossed, withont our steed dipping his feet in
[le evidently regarded it as a dangerous
undertaking, for every time the suri, after re-
ceding as if to gather

the river, forming a bridge upou

would come
rolling up hissing and seething, narrowing the
space down to fifteen or twenty fect between the
deep river on the one hand and the briny deep
on the other, he would attelupt to take the back
track, apparently having lost ull confidence in
either our prudence or judgment. Across the
river, our course lay along the coast; and as
IFort Ross was twelve miles distant, withour a
human habitation intervening, we whiled away
thie liours by noting the ever-varying landscape
or watehing the surf as it broke in « long line
of white spray against the rock-hound coast; or
anon the eye would be relieved by the
ance of a coaster,
gliding over the billows
gull.  Puassing over a spur of the
clothed with a lieavy forest ot redwood and 1,
we entered an opening from whence we looked
down upon Fort Rouss, on the level plain Lelow.

« Before proceeding further, it may not be

strengthi,

appear-
with full-spread  canvas,

with the grace of a sea

mountan
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inform our readers that Fort

to

[oms was founded sonie iy years ago by Rus-

e i

|ETL
Thaee

fatis. whio settled at that point for the purpose
which pursuit they fol-

Lonbating se otier

o perhaps twenty years. \side from
J

L
e Do badldings, enclosed by a high and sub-
o padisade wall over one hundred yards
o diere was, at one period, some sixty
dwe cugsy but they have erumbled and passed
Liter they left this coast, the property

choeged hands several times; but was purchased
cesent proprietor, Mr. Bennitz, cight-
Conars wgoy and e has been in occupation
(RN A b
\ 5o eI ol l 1 l 1t =i -'1 he 11‘ .
-+ As we deseended the slope toward the Fort
1

we deit us It approaching a spot entitled to a
protaineit place in the antiquity of our State.
The txrea i churel of Russian architecture that

the two-
sentry- ]lu‘nlac of solid lewn
miber, .u1..1111|r11 ¢ diagonal corners of the pali-
side, and with loop-lioles for cannon and small
armsy and the massive gates which proteet the
trance; conjured up to our mind con-
jeetees of the whieh it was the
theates, long, long years ago.
of introduction to Mu.
Bennitz, we dismounted, and the ponderous

uee corner of the (uadrangle;

pT'J:".' l“'OIi L

front

seeiies of

{34/4,1"(3 » laving a letter
gale yielded to our pressure and swung back
ereaking upon its rusty. hinges. All the ap-
pointiucnts inside were in keeping with those
without; strength and durability predominating
The substantial dwelling
ranged around the square, the
hie four linge mastifts of the
Newtoundland breed that
fondled around us as we approached the dwell-
ing, completed a picture that came nearer our
coneepiion of the surroundings of some of the
ol feudal barous than anything we ever expe-
We presented our letter to Mr.
Bennitz, who is a very intelligent German, and
he at once extended to us the hospitality of his

Mr., DBenunitz lives in a world by
having a domain that extends from

:L,.'- woniioof Russian River, eighteen miles up
3

over the oruamental.
the outhiouses
well in tlie center,
St.

Bernard  and

rienced before.

mansiou,

nseils

SONOIA

Timber (fove.

et y

CGUNTY. ni

the coast, and untenanted exeept by his cagucros,
who arc stationed at various points to take care
of his stock.  Ilis isolated pomt,m: deprives his
children of the advantages of « ]nunlu, school;
but to atone for this he has employed a private
teacher, competent to im part instraction . both
the English and German languages.

“ Retreshed by our night’s sojournat Fort Ross

The

rort is

we continued on our journey up the coust.

first place worthy of note above the
Here, onr late fellow-towisiman
Mr. Kalkman,is located,and in company with Mr.
Suaple, owns a mill whieli is turning out about
25,000 feet of lumber every twenty-four honrs,
Two sclivoners were taking in cargoes of lumber
for San IFrancisco market. The proprietors
have constructed a substantial railway extending
from the will half a mile up the eafon, down
which they bring saw -logs on a car.

[Four miles ahov 'hmhcl Cove passed
Salt Point. Dunean'’s mill used to be low.:

this place; but has been removed to a point two

we

od at

miles distant from the mouth of Russian River,
of which this Point has lost
considerabie of its linportance, as is manifest

by its group of tenantless houses; but its quarry

in conscquence

of excellent stone, considerable of which is le-
ing shipped to the navy yards at Mare Islund,
may givenew vigor to the piace.

“Four miles beyond Salt Point we passed
IFisk's will.  This mill euts about S.000 teer of
lumber daily.  Its supply of timber is inex-
haustible; and we hope its proprietors wiay reap
the rich reward whicli their enterprise nmierits.

“ By noon we had reached a distance of tweu-
ty miles above Fort Ross, and we stopped for
refreshments at the Ranch ITouse of Bealer, the
claimant of the German grant. llere is a
streteh of plain extending up and down the
coast for ten niles thm is unsurpassed in beanty
of location or iu‘tlllt_y ot soil <i.ll\ where hetween
Point Reyes and DPoint The plain
varies from one-quarter to two wiiles in breadth,
and with just sufticient incline from the foot Lills
to the beach to afford a splendid sca view,
monntains bordering

a\ I'elias.,

The

it are covered wirh a
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1
perfeet wilderness of forest, of inealculable
value. .

wTen miles more had to be traversed up the
coast before we turned our face homeward; and
Chiris. Stingle, of the Ranch House, volunteered

‘to act as our guide and companion. We were
soon dashing pellmell over the plain up the
coast; Cliris. in the meantime entertaining us
by relating hunting adventures and pointing out
spots where he had killed elk, bear, or other
game of lesser consequence. Five miles brought
us to the crossing of the Gualala River, where
we entered Mendocino County. Ilere the
mountains closed in upon the beach, and timber
stood s0 close upon the brink that if uprooted
it would full in the surf below. Up to this
point we had found the roads and trails reasona-
Lly good, but those five miles from the Gualala
to Iish Rock were the concentrated essenee of
break-neck roads.  Deep gorge after gorge Ty
athwart our way, and in many places a false step
would have precipitated both horse and rider
down to certain destruction. DBefore reaching
this point we had been so indiscreet as to inforin
our companion that we had had cousiderable
equestrian experience, and as le took the lead
and did not dismount, a sense of honor prompted
us to remain in the saddle even at the risk of
our neck.

«At Fish Rock there is a mill in proeess of
erection, in which will be placed the maclinery
formerly used in the Perkins mill, Bodega.
This is a good location, there being an. inex-
Liaustible supply of good timber and a secure
harbor for vessels to lay while receiving cargoes
of lu 1nbcr

“We returned to the Ranch Ilouse that night,
and as tired as we were, we did ample justice to
the bachelor fare of Chris. and his two comn-
panions. In the morning we were in saddle
bright and early, and accompanied by our com-
panion of the previous day, who -accompanied
us several miles on our return, started on our

~way down the coast. We had rode about two
miles when the practiced eye of Chris. spied
a grey fox between us and the beach. [t allowed

SONO A

W,.{‘M qf)

COUNTY.

us to approach within forty paces, when a shot
from our revolver warned it to seek safety in the
chiapparel on the foot-hills Lalt a mile distant.
The chase across the level plain was spirited
and exciting, our liorses sceming to enjoy the
sport, strained every nerve to overhaul his fox-
ship, and succecded several times in doing so
and aucmuretl to jrm]) upon him, but with the
cunning, ¢ Imuu.,tulnl.lt. of his tribe, by tacking
and doubling he finally outgeneraled s and
tox chase. A few

reached cover.  Soended our

miles further on we parted w ith our con ‘.;mnium
and continued on our course down the couast
alone. At night-fall we were agal

to the hospitality of the Forc Im“

The next day being the Sablath, e

‘-“C.L'.(“UU(I
iansion.
rest for

our-

Loth

whieli it was set apart was needed by

self and our jaded Lorses, but as circlaastances

rendered our iimmediate return neeessarv,we bade

our host and his excellent lady zood-by at eight

o'clock in the morning and at eight o'elock in
the evening arrived in Petaluma, having rode

forty-five miles mostly over a very mountainous
country.”

At the time of our visit to Fort Ross above
ﬁ_-__
deseribed, Mr. Bennitz related to us many thrill-

,_____T__..___..-—— —

ing adventires in connec I‘.wn with lis residence
S ey

trere “Some years Iﬂtu we a4 ~cries (}I

Wiole

(Je'n_ll

e,

California sketches entitled “ Wayside Memo-
ries” fmrl one of the sketehes under the Ld")ElUll
of A Random Shot”
remce near Fort Ross, as related to us by Senuitz,
We lf‘pl‘(iduﬁ(. it he:e i
—«Said Mr. Bennitz: ¢\t the time 1 purchased
the I'ort Ross property there were around and
in the neighborhood of the Iort a .urge rum-
ber of Indians. Voluntarily they have hecowe
alinost a part of the estate and as obedient to
my orders as if mind, soul anl body. I theun
raised a large amount of grain. an. lad thou-
sands of head of cattle, which gave me ample
opportunity to utilize the labor of these untu-
tored aborigines. As my intluence over them
mainly depended on the kindness and considera-
tion with which they were treated, I let o
opportunity pass to give them evidence of my

was a recital of an veeur-
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their T]u-}',
Indians I know of, were passionately

o

nleasure and welfare.
fj-’nfg '
coration, and tor ornamenta-
ton prized nothing more highly than the plu-
of hirds.
valiures,
ne trees somie distanee up tlhie mountain side

. -
Nersullidl de
~

One day mylmlinns \\'cl'cnoticing
or California condors, on the
the Fort, and 1 overheard them express-
i aowish that they had some of the feathers.

"-M\u-g nothing I quietly took my gnn and

WU i

~allied forth, determined if possibe to gratity
Dy tacking backward and forward
¢ thie mountain side I gradually worked mny
where the vultures were.

lesire.

thieir
up to the trees
Leavy foliage of the pines pl'c\'uutml my
v a ready view of the game I was secking.

With my gun eocked and the muzzle pointing up

I was moving quicuy side-wise with eyes peer-
ing into the eanopy of boughs, when I was
sturtled by the breaking of a stick close to iy
right.

wits enougli to set every hairof .
Not much over the length of

qub on end!

“un from me stood, erect on its hind feet, a

nionster at the time lie
t feet hli)‘h By impulse, I
wheoled, brought my gin to a level, and with-
The bear
pitehea forward upon me and we fell together—
my gun flying out of wy hands,cand some dis-
L was frightened beyond the power
of language to express. The bear and I had
fllen together, but I had given wyself a rolling

Lear of size-

me ten

Ut any attempt at taking aim, fired,

tanee AWy,

lurch down the mountain whicli, for the moment,
tovk me out of the reach of his dreaded jaws.
This advautage was not to be lost; and I kept
going over and over without any reg: ard to
clegance of posture, until I had got at lc.tst two
fnileed yards from where 1 fell; and when I
stopped rolling it was a problem with me which
t, dead or alive.

L ventured upon my feet and looked cantious-
Ly around, but could see no grizzly.  To borrow a

l was most,

winer'sexpression, ‘I began prospecting around.’
[ had an earnest desire to get hold of my gun,
nut a dislike to the neighborhood in which we

- to yield a profit.

TDuilding is a store and postollice. -

COUTNTT. b
lml 1.,11Lvd company.  With the utimost caution
I worked my way up to a position overlooking

Hhetda Y Ui 1 =
the spot where T and the grizzly together fell.
To wy surprise, and gratification as well, there
lay the bear stretehied at full length, and dead.
My random shot had proved what seldow aeeurs

y - !

That,” said Mr.
Bennitz, knocking the aslies out of’ an clegant

Ih}'

to grizzly bears, a dead shot.

meerschaum, ¢was the Dbiggest scare of
life." ™

While we have carried our chapter deserip-
tivd ot Ross heyond the limits of Russiun veen-
pation we feel warranted, on account of its
historie surroundings, in tracing its history to a
conelusion in this chapter. As already stated,
William Bennitz sold the Ross ]')m 1867,
Charlcs
the purchasers.

Dixon | being
Thcy managed the ty
for a tew years, when Fairfax died.

“anrfax and 4 man namned

DG

J.__A
In winding
up the estate and business of' the firin it beeanic
necessary to sell the property.  J. W. Call Le-
came the purchaser of the upper and wmuch el the
_largér proportion of the ranch, on which stands
thieold Fort Ross Duildings; aud of the soutli-
erly end Aaron Scliroyer bought a large tract.
These gentlemen are
business and the property is now so handled as
After a lapse of twenty-seven
We

Ccrt
s

practical in their ideas of

years we visited Ross in October, 1888,

found a great change from conditions as they

were \ when” Beunifz Tived there. Thlouuh the
vel) s center of the grounds ouce encloae:l Ly :
lieavy stockade, now a county road runs, l.u

;mw; residence s converted into a ];..hI.L

nnitz resicel
Totel, and a building once used as guarters for
2ot i

Russian officers is now a saloon.

Iu an outside

The towera
in what was the diagonal corners of the fortress

are now rootless, and, in consequence ot the

 worm-eaten condition of the logs are canting

over, and it is only a question of time when
they will topple to the ground.
chapel yet stands erect with roof and belfry i
fair preservation; but is no longer used for holy
purposes. Kven the [lussi etery to the
south of the fort, that was quite plainly vi

The Greek

isible
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|
Lwenty-seven years ago is now uc:lriy obliter-

ated.  Accompanied TJFII Call we \rmtul the
old Russian orvehard Tialf @ mile 3

~orchard Ti :
fort. W“Jw,ﬂ it bhoards l’}i

the Lussians is still in fair preservation. We |
|

eutered and plucked Spanish bellflower apples
froms trees planted by the Russians, back of
1820. The tweuty or thirty apple, plun and
prune trees yet standing are moss-covered and
their bark honey-combed by the busy bills of
birds,  We went back still further and took a
walk through the redwood forest of new growth
that has sprung up from stumps ot trees first
cut by the Russians when they settled at Ross. |
Not over halt a dozen of the old redwood forest
trees are standing in the grove, and but for
the fact that the stwnps are there yet from

which the present forest sprang, we should not
have recognized it as a forest growth of the
| present century. The trees have made marvel-
ous growth. laving a pocket rule with us we
measured a tree that was four and a half l:,u; in
dimmeter; “and we were. '

there were trees in_the grove full five feet in

dinmeter.  This grove is, doubtless, of frow
sixty to seventy-five years’ growth.,  We arc

“thus exuct and explicit in reference to this forest

of new growth because we know there is a wide-
spread fear that in consequence of the rapidity
with which our redwood forests are Leiug cou-
vérted into lumber, that specics of timber will
ultimately become extinet.  Right there, over-
shadowing old Fort Ross, is the refutation of
such fallucy.



